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The Winter Sermon

The winter wind blows cold and gives the trees a voice
and though the year be old the branches sing "Rejoice!"
"Despite the term decreed to earth in ice and mud,

we harbor still the seed of spring and guard the bud

"of blossom that we hold in promise of the season

when crocuses unfold and dragonflies have reason
to dart in antic glee weaving the summer sun

a lace of colored beam upon their wing. The young

"of cricket and of rose lay waiting, living still.

In secret pocket grows the butterfly until

the kiss of summer breeze comes summon them again.
And summer rain will tease the beetle and the wren.

"The beauty that you knew, that shudder on the beach,

are buried out of view, nine inches out of reach.

Your summer-thundered heart now wounded from the lance
of some departed love, will blossom with the dance

"of dandelion fuzz upon an April air.

Though winter chill the blood and makes the body frail,
remember, humankind, you were a spirit first

before the flesh of spine and muscle laid the curse

of doubt and winter pain." The branches sung in choir.
"You shall return again! With hearts restored entire."

I very seldom give much credence to the sound

of creaking trees that sieve the blizzard to the ground.

But what these branches spoke reminded me of what

I almost had forgot: I'love. Ilive. I love.

All that we thought was lost does not forsake us, but returns.
Beneath the frozen plot a fiery pasture burns.



Jason Charnesky

For Arietta and Jan Mianulli, Director

The Winter Tree Sermon
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