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LEWIS AND CLARK CORPS OF DISCOVERY

SEVEN CHORUSES WITH SOPRANO, TENOR AND BARITONE SOLOISTS AND PIANO
OR CHAMBER ENSEMBLE: VIOLIN, VIOLA, VIOLONCELLO AND PIANO

TEXT BY JASON CHARNESKY

1. The Corps of Discovery 3
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark and Chorus

2. A New Eden 15
Soprano solo, Lewis, Clark and Chorus

3. Mess Call 27
John Ordway, Patrick Gass, George Shannon,
Toussaint Charbonneau and Chorus

4. York 38
Clark, Lewis, York and Chorus

5. A Grizzly Tale 51
Lewis and Chorus

6. Bird Woman 59
Sacajawea and Chorus

7. Bitterroot 67
Lewis, York, Clark and Chorus

This choral cycle is derived from the dramatic cantata entitled The Last Voyage of Captain
Meriwether Lewis which depicts the last hours in the life of Meriwether Lewis. The choral cycle is
drawn from the memories Lewis relives during that final night of his life.

The movements of the cycle are musical chronicles and descriptions of life with the Lewis and
Clark Corps of Discovery: 1804-1806, with songs of joy and accomplishment, adventure and danger,
humor and discovery. The Corps travels up the Missouri to discover “A New Eden”; the men describe
meal time in “Mess Call”’; York shares a tall tale; Lewis recounts a bear hunt; and Sacajawea sings a
lullaby to her newborn. The last movement depicts the physical and psychic hardships brought on by the
arduous and dangerous journey across the forbidding Bitterroot Mountains; and then the joy of
discovering at the mouth of the Columbia River their goal: the Pacific Ocean.



1. The Corps of Discovery

Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and Chorus .
Bruce Trinkley

Jason Charnesky
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Lewis: President Thomas Jefferson to the Congress of the United States, December 1802:
""The river Missouri and the Indians inhabiting it are not as well known as is rendered desirable by their connection with the
Mississippi and consequently with us. One officer and three dozens soldiers could explore the whole line, even to the Western Ocean."
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2. A New Eden

John Ordway, Patrick Gass, George Shannon, Toussaint Charbonneau, and Chorus

Freely J = 60

15

f mp
U | L] L .
Soprano s> g =
A\NY \
PY) \
Song of the for - st
A S P SR RN
Y ) $ L
25 P O X - $ I3 O X -
[ fan W K O X g ( . Q- g
A\NY P 0 X g $ 7K T O- a-
Py o o 8 & o ____ &
p
raY) P
hll Pa 2 €y Pa
d o= a- NP O- a
O _O- O _0O
con pedale
] Tempo di Missouri J = 66
) | |
Y \ — N b
| y 2 —~~ v
%—. P a- a-
AS S~—
D)
bird on the wing, tell  me, men, of your wan - der-ing.
O
Y
y
[ fan W g ro- g & X -
A\NY g O Q- a-
g 1§ ———— 8 % AS R o
o 0N = 1
: : . molto legato
dim. &
L d )
. o .| P ®* 4
bl L3I - o y 2nY ® L
2 8 —
o< : o O o —




16 [7]

[a)
Y ] N N
g b y 2 2 -
[ [an YL O - a- O - PPN
A\SV —X€
o
molto legato
[} prp | | | |
o — = | | - | ho
@ L @ o a- [ ] P I} a-
Q) I
The end-less Mis-sou 11 flowed in its glor - y
. PPP
Y 1
g b
[ [an YL
\\_\} 0 . 0 . 0 . .
)
Oo
molto legato
) rp | | | |
e — = | | : | o
|4 . I 0
@ @ o o a @ o @ i a
Q The end-less Mis-sou ri flowed in its glor - y
ppp |
—Je 1 P . W |
Z b ~ LO - a-
v b
Oo
/ . /"3-
[a) . 7.
v ~ ] 710
g b a- o - Qa-
[ [an Y4 O - a - 7, LA
\\j’ 4 : o S
E . < E .
e’ .
| | J ﬂv o
: ‘ ¥ - "  ——
——— | —=
o’ f’ * — 9 — — — ®
— — o f *®
o :
10
ﬁ molto cresc. f
IV N [ N
l I[}‘ ' ‘ 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 .. ‘g % }
g; [
like strong brown god, Our
A molto cresc. f
IV N N
g b Y 2 [ Y 2
L a- a- O [ PN
O [ 1L N
o = o fe
like strong brown god, like a god. Our
A molto cresc. f
|V | N P D —— O N
o — - ; . "
[ [an Y4 PN v
A\SVJ A
Q like strong brown god, like a god. Our
molto cresc. f
. . O - N
| Py 0 - O @ s P
D2 PN [
— | 1
like strong brown god, Our
s o
A . =
u | . / . 0 .
g b .
N - 0 0 0
\\au 0 . Q . : -
6,
| | | J |
ray N P N [ ] N @ N | ¥ |
—Je 1 Y 2 v Y 2 Y 2 [ ]
o = = f\/f — = .



molto dimin.

h b =)
#_Li o—| O @——— o—| N —
b b b a .
A\SYJ
ships were en-dorsed the cur-rent's broad force strove a- gainst the
molto dimin.
! ! ! . ! ! !
| [ Ay [ M [
a- o o P H[=Z = h A P
” v v T A= H A= v .
i }
ships were en-dorsed the cur-rent's broad force strove a- gainst the
molto dimin.
| | | |
[ [ . | = [ 4
‘ H [~ . ‘ ; C! . C! .
1 2 [ [
I I
ships were en-dorsed the cur-rent's broad force strove a- gainst the
. 4 molto dimin.
L) u 0 .
e ] b .
L ]
Vv (o) 70
ships were en-dorsed the cur-rent's broad force strove a- gainst the
[l e
o) | L . | | | |
. | % . . u
=1 = . A
7K | > : ad 7 a- =
o D —= .
‘ ﬁ‘ ‘ 0 . \ 4 # | * g
J J J | molto dimin.
o — ° } e —
— < : o < gt
f— - 4 — ® — e - =
O- o — — —] o : L 4
F o F » f
P | mp cr(,‘)sc.
| Yo [ —— *te
O - a O - 1/ il
—— |
stream. To as - cend, to
P mp cresc.
[ [ [ r6)
129 [ (7] [ L0)
d | 1/ | I/
O - a O [ ] 2 3 a-
| —
stream. To as - cend, to
m cresc.
p | p |
b | Yo I ———
d O - a O - [ I/
L2 ]
stream. To as - cend, to
mp cresc.
P P, cre
| = Yo 60—
—
A 4 . .
) 70 e o 45
stream. To as - cend, to
® o ® 1 ® o ® ' ol | |
e = g ——
I 1/
Li - l
(7 &
P —_ mp cresc.
o 2
? o—o ? " G—=<
PN [ Py ]/
A S— < ot® 4
— - — - ® —
— — e f . o




0

ri.

end -less Mis - sou

of the

end

the

to

cend

ri.

end -less Mis - sou

of the

end

ri.

the

to

cend

end -less Mis - sou

of the

end

the

to

cend

hll L

rayd

ri.

end -less Mis - sou

of the

end

the

to

cend

—Je 1

raYd

O -

.

—Je 1

rayd

L -
) -
L -

]

A

Q

Qo -

—Je 1

rayd

16



19

Freely

Soprano solo
2 mf* Sop

what you're

men

me,

tell

the field,

beast of

ries,

the prai

Wave of

o

2
&

d—4

o

T

mf

(O~

&)

) |

i J-:b’e

1Issour

Tempo di

ANV}

striv - ings yield.

PP,

PPP.

A\

un-chart-ed prai - rie beck-oned from where we
PP

The

PPP.

we

we

"

beck -oned from where

PP,

beck-oned from where

pp

un-chart-ed prai - rie

The

PPP.

un-chart-ed prai - rie

The

ppp

—Je

ray

we

beck-oned from where

un-chart-ed prai - rie

The

ga-

—@ —

BT

16

-

AY

O
o’

1116

dim.

ANV
)}

O ﬂ?' L 4

&)
—Je

-



20

’ p cresc. mf —_—_—

IV N @ L — N N N . ) o N
gy | - L& O y 2 Y 2 Y 2 0o~ y 2
[ fan Y P e ¢ ¢ \- b Py
\\u X ‘ X AY AY ‘ X
a [ [

rode the wild, rode the  wild spill - ways.

A y4 cres?. |

Y ] N | N | N
. b = Y 2 [ Y [ Y 2
[ [an Y4 PN o O° P PN = PN
W\ N v & 0 . AY = N
Y — —_

rode the wild spill - ways. spill - ways.

A P  cresc. ‘ ‘

v | N N [ [ )

g b - Y 2 ) . Y 2 | . . | no-

[ (an YL e @ PN @ a- bl
\\Q\} < AS
rode the wild, rode the wild spill - ways.
P cresc.
q- D — N [ N
| y 2 o - . [ <
Z b | PN | | PN
VvV } X } 0 . 0 X
rode the wild, rode the wild spill - ways.

o) > ? . .

v h ¢ [ PN . . U (/K
4. b [ < [ > N @ . na_ - a-

[ [an YL [ P . . d o O | . i . .
A\SV/ | o - PN [ L . .
Q Q- ‘ X ‘ I 7K Fe <
y4 % cresc. mf J
) [ [ [ | ¥ | [
e o — i 73 . ¥ e ¥ F e .—"—L
[ [ & PN P [ ]
‘ [ N N \
— v = N — e =
: F- F- e- ‘F.
o
34 ..
f . . molto dimin.
Il

v i . i . U [

g b b 1
[ [an Y4 b \. bl \. % \. a- /J‘ .

F—— | | <

To the ho - ri - zon thun - der-ing bi - son met our star tled
A ‘ molto dimin.
y a— | b
i hd 1
4 o - a- # | : b
%—‘ B - g - -
To the ho - ri - zon thun - der-ing bi - son met our star tled
A | | molto dimin.
= : : : o :
%ﬂ a- L] (7] @ 'IT}

Q [

To the ho - ri - zon thun - der-ing bi - son met our star tled
f . n molto dimin.
° . n 0 .
¢ ,' I @ i‘ bl o~ [#)
D2 [ [ [ [
5 ! E— | | = =
To the ho - ri - zon thun - der-ing bi - son met our star tled
i S
o) | | . | L . |
. . | . . u
= hd hd )
= R #9 iﬂi : - — :
o= o #4 o o - -
f J molto dimin.
I iy |
. N v v N he L@ g N | [
AR SRR A S AR S DL R
P—= < 4 \ S \
- - . - * —e - —e — & -
O - . — — — o’ : @
P o 7. F




21

cresc.
N p | | f —
Y 1 [ A [ T 0 — o U
>—o o= o @), ft
o .
gaze. To as - cend, to as - cend to the
A P cresc. f
Y] [ rl
g b (Y] [ ) L —
[ an Y4 Y /
\\a_\j 0 . 0 . 0 . .
\
gaze. To as -  cend, to as - cend to the
cresc.
[ p | | f
A5 Yo G — —
|74 . 0 0
’\\3 O a O @ !i [ ]
gaze. To as -  cend, to as - cend to the
cresc.
P \ ‘ S
L3 : : T Yo —16 |
©
A 4 . .
Z 5 jo | & @ % -
U
gaze. To as - cend, to as - cend to the
— o &
o) ® 0o ®— e ® o® I bl | | | — |
|V B [ [ [ [ 1 | [ [ r) D — P —
[ . . [ . | (,) D — ‘ . .
mﬁ wo:b—‘J  S— \ :
Py) I ] \ o
cresc
P L d ‘ S
&) N o - o [ N [ [ rQl N N
—Je 1 Y 2 v v [ Y 2 [ ) Y 2 Y [
#b_Hj\ | PN J/ PN PN [ [
@ Ay > 3 A A [ |
— - — - ® - — i
— = g f’ . o o
D ———
) P |
)V B 0o - . [ N N
g b . . | y 2N
rN 7 a a- e ¢
A\SV/ g A S—
D) —
ends of the end-less un-seen Rock - vy Moun -  tains.
—
fH p
Y] [ N N
4 b . [ [ y 2N
PY) o o o [ —_—
ends of the end-less un-seen Rock - vy Moun - tains
I ———
) P | |
|V | . [ [ N N
y A 0 0 - | | y 2
[ fan W4 - o [ ] a- a-
o
ends of the end-less un-seen Rock - vy Moun -  tains.
———— p
) o - hd N N
—Je [ 70 @ 0 - y 2
Z b [ [ [ PPN
vV ‘ } } 0 0 A A
ends of the end-less un-seen Rock - vy Moun -  tains.
T —-
0 : : e Z ref Z
‘ |,‘ . . . ‘ . ‘ n .
NV 0 0 . P ’ P 0 P ’ P 1 0
o : = : I N —
e —— e p
J | \ J \ L
L I8 ¥ ¥ L a— | ¥ . —
- < < e e a1
o’ f’ ® O = —®
F o’ : &




in

0

1 found my - self

cresc.

-

mp

I knew.

all that

‘i.
-

from

o

Here lost to sight
AY

Lewis
P,

—Je 1

raY)

22

.

1116

T

o

be - held.

riv - er-banks swelled.

fore

be

An - i- mals nev -er

Wa - ter - falls plum-met-ted,

mp

mp

# T (3

Clark
¥,
T & U
¥ 8,

w T (3
™ ¥ U
¥ 4,

T g3
™ » U

Lewis 7f

4]

made new.

AN

world
na-
"
"
"

hif
kil
hif

\J w7
Y T

A\SV;
) O
y
A\SV;

P
y

e



23

v D]

=] = 1]
; - 8 - 5 e
= =
VL VL
= =
S £ S £
b = = L
3 5 E N v
[ 5]
£ £ e
[ i) [
> E E e
Jl8 z 3 z |
& 3 3 S S ﬂli <%
o o o e
=g, £ £ 2
S
= =
m | m <%
5 5]
Q )
£ =
g [ g woles o
E: o o e A
Y 2 Y 2
S| |{or s =
A
L)
o
]
d‘di
D
_ S
e 5 e ™ <
e == s s ==
=== === === = ==
= = e . == v . == v s = =)
-« N P
Fge Nge 9 G N
—~— N

den was

E

since

East

the

to

un - known

world

cresc.

n 4 #,

Y T #

U o
b1

was

den

since

to the East

known

un

peace

was

den

\J W

ANV}

since

East

the

to

un - known

world

cresc.

.
o

e w T o

rays
P

den was

E

since

to the East

known

un

peace

TN
~t
NN
NN N~
TN BE )
L . | I
L . ) ~t
A~
TTee ~4
e e
g
N
Q
~t
N N
%] =4
=23 =33
= v v n wa vl
N -~
ulmwﬂv GN




.

A new
A new

mp
mp

.

den.
den.
6,

1D

dimin. poco a poco

AY

mp

mp .
-

Lb
0=

A new
A new

0
0

frost.
frost.
frost.

and
and
and

fire
fire
fire

of
of
of

O
O
O
ad
y 2

lost.
lost.
lost.
lost.
land
land
land

#
Y aptte
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

-

i ]

b

,.

il
N4t
Y wptty

14

-

). wptt#

¥ 8,

\J lbIPJJ.'I'H'I
bl

1

o w T o

™ w

Y gty
bl

n 4 #,

ety
bl

N4 4.
bl

1

P w T #

™ -

Y ol
bl

rayd
7
raYd
A\NV
N
A\SVJ
rayd

1116




25

- ered

dis - cov

un

the

den.

)

)
y
(~_—o-
SV

)

- ered

searched the un dis - cov

we

And

ered

dis - cov

un

the

den.

B
_ .
ERVIEY ] e
..m
I L )
5 TG
£ BER.
e
5 .
E oo | [ [0
a &
z e
o
g ®
i
TN
TN
it
Y| =
/ ‘
[ 1
o || 16
= = =
ENOe &\

e
: TR g N -
(TN < <
A~ A~ e
n . I ) ) N
N Q k> N k> NNV
\ .
‘0 . -.0.0,-, . “‘0
0 Qll Q a m w0 | a9
e
e
o AR NIRHR N e
< <
~L ~ TN
| £ | 5 L
o o e =
/ N
e
. . . R M .)
N N QL mw R ||| g
A =
NOre O NO» @ [Exge &N [FNGe
—~— N




I

o-

pp
end.
end.
pp
end.
pp
end.
o o @
pp

————— pp

]

den's
den's
den's
den's

wo-

raYd
&)
A\NY/
ray

A\SVJ

26

.
THe—Cllel 2C|||lle2Clllle 2Cll|g 2Coleg||| C||lglloy
e 0]
(TN
.
§ 5 [T 3 ER T
Ai . e
. _ _ _ RN
119 i
o e N
N <\ olel .
T . ) S )
Ny 1N N N\
|| 6 m =@ m o] ) o8 a9
. S N X S
. ~t ~t ~t ~t L]
[1e
~ ~ ~t ~t L
1 11 4+ 8 an T
Y 7
o o =y
[ YEE N
L) ollel o
| ) |
|10 o ov o mumn o ol W ~| |0
FNGe NGe NG N B\




3. Mess Call

John Ordway, Patrick Gass, George Shannon, Toussaint Charbonneau, and Chorus
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5. A Grizzly Tale

Lewis and Chorus
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Lewis: Monday, May 6th, 1805
We saw many tracks of bear of enormous size along the river shore.
The Indians give a very formidable account of the strength and ferocity of this animal, which they never

dare to attack but in parties of six, eight or ten persons.

[with a bit of a sneer]The Indians may well fear this animal. But in the hands of skillful riflemen,
these bear are by no means as formidable or dangerous as they have been represented.

[smugly]The men, as well as myself, are anxious to meet with some of these bear.
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Lewis: Saturday, May 11th, 1805

About 5 p.m. my attention was struck by one of our party. He was running at a distance towards us, hollering

as if in distress. It was Bratton. He arrived so much out of breath that it was several minutes before

he could tell what had happened. He had shot a bear which immediately turned and pursued him!

We all then pursued this bear about a mile and found him concealed in some very thick brush and shot him through
the skull with two balls. It was a monstrous beast!

These bear being so hard to die rather intimidates us all.

[Confidentially]I must confess that I do not like the gentlemen and had rather fight two Indians than one bear.
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Lewis: Tuesday, May 14th 1805:
The men discovered a large bear lying in open grounds about 300 paces from the river. Six of them went out to
attack him, all good hunters. Four of them fired nearly at the same time and put each his bullet though the bear.

In an instant this monster ran at them with open mouth. The two who had reserved their fires discharged

their pieces at him. This, however, only retarded his motion for a moment. The men, unable to reload their guns,
took to flight. [Understated] The bear pursued.

Concealed among the willows, two of the party reloaded their pieces and discharged. But the guns served

only to direct the bear to them. He pursued them so close that they were obliged to throw aside their guns and throw

themselves into the river, although the bank was nearly twenty feet perpendicular.
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The enrage(i animal plunged into tfle river only a few feet behind the closest man. One of those who still remained
on shore shot the beast through the head and finally Killed him. [a sigh of relief]

Slow and thoughtful
J =72 - 48
Y w# m N N \ [ N [ L | N |
y Y 2 N & y 2 N (Y] ] [ is| Y 2 [
rN b PN ] I PN ] I | | PN s [
A\SY) < < # < b Pe—
D H H ' s o T —
| L
mf = r P sonore 7
+ u I I
o o 1l B O
e wptt 2] I Iy L1
2L} a [ N _4 g
b a ¥ | a
” CE
mp ‘ ‘ cresc.
/ X | — P |
© ¢ | —fFfr—- .
Py) [ —
Re - pair else-where, ye lord ly bear, We've  bet - ter beasts__ to prey on. Though
A mp ‘ cresc.
\J N [
4 - y 2 Py LY
[ (anY PN e [ I
&, < - N
a . o o iL [
Re - pair else-where, ye lord ly bear, We've  bet - ter beasts to prey on. Though
n mp | . | | | cresc.
\J N [ ~ [ [ [
I T —. e —— — \ F-%fm. -
A\SV} AN [ [
g — 1
Re - pair else-where, ye lord ly bear, We've  bet - ter beasts__ to prey on. Though
mp ‘ ‘ cresc.
0 Heg \ \
bj ) \ \ ; <
\ | e s oo o” —N
~ @ P
Re - pair else-where, ye lord ly bear, We've  bet - ter beasts__ to prey on. Though
)
u } }
rN [ [
S~
:i % fo
fay)
) <o 7, - ) )
d




57

rit. rit.
; a tempo
N ) mf 7~ dim. p } —
ﬁp‘ e i e . — i g

D) .

we could lick you fair and square, We hav - en't time to

A mf ~ dim.

J (
V ) [
[ [an | 121 [

S q I
;S [ ™ @

we could lick you fair and square, We hav - en't time to

mfreN  dim ‘ ‘

r | | \ !

# o o ﬂ" P \

"] P

m LI n v

we could lick you fair and square, We hav - en't time to
nf dim. div.,

S5
(Y

we could lick you fair and square, We hav - en't time

Lewis: Saw a brown bear swim the river above us. He disappeared before we can get in reach of him.
[dryly]I find that the curiosity of our party is pretty well satisfied with respect to this animal.
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6. Bird Woman

Sacajawea (Soprano) and Chorus

Andante J = 96
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Allegro moderato
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