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CLEO

CHAMBER OPERA IN ONE ACT
Music by Bruce Trinkley
Libretto by J. Jason Charnesky

CAST
Elizabeth Taylor, lyric soprano
Eddie Fisher, high baritone or tenor
Richard Burton, baritone
Mara, soprano
Charmion, mezzo-soprano
Iras, contralto
The Director, speaking role
SATB Chorus
(Semi-choruses drawn from the main chorus:
Clapstick Crew
Camera Crew
Sound Crew
Studio Executives
Extras
Student Actors)

ORCHESTRA
Flute
Oboe
Bb Clarinet (Alto saxophone)
Bassoon
2 F Horns
2 Trumpets in C
Trombone
Violins 1 (3)
Violins 2 (3)
Violas (2)
Violoncello
String Bass
Harp or Synthesizer
Piano
Percussion (2 players):
Orchestra bells, Chimes, Xylophone,
Snare Drum, Side Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Trap set, Tam-tam,
Slapstick, Tambourine, 2 Bongo drums, 2 Conga drums
2 Woodblocks, Castanets, Ratchet, 4 Timpani

Cleo is dedicated to the memory of Clair Trinkley (1931- 1998), who loved the movies and
admired the people who made them.



CLEO

J. Jason Charnesky Bruce Trinkley

(Iras, Charmion and Mara, maidservants of ancient Egypt are outside the ornate doors to the sleeping chamber of Cleopatra.
The Queen lies within. On the dark stage a spotlight dimly picks up Iras.)
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DIRECTOR (spoken)
Cut! Cut! That's not it at all. I want action, I want passion! Girls, this is a Hollywood epic, not a church sing. You are
the handmaidens of Cleopatra, Queen of all Egypt. Hasn't anyone read the script?

Look. Queen Cleopatra is just behind that door. She is holding the body of her slain lover, Marc Antony. She is mad with
grief and love. We are not shooting this scene for comic relief. Let's try again.

Charmion, don't mug. Mara, keep you hips still. Iras, you are off your mark.

Okay? Get it? This is Egypt! This is ancient! This is an epic. Take two!
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(The ornate doors open. There in the bedchambers of Queen Cleopatra is Eddie Fisher, wandering desperately.)
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DIRECTOR: Mister Elizabeth Taylor, very touching. But you are overacting on my budget! Get him off the set.
(Best boy guides Eddie out of the camera shot.) Any idea where our star is? Any sign of Elizabeth?
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DIRECTOR: Marvellous! And this time only seven hours late. Close the chamber doors and let's try this thing again.

Remember! This is an epic. And this time let's put a little Cleopatra in our scene, if it's alright with everybody else? Okay?
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(Doors open and finally Cleopatra is revealed. She is kneeling before a pallet, which is empty except for a large

pillow which she has cradled on her lap. There's something missing in this scene: Marc Antony.)
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DIRECTOR: Cut! Cleopatra, it's all very touching. But this is supposed to be the
death scene of Marc Antony, not of your pillow! Where is Richard Burton?
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(During the fanfare the Trio jump back into place. Burton is carried in on a stretcher, passed out completely.

He is unceremoniously dumped onto Cleopatra's bed.)
DIRECTOR: What the hell? Places everyone. Take four!
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(Each member of the chorus enters
individually, creating a crescendo.)
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