
MEMORIAL
A Letter to the Editor

For Soprano and Piano 

with Optional String Bass 

Music by 

BRUCE TRINKLEY

Words by 

JASON CHARNESKY



Memorial
A Letter to the Editor 

Memorial is a musical drama for solo singer/actress with piano accompaniment.  It was

conceived as a theatre piece with the singer on a simple set which need consist of no more than a

chair, a writing desk and sheets of paper.  

The actress should not remain seated and writing through the entire piece.  As the

character loses herself in her story, the drama becomes less about the writing per se and more

about the evocation of memory and the regret which the character’s life choices have brought

her.  The performer should feel free to abandon the writing desk and take stage.  The optional use

of projected images can create a visual counterpoint to the sung monologue at the director’s

discretion, but they are by no means essential to the piece.

The music for Memorial was composed during a composer residency at the Helene

Wurlitzer Foundation in Taos, New Mexico in May and June of 2003.  

Approximate performance time: 18 minutes.
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387

Œ œ œ#
Now her

387

..˙̇

..˙̇

p sempre

simile

˙ œ
face looks

..˙̇

..˙̇

.œ# jœ œ œ
out from the o -

..˙̇#n

..˙̇#

œ œ œ œ#
bit - u - ar - ies.

..˙̇#

..˙̇#

Œ œ œ
She is

..˙̇

..˙̇

œ œ œ
mourned by her

..˙̇

..˙̇

&

&
?

Voice

393 .œn Jœ œ œ
moth - er and her

393

..˙̇#n

..˙̇#

.œ Jœ œ œ
fa - ther and her

..˙̇#

..˙̇#

˙ œ
bro - ther.

..˙̇

..˙̇

Ó œ
She

∑

∑

π
˙# œ

left be -

..˙̇#

..˙̇

sotto voce

π

˙# œ#
hind a

..˙̇#

..˙̇#

&

&

?

c

c

c

Voice

399

˙# œ#
bro - ther.

399

.˙#

..˙̇#

œ Œ Œ

˙# œ#
?

.˙# ˙# œ#

Œ œ œ œn œ
I once had a

w

ww##

p

p

œ# œ Ó
bro - ther.

w

ww

&

?

?

43

43

43

Voice

403

‰ Jœ œ œ# œ# œ œ
I used to write to him.

403 ww#

ww##

Œ œn œ# œ#
But he is

ww##

ww#

˙# ‰ Jœ# œ# œ#
gone. He had a

ww##

ww##

wistfully ˙ œ
cer - tain

Œ œ# œ

.˙#
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Voice

407 ˙# œ
kind of

407

Œ œ# œ#

.˙

.˙
charm.

Œ œ œ#

.˙

œ Œ œ
He

Œ œ œ
&

.˙#

q » qP
œ œ# œ# œ œ œ œ œ

ran off to the cit - y and met

˙̇# ˙̇

w#˙ ˙#

poco accel. 

poco accel. 

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a pocoP

&

&

?

Voice

411

œ œ œ œn - œ œ œ
men he should not have known.

411

˙̇ ˙̇#

˙̇ ˙̇##

Jœ ‰ Œ Œ œ œ
He should

wœ œ œ œ
-

œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ#n œœ

F œ> œ œ œ œ œ-
nev - er have been so

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

˙̇-
˙̇# -

F

&

&
?

Voice

414 œ- œ Œ œ œ
pub - lic. He should

414

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇- ˙̇# -

cresc.

cresc.

œ> œ œ œ> œ œ#>

nev - er have loved out

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
œœœœ œœœœ

œœœœ## œœœœ
˙̇- œœ-

œœ# -

w>

loud.

œœœœ# œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

ww

f

f

&

&
?

Voice

417 w
 

417

œœœœ# œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
?

ww

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

.

.˙̇ œœ

molto allarg. 

molto allarg. 

F

Ó œ œ œ œb
I did not at -

˙̇- ˙̇-

˙̇
-

˙̇-

Largo calmato h » ¢§P

P

3

˙ œb .œ œ œ
tend the fu - ne - ral.

˙̇ ˙̇

˙̇ ˙̇
simile

30



&

?

?

Voice

421

Œ œ
3

œ œb œb
That was my

421 ˙̇ ˙̇

˙̇ ˙̇

F

cresc.

œ œ Ó
du - ty.

˙̇ ˙̇

˙̇ ˙̇

Œ -̇ œb œb
What was the

˙̇ ˙̇

˙̇ ˙̇

.˙ Jœ ‰
cost?

..˙̇ J
œœ ‰ &

..˙̇#
jœœ
‰

f ten.

f

ten.

œb œ œ œb œ
I could for - give the

˙̇̇bnb -
˙̇̇
-

˙̇- ˙̇-

dim.

dim.
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43

43

43

Voice

426 ˙ Jœ ‰ œ œb
sin. I could

426

˙̇̇#n -
˙̇̇
-

˙̇- ˙̇-
&

œb - œ œb œb
not for - give mywwwbnb
>

?

ww>
?

œ œ Ó
bro - ther.

˙̇- ˙̇-

˙̇- ˙̇-

P

P calando

∑

˙̇- ˙̇- &

˙̇- ˙̇-

∑U

∑U

∑U

&

&
?

43

43

43

Voice

431

∑
431

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
œœ< Œ Œ

Allegro agitato q » ¡™§

p

Œ œ œ
I am

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
œœ< Œ Œ

P
œ œ œ

writ - ing a -

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
..˙̇-

œ œ œ
bout the me -

œœœœ# œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
œœ# < Œ Œ

&

&
?

Voice

435 œ œ œ
mo - ri - al

435

œœœœ# œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
œœ# < Œ Œ

.œ ‰ Œ
plaque.

œœœœn œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ
jœœœœ## ‰

˙̇n
- J

œœ ‰

∑

∑

∑

Andante semplice q » ¡º•
Œ œ œ

In my

∑

∑

π
˙# œ

dreams I

.˙#

..˙̇
π
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œ# œ œ
keep see - ing

440

.˙#

..˙̇#

˙ œ#
her, that

.˙#

..˙̇##

œ# œ# œ
young wo - man,

.˙#

..˙̇##

œ œ# œ
in the con -

.˙#

..˙̇#n

œ œ# œ#
struc - tion zone

.˙#

..˙̇##
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&
?

Voice

445

œn œ# .œ# jœ#
flag - ging cars to

445

.˙#

.˙# ˙# œn

poco cresc.

poco cresc.

.œ# ‰ œn
stop. And

œn œ# œ œ#
..˙̇##

P œ œ# œ
some - times her

œœ œœ##
œœ

‰ jœ# ˙
.˙#

expansively

P

œ# œ# œ
face is my

œœ## œœ## œœ

‰ jœ# ˙#
.˙

˙# œ
bro - ther's.

˙̇## œœ
‰ jœ ˙#
.˙

dim.
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Voice

450

Œ œ œ
In my

450 jœœ ‰ Œ Œ

‰ jœ# ˙#
.˙

rallentando

rallentando

p
˙# œ

dream, my

.˙

..˙̇

a tempo

a tempo

π

π

œ# œ œ
car is stopped

.˙

..˙̇#

œ œ œ#
right be - side

.˙#

..˙̇##

˙# œ#
her. I

.˙#

..˙̇##

œ œ# œ
roll down my

.˙#

..˙̇#n

&

&

?

c

c

c

43

43
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Voice

456

œ# œ# œ
win - dow and

456

.˙#

..˙̇##

œ# œ# .œ Jœ# œ#
look at her and say

˙# œœ# œœ œœ œœ
˙̇## œœ## œœ œœ œœ

cresc.

cresc.

˙ œ#
"Je - sus

œœ# œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ## œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

P

P

œ# ˙#
loves you."

œœœ### œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœ# œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
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Voice

460

Œ œ# œ œ œ
And she turns to

460

.˙# ˙# œ

..˙̇#

p

p

œ œ# œ# œ œ œ
me and smiles and says

wœ .˙
ww#

espressivo

colla voce

œ œ# œ#
"I love you,

..˙̇#

..˙̇##

dolce

.˙#
too."

.˙

..˙̇#

&

&
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Voice

464

∑
464 .˙# œ œ# œ#

..˙̇##
π

∑

.˙ .˙

..˙̇#

∑U

∑U

∑U

∑

∑

∑

Ó œ-
In

∑

∑

P ˙ œ#
my

Ó œœ##

‰ jœ# ˙
.˙#
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P
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Voice

470 ˙# œ
dreams I

470 ˙̇## œœ
‰ jœ# ˙#
.˙

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

˙# œ
see them.

˙̇## œœ
‰ jœ ˙#
.˙

˙ Œ
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.˙̇
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Œ œ œ
.˙#

∑

ww##

ww##
p

‰ jœ# œ# œ œ œ œ
It would be dif - f'rent if

ww

ww

P

&

?

?

Voice

√

475

˙ œ# œ#
God was - n't.

475 ww

ww

Œ œ# œ# œ
But He is

ww##

ww##

p
˙# - .œ# ‰

watch - ing.

ww

ww

w-
Watch -

ww

ww

π
.˙# jœ ‰

ing.

œœ Œ Ó &

œœ
Œ Ó

∑
ww##
U

ww##
Uπ
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(Long  pause. She stares at the letter.  Then suddenly

she crumples it all into a ball and tosses it onto the floor.)

Here, kitty, kitty, kitty. 
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