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APPALACHIAN MINING SONGS

For Tenor or Baritone and Piano with Optional Harmonica

1. The Broken Shovel 3
2. Down in a Coal Mine 8
3. The Shoofly 11
4. Union Man 14
5. Blue Monday 20

These songs originally appeared in Pennsylvania Songs and Legends, George Korson, Editor,
published by University of Pennsylvania Press in 1949.

They were sung by 19th and early 20th Century miners in the Appalachian Mountains of
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. The choral arrangements were written in memory of my father,
who began working in the coal mines of Pennsylvania when he was 9 years old.

The arranger expresses his appreciation to the Institute for the Arts and Humanistic Studies and
to the College of Arts and Architecture of The Pennsylvania State University for fellowship grants
that fostered the creation of these arrangements.

NOTES ON THE SONGS

The Broken Shovel, collected by George Korson from a saloonkeeper in Carbondale, PA in 1925,
describes a fist fight that was supposed to have occurred in 1890 in Beaver Brook between Neddy
Kearn and Barney Gallagher. The fight was broken up by the Pretta-Moor, a local peddler whose
nickname derives from the Gaelic, meaning “big potatoes”.

The jauntiness of Down in a Coal Mine comes from its origin as a stage song popular in the
anthracite fields of the Appalachians. The solo is a typical declamation of the young men who
went to work in the mines at an early age and seldom received much of a formal education.

The Shoofly was written during the economic turndown of the 1870s by a village schoolmaster,
Felix O’Hare. In 1871 the mine at Valley Furnace in the Schuykill Valley was closed causing
severe anxiety and despair. The miners might have been able to go over to the Shoofly, a nearby
colliery, but a “bad seam” had been struck there, causing the company to close the mine.

Union Man was written and sung by Albert Morgan in the Newkirk Tunnel Mine near Tamaqua,
PA in 1946. The song describes the hard life in the mines and the perils of rising prices and rising
wages. The A.F.L. and C.1.O. refer to the two union organizations, the American Federation of
Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations. John L. Lewis (1880-1969)was active in the
AFL, founded the CIO and was the president of the United Mine Workers from 1920-1960.

After a grueling week of hard work in the mines, workers celebrated after payday on Saturday
night. But the hangover on Blue Monday prompted a rarely-kept vow to join the White Ribbon,
referring to the symbol of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, founded by Frances
Willard in 1873.



1. The Broken Shovel

For Voice and Piano

arranged by Bruce Trinkley
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2. Down in a Coal Mine (1872)

For Voice and Piano

arranged by Bruce Trinkley
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3. The Shoofly

| Moderato J = 50

For Voice and Piano

arranged by Bruce Trinkley
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4. Union Man

For Voice and Piano

arranged by Bruce Trinkley

I
anL IS - e[
| _ L
[} 5
] & o LI
=
%
Bl wb o e
N\\ 3 o SR
e = o TeTTe
\e E ™
2 e EELJER)
N\\é — ™
4
|| E o fmJ IILIE)
s L
L I
~ -
s 3 e
™~
~t O RER. BEL)
#PPHV
\ O e[ Te
4#uv,
TS |[erTe
Va
S -
ﬂ. ! 3 TIere
- ™~
S o~ TTeTTe
=
]
= ™
o
b s
ol
5 N
3 L1
= S
< Qs s ot
= B =
N I N
— N

Voice

Piano

[ .
3 e = = . v =
y y e
. .l . X
Vis 8
2 R e
ﬁ\\ B
B m A~ A~
b B
.vg“ =
Q| m ~ ~
oL £ o o
ol zZ kﬁc AN “FHeweh
huaE
5
e 2 o e
e 3 ™
“. g i
- g —
N = o B BEL )
e}
\(® = L LN
o0 41
Y o LIER )
el & #ﬁﬂv,
[T
T Hw o TTTe T e
o A T
| M m \‘\\Ki
en Wi
| =
(s
1] ] e
= v o X =
FNE FNGe \
— N

iy
A.P\M = ~ ~
oL = o Ne
_ ~ s
ol T N LI
N
™
. X T
[ YRS o TTeTTe
ol ~ ™\
o il TY
(11X o
. N o
- o —TTeTTe
L = (1Y SaN
\i < o ole
1| g ui e
© E =S NS
a 5
= ™S
e S o TeTe
1] E
|- o 4
m LIER.)
| 2
JG g
N B TeTTe
YR m TTeTTe
=]
el S
g
.r\u D TTTe e
3
— . N
L m s e
=
- b
u i
~ I e T
X X s v o
=N B ST N
— N

17

© 1995 Bruce Trinkley



Na ;o | | N# e
L] g 20 u ||l
=3 2 A L JEN.)
ﬁ ™ 223 e
s::
T m ER= o e
L] v v LT
‘ TR
| | | ~ <= gl
532 |F Miks
—— = = QO h
H 8835
N £5E (G| Telre
N
11 ;g EENER
m 4 B o B BBL )
o9
N\\ 580 i S
T £%5 Un TTeTTe
\[[ E2E= o,
e §=& ™
[} =%t
L) ER T Na LIEE.)
] oo L] f
L)
= s - S
A [ N TIeTe
™
~ o TTeTTe
| CUImN
N Trem™
4uuv, :
S
T UnE ‘\\lei
\
=
‘ e & (TR
N 1N _ &
_ X
e o o
({1 5
M %
[ w Vv ~
= == = N e v o
Sl = o -~
n n lwa ﬂ. N
— N

o
N LN
N m o e
=
HE- < aee
\\H— o N f [T ‘
L
3 T A e e =
U J| [T
P e e
] 23§
9 g = 3 S ﬁ e
i g&8
D
o m m A~ ~N
b g &,
-y E8T
P\\N m g .W ~ ~
v
ML 385 | P Un
YHE g ﬁ! LLEY
o~ 2 NJE
P
™ =3 2 o TeTTe
R m =N ™
b eSE WY
i 825 | TTeTTe
(% E£%= ™
. B 1
® 5 EQ LIER. )
S 5
Q
o £35% N
g5 e +
| SEE e v
s X e v o
» -~
NG FENOe G\
—N S

|
[

P
———
]

SV
)

call - in' strike——

AN
] y " 1)
>4 I >4
L4 L4

din - ner can.

have full

He must

U - nion man!

y 2
PN
<

D]
[

:

i

.
F

V]
I

18

W]
o
3
— =
S D NN
KN
e
=
2
=
3 . NI
= 5
~N—
= 2
= g S
! S
o I = 2
Sof |7 N
= 1% E 0 o P
. = =
- s
PK £ W
s T
“ TN
g 4# .
- o | M EO|TIe™
[ (I
N TTe[™e
ﬁuv,
o £ |1
= | N B85 lei
[ LHHLlji
>|D o ﬁ 1N A
g o o
2
m <% A~
N e = v
FNGe 6N



eat.
have full

p— —

can - not

iy

He must

I

mp

—

sick,
U - nion man!

damn

rit.

too

can.

I'm

¢ td ¢
U - nion man!

din - ner

JF Tempo primo

and meat.

| sl

bread
b e

some
s 4

He must have full

&

can

my
92
é < —®

go!

In
§e

she

o J

—

U - nion man!

out

ress1v

[ ]

right.

feel

- nion man!

U

call - in' strike

don't
§o”
Molto esp
4 P

) #
S ot
[49]

%ﬁiﬁﬁ
N—

A\SV

~ subito a tempo

~ ~t ~t
TT(e[Te
Nm Nl Nl
Vs Vs
oA A cﬁmy STTeA
3 TeTe
g
o TTeTT®A
N TIeTTe A ﬁHVr
T o \\thg
N i | o8N, S FTeTTe)
N LIER.) IWu. BhE ﬁ 1R
el T B o
“oene | o
I SUNES i N =
o T ﬁ E ~ ~4
< owe o _
MR - TTeTTe A.r\\~ m ~ ~r
P ol = N | P
IAILL N | TIA ol 2 N e
3 e —-
— = = =4
e e
e R[]
el o
ollel (- BL ) .
e # th -
A y v ol
ellel W
I
o
1 -
I
2
£
o
@

January 1, 1995 State College, Pennsylvania

19



S. Blue Monday

For Voice and Piano (with optional harmonica)

arranged by Bruce Trinkley
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