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TEXT BY JASON CHARNESKY  

1. The Corps of Discovery    3

Meriwether Lewis, William Clark and Chorus

2. A New Eden 15

Soprano solo, Lewis, Clark and Chorus

3. Mess Call 27

John Ordway, Patrick Gass, George Shannon,

Toussaint Charbonneau and  Chorus

4. York 38

Clark, Lewis, York and Chorus

5. A Grizzly Tale 51

Lewis and Chorus

6. Bird Woman 59

Sacajawea and Chorus

7. Bitterroot 67

Lewis, York, Clark and Chorus

This choral cycle is derived from the dramatic cantata entitled The Last Voyage of Captain

Meriwether Lewis which depicts the last hours in the life of Meriwether Lewis.  The choral cycle is

drawn from the memories Lewis relives during that final night of his life. 

The movements of the cycle are musical chronicles and descriptions of life with the Lewis and

Clark Corps of Discovery: 1804-1806, with songs of joy and accomplishment, adventure and danger,

humor and discovery.  The Corps travels up the Missouri to discover “A New Eden”; the men describe

meal time in “Mess Call”; York shares a tall tale; Lewis recounts a bear hunt; and Sacajawea sings a

lullaby to her newborn. The last movement depicts the physical and psychic hardships brought on by the

arduous and dangerous journey across the forbidding Bitterroot Mountains; and then the joy of

discovering at the mouth of the Columbia River their goal: the Pacific Ocean. 



&
?

### #

# # # #

43

43
Piano

....œœœœ
jœœœ.
œœœ.

Œ œ œ..˙̇

Andante con moto

f with abandon

....œœœœ
jœœœ.
œœœ.

Œ œ œ..˙̇

hk » §ª
....œœœœ

jœœœ.
œœœ.

Œ œ œ.
.˙̇

....œœœœ
jœœœ.
œœœ.

Œ œ œ
.˙

œœ œœ œœ
Œ œ œ.˙
P

&
?

### #

# # # #

6 œœ œœ œœ

Œ œ œ
.˙

...œœœ
jœœœ. œœœ.

Œ œ œ
.˙

...œœœ J
œœœ. œœœ.

Œ œ œ
.˙

F
...˙̇̇

Œ œ œ.˙
cresc.P

˙̇̇̇ œœœœ
Œ œ œ.˙

&
?

### #

# # # #

11 .œ jœ œ..˙̇

Œ œ œ
.˙

f

.œ jœ œ..˙̇

Œ œ œ
.˙

....˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ.˙

ƒ

˙̇̇̇ œœœœ

Œ œ œ.˙

.

.œœ
J
œœ œœ

œ ˙

..œœ
jœœ œœ

œ ˙

&
?

### #

# # # #

17 ˙̇̇ œœœ

œ ˙
f

œœœ ˙̇̇

˙ œ

œœn œœ œœ.˙

œ ˙

..˙̇ œ œ œn

˙ œ

˙̇̇ œœœ

œ ˙
F

&

?

### #

# # # #

# # #

# # #

C

C

22

œœœ ˙̇̇

˙ œ
dim. poco a poco

œœn œœ œœ.˙

œ ˙

..˙̇œ œ œn

˙ œ

∑

.

.˙̇

.˙

poco rit. ∑

.

.˙̇

.˙

3

1. The Corps of Discovery
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and Chorus

Bruce TrinkleyJason Charnesky
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Lewis: President Thomas Jefferson to the Congress of the United States, December 1802: 

"The river Missouri and the Indians inhabiting it are not as well known as is rendered desirable by their connection with the 

Mississippi and consequently with us. One officer and three dozens soldiers could explore the whole line, even to the Western Ocean."
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œ Jœ œ Jœn
Broth er hood: the

œ jœ œ Jœ
Broth er hood: theœ Jœn œ Jœ
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....˙̇̇̇ ....˙˙˙̇##
....˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ œ# œ
œ œ œ œ.w .˙

F

-

- -

-

-

&

&

V
?

&
?

b

b

b

b

b

b

34 œ œ# œ .˙ .˙
To the ho ri zon

œ œ œ .˙ .˙
To the ho ri zon

œ œ œ .˙ .˙
To the ho ri zon

œ œ œ .˙ .˙
To the ho ri zon

34 œœœœ œœœœ##
œœœœ
....˙̇̇̇ ....˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

f

f

f

f

f

œ œ# œ .˙ .˙
thun der ing bi son

œ# œ œ .˙n .˙
thun der ing bi son

œn œ œ .˙ .˙
thun der ing bi son

œ œ œ .˙# .˙
thun der ing bi son

œœœœn# œœœœ##
œœœœ
....˙̇̇̇ ....˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œn
œn œ# œ œ œ œ.w .˙

˙ œ# .˙ .˙
met our star tled

˙n œ .˙ .˙
met our star tled

˙ œ .˙# .˙
met our star tled

˙ œ .˙ .˙
met our star tled

˙̇̇ œœœ# ....˙̇̇̇# ....˙̇̇̇
Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

molto dimin.

molto dimin.

molto dimin.

molto dimin.

molto dimin.

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -
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46

46

46

46

46
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49

49

49

49

49
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37

.w .˙
gaze.

.w .˙
gaze.

.w .˙
gaze.

.w .˙
gaze.

37 œœ œœ
œœ
.
.˙̇ .

.˙̇

Œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

.w .˙

p

p

p

p

p

.w jœ ‰ œ œ
To as

.w jœ ‰ œ œ
To as

.w jœ ‰ œ œ
To as

.w# jœ ‰ œ œ
To as

œœ œœ
œœ
.
.˙̇nn œœ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

.˙ œ œ# œ
cend, to as

.˙ œ œ œ
cend, to as

.˙ œ œ œ
cend, to as

.˙ œ œ œ
cend, to as

....˙̇̇̇ œœœœ œœ##
œœ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ.w
cresc.

.˙ œ œ œ
cend to the

.˙ œ œ œ
cend to the.˙ œ œ œ
cend to the

.˙ œ œ œ
cend to the

....˙̇̇̇ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
Œ œ œ œ œ œ.w

f

f

f

f

f

- -

- -

- -

- -

&

&

V
?

&
?

b

b

b

b

b

b

49

49

49
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41 .˙ .˙ .˙
ends of the

.˙ .˙ .˙
ends of the.˙ .˙ .˙
ends of the.˙ .˙ .˙
ends of the

41 ....˙˙˙̇ ....˙̇˙˙ ....˙̇˙˙
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

œ œ œ .˙ ˙ œ
end less un seen Rock y

œ œ œ .˙ ˙ œ
end less un seen Rock y

œ œ œ .˙ ˙ œ
end less un seen Rock y

œ œ œ .˙ ˙ œ
end less un seen Rock y

œœ œœ
œœ
.
.˙̇ .

.˙̇

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

p

p

p

p

p

.˙ .˙ œ Œ Œ
Moun tains.

.˙ .˙ œ Œ Œ
Moun tains.

.˙ .˙ œ Œ Œ
Moun tains.

.˙ .˙ œ Œ Œ
Moun tains.

œœ œœ
œœ
.
.˙̇nn .

.˙̇

Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -
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b

b

b

44

œ œ œ .˙ .˙
Here lost to sight from

44

..˙̇
....˙̇̇̇

....˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

pLewis

œ œ œ .˙ ˙ Œ
all that I knew.

...˙̇̇
....˙̇̇̇

....˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

P

cresc.

œ œ œ .˙ ˙ œ
I found my self in a

...˙̇̇
...˙̇̇

...˙̇̇

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

cresc.

-

V

&
?

b

b

b

# # # #

# # # #
# # # #

46

46

46

47 ˙ œ# .˙n ˙ Œ
world made new.

47

...˙̇̇##n
˙̇ œœ## ..˙̇nn

Œ œ# œn œ# œn œ œ# œ œ.wn .˙ &

F

F

œ œ œ œ œ œ
An i mals nev er be

œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙

PClark

P

˙ œ .˙
fore be held.

œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙
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### #

# # # #
# # # #

50 ∑

50

3

œ œ œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙
F

∑

3

œ œn œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙

œ œn œ œ œ œ
Wa ter falls plum met ted,œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

?

FLewis

P

œn œ œ ˙n jœ ‰
riv er banks swelled.

œœœnn œn œœœ œ œœœ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

- - - - - -
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54 ∑ Œ œn
The

∑

∑ Œ œ
The

∑
54 œœœœnnn œœœœ œœœœ ....˙̇̇̇n

œ œœ œ œœ œ œ

P

P

F

œ# œ œ ˙ œ
beast trod the earth in

Ó . Ó œ
The

œ œ œ ˙ œ
beast trod the earth in

Ó . Ó œ
The

....wwww##
Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙

P

P

P

.˙ œ œ œ
peace in a

œ œ œ ˙ œ
beast trod the earth in

.˙ œ œ œ
peace in aœ œ œ ˙ œ
beast trod the earth in

œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ
Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙

cresc.

cresc.

&

&

V
?

&

?

### #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #
# # # #

# # # #

    

   

   

  

57

˙ œ œ œ œ
world un known to the

.˙ ˙ œ
peace un

˙ œ œ œ œ
world un known to the

.˙ ˙ œ
peace un

57

˙̇ œœ œœ œœ œœ
Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

.˙ œ Œ œ
East since

œ œ œ œ œ œ
known to the East since

.˙ œ Œ œ
East since

œ œ œ œ œ œ
known to the East since

..˙̇ œœ œœ œœœ œ œ œ œ œœ
Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙

f

f

f

f

˙ ˙ ˙
E den was

˙ ˙ ˙
E den was

˙ ˙ ˙
E den was˙ ˙ ˙
E den was

˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇ ˙˙˙̇

Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙
f
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- -

- -

- -
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# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #
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60 .w
lost.

.w
lost.

.w
lost.

.w
lost.

60 ˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ œ œ œ.w

.w

.w

.w

.w
˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇ ˙̇˙˙

Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙

ƒ

.˙ œ Œ œ
A

.˙ œ Œ œ
A

.˙ œ Œ œ
A

.˙ œ Œ œ
A˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ œ œ œ.w

F

F

F

F

&

&

V
?

&
?

### #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

n n n n

n n n n

n n n n

n n n n

n n n n

n n n n

49

49

49

49

49

49

63 ˙ œ ˙ œ
land of fire and

˙ œ ˙ œ
land of fire and˙ œ ˙ œ
land of fire and˙ œ ˙ œ
land of fire and

63 ..wwœ œ œ œ œ œœ
Œ œ œ œ œ œ.w
F

˙ Œ Ó .
frost.

˙ Œ œ ˙
frost. A new

˙ Œ Ó .
frost.

˙ Œ œ ˙
frost. A new

.

.ww
Œ œ œ œ œ œ.w

Ó . Ó œ .˙
A new

.˙ .˙ .˙
E den.

Ó . Ó œ .˙
A new.˙ .˙ .˙

E den.

....˙̇̇̇
....˙̇̇̇

....˙˙˙̇

Œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

P

P

P

P

P dimin. poco a poco

-

-
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66 .˙ .˙ .˙
E den.

.˙ œ Œ œ .˙
 A new.˙ .˙ .˙
E den..˙ œ Œ œ .˙

 A new

66

..˙̇#
...˙̇̇n

....˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

.˙ œ Œ œ .˙
A new

.˙ .˙ .˙
E den.

.˙ œ Œ œ .˙
A new.˙ .˙ .˙

E den.

....˙̇̇̇
....˙̇̇̇

....˙˙˙̇

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
.w .˙
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68 .w .˙
E den.

.w Œ œ œ
And we.w .˙

E den..w Œ œ œ#
 And we

68

..˙̇#
...˙̇̇n

....˙̇̇̇

Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

p

p

˙ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ
the un dis cov ered

˙ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ
searched the un dis cov ered

˙ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ
the un dis cov ered

˙ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ
searched the un dis cov ered

...˙̇̇
..˙̇̇ œ ..˙̇̇ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
.w .˙

p
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- - -

25



&

&

V
?

&
?

70 .w .˙#
E den's

.w .˙
E den's

.w# .˙
E den's.w .˙
E den's

70

..˙̇#
...˙̇̇#

...˙̇̇#

Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

.w .˙
end.

.w .˙
end.

.w .˙
end.

.w .˙
end.

œ œ œ .˙n .˙

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
.w .˙

π

π

π

π

π
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◊

72

.w œ Œ Œ
 

.w œ Œ Œ
 

.w œ Œ Œ
 

.w# œ Œ Œ
 

72 œœ œœ
œœ
.
.˙̇nn .

.˙̇

Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙
∏

.w .˙
E den's

.w .˙
E den's

.w .˙
E den's

.w .˙
E den's

œœ œœ
œœ
.
.˙̇ .

.˙̇

Œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ.w .˙

rit.

rit.

∏

∏

∏

∏

.wU
end.

.w#
U
end.

.w
U
end.

.w
U
end....www
U

..ww
U

-

-

-

-
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C

C
Piano

œœ
œœ œœ ˙̇

Ó
œœ

œœ œœ

Allegro vivace h » ¡º•

ƒ
œœ

œœ œœ ˙̇
˙̇ œœ

œœ œœ

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
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&
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?
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?

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

    

   

   

  

4 œ œ œ ˙
How do you get

Ó œ œ œ
How do you

œ œ œ ˙
How do you get

Ó œ œ œ
How do you

4 Œ œœœ œ
Œ œœœ œ

ẇ ˙

F

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ .œ Jœ
four doz en men to

˙ œ œ œ
get four doz en

œ œ œ .œ Jœ
four doz en men to

˙ œ œ œ
get four doz en

Œ œœœ œ
Œ œœœ œ

ẇ ˙

œ œ œ œ
traipse out West then

œ œ œ œ
men to traipse outœ œ œ œ

traipse out West then

œ œ œ œ
men to traipse out

Œ œœœ œ
Œ œœœ œ

ẇ ˙

œ œ .œ ‰
back a gain?

œ œ œ œ
West then back aœ œ .œ ‰
back a gain?

œ œ œ œ
West then back a

Œ œœœ œ
Œ œœœ œ

ẇ ˙

- -

- -

- -

- -
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bb b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

8

œ œ œ œ œ
What keeps them go ing,

˙ jœ ‰ Œ
gain?

œ œ œ œ œ
What keeps them go ing,

˙ jœ ‰ Œ
gain?

8

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

f

f

f

f

f

œn œ œ œ
truth be told, is

œ œ œ œ œ œ
What keeps them go ing is

œ œ œn œ
truth be told, is

œ œ œ œ œ œ
What keeps them go ing is

œœœœnn œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œn œ œb œ
nei ther fame nor

œn œ œ œ
nei ther fame nor

œn œ œ œ
nei ther fame nor

œb œ œ œ
nei ther fame nor˙̇˙˙̇##nn > ˙̇˙˙̇b >

˙̇̇nnn > ˙̇̇b>

sub.p cresc.

sub.p cresc.

sub.p cresc.

sub.p cresc.

sub.p cresc.
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bb b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

11 œn œ œb Œ
grace nor gold.

œn œ œ Œ
grace nor gold.

œn œ œ Œ
grace nor gold.

œ œ œ Œ
grace nor gold.

11 ˙˙˙̇̇##nn > ˙˙˙̇̇b
>

?

˙̇̇nnn > ˙̇̇b
>

∑

œ œ œ œ œ
What puts the woods men

∑

œ œ œ œ œ
What puts the woods men

œœ œœ œœ œœ∫ œœb

œœ œœ œœ œœb∫ œœ

f

f

f

∑

œ œ .œ ‰
in the mood?

∑

œ œ ˙
in the mood

œœ∫ œœb ˙̇ &

œœb∫ œœ ˙̇n

œ œ œ œ œ
What puts the woods men

œ œ œ œ œ
What puts the woods men

œ œ œ œ œ
What puts the woods men

w
œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

ww

f

f

-

- -
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b b b b b b

b b b b b b
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b b b b b b

46

46
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15 œ œ 3˙ œ
in the mood is

œ œ
3

˙ œ
in the mood is

œ œ 3˙ œ
in the mood is

˙ 3˙ œ
 is

15 œœœ œœœ
3˙̇̇ œœœ

ww

.w>
food!

.w>
food!

.wn >
food!.w>
food!....wwwwn >
Œ œœœœn œœœœ Œ œœœœ œœœœ

..˙̇ .
.˙̇

Rowdy and raucous hk » ¡º•

sub.P

.˙ œ Œ Œ

.˙ œ Œ Œ

.˙ œ Œ Œ

.˙ œ Œ Œ

Œ œœœœn œœœœ Œ œœœœœn œœœœœ

..˙̇ .
.˙̇

&

&

V
?

&
?

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

    

   

   

  

18 ˙ œ ˙ œ
Cat fish, bad ger,

˙ œ ˙ œ
Cat fish, bad ger,

˙ œ ˙ œ
Cat fish, bad ger,

˙ œ ˙ œ
Cat fish, bad ger,

18 ˙̇̇ œœœ ˙̇̇ œœœ
Œ œ œ Œ œ œ

.˙ .˙

f

f

f

f

f

˙b œ ˙ Œ
elk and bear,

˙ œ ˙ Œ
elk and bear,

˙ œ ˙ Œ
elk and bear,˙ œ ˙ Œ
elk and bear,

˙̇̇b œœœ ...˙̇̇

Œ œ œ œ œ œ
.w

œ œ œ ˙ œ
an te lope rump and

œ œ œ ˙ œ
an te lope rump and

œ œ œ ˙ œ
an te lope rump andœ œ œ ˙ œ
an te lope rump andœœ œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ
Œ œ œ Œ œ œ.˙ .˙
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- - - -
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b b b b b b
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b b b b b b

b b b b b b
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21 ˙n œ ˙ Œ
bea ver tail.

˙ œ ˙ Œ
bea ver tail.

˙ œ ˙ Œ
bea ver tail.

˙ œ ˙ Œ
bea ver tail.

21

˙̇̇n œœœ ...˙̇̇
Œ œ œ œn œ œ.w

˙ œ ˙ œ
Su et dump lings,

˙ œ ˙ œ
Su et dump lings,

˙ œ ˙ œ
Su et dump lings,

˙ œ ˙ œ
Su et dump lings,

˙̇̇ œœœ ˙̇̇n œœœ
Œ œ œ œ œ œ.w

P cresc.

cresc.P

cresc.P

cresc.P

cresc.P

˙n œn ˙# Œ
ba con, beans,

˙n œ ˙ Œ
ba con, beans,

˙n œn ˙ Œ
ba con, beans,

˙# œn ˙n Œ
ba con, beans,

˙̇̇n#n œœœnn# ˙̇̇# Œ

Œ œn œn œ# œn œn
.wn
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pheas ant, grouse, and
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ducks and geese, and
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.˙̇̇ œœ œ ..˙̇ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ.w

FJohn Ordway

-

-

-

-

-

30



V

&
?

# # #

# # #

# # #

27

˙# œ ˙ œ
versed the grand Mis

27

...www#

Ó œ œ#>
œ œ.w

P

˙n œ œ œ œ
sou ri and be

....wwwwn#
Ó œ œ#

>
œ œ.w

˙# œ ˙ œ
came so mi gra

...www#

Ó œ œ#>
œ œ.w

˙ œ Œ œ œ
tor y, ev 'ry

....wwwwn
Ó œ œ> œ œ.w

˙ œ ˙ œ
din ner was a

˙̇ œœ ˙̇ œœ

˙ œ ˙ œ

- - - - - - - -

V

&

?

&
?

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

    

  

32

.˙ œ Œ Œ
treat.

Ó . Œ œœ œœ
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˙ œ ˙ œ

Ó . Œ œ œ
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treat.
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for each
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man: nine pounds of

Ó œ ˙ œ
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man: nine pounds of

Ó œ ˙ œ
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meat.
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meat..˙ ˙ Œ
meat.

.˙ ˙ Œ
meat.

...wwwn
œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
&

&

V
?

&
?

bb b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

b b b b b b

43 œ œ œ ˙ œ
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œ œ œ ˙ œ
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œ œ œ ˙ œ
buf fa lo calf with

œ œ œ ˙ œ
buf fa lo calf withœ œ œ ˙ œ
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ex cel lent veal,
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œ œ œ ˙ Œ
ex cel lent veal,

œ œ œ ˙ Œ
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buf fa lo hump,
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buf fa lo hump, and
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buf fa lo hump.

œ œ œ œ Œ Œ
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Flour with some more dried fish,
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In di ans could not
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Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
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5. A Grizzly Tale
Lewis and Chorus
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Lewis: Monday, May 6th, 1805

We saw many tracks of  bear of enormous size along the river shore.

The Indians give a very formidable account of the strength and ferocity of this animal, which they never 

dare to attack but in parties of six, eight or ten persons. 

[with a bit of a sneer]The Indians may well fear this animal.  But in the hands of skillful riflemen, 

these bear are by no means as formidable or dangerous as they have been represented.

[smugly]The men, as well as myself, are anxious to meet with some of these bear. 
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Lewis: Saturday, May 11th, 1805

About 5 p.m. my attention was struck by one of our party. He was running at a distance towards us, hollering 

as if in distress. It was Bratton. He arrived so much out of breath that it was several minutes before 

he could tell what had happened. He had shot a bear which immediately turned and pursued him!  

We all then pursued this bear about a mile and found him concealed in some very thick brush and shot him through 

the skull with two balls.  It was a monstrous beast! 

These bear being so hard to die rather intimidates us all. 

[Confidentially]I must confess that I do not like the gentlemen and had rather fight two Indians than one bear. 
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Lewis: Tuesday, May 14th 1805:

The men discovered a large bear lying in open grounds about 300 paces from the river. Six of them went out to 

attack him, all good hunters. Four of them fired nearly at the same time and put each his bullet though the bear. 

In an instant this monster ran at them with open mouth.  The two who had reserved their fires discharged 

their pieces at him.  This, however, only retarded his motion for a moment.  The men, unable to reload their guns, 

took to flight. [Understated] The bear pursued.

Concealed among the willows, two of the party reloaded their pieces and discharged. But the guns served 

only to direct the bear to them.  He pursued them so close that they were obliged to throw aside their guns and throw 

themselves into the river, although the bank was nearly twenty feet perpendicular.

The enraged animal plunged into the river only a few feet behind the closest man. One of those who still remained 

on shore shot the beast through the head and finally killed him. [a sigh of relief]
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