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GOD SAVE GREAT WASHINGTON
For TTBB Chorus, Soloists, Keyboard and Optional Bass 

1. God Save Great Washington (George Washington, 1786) 1

Tune: "God Save the King" from the Philadelphia Continental Journal, April 7, 1786

2. Old Tippecanoe (William Henry Harrison, 1842) 2

Tune: "Rosin the Beau" from The Harrison Medal Minstrel

3. Hard Times (James K. Polk, 1844) 4

Tune: "The Girl I Left Behind Me" from The Democratic Songster

4. Fremont and Freedom (John Charles Fremont, 1856) 6

Tune: "Few Days" from Fremont & Dayton Campaign Songster

5. Just Before Election, Andy (Ulysses S. Grant, 1868) 8

Tune: "Just Before the Battle, Mother"

Quoted in "Campaign Songs of a Century" New York Evening Post, March 16, 1912

6. Captain Grant of the Black Marines (Horace Greeley, 1872) 10

Tune: "Captain Jinks of the Horse Marines

from "Songs for the Sailors" Seymour & Blair Song Book

7. Ma! Ma! Where's My Pa? (Grover Cleveland, 1884) 12

Words and music: H. R. Monroe

From the original sheet music, National Music Co., Chicago, 1884

8. Grover's Veto (Benjamin Harrison, 1888) 15

Tune: "Tit Willow" by Arthur Sullivan from True Blue Republican Campaign Songs

9. Oh, Dear, What Can the Matter Be? (Women's suffrage movement, 1880's) 16

Tune: "Oh, Dear What Can the Matter Be?"

Words: L. May Wheeler from Suffrage and Temperance Melodies

10. Happy Days Are Here Again (Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1932) 19

Music by Milton Ager and words by Jack Yellen, published by Warner Bros.,  1929

11. Kiss Yourself Goodbye! (Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1932) 21

Tune: "Coming Through the Rye" Words: Wallace LeGrande Henderson

12. Here Comes Nixon (Richard Nixon, 1960) 22

Tune: "Merrily We Roll Along"

13. Click with Dick (Richard Nixon, 1968) 22

Words and music: Olivia Hoffman, George Stork, and Clarence Fuhrman

Permission for use granted from Elkan-Vogel, Inc.

14. More Than Ever (Richard Nixon, 11972) 23

Music and lyrics by Ken Sutherland

ARRANGER'S NOTE

Campaign songs demonstrate not only the rich history of American presidential campaigns, but also

the wonderful variety of American folksongs, popular songs and theatre songs. The songs still reflect the

passions, vitriole and humor that partisan politics and the candidates inspired. Each of these songs should

be sung with the majesty, comedy, parody or satire that they reflect.

Most of the campaign songs in this collection are drawn from Songs America Voted By, compiled

and edited with historical notes by Irwin Silber and published by Stackpole Books in 1971.

In performing the medley, soloists should be chosen for their ability to project the mood and the text

of the various songs.  The medley may be performed with string bass and ad lib percussion. 
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arr. Bruce Trinkley

© 2004 Bruce Trinkley

*Optional string bass and drum set parts

For Men's Chorus, Soloists and Piano*

Medley of Presidential Campaign Songs

from George Washington to Richard Nixon

God Save Great Washington
For the Penn State Glee Club
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*In the 18th Century join was pronounced "jine" to rhyme with combine.
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ẇ ˙

F

F

98 .˙ œ
can't be.˙ œ
can't be

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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* Andy - Andrew Johnson, President 1865-1869
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- - - -
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Speaker: (over music) In the campaign of 1884, a Buffalo newspaper reported that Grover Cleveland had fathered the illegitimate

child of a Buffalo widow.  Cleveland, a bachelor, conceded he might have fathered the child.  The Repbulicans developed this into 

a major campaign issue with the following song.



V

&
?

#

#

#

43

43

43

202 .œ œ œ œ œ œ#
played thro' the live long

202 ....˙̇̇̇

...˙˙̇##

.œ Œ œ œ
day, But one

....˙̇̇̇

...˙̇̇

p
.œ œ œ .œ œ œ

eve, to his cost, his

....˙̇̇̇

...˙̇̇
non arpeg.

.œ œ œ œ Jœ
 pa pa got lost, And

...œœœ ...œœœ

..œœ ..œœ

rit.

rit.

.œ œ œ œ œ œ
he and his ma sang a

....œœœœ ....œœœœ

...œœœ ...œœœ

.œ .œ
lay, Oh,

....œœœœ#
....œœœœ

..œœ ...œœœnn

ten.

all tenorsF

ten.

F

- -

V
?

&
?

#

#

#

#

43

43

43

43

    

   

208 .˙
Ma!

∑
208

Œ œœœœ œœœœ
..˙̇

Waltz tempo

Waltz tempo

.˙#
Ma!

∑

Œ œœœœ### œœœœ
..˙̇

œ .œ jœ
Where is my

∑

Œ ˙̇̇̇

œœ
œœ
œœ

.
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˙ ˙
our man

Œ
œœœn
>

Œ
œœœ
>

ẇ ˙

œ .˙
Nix on,

Œ œœb
>

Œ œœ
>

ẇ ˙

- -

V

&

&

bb b b

b b b b

b b b b

347 ˙ ˙
We want

347

Œ
œœœn
>

Œ
œœœ
>

wÓ ˙

œ ˙ œ
Nix on to

Œ
œœœ
>

Œ
œœœ
>

ẇ ˙

.œ jœ .œ jœ
be our pres i

Œ
œœœn
>

Œ œœb
>

˙̇ ˙̇ ?

˙ Ó
dent.

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œ œ œ
Come on and

œœ
œœ

œœ œœ
œœ

œœ
œœ œœ

(Richard Nixon - 1968)ƒ

ƒ secco

- - -

V

&
?

bb b b

b b b b

b b b b

352

œ Œ œ œ
click with Dick,

352 wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ
Œ

(Optional semi-chorus of whistlers on piano melody through measure 366.)

œ œ œ œ
the one that

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ
Œ œœ

œ Œ œ œ
none can lick,

˙ ˙
Œ œœ Œ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ

œ Œ œ œ
He's the

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ

œ œ œ œ
man to lead the

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ

˙ œ œ
U. S. A.

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ
V

&
?

bb b b

b b b b

b b b b

358

w
p

358

˙ ˙Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ
Œ

Œ œ œ œ
In Dick we

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ
Œ

˙ œ œ
have the one

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

œ œ œ œ
who tru ly

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

œ Œ œ œ
gets things done.

˙ ˙Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

˙ Ó

˙ ˙Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

-
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&
?

bb b b

b b b b

b b b b

    

364 œ œ œ œ
Ev' ry time he

364 œœœn œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœ

Œ œœ
Œ

˙ œ œ
has his say,

Œ̇ œœn œœœ
œ

œœ
Œ œœ Œ

w

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇bb

œ Œ œ œ
He's a

Œ œœœ
œœ

œœ
˙̇ ˙̇

tutti ˙ ˙
man of

œœœœ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇bb

˙ ˙
peace and

Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

-

V

&
?

bb b b

b b b b

b b b b

    

370

˙ ˙
rea son

370

Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

Ó œ œ
for the

Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

.˙ œ
job in

Œ œœœœn Œ œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ ˙
ev' ry

Œ œœœœn Œ œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ ˙
sea son.

˙̇̇̇b œœœœ Œ

˙̇ œœ Œ

Œ œ œ œ
And he knows˙̇̇̇ œœœœ Œ

˙̇ œœ Œ

- - -

V

&
?

bb b b

b b b b

b b b b

    

376

œ Œ œ œ
how to fight,

376

Œ œœœœ
Œ œœœœ

˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ œ œ
when he is

Œ œœœœ
Œ œœœœn

˙̇ ˙̇nn

œ Œ œ œ
in the right!

Œ œœœœnb Œ œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ ˙
So

Œ œœœœn Œ œœœœ
˙̇bb ˙̇nn

˙ ˙
let's all

Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ ˙
click with

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

V

&
?

bb b b

b b b b

b b b b

b b

b b

b b

c

c

c

    

382

˙ Ó
Dick.382

œ> ˙n> œ>
œœ>
˙̇nn>

œœ>

∑
383

œ œœ
œœ
œœ

ww

Medium Rock Tempo

f

∑

˙ .œ jœœœœ œœœ œœœ# œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

(Richard Nixon - 1972) h » ¶™ ∑

....œœœœ œœ œœœœ
jœœœ
œœ
jœœœœ

˙̇ ˙̇

∑

wœœœ œœœ J
œœœ œœœ J

œœœ
˙̇

jœœ œœ
jœœ

∑
jœ ‰ œœ œœn# œœbnJ
œœœ
jœœ
‰ Œ Ó

25
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?

bb

b b

b b

b b

388 Ó jœ œ jœ
Reach

Reach

in'

in'

out

out

Ó Jœ œ Jœ
Reach

Reach

in'

in'

out

out

388

œœœ œœœœ
jœœœœ œœœœ

jœœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

P warmly

P warmly

P

w

w

wwww
œœ œœ

œœ œœ##

Œ œ œ œ œ
to

a

find

cross

the

the

way

sea

Œ œ œ œ œ
a

to

cross

find

the

the

sea

way

œœœœnn#
œœœœ œœœœ œœ

œœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇nn

w

w

wœœœ ˙̇̇ œœœ
˙̇ œœ

œœ

Œ œ œ œ
to

 

make

mak

to

ing

Œ œ œ œ
 

to

mak

make

ing

to

œœœb
œœœœ œœœœ

œœœœ
˙̇bb ˙̇

-

- - -

-

-

-

- -

-

V

?

&
?

bb

b b

b b

b b

393 ˙ œ œ œ
mor

friends

row

where

 

 

 

 ˙ œ œ œ
friends

mor

where

row

 

 

 

 

393

œ̇œœ œœœ œœœœ œœ œœ
˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ jœ œ Jœ
a

foes

bright

used

er

to

day.

be.œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
foes

a

used

bright

to

er

be.

day.

œœœœn œœœœ
jœœ
œœœ

jœœœœb
˙̇ ˙̇

œ Œ Jœ œ Jœ
Mak

Giv

in'

ing

dreams

hopeœ Œ Jœ œ Jœ
Giv

Mak

ing

in'

hope

dreams

œœœœ œœœ
jœœœœ
œœ

jœœœœ

˙̇ œœ
œœ

w

w

wœœœ ˙̇̇ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

œ .œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
re

to hu

al

man

i

i

ty

ty.œ .œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
to

re

hu man

al

i

i

ty.

ty

œœœœ œœœœ
jœœ œœ

jœœœœ
œœ œœ

œœ
œœ

- - -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

- -

-

- -

- -

-

-

-

V

?

&
?

bb

b b

b b

b b

398 œ œ ˙
p

œ œ ˙
p

398 œœœœ .˙̇̇̇ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

Ó œ œ
More than

Ó œ œ
More than

œ̇œœ œœœ œœœ
œœœ

˙̇ œœ
œœ

œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
ev er Nix on Nowœ œ Jœ œ Jœ
ev er Nix on Now

œœœœ œœœœ
jœœœœ# œœœœ

jœœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ jœ œ Jœ
for you and me.œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
for you and me.

œœœœ œœœœ
jœœœœ
œœ

jœœœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

w

w

œ̇œœ œœœ
jœœœœ œœœœ

jœœœœ
˙̇ ..œœ

jœœ

∑

∑

jœœœœ
‰ œœ œœn# œœbn

jœœ
‰ Œ ÓF

- -

- -
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bb

b b

b b

b b

404

Ó Jœ œ jœ
Nix on Now,

Ó Jœ œ Jœ
Nix on Now,

404

œœœ œœœ J
œœœœ œœœœ J

œœœœ#

˙̇ œœ
œœ

F

F
w
w

wœœœ ˙̇̇# œœœ

œœ
œœœ# œœ

œœ

Ó jœ œ jœ
Nix on Now,

Ó Jœ œ Jœ
Nix on Now,

œœœ œœœ J
œœœœ œœœœ J

œœœœ
œœ
œœœ œœ œœ

w
w

œœœœ œœœœ
œœ

œœ

œœ
œœœ œœ

œœœ

Œ œ œ œ
He's made the

Œ œ œ œ
He's made theœœœœ œœœœ

œœ
œœ

œœ
œœœ œœ

œœœ

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
diff' rence,.œ Jœ œ œ œ
diff' rence,....œœœœn J

œœœœ œœœœ œœ œœ

œœ
œœœn œœ

œœœn

- - -

- - -

V
?

&
?

bb

b b

b b

b b

410

Œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
He's shown us how.

Œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
He's shown us how.

410

Œ
œœœœbb J

œœœœ œœ J
œœœœn

œœbb
œœœb œœbb œœ

œ Œ Jœ œ Jœ
Nix on Now,œ Œ Jœ œ Jœ
Nix on Now,

œœœœ œœœ J
œœ
œœ J

œœœœ

œœ

œœœn
œœ

œœ

˙ Jœ œ Jœ
Nix on Now,˙ Jœ œ Jœ
Nix on Now,œœœœ œœœ J
œœœœ œœœœ J

œœœœ#

œœ
œœœ œœ

œœœ

Jœ ‰ >̇ œ
more than

Jœ ‰ ˙#> œ
more than

J
œœœœ ‰

˙̇̇̇#
> œœœœ

jœœ ‰ ˙̇̇#
>

œœ

œ œ Jœ .œ
ev er Nix onœ œ Jœ .œ
ev er Nix on

œœœœ œœœœ J
œœœœ ....œœœœ

œœ
œœœ œœ

œœœ

- - - -

- - - -

V

?

&
?

bb

b b

b b

b b

415 .˙ Œ
Now.

.˙n Œ
Now.

415 œœœœn œœœœ
œœ

œœœœ

œœ
œœœn œœ

œœœ

˙ .œ Jœ
Lis ten, A

˙ .œ# Jœ
Lis ten, A

œ̇œœ œœœ œœœ# œœœ.œ
jœ

œœ
œœœ

œœ

œœœ#

f

f

f

.œ œ œ jœ œ Jœ
mer i ca, Nix on Now,

.œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
mer i ca, Nix on Now,

....œœœœ œœ œœœœ J
œœœœ
œœœœ J

œœœœ

œœ

œœœ
œœ

œœœ

w

˙ Jœ œ Jœ
Nix on Now.

œœœœ œœœœ
jœœœœ>
œœœœ>

jœœœœ>
˙̇

jœœ>
œœ>

jœœ>

∑

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœœœœ
‰ œœœ œœœnn# œœœbbn

jœœ
‰ Œ Ó

- - - - -

- - - - - -
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(On second verse, one of the back row singers dons a Nixon mask and gives the Nixon "Victory" sign.)
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V

?

?
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?

bb

b b

b b

b b

b b

b b

420 ˙ .œ# Jœ
Lis ten, A

˙ .œ Jœ
Lis ten, A˙ .œ Jœ
Lis ten, A˙ .œ Jœ
Lis ten, A

420 œ̇œœ œœœ œœœ# œœœ.œ
jœ

œœ
œœœ

œœ

œœœ#

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

.œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
mer i ca, Nix on Now,

.œ œ œ jœ œ Jœ
mer i ca, Nix on Now,.œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
mer i ca, Nix on Now,

.œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
mer i ca, Nix on Now,

....œœœœ œœ œœœœ J
œœœœ
œœœœ J

œœœœ

œœ

œœœ
œœ

œœœ

˙ Jœ
> œ> Jœ

>
Nix on Now,

w
w

˙ Jœ
> œ> Jœ

>
Nix on Now,

œœœœ œœœœ
jœœœœ>
œœœœ>

jœœœœ>
˙̇

jœœ>
œœ>

jœœ>

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœœœœ
‰ œœœ œœœnn# œœœbbn

jœœ
‰ Œ Ó

˙ .œ# Jœ
Lis ten, A

˙ .œ Jœ
Lis ten, A˙ .œ Jœ
Lis ten, A˙ .œ Jœ
Lis ten, A

œ̇œœ œœœ œœœ# œœœ.œ
jœ

œœ
œœœ

œœ

œœœ#

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

V

V
?

?

&
?

bb

b b

b b

b b

b b

b b

43

43

43

43

43

43

c

c

c

c

c
c

425 .œ œ œ Jœ .œ ,
mer i ca, Nix on.œ œ œ Jœ .œ ,
mer i ca, Nix on.œ œ œ Jœ .œ ,

mer i ca, Nix on.œ œ œ Jœ .œ ,
mer i ca, Nix on

425 ....œœœœ œœ œœœœ J
œœœœ

....œœœœ ,

œœ

œœœ
œœ

œœœ ,

œ- œ- œ-
God save great

œ- œ- œ-
God save greatœ- œ- œ-

God save greatœ- œ- œ-

God save greatœœ
- œœ

- œœ
-

œœ-
œœ-

œœ-

Maestoso politico

.œ- Jœ
- œ ,-

Wash ing ton,

.œ- Jœ
- œ ,-

Wash ing ton,.œ- Jœ
- œ ,-

Wash ing ton,.œ- Jœ
- œ ,-

Wash ing ton,.
.œœ
-

J
œœ
- œœ
- ,

..œœ-
jœœ-
œœ-
,

w>
NOW!

w>
NOW!w>

NOW!w>

NOW!

œœœœ
> œœœœ

>
J
œœœœ œœœœ
>

J
œœœœ
>

œœ>
œœ>

jœœ>
..œœ>

(For optional encore, repeat from measure 383 using verse 2.)

a tempo

a tempo

˙ U̇

˙ U̇

˙ U̇

˙ U̇

˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇U

œœ> œœ> ˙̇
>

rit.

rit.

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -
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(Wave miniature

American flags.)


