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IRISH BALLADS AND DRINKING SONGS

Six Irish Folksongs for Men's Chorus and Piano

1. The Rakes of Mallow 1
2. It Chanced When I Was Walking 7
3. Come O'er the Sea 12
4. The Black Horse 18
S. Limerick Is Beautiful 27
6. Garryowen 32
ARRANGER'S NOTE

These Irish folk songs are drawn from four anthologies:

Songs of Ireland by J. L. Hatton and J. L. Molloy, published in 1880

The Minstelsy of Ireland, 206 Irish Songs, arranged for voice and piano by Alfred
Moffat, published in 1897

Irish Country Songs, Volume 2, edited and arranged by Herbert Hughes,
published in 1915

Irish Street Ballads, collected by Colm O Lochlainn, published in 1960

The arrangements were written during a residency at Dorland Mountain Arts Colony in
Temecula, California in July 1998. Irish Ballads and Drinking Songs is dedicated to the Penn
State Glee Club in celebration of its 110th anniversary.

GLOSSARY and NOTES

1. The Rakes of Mallow, 18th century song. The “Rakes” were the sons of the Protestant
gentlemen who frequented the “waters” of Mallow, a town in southern Ireland.

2. The tune to It Chanced When I Was Walking was obtained in 1854 from the singing of a Clare
peasant; the verses are from an old broadside ballad of about 1780.

3. Thomas Moore (1779-1852), Irish poet whose Irish Melodies (1808-1834) were set to
traditional Irish tunes.

4. The Black Horse, the name of an English military unit in the 18th century.
shuttle, probably referring to a weaving loom; the young man may be a weaver by trade.
Galway, county in west-central Ireland
Armagh, (ir-md”) county and town in southern Northern Ireland

5. Limerick, city in southwestern Ireland. The River Shannon flows through the city.

6. Garryowen, suburb of Limerick. The name means “Owen's Garden”. The song was probably
written in the 1770's and parodies the excesses of the English garrison stationed in
Limerick. Moffat refers to “the somewhat riotous state of matters existing there during
the latter half of last century”.



1. The Rakes of Mallow

For Men's Chorus and Piano

from Songs of Ireland (1880)
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2. It Chanced When I Was Walking

For Men's Chorus, Solo Voice and Piano

from The Minstrelsy of Ireland (1897)

arr. Bruce Trinkley
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3. Come O'er the Sea

For Men's Chorus and Piano

Thomas Moore
from The Minstrelsy of Ireland (1897)

Andante con moto J - 66

Arr. Bruce Trinkley

: non rit.
0 g: % ; %: ; . o 3
p I I
g H O | | ) | 1 1
N7 Q | | | | ] by by
A\SVJ [6) ' ' r ' [ V4
a L4
Piano S sonore dim.
-~ r‘
_ - P A 4
el O L 0) Y] !7 cl4 cl4
o |
con pedale F
P very intensely
)V | ! ' A [
e | 7 ! = g
o . )
Come o'er the sea, maid -en, with me, Mine  through sun - shine, storm and snows!
P very intensely
2 Las i i ) ) —
‘ 4
Come o'er the sea, maid -en, with me, Mine  through sun - shine, storm and snows!
sempre legato
p— | i S ; | — | |
ﬁ
S SEIEEE L i
> ) ) ) ) ) ) )
b WA
J 1 1 J 1 A _1
o o o o

© 1998 Bruce Trinkley




EA mp cresc. poco a poco . \ ﬁ
y —— : i ) D
@ d < ] /] I J
Sea-sons may roll, but  the soul burns the same  wher - e'er it goes. Let
mp cresc. poco a poco
[a) \ ﬁ—! ‘ff
Y 1 — Y Nkl
WI b ] bl @ }
/] Wi
Q r
Sea-sons may roll, but  the soul burns the same  wher - e'er it goes. Let
mp cresc. poco a poco ﬁ
b lb ‘m. | 5 ) ‘) 5 !
Sea-sons may roll, but the true soul burns the same  wher - e'er it goes. Let
mp cresc. poco a poco ’ i’
0 I [ o ]
7+ \ | ) N—] >) S —
d P [ / J ) ) |4
i . 7V
Sea-sons may roll, but the true soul burns the same  wher - e'er it goes. Let
A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y "
)V B ¥ 2 ¥ ° ¥ Py ¥ o E
ud d ud \
a v v v w —_—
_
Mp cresc. poco a poco |
o) \ \ i | K A N
d b } ] J [ j [ 1 ‘ [
] sub. rit.
13 -
sub.
O : N — P  E—
6> 2 fe , * 4. i it
\\Qu - 1 = \
for - tune frown, so we love and part not. Tis life  where thou art, tis death where thou art not. Then
/[
H A A | sub. Mp —
v N\ N\ [ — [
6o e ’ = . —
A\NV/ v W [
Q |4 = —
for - tune frown, so we love and part not. Tis life  where thou art, tis death where thou art not. Then
__ } sub. mp Y _
L)
7 :, ] r \q‘ - - o ] | —
* — o —
for - tune frown, so we love and part not. Tis life  where thou art, tis death where thou art not. Then
sub. iy
| p— P
faY | \ [ [
bt L \ \ ) = \ | \
/b . | @ v [ [ [ [ |
g /1 o J P ——— =
tune frown, so we love  and part not. Tis life  where thou art, tis death where thou art not. Then
; E ; # sub. rit.
A
[ (an Y4 } ) [ [ !
A\\SVJ T 'V 1 1 T |
© If 4
mp ™
o)
J Ol D] _ D] D] : P -

9



14

a tempo
Y Py P Py hd ) @ 3\
7, b Y] = * ¥ L@ ) | / Y]
[ (an YLd I | | | T | I
\é} | | | 1 } ! |
come come o'er the sea, maid - en, with me, wher-ev - er the wild  wind blows.
O | r— N
. [ J [Y]
[ ] ) | ‘IT} /
come come o'er the sea, maid - en, with me, wher-ev - er the wild  wind blows.
o 0
b L] Eq (Y] ] 7]
/b | I i
I d | | ) |
i i / [
come o'er the sea, maid - en, with me, come wher-ev - er the wild  wind blows.
[ 1
71 : | | 1 | | i
I o o / [ ] o @ [ ] ] |
. o e 7 7
come o'er the sea, maid - en, with me, come wher-ev - er the wild  wind blows.
a tempo
n Y Y Y Y
Y 1 < e o < Py ¥ Py
@ @o—1 @
a T v v
[ Il ‘
hll | N\ AY | |
/b ] ] | )
124 7
|

NO[2 |
=

|
5 | ‘ — » |
’ B — . e e e
v ‘ ‘ .
Sea-sons may roll, but the true soul burns the same wher - e'er it goes.
) L — 2 I N S ———
D2 PN [ ] ]
14 < . . \ ]
[ B 4
Sea - sons may roll, but  the true soul burns the same  wher-e'er it
)
IV | I | ' T —— , | f |
g b [ [ I [ [
L [ [ [ [ [
- Y
P —_—
L]
—Je 1 A A A A \
d Il«) ] / } ] ] } ]
J _1 1 iL ] iL
& @




15

L I gy & - - b
— ==
N— .v
) D] Y] — - -
/b / I
Vv ]
4
. goes.
25
I - h . i h i N
/ ¢ 4 L —— # o | 7o)
%}: s < s o =
Ff /f —
e ’: I D] [Y] Y] L7}
pd Ilr) I I I I [ |
A p
v B ) | [ AY [
e — o H———N 7
%ﬁ . [ ] P ‘\ [ ] ]
Was not the sea made for the free, land for courts and chains a - lone?
Vd
&) O] ] e O]
b i 1/ I
d | 4 ) —
Y1
Was not the sea made for the free, land for courts and chains a - lone?
O —_— 5
p " ! ! ! ‘ }‘ } ‘ ! } ‘ !
I EEEF AR T : T
p
o N ) Y[ ) Y[ ) AN
e . . -
- o o >




MpP cresc. poco a poco

16
[a) A\ A\
|V A N < U AY AY
b y 20 Y ) J JEY] )
[ (an Y d PN ] / Vi
A\SY < -
%) Here we are slaves, on the waves, love and li - ber - ty's all our own. No
mp cresc. poco a poco 'ﬁ‘
o | N | N\ N\ )
0 I )i )Y
i @ ) | b @ @ 1
Q Vi
Here we are slaves, on the waves, love and li - ber - ty's all our own. No
MP cresc. poco a poco ﬁ
9 =r ‘ =
4_ 4 4
Here we are slaves, but on the waves, love and li - ber - ty's all our own. No
Mmp cresc. poco a poco ﬁ
&) } — ! o
715 ! \ ) N \ e— 11
id o [ / o — ] ]
~ b [4 Yy v
Here we are slaves, but on the waves, love and li - ber - ty's all our own. No
n Y Y V) V)
|V | e e Py ¥ o ¥ o
d d ud
d t v v
Mp cresc. poco a poco
DN Y— | e —
Bl suZ. rit.
37 sub.
Q I " P— o N1 P Y
l\l\(mu b ) T ) ‘IT} ‘ \P %r
Q eye to watch, and no tongue to wound us, all earth for - got, and all hea - ven a-round us; Then
A sub. mp
- D) ‘ )
124
(@ . I
Q eye to watch, and no tongue to wound us, all earth for - got, and all hea - ven a-round us; Then
sub.mp
)° Py o 0 0 4
/’ i«) ) r | ) ) } ‘
—d h
eye to watch, and no tongue to wound us, all earth for - got, and all hea - ven a-round us; Then
sub. mp
p—
Ll AY | ! 1
'/" £ 0 } / ! \ \
vV ] [ ] ] P bi
4 4 hd
eye to watch, and no tongue to wound us, all earth for - got, and all hea - ven a-round us; Then
: # # sub. rit.
0 :
|
124
62— - | ) | \ -
Y Y
| mp | [Y]
el M| o o _ [7] P I t

.7 *'ﬁ—k

9|

T



17

A a tempo
)V | . W A
y - o @ o @ o P — e } D]
[ (an Y4 J | | T | W @ I
\\é} | | | | [ 4
come come o'er the sea, maid - en with me, through sun - shine, storm and Snows;
[a | [— | A
v \ \ \ - } P H \/ -
[ ] ) bl I
1/
%) |4
come come o'er the sea, maid - en with me, through sun -  shine, storm and Snows;
S 58 - ] ) ' )
) O D] )\ D]
d b } ‘ / \'/ ] I
i T /
come o'er the sea, maid-en with me, mine through sun - shine, storm and Snows;
aY
&) g I A [ ) Y]
b ] | / /
d \ ] ]
come o'er the sea, maid-en with me, mine through sun -  shine, storm and Snows;
a tempo
o o o o - ‘
a t v v v v
—
&) | [
7+ B H— ) b H
7 . 7 . I \/ o |
@ . J 1 J 1
p ‘ poco rit.
p a2 | T
P _ —] - | - A AW,
v [ J ‘j . .
sea-sons may roll, but the true soul burns the same wher - e'er it goes.
&) N
& i D) ] - 1 =
P—=< : KN - ] ]
4 4
sea-sons may roll, but the true  soul burns the samewher-e'er it  goes.
poco rit
)V | ) | ' [ — — ) | ' I | '
g b [ | | | | | |
4 | | % |
&)
hll L AY AY AY AY AY
~Z b ] i ] ] ]
v
@ 1 ] @ ] @ o ::. a-
- - - . =
@

Dorland Mountain, California July 15, 1998



18

4. The Black Horse

For Men's Chorus and Piano

Irish Folksong from County Donegal Arr. Bruce Trinkley
from Irish Country Songs (1915)
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5. Limerick Is Beautiful

For Men's Chorus, Solo Voice and Piano

from Irish Street Ballads

Andante con moto J - 60

mp sempre legato

27

Arr. Bruce Trinkley
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6. Garryowen

For Men's Chorus, Solo Voice and Piano

from The Minstrelsy of Ireland (1897) Arr. Bruce Trinkley
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