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One Life is based on the life and writings of Rachel Carson.  She was born near

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1907 and attended the Pennsylvania College for Women, now

Chatham University.  She worked as a biologist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Her

major writings are Silent Spring, Under the Sea-wind, The Sea Around Us, and The Edge of

the Sea.  Silent Spring was the first publication to expose the dangers of pesticides and

launched the ecology movement in America.  Rachel Carson died of cancer in 1964. 

One Life is dedicated to Douglas and Grace Miller. 
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For Speaker and Piano

Air!

The wispy, almost invisible blanket 

that covers us all.
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of downy clouds that warms the cold earth through the longest of winters. Water!

The simplest of gifts, the easy marriage  

The sky-blue comforter  

of two elements to make a miracle.
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Life-giving, life-nourishing, life-preserving dew that bathes the planet in storms and streams and rivers and seas.

Earth!

The foundation of all our exploits, all our dreams.

The tiny rocky globe 
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These three are here met together, miraculously, and make possible   

that most improbable of elements, the fire of Life!

This is one story of that Life. 

 that circles the sun and gives us a home.
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 tapestry of Life. This is the story of one woman.      And perhaps it is the story of all women, 

in a way we have yet to learn . . . for we have yet to learn how to follow  

the voices of the elements of our earth.

 This is the story of a woman whose heart and mind strove to understand the vast and intricate
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2. The Elements of Life
For SATB Chorus and Piano

Bruce TrinkleyJason Charnesky
from One Life: The Rachel Carson Project

© 2016 Bruce Trinkley and Jason Charnesky
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20 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

wwnn
Œ œœœ

œœœ œœœ

sub. Pmolto cresc.

sub.P molto cresc. div.

sub. P molto cresc.

sub. P molto cresc.

sub.Pmolto cresc.

˙n - Jœ ‰ œ
air, of-̇

Jœ ‰ œ
air, of-̇

Jœ ‰ œ
air, of-̇

Jœ ‰ œ
air, of

œœœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ

œœœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ

œœœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ

œœœ
œœœ
œœœ
œœœ

ww
Œ œœœ

œœœ œœœ

ƒ brilliant

ƒ brilliant
unis.

ƒ brilliant

ƒ brilliant

ƒ brilliant

w# -
air.

w-
air.

w-
air.

w-
air.œœœ#
œœœ œœœ œœœ#

œœœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ

œœœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ

œœœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ

ww
Œ œœœ# œœœ œœœ &

11



&

&

V
?

&
&

42

42

42

42

42

42

c

c

c

c

c
c

    

   

   

23 ∑

∑

∑

∑
23

œœ# œœ œœ œœ# œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

˙̇̇# jœœœ
...œœœ

F dim.

∑

∑

∑

∑

œœ œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ
?

non ritard.

non ritard.

P

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Fol - low where the for - ests lead and

jœ .œ jœ œ jœ
Fol - low for - est and

Jœ .œ Jœ œ Jœ
Fol - low for - est and

Jœ .œ Jœ œ Jœ
Fol - low for - est and

J
œœœ

...œœœ J
œœœ ...œœœ

J
œœœ

...œœœ
jœœœ

...œœœ

P

P

P

P

sonore

&

&

V

?

&
?

    

   

   

26 œ œ œ .œ ‰
you will find me.

œ œ œ .œ ‰
you will find me.

œ œ œ .œ ‰
you will find me.

œ# œ œ .œn ‰
you will find me.

26

J
œœœ

...œœœ
J
œœœ ...œœœ

jœœ##
.
.œœ

jœœnn
.
.œœ

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ
Ask di - rec - tions of the ce - dar

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ
Ask di - rec - tions of the ce - dar

œ œ œ# œ
Ask di - rec - tions

œ œ œ œ
Ask di - rec - tions

œœœœbb -
œœœœ-

œœœœ# -
œœœœ-œœœ-

œœœ-
œœ-

œœ-

p

p

p

p

p sonore

œb œ œ ˙
or the pine tree.

œb œ œ œ ‰ jœ
or the pine tree. The

œ œn œb ˙
or the pine tree.

œ œ œ ˙
or the pine tree.

œœœœbb -
œœœ-

˙̇̇-

œœœ-
œœœ- ˙̇

π

12



&

&

V

?

&
?

    

   

   

29 ˙ Œ ‰ jœ
 The

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
cro - cus knows me in - ti - mate - ly.

˙ Ó
 

˙ Ó
 

29

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
œœ œœ œœ œœ

π dreamily

dreamily

π

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
cro - cus knows me in - ti - mate - ly.

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
The

∑

∑

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
œœ œœ œœ œœ

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
The

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
cro - cus knows me in - ti - mate - ly.

˙ œ œ
Ground for the

˙ œ œ
Ground for the

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
œœ œœ œœ œœ

p mysteriously

pmysteriously

&

&

V

?

&
?

    

   

   

32

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
cro - cus knows me in - ti - mate - ly.

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
The

˙ œ œ
oak and the

˙ œ œ
oak and the

32

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
œœ œœ œœ œœ

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
The

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
cro - cus knows me in - ti - mate -

œ œ œ ˙
cin - na - mon tree,œ œ œ ˙
cin - na - mon tree,

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ jœ ‰ œ
cro - cus knows me. The

˙ jœ
‰ œ

ly.
The

˙ jœ ‰ œ
The

˙ Jœ ‰ œ
The

˙̇̇ œœœ
Œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

espressivo

espressivo

espressivoπ

π espressivo

œ œ œ œ
el - e - ment of

œ œ œ œ
el - e - ment of

œ œ œ œ
el - e - ment of

œ œ œ œ
el - e - ment of

∑

ww

13



&

&

V
?

&
?

    

   

   

36

w-
earth.

w-
earth.

w-
earth.

w-
earth.

36
œ̇̇ œ œ œ œ̇̇ œ œ œ

œœ œœ ˙̇

.˙ Œ

.˙ Œ

.˙ Œ

.˙ Œ

œ̇̇ œ œ œ œ̇̇ œ œ œ

œœ œœ ˙̇

∑

œ- œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Fol - low all that now sur - rounds you.

∑

∑

œ̇ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ˙
œœ œœ ˙̇

˙ggggg

p molto cresc. adamantly

p molto cresc.

&

&

V

?

&
?

    

   

   

39 œ- œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Fol - low all that leaps a - round you.

œ- œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ
Fol - low all that leaps a - round you.

œ- œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ
Fol - low all that leaps a - round you.

∑
39 œ̇ œ œ œ œ̇ œ œ œ

œœ œœ ˙̇
˙

#ggggg

p molto cresc. adamantly

p molto cresc. adamantly

œ- œ œb œ œb œ œ œ
If you fol - low all that's far and

œ- œn œb œ œ œ œ œ
If you fol - low all that's far and

œb - œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
If you fol - low all that's far and,

œ- œ œb œ œ œ œ œ
If you fol - low all that's far and

œœb .œ Jœ
œœ œœ œœ œœb ..œœb Jœœ

œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ
.
.œœ

jœœ

f

f

f

f adamantly

f

˙b ˙
wide, you

œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ
if you fol - low all that's far and

˙ ˙b
wide, you

˙ ˙b
wide, you˙bœ œ œ œ œ̇b œ œ œ

˙̇Œ
œœ ...

œœœbgggg
jœœ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

14
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V
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42 œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ
find that which is bur - ied deep in -

˙b œ œ œ œ
wide, you will find in -

œb œ œ œ œb œ œn œ
find that which is bur - ied deep in -

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
find that which is bur - ied deep in -

42 œ̇̇b œœ œœb œœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœb

˙̇bb
Œ œœb ...

œœœ
ngggggg jœœ

molto allarg.

molto allarg.

˙ œ#
U ‰ jœ

side you, the

˙ œ
U ‰ jœ

side you, the

˙ œU ‰ Jœ
side you, the

˙ œU ‰ Jœ
side you, the

˙̇œ œb œ œ œœœ#
U Œ

˙̇
Œ œ œœ Œ

p espressivo

p espressivo

p espressivo

p espressivo

.œ jœ œ œ
el - e - ment of

.œ jœ œ# œ
el - e - ment of

.œn Jœ œ œ
el - e - ment of

.œ Jœ œ# œ
el - e - ment of

...œœœn
jœœœ œœœ

œœœœ
..œœ

jœœ œœ# œœ

piano optional

-̇
Jœ ‰ œ

life, the

-̇
jœ ‰ œ

life, the-̇
Jœ ‰ œ

life, the

-̇
jœ ‰ œ

life, the

wwww

w
w

&

&

V
?

&
?

    

   

   

◊

46 .œ Jœ œ œ
el - e - ment of

.œ jœ œ œ#
el - e - ment of.œ Jœ œ œ
el - e - ment of

.œ jœ œœ œœ
el - e - ment of

46 ...œœœ
jœœœ œœœ œœœ#

˙
˙ ˙

˙

w-
life.

w-
life.

w-
life.

w
life.

œ̇̇ œ œ œ ˙̇̇

œœ œœ œœ œœ

a tempo

p

a tempo

w

w
w

w

œ̇̇ œ œ œ ˙̇̇ ?

œœ œœ œœ œœ

rit.

rit.

wU

w
U

wU

w
U

www
U

ww
U
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?

?

### #

# # # #

c

c

..

..

..

..
Piano

‰ . j̊œ œ ‰ . J
œn
œ

œ .œ œ œ .œ œ

Sprightly and saucy
(swing all dotted 8th and 16th notes)

p (vamp til ready)

‰ . J
œ
.œ œn .œ œ# .œ œ

&

œ .œ œ# .œ œ .œ œ

q » ¡¡™

&

&

&

&

&

?

## # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

S1    

S2

A1

A2   

3

.œ# - œ .œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈
Sci - ence is a job for men,

.œ# - œ .œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈
Sci - ence is a job for men,

.œ- œ .œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈
Sci - ence is a job for men,

.œ- œ .œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈
Sci - ence is a job for men,

3

˙ .œ# œ .œ œ ˙n .œ œ
3

œœ œœ œœn

Œ̇ œœ Œ̇ œœ

F

F

F

F

F

œ .œ œ œ jœ ‰
Bright men, the right men,

œ .œ œ œ jœ ‰
Bright men, the right men,

œ .œ œ œ jœ ‰
Bright men, the right men,

œ .œ œ œ jœ ≈ j̊œ
Bright men, the right men, in -

œœœœ
œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ ‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ

f

Ó Œ ‰ . j̊œ
Whose

Ó Œ ‰ . j̊œ
Whose

Ó Œ ‰ . j̊œ
Whose

.œn œ .œ œ œ> .œ œ
var - i - a - bly white men, Whose

˙̇̇nn ˙̇̇

œ œ# ˙ .œ œ#
3

œ œ œ

F

p P

16

3. Science Is a Job for Men
For Treble Quartet* and Piano

Bruce TrinkleyJason Charnesky
from One Life

© 2016 Bruce Trinkley and Jason Charnesky

*The quartet should be dressed in tuxedos, with fake moustaches, top hats and canes.
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&

&

&

&
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## # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

S1    

S2

A1

A2   

6
3

œ œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
rig-or-ous minds don't sway and bend to

3

œ œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
rig-or-ous minds don't sway and bend to

3

œ œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
rig-or-ous minds don't sway and bend to

3

œ œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
rig-or-ous minds don't sway and bend to

6
3

œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ ..œœ œœ ..œœ œœ
Œ̇ œœ

˙
Œ œœ

F

.œ œ
3

œ œ œ .œ ‰
mood-y wom-an-ish whims.

.œ œ
3

œ œ œ .œ ‰
mood-y wom-an-ish whims.

.œ œ œ œ 3

œ œ œ
mood-y wom-an-ish

.œ œ œ
3

œ œ œ œ
mood-y wom-an-ishwhims.

..œœ œœ
3

œœ œœ œœ
3

œœ œœ œœ
3

œœ œœ œœ

Œ̇ œœ Œ̇ œœ

Œ .œ œ
3

œ œ œ .Jœ ≈
Mood - y wom-an-ish whims.

.œ œ# 3

œ œ œ œ .Jœ ≈
Mood - y wom-an-ish whims.

˙ œ .jœ ≈
whims.

œ
3

œ# œ œ œ .jœ ≈
Wom-an-ish whims.

3

œœ œ#
3

œ œ œ
3

œœ œœ œœ
3

œœœœ œœn

˙# Œ
œœ 3

œ œn œ 3

œœ œ

&

&

&

&

&

?

## # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

S1    

S2

A1

A2   

9

.œ# œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
Sci - ence is a job for men to

.œ# œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
Sci - ence is a job for men to

.œ# œ .œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈
Sci - ence is a job for men

.œ# œ .œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈
Sci - ence is a job for men

9

.œ# œ .œ œ .œ# œ .œ œ

‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ ‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ
f

.œ œ .œ œn .œ œ .jœ ≈
take the world a - part and then

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈
take the world a - part and then

Ó Œ ‰ . j̊œ
put

Ó Œ ‰ . j̊œ
put

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ ‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ
F

Ó Œ ‰ . j̊œ
in

Ó Œ ‰ . j̊œ
in

.œn œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
all the piec - es back a - gain in

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
all the piec - es back a - gain in

œœœ#n ...œœœ œœœ ˙̇̇n
œœœ#n ...œœœ œœœ ˙̇

P

17
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&

&

&
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## # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

S1    

S2

A1

A2   

12
3

œn œ œ .œ œ œ#>
jœ ≈ j̊œ

what - ev - er shape we choose, the

3

œn œ œ .œ œ œ#>
jœ ≈ j̊œ

what - ev - er shape we choose, the

3

œ œn œn .œ œ œ>
jœ ≈ j̊œ#

what - ev - er shape we choose, the

3

œ œn œn .œ œ œ>
jœ ≈ j̊œ#

what - ev - er shape we choose, the
12

˙̇̇̇nnn ˙̇̇

œœœnnn ...œœœ œœœ ˙̇̇

.œn œ .œ œ œ> .Jœ ≈
earth is ours to use,

.œn œ .œ œ œ> .jœ ≈
earth is ours to use,

.œ œ .œ œ œ> .jœ ≈
earth is ours to use,

.œ œ .œ œ œ> .jœ ≈
earth is ours to use,

˙̇˙˙#nn
..œœ œœ ..œœ œœ

œœœ## ...œœœ œœœ ˙
‰ . j̊œ .œ œ

.¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ J¿ ‰
(Use the earth, a - buse the earth)

.¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ J¿ ‰
(Use the earth, a - buse the earth)

.¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ J¿ ‰
(Use the earth, a - buse the earth)

.¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ .¿ ¿ J¿ ‰
(Use the earth, a - buse the earth)

˙# .œn œ .œ œ .œ œ œ˙̇nn
˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

whispered

whispered

whispered

whispered

sub. p

&

&

&

&

&

?

## # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

S1    

S2

A1

A2   

15

.œ# œ .œ œ œn - .œ œ
Man would be a fool not to

.œ# œ .œ œ œn - .œ œ
Man would be a fool not to

.œ# œ .œ œ œn - .œ œ
Man would be a fool not to

.œ# œ .œ œ œn - .œ œ
Man would be a fool not to

15 .œ# œ .œ œ œn .œ œ

‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ ‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ

F

F

F

F

F

.œ œ .œ œ .Jœ ≈ œ-
use it as a tool for

.œ œ .œ œ .Jœ ≈ œ-
use it as a tool for

.œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈ œ# -
use it as a tool for

.œ œ .œ œ .jœ ≈ œn -
use it as a tool for

.œ œ .œ œ œ œœœœ#n -
‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ ˙# ‰ . j̊œ œn -

f

f

f

f

f

.œ# - œ .œ œ œ# œ
Sci - ence is a job for

.œ# - œ .œ œ œ# œ
Sci - ence is a job for

.œn - œ# .œ œ œ# œ
Sci - ence is a job for

.œ- œ .œ# œ œ‹ œ
Sci - ence is a job for

...œœœn œœœ# ...œœœ œœœ œœœœ###‹ -
œœœœœn -

˙
Œ œœ œœœ### -

œœœ-

18



&

&

&

&

&

?

## # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

S1    

S2

A1

A2   

18

w
men.

w
men.

w
men.

w
men.

18

.œ# œ .œ œ .œ œ œ

‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ ‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ ‰̇ . j̊œ .œ œ

∑

.œn œ .œ œ .œ œ Œ
Wom - en are al - right - y

Ó Œ .œ œ
though e -

∑

œœn ..œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ
œœb ..œœ œœ œœn ..œœ œœ

p

p

p

&

&

&

&

&

?

## # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

S1    

S2

A1

A2   

21

Ó Œ .œ œ
they can

∑

.œn œ .œ œ .œ œ Œ
mo - tion - al and flight - y,

Ó Œ .œ œ
they can

21

œœn ..œœ œœ ..œœ̇ œœ ..œœ œœ
œœb ..œœ œœ .œ œ .œ œ

P cresc.

P cresc.

cresc.

.œ œ .œn œ œn .œ œ
help a man un - wind most - ly

Ó Œ .œ œ
most - ly

Ó Œ .œ œ
most - ly

.œn œ .œ œ œ# .œ œ
help a man un - wind most - ly

œœœ
...œœœ œœœ

œœœn ...œœœ œœœ
œœn ..œœ œœ œœ# ..œœ œœ

.œn œn .œ œn œ Jœ ‰
cause they have no mind.

.œn œn .œ œ œ jœ ‰
cause they have no mind.

.œ œ .œ# œ œ Jœ ‰
cause they have no mind.

.œ œn .œ œ œ# jœ ‰
cause they have no mind.

..œœn œœn ..œœ œœn
3

œœ
œœ

œœ##
3

œœ##
œœ

œœ

œœ œœ#
3

œœ œœn œœ
3œœ œœ œœ

f

f

f

f

f

19



&

&

&

&

&

?

## # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

S1    

S2

A1

A2   

24 .œ œn .œ œn .œ œ œ
Sci - ence is a job for men,.œ œn .œ œn .œ œ œ
Sci - ence is a job for men,

.œ œn .œ œn .œ œ œ
Sci - ence is a job for men,

.œ œn .œ œn .œ œ œ
Sci - ence is a job for men,

24

..œœ
œœnn .

.œœ œœnn
..œœ

œœ œœ

˙̇nn
Œ œœœnn Œ œœœnn˙̇

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

œ œn œ .jœ ≈
Strong men, long men,

œ œn œ .jœ ≈
Strong men, long men,

œn œ œn .œ œ
Strong men, long men, and

œ œ œ .jœ ≈
Strong men, long men,

œœœn œœœ œœœn ..œœ œ

‰̇ . j̊œn .œ œ ˙n ‰ . j̊œ .œn œ

f

f

f F

f

f dim.

∑

Ó Œ ‰ . j̊œ
Whose

.œn œ .œ œ œ .jœ ≈
gen - er - al - ly blond men,
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4. A Walk in the Woods
For Solo Soprano and Piano

*Opening flute motif based on the song of a small bird heard in the live oaks on the Santa Rosa Plateau in southern California



&

&
?

89

89

89

15

Œ . œb œ œb œ
fol - low - ing the

.

.˙̇bb .œn .œb

.œn ‰ œn œ
.œb ‰ œb œb

P

P

œb jœb œ œb œ
beau - ty of the

..˙̇bb .œb .œ

.œb ‰ œb œb
.œb ‰ œ œb

.˙b
spring.

..˙̇nb œb
jœ œn œ# œ

.˙b ‰ œn œn .œb

.œ Œ jœ#
The

..œœbb œb
jœb œ œ œ..œœ

.œb ‰ œb œb
.œb ‰ œ œ

F

F

&

&
?

89

89

89

86

86

86

89

89

89

19

œ# Jœ# .œ œ œ# œ
bob - white's nest, and the.˙# Œ

J
œœœ### œœœ J

œœœ œœœ# J
œœœ

Œ .

œœ##
jœœ œœ

jœœ œœ
jœœ

P

œ# œ œ# œ œ œ#
o - ri - ole's aer - i - al

œœœ###
jœœœ œœœ#

jœœœ
œœ#

jœœ œœ#
jœœ

œ# jœ ‰ œ# œ#
cra - dle, and the

œœœ#
jœœœ ..œœ# œ# œ# œ

œœ##
jœœ .

.œœ
&

&

?

89

89

89

812

812

812

22

œ jœ# .œ# œ œ# œ
jewel - like eggs of the

...˙̇̇# - ..œœ## -

..˙̇-
..œœ## -

œ Jœ# .œ# .œ Jœ ‰ ‰
yel - low throat

..˙̇# œ œ# œ .œ# ..˙̇# œ œ# œ .œ#

.˙ .œn .œ# .œn .œ#& ?

poco allarg.

poco allarg.

π

.œ- œ# Jœ œ jœ# œ œ œ
all wait - ed to be dis -

.œ‰ œ œ .œ#‰ œ# œ# .œ‰ œ œ .œ‰ œ œ

.˙ .œ .œ
.˙ .œ .œ

a tempo

a tempo

P

P

&

&
?

86

86

86

25

œ jœ œ ‰ Œ . œ jœ
cov - ered. Till the

.œ‰ œ œ .œ#‰ œ# œ# .œ‰ œ œ œ œ œ

.˙n .œ .œ
.˙ .œ .œ

P serenely

.œn jœ œ
set - ting

.œ .œ‰ œn œb ‰ œ œ

..œœb ..œœ

dim.

π

serenely

.˙
sun

.‰̇ œ œb ‰ œ œb

..œœb ..œœ

œb œ œ
trans - formed the

œb œ œ‰ œb œ Jœ..œœb ..œœ

as quietly as possible

25



&

&
?

29 .˙
sky

œb œ œ‰ œb œ Jœ..œœb ..œœ

œ œb œ
in - to a

œ œb œ‰ œb œ Jœ..œœb ..œœ

.œ jœ ‰ jœn
sea of

.‰̇ œ œb œ œ œ

..œœb ..œœ

œ Jœ .œb
blue and gold

œ œb œ‰ œb œn Jœ..œœbb ..œœ

.˙
œ œb œ‰ œb œ Jœ..œœbb ..œœ

&

&

?

##

# #

# #

812

812

812

34 jœ ‰ ‰ ‰ œ œ
 and a

.œb .œ‰ œb œb ‰ œn œ

..œœbb ..œœb

espressivoœ Jœ œ Jœ
ves - per - spar - row

.œ .œ‰ œ œn ‰ œ œ#

..œœ# ..œœnb
espressivo

.œ ‰ œ œ
sang his

.œb .œ‰ œb œ ‰ œ œ#

..œœ ..œœ#

poco allarg.

poco allarg.

very warmly

.œb .œ
eve - ning

.˙b œ Jœ Jœ œb

..˙̇nb

.œ .œ
lul - la -

.œ̇# Jœ Jœ œ
?

..˙̇

&

?

?

##

# #
# #

812

812

812

39

.w
by.

.œ̇ œ œ œœœ .œ# œ œ œ
- .œœ œ œ

..˙̇ .
.˙̇

Andante con motoP

P languorously

.œ jœ ‰ ‰ Œ . .œ
The

.œœœœ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.œn .œ# - .œ

..˙̇ .
.˙̇

qk » ¶§ - •º P with great warmth

p

.œ œ Jœ .œ .œ
day is full of

.œ̇ œ œ œ œ œ .œ#‰ œ œ
- .œ‰ œ œ

..˙̇ .
.˙̇

.˙ œ ‰ .œ
beau - ty. The

œ .˙ œ œ œ œ œ
.œ‰ œ œ .œ# ‰ œ œ

..˙̇ .œ
.œ

&

?

?

##

# #

# #

b b

b b

b b

43 .œ œ Jœ .œ .œ
earth is full of

.œ#‰ œ œ
- .œ

‰ œ œ .œn ‰ œ œ .œ‰ œ œ

.

.˙̇
..˙̇

.˙ jœ ‰ jœ .œ
life. And we

.œ# ‰œœ
- .œ‰œœ .œn ‰ œ œ .œ‰œœ

.˙ .˙

.˙ .œ .œ
turned slow - ly

.œ#‰œ œ .œ‰ œ œ .œ#‰ œ œn .œ‰ œ œ &

.

.˙̇
..œœ œœ

jœœ

.˙n .œn .œ
,

home - ward

.‰̇ œ œ œ# œœ
‰ .˙# œ œ# œœœ

..œœ œœ
jœœ ..œœ œœ

jœœ

molto cresc.

molto cresc.

26



&

&
?

bb

b b

b b

47 .œ- œ Jœ .œ .œ
glo - ri - ous - ly

.œ̇ œ œ œ œ œ .œœ œ œ .œœ œ œ

..˙̇
Œ . .œ ..œœ

.œ œœ
.œ

J
œœ

f

f

.w
tired,

.œ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.œn .œ# .œ

..ww
Œ . .œ .œ .œ

.œb œ jœ .œ .œ
glo - ri - ous - ly

.˙b ‰ œb œb œ œ œ .œ‰ œ œ .œ‰ œ œ

..wwbb
Œ . .œb .œb .œ

&

&

?

bb

b b

b b

50

.˙b .˙
hap - py.

.˙b ‰ œb œ œb œ œ .‰̇ œ œ œ œb œ

.

.˙̇ ..œœbb .
.œœbb

.˙ Ó .

....œœœœn œœœœ J
œœœœ ....œœœœ ....œœœœ

..ww
‰ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

ƒ rapturously

∑

....wwww‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ

..ww
Œ . .œ .œ# .œ
F

&

&

?

bb

b b

b b

53

∑
....œœœœbbb œœœœ J

œœœœ ....œœœœ ....œœœœ

..wwbb
‰ œb œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
ƒ

∑

....˙̇̇̇bbb ....˙̇̇̇b

.

.˙̇
‰ œb œb œ œ œ .

.˙̇bb
‰ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ œ Jœ .œ .œ
glo - ri - ous - ly

...www .˙ .œ .œ

..ww
‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

f

f

&

&

?

bb

b b

b b

56 .˙ .œ œ ‰
tired,

.œ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ.œ .œ# .œ

..ww
Œ . .œ .œ# .œ

.œb œ Jœ .œ .œ
glo - ri - ous - ly.œb ‰ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ jœ .œ .œ

..wwbb
Œ . .œb .œb .œ

ƒ .wb
hap -

.˙b ‰ œ œb œb œ œ .˙# ‰ œ œn œ# œ œ

.˙b
‰ œb œb .œb .˙n ‰ œn œ .œ

attacca No. 5

dim.

dim.

27



&

&

?

### #

# # # #

# # # #

43

43

43

Solo Sop.

Piano

.
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*The quartet should be dressed in tuxedos, with fake moustaches, top hats and canes.
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Speaker: Rachel's reference to the selfishness of insecticide manufacturers probably reflects her

Communist symphathies, like a lot of our writers these days. We can live without birds and 

animals, but, as the current market slump shows, we cannot live without business.
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Speaker: The balance of nature is a wonderful thing for people who sit back and write books or 

want to go out to Waldon Pond and live as Thoreau did. But I don't know of a housewife today who

will buy the type of wormy apples we had before pesticides. 
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Speaker: 

Why is a woman without any children of 

her own so concerned about genetics?
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Speaker: Silent Spring, which I read word for word with some trauma, kept 

reminding me of trying to win an argument with a woman.  It can not be done.
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Speaker: The doctors 

found two tumors,

one suspicious enough to 

require a radical mastectomy.
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ẇw ˙
œœ ˙̇ œœ

psolo soprano œ œ .œ jœ
vast bright tap es

œn œ œ œ
vast bright tap es

œn ˙̇n ˙̇œ œ œ
˙̇n œ œ

P(sneak in)

˙ jœ ‰ œ
try. We

˙ jœ ‰ Œ
try.

œ̇ œ œ̇# œ
˙̇ ˙̇nn

F

- - - - -

- - -

73

Speaker: After radiation treatments Rachel promptly became ill, and lay in bed with fever, aching and

nauseous.  She developed severe inflammation of the iris and, unable to read or to tolerate light, she spent

two weeks nearly sightless, in terrible pain.
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wẇ ˙
œœ ˙̇ œœ

P

dim.

œ Œ œ œ
It is

œ Œ Ó
die.

wẇ ˙
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Speaker: 

Severly anemic from the cobalt treatments, she failed to respond 

to transfusions.  Only a dangerous operation held faint hope.
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Speaker: 

Late in the afternoon on Tuesday, 

April 14, Rachel Carson suffered 

a fatal  heart attack.

Narrator: Don't fall into tears, there is no need to weep.

I have lived!

And I have been fortunate beyond my dreams.

I was able to explore life even when others said "no."

And I was able to warn the world even when others said "Be quiet."

Let those who follow after me not moan, but work!

Let my funeral music be

not dirges, but a eulogy.
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ġy. 

.
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7711. Finale
For Soprano, Alto, Narrator, Chorus and Piano

Bruce TrinkleyJason Charnesky
from One Life
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This has been the story of all life,

because it is the story of the One Life.


