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Paradise Reneged

For Soprano or Mezzo-soprano and Piano with Optional String Bass

Paradise Reneged is a musical drama for a solo singer/actress with piano accompaniment.
Some suggestion of a rude stonework fence at the edge of a clearing comprises the set. The actress
should be costumed as a simple American farm wife, and nothing in the direction, costuming or
advance publicity should reveal her true identity. As much as possible, the audience should think
they are watching a drama about a middle aged farm wife who reflects back on her years and
explains how she came to this point in her life. The more perceptive (or cynical) members of the
audience might ask themselves who it is this woman is chatting with in this far corner of the farm.
The most perspicacious might wonder whether it is the one who used to walk in the garden with her
long ago. But nothing in the production should be so blatant or over-blown. The piece must be as
understated as the woman herself.

Approximate performance time: 15 minutes.



Paradise Reneged

Music by Bruce Trinkley

Words by Jason Charnesky
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