MISSA
SANTA
ROSALIA

For SATB Chorus and Piano or Organ

with optional children’s chorus

BRUCE TRINKLEY






MISSA SANTA ROSALIA

For SATB Chorus and Piano or Organ

1. Kyrie 2
2. Gloria 6
3. Credo 13
4. Sanctus 23
5. Agnus Dei 27

Missa Santa Rosalia owes its name and inspiration to a painting entitled Santa
Rosalia by the Colombian painter Fernando Botero. The portrait, in which Santa
Rosalia is depicted as a nun in a blue habit, inspired a cantata in nine movements
scored for vocal quartet, woodwind quintet and harpsichord. The movements of the
mass all employ themes from the cantata.

The painting was acquired by the Palmer Museum of Art in 1972 and is one of the
highlights of the collection. The cantata was premiered at the Museum in October
1993 to celebrate the opening of the new galleries.

Saint Rosalia, patroness of Palermo, Sicily, lived in the 12th Century. She came from a noble family
descended from Charlemagne. According to tradition, at the age of fourteen she went to live as an
anchoress in a cave on Mt. Coschina, near Bivona, and later in a grotto on Mt. Pellegrino, three miles
from Palermo. Here she passed the remainder of her life and died around A.D. 1160. (September 4
is the feast of her death.) During the great plague of 1624, her remains were discovered and brought
in solemn procession to Palermo. The abatement of the plague soon after was attributed to Rosalia's
miraculous aid. Her caves have been transformed into sanctuaries and her body is enshrined in a
splendid chapel in the cathedral of Palermo. She is still invoked, in Catholic countries, against
earthquake, pestilence and plague.
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2. Gloria

for SATB Chorus and Piano or Organ
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4. Sanctus

For SATB Chorus and Piano or Organ

with solo voice or optional children's chorus
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5. Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

Bruce Trinkley
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