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Baby Shower

Chamber Opera in One Act

for 10 Female Singers and Piano or Chamber Orchestra

CAST

TRACY MCINTYRE (soprano or mezzo-soprano), 25. She is throwing the surprise baby
shower for her cousin, Rose.

VICKY MCINTYRE (mezzo-soprano), 19, Tracy's younger sister. Engaged to be married.

AGNES MCINTYRE (AUNT AGNES) (mezzo-soprano), the mother of Tracy and Vicky. She
gives piano and voice lessons.

AVERY SIMMONS (high lyric soprano), 19, Vicky's best friend and sorority sister. She is Maid
of Honor for Vicky's wedding. She is in charge of the games for Rose's baby shower.

SALLY MAE (soprano), 32, Rose's co-worker. She volunteers at The Women's Resource Center
and never met an argument she couldn't join.

NONA TANELLI (dramatic contralto), anywhere between 72 and 120 years old, not a single
organ in working order. She is Agnes and Flo's grandmother, Rose's great-grandmother, and the
baby-to-be's great-great-grandmother.

FLORENCE CAULEY (AUNT FLO) (lyric soprano), Rose's mother, Agnes' sister.
ROSE CAULEY (mezzo-soprano or contralto), 22, the Mother-of-Honor of the baby shower,
Tracy and Vicky's cousin. She's in her eighth month of pregnancy. She is not married and has not

told anyone who the father of her child is.

PATTY ADAMS (mezzo-soprano), the young wife of Reverend Adams. She is also eight
months pregnant.

NANCY LOWE (contralto), 21. A girl from around town. But it's a mystery what she's doing at
this baby shower.

The Umbrellas of Cherbourg is both Rose’s and the composer’s favorite movie musical, so the
quotes from the score to that movie are used in homage to the inimitable Michel Legrand, as well
as to Catherine Deneuve and Nico Castelnuovo.

Baby Shower is dedicated to Jean Charnesky, with love and affection.

Duration: approximately 55 minutes
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Please refer to the script for the stage
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Vicky pours herself some punch and vodka, and
finds the last missing letter on the snack table.
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Get it?
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Vicky looks at her engagement ring, eagerly.
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Vicky

Vicky swishes her umbrella around like a sword and,
pointing it towards the front door, opens the umbrella

just as Avery enters the room carrying a load of small boxes.
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Nona stops and corrects her course, and heads towards the nearest chair. She then swings back and forth 51
before dropping herself into her chair. The entrance must be funny. She is clearly zonked out on whatever
drugs they give her at the home. And she seems to like her drugs a lot. She is not a pathetic character.

She should be comedic.
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Vicky gets a glass of punch for Nona. During the course of Avery's explanation of the Taboo game,
when no one is watching her, Nona keeps signaling to Vicky, who catches her drift and surreptitiously stands
next to Nona. Nona takes the Grey Goose out of Vicky's jacket and tops off her punch with a shot of vodka.

Then she hides the bottle back on Vicky. Apparently, Vicky and Nona have been doing shots while waiting
in the back room. And Nona can really hold her liquor. This whole bit happens in the background.
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The sound of a fire engine siren in the distance;

then in the window the flashing red lights of a police car.
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25 Febrero 2008 Fundacion Valparaiso, Mojacar, Almeria, Espana
April 25,2008 Hambidge Center, Rabun Gap, Georgia
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