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THE WAR PRAYER

For Speaker, Soloists, SATB Chorus, and Keyboard
or Brass Quintet and Percussion Ensemble.

Mark Twain wrote The War Prayer in February or March 1905, sometime after the Spanish-
American War. He submitted it to Harper's Bazaar, but it was rejected as "not quite suited to a
woman's magazine". It was not published during his lifetime because "I have told the whole truth
in that, and only dead men can tell the truth in this world".

The work was published posthumously in 1923 as part of the author's Europe and Elsewhere. It is
one of the most significant texts in Mark Twain's voluminous writings.

In the complete text of The War Prayer, Twain describes the entrance of the speaker:

An aged stranger entered and moved with slow and noiseless step up the main
aisle, his eyes fixed upon the minister, his long body clothed in a robe that reached to
his feet, his head bare, his white hair descending in a frothy cataract to his shoulders,
his seamy face unnaturally pale, pale even to ghastliness . . . During some moments
he surveyed the spellbound audience with solemn eyes in which burned an uncanny
light: then in a deep voice . . .

The speaker is perhaps a messenger from God, perhaps a madman, perhaps our own conscience.

The War Prayer may be performed either as a concert piece or with dancers enacting the story of the
drama. In either case, the speaker should not be in the performance space until his entrance.

If performed with dancers, the role of the speaker should be integrated with the movement of the
dancers.

It is important that Mark Twain's text, whether sung or spoken, be very clearly enunciated. The

rhythmically notated spoken portions should be declaimed in natural word rhythms. The free sections
should be spoken very naturally and clearly.

Approximate duration: 18 minutes



THE WAR PRAYER

For Speaker, Soloists, SATB Chorus and Keyboard
or Brass Quintet and Percussion Ensemble

Text by Mark Twain (1835-1910) Bruce Trinkley
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THE SPEAKER

(‘I come from the Throne — bearing a message from Almighty God!” ...)

“God’s servant and yours has prayed his prayer. Has he paused and taken
thought? Is it one prayer? No, it is two — one uttered, the other not. Both
have reached the ear of Him Who heareth all supplications, the spoken and
the unspoken. Ponder this — keep it in mind. If you would beseech a blessing
upon yourself, beware! lest without intent you invoke a curse upon a neighbor
at the same time. If you pray for the blessing of rain upon your crop which
needs it, by that act you are possibly praying for a curse upon some
neighbor’s crop which may not need rain and can be injured by it.

“You have heard your servant’s prayer — the uttered part of it. I am
commissioned of God to put into words the other part of it — that part which
the pastor — and also you in your hearts — fervently prayed silently. And
ignorantly and unthinkingly? God grant that it was so! You heard these
words: ‘Grant us the victory, O Lord our God!’ ... When you have prayed for
victory you have prayed for many unmentioned results which follow
victory—-must follow it, cannot help but follow it. Upon the listening spirit of
God fell also the unspoken part of the prayer. He commandeth me to put it
into words. Listen!






Speaker

Sp.

Adagio J = 66
B

" SN

—
Y B ™~ 7~ N r~ r~ r~ r~ r~ )] | | |
g o) | | y 2 | | | re) | | e - Nd Y Y]
L | | PN | | | \ W] | | I I
\\U Ll — AN T T T
Lis - ten! "O Lord r Fa - ther, our young pa - tri- ots, i-dols of our hearts, go forth to bat-tle,
N S - L | ——mp
#ﬁﬂjﬂﬁ O T e e—r == 7
/ | | Ve ¥ = = PN
A\SVAES 3 AY | [ } | | | | AY
Y S— \ \
"0 Lord Fa - ther,
ﬁ' . —m
» I?g L)Q o 0. i o-
. N N | | | | N
hll OOy ] y | r o) | | | | y
d /8PN PN ! \ W) } | [ [ PN
Ll AY AN Ay
Fa - ther,
l?Q
I
|"l"\
178 > 4
I?ﬁ O
O O
© ©
— O O
3
| | |
- d d '71 N
With them, - S0
Y/ N . | ———
\J Y | N |
| ] -
ﬁp e o J ¢ X%
| ) b A
= T 4 =
be thou near - so
ﬁ - =
=
Y ® f | ; [#) |
L)
] ! \ ! \ y 2 v,
e v ' 4 | | PN
L4 ‘ ‘ AY
be thou near - so
=
ﬁ 4




Sp.

shouted

—

\

21

]

| ||

|
|

(||
|

e
¢l |
|

Lle

~ele

~ele

go forth from the sweet

peace

of

our

be - lov - ed

fire - sides

—

shouted

=

=

to smite the foe.

| ||

A

Vi

|
\A\A'f

(||
|
Lle

~ele

o X

Lle

7S

go forth from the sweet

3
\ \

peace

of

our

be - lov - ed

fire - sides

shouted

to

e

A
=

smite the

foe.

VI VI '71

~

M

e

M

@ o=

]

Sp.

go forth

[
[
[

2

to

=
—

smite the

foe.

0 o=

QJ?S?‘(

(
dlle

QL

N

AT

98]

Allegro marcato J = 144

(3+242+2)

.[f with great passion
|

|
\ \
V) S

@ oN=
M~

M~

M~

HHx y

M

G S

(0] Lord

God,

0 oN=

N
0 o=

I

Sie

Ve llel

> i?’

N

0 o=

e
[ YHN

Vellel]

{ YHE!

L IN

y

{ YHE!

V

{ YHE!
Ve llelll
e = =
[ YEE!
[ YHE!

V

V

{ YHE!

[ YHE!

V
y




22

Sp.

shouted
266] — S
\J h [ [ [ [ h [ [ } [ [ }
y A (7 R Y BV A B B | 73 ¥ AV B B -, Vi y 3 y 20
N 7 I PN PN PN
A\SV [ AS < AS
D)
help us to tear their sol - diers to blood-y shreds with our  shells;
shouted
A ﬁ> p—— .IZT
\J N )
l ' ‘ ) . . . L
N Y Y ) & &
DR | |
D) sharp hiss
help usssss
shouted ﬁ> p < ,f:fj
rayd N [
hll O y 2 1) . . . L
b PN 1”4 [ I I
B | |
sharp hiss
help usssss
266 .
" h‘ h h [\ " h‘ h h [\ . gliss. "
' ‘e % 4" 4 P P P = N4
¥ oo o | fo oo o —
= = = = = = = =
o :
<~ [ [ [ [ [ % !
J ] ] ] J ] ] T fﬂ. el & & [0 _ [
#;? o o o o o o o o o o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ 4
= = =
= = = = = = = =
269 —
) A e N
p [Y] g ] Nd Nd Nd Nd a7 Nd Nd Nd Vi VY R B RN |
N I I I
A\SV [
D)
help us to cov -er their smil - ing fields with the pale forms of their pa - tri - ot
R Jf
\J N I I [ [
y Y 2 ) [ [ [
N PN >4 [ [ [ I
ANV S L4 T T T [
D sharp hiss gradually changing to "sh" |
help usssss
ray N [ I [ [
—Je Y 2 ) [ [ [
dm— —] | | s

sharp hiss gradually changing to "sh"

help usssss




Sp.

Sp.

272 t ? = — —
\J f'\ [ [ [ [ [ [ l [ [ l [ [
P i - Nd Nd Nd Nd Nd Nd Nd® Nd Nd Nd Nd Nd
N | r
A\\SY SRV ! =
) N
dead; help us to drown the thun-der of the guns with the shrieks of their
N f (random voices) ‘ f = Jim _ .[f =
\J N Y N Y N | ~ N [
.4 y 2 ) N ) [ [Y] N | y 2 |
[ (an YEPN "4 A "4 N A I I N | PN |
\\éj AY T \A V T ‘\/ ‘ )/\ \A AY T
N < x Sl
dead; dead; dead; dead; dead; dead; help us help wus help us help us help us ayee
mfr~ .
* ' (random voices .
~ ( ) S dim. .
DEEEN [ N [ N | | ~— N N N
) L 20 ] N ] ] 7] N | | Yy 2 y 2 y 2
d PN "4 )] Ay "4 V) A I ) Nd [ PN PN PN
A r Nd ) r \\/ | [ Nd A A A
N\ 4 = »® %
dead; dead; dead; dead; dead; dead; help us help wus help us help us help us
272 knock on body of piano to create high and low raps
\J N | | 1 1 | | [ | |
P y 20 - | I | I | | I | | I | | I | I | | I | | I |
[ [an YEIPN I I I I I I I I
A\SVAENA [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [
IR, | | | | | | | |
PN | o I o | [ | [ | [ | o B | [ | [ | [ |
) & - (Y] | I I Y L] o | I Y | I | (Y] | I . Y] | I | o 11 o | I |
~—=¢ —— R I SR E— S S i S E——
< < [S— 4 4 4 —| 4 4 4
hold pedal down
275
| =
\J | Y | | | | N =
V4 Nd N N N d Nd y 2 ) - - - -
rN PN Q
\\QU = = = )
o/
wound - ed, writh-ing in pain;
[a
\J =
Y. - o - - - -
rN Q
A\SV/ Q
) N\
)
Vi -
rayd N N N [ = ;g:v ;g
) y 2 y 2 y 2 | ) - - . -
d PN PN PN | Q
A < < T (o)
ah uh
right forearm on white keys
275 - - - = = ~ - - - ==
H- o o hd H- s o @ F
\J [ | [ | [ | [ | R #¥ ¥ ¥ | [ [ ) w® ¥ ¥
V4 | I | I | | I | | I | ) | | | | | | p 4 L | | | |
rN [ [ [ [ QU
S e = Risdges
=
=
=
= left forearm on black keys
> _ 3= #,l ul Vs
=== = = ko le"— — f‘\ ‘ === = =
rayd | o I | [ | [ | 1B e o o w@ | | e o o
) o L1 L] (Y] | I Y] Ll & [1]e) #¥ & @ | LA | | w® @ @
d ] I I I 1 [ ] Q" | | | | | b — Ll | | | |
| | ] ) ) Q | | | — |2 — | | | —
(- r 4 r d ~
=
N—




to lay

us

mf

help

us
us

help
help

A
.

~
~

\

fire;

< o l|e]

< o |e]

| I

g

uh

>>
,E—En

e
§

=

f>

i

—
°
Tl

)

of

hur - ri - cane

=

a

with

280

24
D

&)

raYd

Sp.

their hum - ble homes

waste

Or— . ————

N
N—

A\NV/

Sp.

A\SV



Sp.

88

Adagio J = 50

25

7llpK

r o)
\ W7

[ £44\

|
~d

M

5y

help us

to

mf (whispered, heavily aspirated)
—

i

7S

NN

GRS

H

hhelp

usss

mf (whispered, heavily aspirated)
=

NS

o«

B
My

Sp.

N
®
®

hhelp

usss

M~

M

wring the hearts

of their un - of - fend - ing

wid - ows

with un - a - vail - ing grief;

L

o

N




Sp.

26

Sp.

293
g [ [ mp h [ } [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ } [ [
V N Nd (Y] Nd N N Nd N N N A\ N Nd (7] N N Nd N
N [ I
\\SV;
D)
help us to  turn them out roof-less with their lit - tle chil - dren to wan-der un-friend - ed the wastes of their
A mp  (whispered)
A—» ? ?
N Py I A PN Y
A\NV AS | I < €
) S—
help us
MP (whispered)
rays AN AN AN
) O < < <
v PN PN r~ PN PN
AY ‘ ‘ AY AY
S—
help us
293
i/ I ——1 i ‘
[ [ [ | —
P 1 [ = 1
@- o ° . bo i i
< mp [ ﬁ
ray
¢):
b
295 3
0 ! = | = e e —
V4 Nd Nd ) A Nd Vi Nd Nd Nd ) N
N
A\NV}
D)
des - o - lat - land in rags and hun - ger and  thirst,
A P (whispered)
\J N N
y y 2 (Y] y 2
[ (an YIPN P~ P~ I I A I PN
—=< 9] <
D) — 4
des - o - lat - ed land
P (whispered)
&) N
) LI (Y] y 2
b PN [ [ I I Y I PN
A ) A
— %
des - o - lat - ed land
295
\J
VA
[ fanY | ——
\\Q\J ‘\ [
- . o =

\D




Sp.

27

||

<1 |
X1 |

||

M

e
2N
e

P
O

sports of the sun flames of sum - mer

and the

ic - y winds of win-ter,

brok-en in

IG5

(spoken) P

3

N
M~

Sp.

sports of the sun

P = =

flames of sum-mer

and the ic-y winds of win-ter,

N

)

(W)

==

BN | 1NE.

== = = =i
TreTTe
TeTTe

o
A

\Y

o)l

1l

3

=

< |
~e
X |

1
M\)\A\A\A'if

~e

M

M

spir-it,

(spoken) pp 3
N

im - plor-ing Thee

for the

ref-uge of the grave

and de-nied it,

[
Nd

|
Xl

Nd Nd

(| |
Le

brok-en in spir-it, worn with tra-vail,

) P%_AF |
y — . L . =
ANV, 1 i [ [ [ [ [ [
Q b [ [ h N
> .
c‘./—\ ﬂ“ﬁ I'#;hlh%' AN
5 | — ¢ = -




Sp.

28

Slightly faster J = 60

Allegro marcato J = 144

[301] mf SOZO soprano or alto f ’ siouted variously in the manner of jeers and catcalls
B H —_— m - - Sty Jeer: S
o e ¢ = ) =
f - 7S PN Q
A\SV .. \ \ = \ = \ < (o)
o | i - —
for our sakes who a - dore Thee, Lord, blast their hopes,
shouted
A all women ])pp _ f m fﬂ =T
v - y 2 by € y & : -
[ fan pe Ehd AN §
A\SV < = \ <
Py - —
_ore Thee, Lord, blast their hopes, Sopranos: Protract their bitter pilgrimage!
fa}
) e 0
[ fan Q Q
\;]U (o) (o)
Altos: Make heavy their steps!
[}
) e 0
[ fan Q Q
A\SY) (o) (o)

Tenors: Water their way with their tears!

J Basses: Blast their hopes, blight their lives!
Al S PP P R
Go— = s e =
Y} ! = T= flé dLe
o — el
. . o 0 s Fr——0 —
3‘1 8 ' ioj::‘z_%s b — ! ! !
305
s
&EE%%%EE %EEEE%EEE %EEEE%EEE
e S e o LL} u u ! G
SAEEEEEEEEE

Velle]

yellal




29

=50

Adagio J

309 Mmp ~~ no vibrato

rpp

‘>’

pp —— mp

ko

Do

ed feet!

‘ ——

9 X7)

wound

of their

stain

— mp

ho

ed

wound

of their

D]

W

.

rpP

Mmp ~~ no vibrato

)
i

V.

[ [an
A\SV)
)]

stain

A mp ~ no vz‘brato

blood

the

SNOw with

the white
nq vibrato

)

stain

)
mpo
e

i

Hr L. P

raY
&)

the white Snow

stain

rpp

9. X7)

ho
P —

o~

ge
pp

re)

&)
e O

314] Furiously J: 144

m——

te

N ——

he

=
£

be o4

—
-

= | =

—
£

o b
ove

©

O — E— e S

~

[ fan YW /]
A\SV A §
ray

P A

= =

ray




=60

Slowly J

30

I/

I/
stop notes inside piano with right hand

bd

mp

AN
y 2
PN

AS

7]

[ 1
.
> =

v

A b
J/
> 3

1/

z

~ac

&)

©):

319 b
[

[ (an ,I

A\NV/

D]
[

i

L O
S

<
PN
AY

[

staggered breathing

p-mp

Q] NTT®
m, oo m IEEN N
T B " | 3 Qe
o N KN A
NTT®
HH = DD = (\EEN
11 .W . m. #ﬁ\\ %
o, Ly
H £ £ el
7] g e = NERRY
Iw:
Fw th\\ BN
L) mﬁgv SR
R .m A\ = D | NERRN
N
~ON k
< ng = |M|.nv %
S
e 2wl 2
X
A~ m_ WREN NEEE
& ollell]
1 [N
(\EEN
o _n
NTT9
q
1 Affbr ,IW
i
el
o N N
! @/
\H
QL
o N o
NOe G TG &}
— N

9 Z e E ﬁH
NTTO
ol
.. |p|p
! N
q
NTTO
: & :q
— —
oL . I T Y s 4l N
N _a
Q! N7
q N
®w : ® 5 ol N7
A n & 8
‘H £ o £
N B2 ¥ Y 2 qllel
e vy YR N
[ A -
A (YER N
o =} N
S ™ £ NERL)
N
= = o N
= M = o
e 5 e8] 5 q
~ e NTTO
O Q| N
() O =] HT
NGe a ey a
—N



31
and

s

and

U

set
set

be -
be -

that are sore
that are sore

all
all

s 888 8 ¢

of

s

of

and friend

2

and friend

ref - uge

ihs 2

ref - uge

Y G|
IREN ! ! = N TT® C Ly
ool Clleg (Cdg N I
L o | ]
R B
NERRY
@
ERN o 9 ge AFE? SEIIEYIN
N 17 \
® 5 @ s eLel o FﬁFxl
= = AN & i
o A oLl
ool w
\H Qi RN P N
£ @ 2 el T |
N N
| | i
eITe 5 £ alld o fole o} Fﬂ#\: TS
[ \
o TTes E oeell]|| B h%k
Sie. NTT® w
NIREN R\ 2 EEN
: _ [
H%\ hm I-H;I\ [ hm Qf [hv% Qf
HL - NEEL
ﬁ ) ol
W £ el =

| 7 | g1
[
men
loll
l)TIU[T
men

- er - faith - ful
- er - faith - ful

o |

a
g
with
ia #
|
h ol

ev
ev

the
the

i
1
4
ez
s
MO—“'C:" )7)
|
3
P>

is
is

bo

g $ 2 2228

Who

Who

331
N
A\NV}
e O

331
6)*
—Je 1

A\SV

W ™ ol
ek Q]
w o -
3T RN ST has et ®
=== = =
O T £ eell|| £ \EEN NEREN
T 3 eellll| % o T & < g < g BN
N 2 e 2 H N —alla TN
o = = = p
3 -~ = ¢ - & X -~ & ¢ -~
SN 3N SINTe G\ SN e N SN 6N




32

Speaker: Ye have prayed it; if ye still desire it, speak!
The messenger of the Most High waits.

341 ~
G.P. . \/‘\\
Y | = hSd [2) Y D)
y .4 - - [ A= o1 : D]
s & O DS (5]
A\SV A 1O - ! — e y
5 e T — L Fo br_s
G.P. I
) = D)
el O L - o)
d ) o —
2 o P=Y %
O O
345
U } } I % i X N
y SR> N . E— - ! 4 : ! RO 2 ro)
(’s o o o 1 [ P — S g P —a— U
A\SV Ao E— A O = o & <
Y] o = - ge o Tg o I
P F =
e YHD) 1/ N
o)) - L el R J o)
) D) — N — <
4 - Y ¢
] PEZ - ] ]
. o — A A
o

6 —
> o

Andante J =76

349| mp maiter-of-facily
3

——3— 3
\J ] D)
y S ¢ S——— i — ] T — D] )
[ (an Y O] | | | | | | | I | | J | | | | | | ) \
\\QU N Nd N Nd VRV BN N Nd S 3 N N N VR BN A
It was be-lieved af - ter - ward that the man was a lu- na-tic,
matter-of-factly
mp 3 ‘ —3— 3
. | | | | | | | [ | | | | Q
"o go Nd N Nd VRV BN o Nd A ] N N VR BN ) r o)
A V) I I ] \ U7
A
It was be-lieved af - ter - ward that the man was a lu - na - tic,
349
#
\J ] ) Y
y . £ A ] nr (°
NN U~ A ) T \ U
A\SV/ ~ S 3 A . %
Py _O ¢ F
. [>) Q)
hll O € A ) o)
A V) I ] \ U7
S 3 A
~5 s
O o




33

O

IO
[PaNl
[l

Largo J =54

J/
/1
J/
I/

G.P.
G.P.
G.P.
G.P.

he said.
NN
he said.

)]

e C|||||Bl1$

—

871:1777777777,,,,,,,,,,,‘
- 2
‘v
%F - o
fo
Ho
Tol
—Afot
I
1 ——
e @ _OJ O |
JAO
I
1
% 2
>

r o r

\/\}
o

i

[
Pp

-

e

N

N

N

in  what

in  what

7

be - cause there was no sense
be - cause there was no sense

N M/ =
Y,

re)

3532) Andante J: 76
o)

A\NV
&)
N L o
A\NV/
rayx
e

m o
m IJ ol
| olRle Q!
Al
ﬂ. T
&
Ay Q N
) ( il
WEL 2glee
6110 1 29 1 elolBlE |}
« o) = N =~ ||||E|2
a2 a FoN o




