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THE LAMENT OF GILGAMESH

For almost three thousand years, the epic Gilgamesh was celebrated throughout the
Middle East. The deeds of Gilgamesh were sung in many languages and across a
dozen ancient cultures. As the story begins, Gilgamesh is an arrogant king whom the
gods decide to punish. They create a wild man, Enkidu, who is almost more animal
than human and who lives in the fields with the lions and gazelles. The civilized king
Gilgamesh and the wild man Enkidu meet and fight, and by the end of their fight they
become best friends for each recognizes in the other his own equal and double. The
two friends join together in many heroic quests. Tragically Enkidu, in the prime of
his youth, grows ill and dies. For the first time in his life, King Gilgamesh is
confronted with the reality of death, and he sings this lament over the body of his
friend.

This English text is a free translation of the Akkadian cuneiform version of the
epic (written between 1300 and 1000 BCE).



The Lament of Gilgamesh

For SATB Chorus and Piano

Lyrics by J. Jason Charnesky Music by Bruce Trinkley
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