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The setting of Psalm 121 was commissioned by Laurence Dent to celebrate the 60th

Anniversary of the founding of St. Stephen’s Episcopal School in Austin, Texas.  

Mr. Dent graduated from St. Stephen’s in 1963 and has always been a devoted alumnus of

the school.  

The work is dedicated to the memory of Velberta Millerick Towner, Mr. Dent’s organ teacher

when he was at St. Stephen’s, and to the Choir of St. Stephen’s, Stewart Wilkinson, Director, and

Karen C. Haverlah, Organist.

The composer expresses his appreciation to June Miller for assistance with organ

registrations and voicings.

Duration: approximately 3'15"

PSALM 121

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help! 

My help cometh from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

He will not permit thy foot to be moved; He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 

Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is thy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; He shall preserve thy soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.
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