
The Spirit of Poetry
 FOR SATB VOICES and  PIANO OR HARP

Lyrics by

FRED LEWIS PATTEE

Music by

BRUCE TRINKLEY

THE MESSAGE OF THE WEST: AN ODE

A poem is a glimpse, a faltering ray 

From out that larger day; 

A single glimpse through mist, and night, and cloud, 

To some rare soul allowed; 

A flash from outer ether caught 

And bodied into word, or deed, or thought.   

A waif it is from that intenser life; 

A moment when a soul is found in key, 

One rapturous moment when a soul may see 

The pattern blurred stand sharp, and in the strife 

And discord feel God’s harmony. 

Then if the hand may seize 

And fix the radiant vision ere it flees, 

It stands forever, lone, sublime, apart, 

A thing to thrill, a thing to lift the heart, 

A truth, a bit of God, – immortal art.
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