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Advice to a Unicorn

Since you were born with just one horn
What should you do? Wish you had two?
Feel low and blue? Lament and rue
Your blighted birth on this hard earth?

Why not devise some genial lies?

As a wordsmith, a creature with

No kin or kith can still make myth

And you could claim some earthly fame.

Claim you’re a horse (not quite, of course)
Whose signs of grace and noble pace
Earn you a place above the race

Of human kind or earth-born mind,

And you will gain a lasting reign

In every art you’ll have a part

Your horn a dart to pierce the heart,
Each virgin sigh to see you die.

And then at last your myth will harden
Become a statue in the garden.
Professor Ejner Jensen
October 6, 1993

The poem appears on a plaque next to a statue of a unicorn in the garden of the Michigan League on the
campus of the University of Michigan. Professor Jensen had been asked to speak at the dedication of the
statue - which led to the composition of the poem.
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