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1. The Last of the Courtyard

Who will believe me later, when I say

we lived in a state of music? Passing birds

and mice met on the roof, and danced away.

Francis played his silver flute, and Guy

his violin; the children sang in words.

Who will believe me later, when I say

we lived on little else from day to day?

Life in the courtyard was its own reward.

Mice danced across the roof, and ran away.

Carpenter, painter, potter: poverty

is the sole good a singing man affords,

though not at last sufficient. As they say

we lose the things for which we cannot pay;

our houses were sold out, over our heads.

Even the dancing mice must go away,

nothing remains of us but memory,

a fleeting minor air, absently heard.

Who will believe me later, when I say

the mice danced on the roof, and ran away?

2. Gathering of Friends after the Fall 

of the Sung Dynasty

I say that any man is equally brave

 who can confess he loves his friends,

 gives himself up to love of wine, 

draws out the secrets of his heart 

and hangs them up in black and white.

 Especially when outside the wing of night   

engulfs the moon; bad   fortune ev'rywhere     

plays with the bones of men; unearthly war 

casts his red eye and brandishes his sword.



3. Elm Trees in the Early Close of Winter

Elm trees in the early close

of winter take me by surprise

as dusk descends,

take on, without my leave

or wish, the color mauve.

A trick of atmosphere,

earth breathing an upward cloud,

or my imposed desire,

or rising sap that swells

to leaf in winter buds?

Elm tree, shape of my desire,

what is color's origin?

Perhaps the sun's 

light reflex as it moves

under the world again.

Midweek I live along,

Desires rise and face

with nowhere else to go.

Lengthening day, the empty vases

fill and overflow.

4. Spring Fever
At the wood's edge trillium shows 

mauve petals in three, 

bloodroot fragile white 

planets down the ecliptic of the road. 

I can do nothing better with my eyes 

than seek the early risers out; 

my self rides up and down, 

teased from sterner purposes 

by love and evolving spring. 

Too restless to stay fixed 

at my desk, which faces city streets 

through windows darkening 

with dust and spiderwork,

I ride my bicycle by morning 

out to country at the city's edge.

 

I never touch the violets, 

Quaker ladies massing in their dress 

of blue and white, the common pinks 

ignorant  of their family's Latin title. 

Empty-handed, given to pastoral, 

by night I ride back to my lover's bed,

 trailing names of flowers from the woods.
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3. Elm Trees in the Early Close of Winter

Music by Bruce TrinkleyPoem by Emily Grosholz*
from Eden (1992)

*Poem used with permission

© 1994 Bruce Trinkley

For SATB Voices and Piano

or Chamber Orchestra of Strings and Harp
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