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The Airy Sea

The clouds are capacious pillars of water vapor

like massy marble doors.

Open and the sun comes in.

Shut and the sky is shuttered out.

Open, shut, open.

Open, shut, open,

the ocean of air.

The air is a sea with waves of wind,

and billows of the tempest asking

Yes - shall I take you in my arms?

No - shall I leave you grounded there?

Yes, no, yes

Yes, no, yes

the ocean of air.

The ocean stream and the earth and the stars

are viewed through the glassy sea of air

where the monarch butterfly hold her courts

and the millions of birds fly free.

Fly free! Yes! No! Open! Shut!

Fly free! Yes! No! Open! Shut!

Through the ocean of air.

Rachel Carson (1907-1964) was an American marine biologist who is today remembered as

a founder of the modern environmental movement.  Her seminal book, Silent Spring (1962),

exposed the environmental catastrophe caused by pesticides.  She also did extensive research into

the interrelationships between the natural elements of the earth and wrote several books inspired

by her love of the earth and its resources.  The Sea Around Us (Oxford University Press, 1951)

presents the philosophy and science of Rachel Carson at her most lyrical, recounting the 5 billion

year history of water on earth.  Her writing inspired the lyrics to this choral work. 
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