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Music by
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SONNET (1928)

I am in need of music that would flow

Over my fretful feeling fingertips,

Over my bitter-tainted, trembling lips,

With melody, deep, clear, and liquid-slow.

Oh, for the healing, swaying, old and low,

Of some song sung to rest the tired dead,

A song to fall like water on my head,

And over quivering limbs, dream flushed to glow!

There is a magic made by melody:

A spell of rest, and quiet breath, and cool
Heart, that sinks through fading colors deep
To the subaqueous stillness of the sea,

And floats forever in a moon-green pool,
Held in the arms of rhythm and of sleep.

Elizabeth Bishop, American poet and short story writer, was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1911 and
studied at Vassar College where she originally intended to become a composer. She was Poet Laureate of the
United State from 1949 to 1950 and won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1956. In her later years she taught at
the University of Washington and Harvard University. She died in Boston in 1979.

Sonnet is a very early poem, written when she was only sixteen years old.
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*from The Complete Poems: 1937-1971. © Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Used with permission © 1993 Bruce Trinkley



PP ——s3——

imo

Tempo pr

fa

e
@

ANV RS 3

[ £an Y/

low,

and

old

sway - ing,

the heal - ing,

for

Oh,

W

e »

molto cresc.

pp

[ £an Y/

to

song

A

dead,

tired

sung to rest the

ﬂ Tmﬂ

Of some song

Sonore

o

"

cresc.

"o
——

P
~—

mp

D

W

I’)P-

A\NV

head

my

on

ter

wa

like

fall

soen |
KN qll?
o K
TS
IDE\
KN
I ™
MR
£
=
T S
Q
Q
|3 __
| v!bl_
L 11]
|DHMH«.V
1 Eﬁl_
| .vk%|_
i
NHe m \




f
I
T

\\7 re)

N,

1\

glow!

to

dream flushed

L J—

limbs

ver quiv' - ring

o

'
H | o]
fe
Hdd 1 )
= = =4
'
=== ——
b 1
\
\
Saesl e 1
| L= =4
ol
il
fs
\
Y] N .
b b
e )
[®
»
L)
19 ]
=
[®
B f\l
[® —
. ]
=
Y [® ’V\!
%/ \ .
LT
ElNGre N

ﬁir.p
[ 18
O Lag}
£l
= -l
2 S]]
o alay
3.
m M
=
|
TN

A spell of rest, and

made by mel - o-dy:

There is a mag-ic

%
bl
ﬁ b
[ ILDQ'
0
f e
N NS
3
N
Dr T
N
L ‘ T
N Joor
Ineo ne
| WL
IHWIU
M LJL
o Ll
/| HEN
Q, e
AN aNy n
N
% N~
-
¢ |
N
////
et e |
(425
Ehunmwd n/

i
ms (1Y J
K 11
il m i
s |
| | 1)) | |
T 2 T[oNe_ TN®®
1 KN
T .mc =
pan = 1|
e ]
e gl
I I 1 51 S
i - Tl
T m T o |
T = iﬂva |nin
IR |
- -
| 8 EJJ
™ ° Ry
l 2
I : VY
Mw = e
S , |
N E /. N
<N NG A
— N



‘
dim. poco a poco

O ‘ T i = - . T T [>) ] \ \ ]
5— Fthe—we o P o U [, [e [F 15
SO—4= \ \ \ \ \ <y 5 \ E— L —
Q) @ [ 4 | —————
- To the sub - a - queous still-ness of the sea, And floats for - e - ver___
TR e e
_ T =z el _ _ 2
33— | |7 f— - - - = = - i
; p) ‘ = ) ™
e o %
\Q)\J i (O] = 3
dim. ; pp ? —
- . {;;
: —at— pamn" = z
7 1 [ (an) P Q1 L—® ]
I ;)v b [(®)] } [ K x > I
O ] 3\ \ \ \ i morendo - 3\ - \ \ \ [>) K i
@ ‘ I ﬁd\. '-l( e I,’ H9‘ d | | - ] [7] |
) :
__ in a moon-green pool, Held in the arms of rhy-thm and____
|\3
o 1 B — = b D bi
— T = ##E —° z — = b: b
) bt — — - % - = = = '] —
—— s e o—5'%
[ Fan ol %
A\SV \ g2 3
) ‘ —
o morendo b —
A - | b | b Ev%
v o _ & I 9 ) (> MY ] \
5o ‘ e — s " 1
A\S \ - \ g2 3
S P i —
A ! dim. poco a poco
) 1 T i i i X
\ Ha 1 \ \ 1o e
y—= e = & = Ca
Y] \ '
of sleep.
bJ 1 bJ 1 be
3/|H7§ —3 _|7_ h‘S" _|7_ T~ be
— b —3 ! % b\'bE: , b%: EE
Z o he ~F e * e " F = e " F = EE
A ——D . . -] y i y i y Z— i
 Fan p3 < Py P —
\;)\j AY < < < <
o pPPP
e i i
~— e
1 o—9o ) o y —— ¥ -
‘ o } < o < o <
[



