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Act Two. Scene One

Innkeeper, Secretary, York, Lewis, Ordway, Clark, and Chorus
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Freely (The scene changes to the Inkeeper's tavern. )
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Act Two. Scene Three

Julia Hancock and William Clark

(The Hancock estate in Fincastle,Virginia. William Clark stands in the parlor waiting. Julia Hancock enters.)
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Act Two. Scene Four

York and Clark
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Act Two. Scene Five

Mary, York, Julia Hancock, Clark, Lewis, Reverend Whitsun, Brother Paul, White Chorus, Slave Chorus

(Allegro maestoso J = 132)
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Act Two. Scene Seven

York, Barkeep, Drinkers 1 and 2, Bar Patrons and Clark

(2 October 1809. St. Louis. York is in a local bar, one which he frequents regularly now that Clark
has set up his household in St. Louis. There are a number of other drinkers and some local women in the bar.
York is loud and clearly has been drinking for a while.)
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(York raises his hand in a fist, perhaps just to shake it at Clark
but in the swiftness of the moment it is impossible to tell whether
York actually intends to strike his master or not.)

104

a_llarg. a E‘empo
I1

1
York [fom ({5 Y
T

O

%) Wil - liam Clark!!

Jf i ! \ﬁé

2. d

Patrons

|
N
1

D\

=
allarg
=
): S . b,
Clark =/ = = The ———

Why you wil - ful nig-ger!
allarg.

(Clark strikes York across the face.)

a tempo mp
©): - - - G ﬂ" - >
Clark —/ o i
i) pa
4
I have tried!
a tempo
[a) P L A .
v 1 NT Tt Py Py — [))
— < 12# T 548 Q Q Q y
|70 >4 O K = ,‘
A\ | o o o o L
o be o | HC =
= =
=
b | o O O
| O O O [))
o | b —— - A
7 b 4 A
e L
4 4




105

= " te

boy.

P

== == = =

with you,

tried

have

I

how

o o o

ness

wit

my

is

Pesante, marcato J = 80

Sie be fe 4o

i

God

I/

Clark

bel -

tience,

be

cresc.

will

pa

p cresc.

ru - ined,

f

with intensity

WZ])H

go

There

all

'@

I|H
o

past

i
Fe-

You came back

[

am

il7]

il
Wi

bel - lious.

=

re

West.
and
¥

boy.

laz - y
0o

©

/

tak - en you out

lion,

haught -y,
bel

should have

e

g
”'

no

—

0o

lig - e - rent,

nev - er
1

i

nao

&)
D
)
YU Qg
204
&)
pd
204
A\SV.AY
DR
6 )
210
pd
210
A\NVJ

Clark
Clark
Clark



" —

b

b}‘ be

I’:ﬁ

216
'aY
—Je #
d

serve a mas - ter.

to

means

it

what

you

show

I

boy!

106
Clark

Clark

0
N - A £
5 S b A
—_ s wa =l
{18 2 Lv‘ -
N (S LT aaE »
N Ny 2
_ ] o — ~ ol = A
'Y £ N SalNE _
N 1 1
| |a =
s s val =
& o £
BN T 2
] NEEEN _ | e
Lwl | N Q| Z (|
_d
’ pis . N v
I S 1 A
= f=]
& : T s 2
ke
g -
RN ol g 3
_~ d
on
'y = —WTTe ) £
_a QRS .
~ g -
% Q] 5 ~t|q
2
— - & T(e[e W R
_a £ Ll L
Q] D
_a g L)
= N
il
M - T e i
) ) S HE-N § 3
N
4 ~t f A QLR
AEYREN S NN
AN N
o
0
| 4 1 -
B BE) - N
I :
| , Q Ql = e
I v AN
=S é 8 ¢ fNGe o SileaN Sig 2
—N S — N —N S

Clark

~t i e
i i
B ] Q 9
o L
il
4l lels
h e
% H S
g Te/ $ NI
n ol = Q ===
8 ()
N\ = o TeN
5 ﬁi
o
3 LE LI
2 e, Tee
>
Ul s A
<
= T
n vl W = va v
o8
oL} T
L0 E VU
N HeGe
— N



Clark

Clark

Clark

Clark

107

237 = [ —
J a e fe , .
) f b N vV
—Je (Y] b L | y 2
d I /] i ‘A
Damn your life, you say? grant your
=
237
: ’ # #
L | \
] b I? [
A\NVJ } ) DIO P a a a
oo 4 — 17 b2
G |
o) | §
) O U | |
4 u 4 ad 4 o]
hy o= ° >
—1 — —t L 6,
' '/q 1 el
b & hele =
= s L
o — -
243 h e i L bﬁ EQ
o — |
d PN [
AN [
wish You'll come to damn
Q N i I
P y 2 [ [ [ b
N \ PN [ [ [ b ¥
A\NV// 2= — AN M | V]
J g Bbi bﬁ b § Ve
7&’/
©): b |
pd [ H # b
'b — - ;
o . 5 - 2 i
& % %he - £
o . = g T ,
248 e o _ _ (To the drinkers)
) ! i = N
il O [ (Y] ) (Y] y 2
pd I i L ) I \A
each day af - ter this.
248
[} | | | \
ﬁ—i = gy
[ I ) g A
ad b na [
mm % ma | d B
= e
) # — N
J O ‘ # o - p 4
d L [ (Y
— e, ?
=~ = 1 ]
-0 .

Quasi recitative

J (The men grab York and bind him, then follow
= 80 Clark out of the bar to general commotion.)

=

- il ‘F |’) il
&) [ o
b S : \ - ] - - -

Come! Bring the boy back to the house with me.
253
)
y - — T N
N ) A P N
ANV () [7) [ 4 U AN
a N o [Z] Hhﬂi
SJJ<
h H “ —— —
v = K N
y A ol et Ny @
[ [an YNINZ) ad a H w1/ &
ANV A ! = U % A
J g o e fh i
e

8vb



Act Two. Scene Eight

Juba, Slave Chorus, Michael Young, Simon, York, and Johnny O'Fallon
(Eight years later. The slave quarters of Mister Mitchell's field hands.

The slaves are gathered together singing and praying, being led by Juba.)

mf Adagio J

108

= 66

O
VA

God

yes!

. X !

yes!

Lord,

yes,

Oh

yes,

yes!

Lord,

yes!

prayer and praise.

mf

)
/
in

day

the

start

¥ #
T W g

We

n 4t

gty

i T (R J

b

Y s Te

y ..

n 4,

il R (R 2

A48,

Y wgttl

i T (O J
i

A\

yes,

Lord,

yes,

Oh

&)

|

—Je AUl g0 @

i T VP §

Y w e

!h

N
Y
Py
€
AN
y 2
Py
€

e
.

A ()
' -\

W
. S 1YY
—Je # T e glo

y
rS
o
rayd
pd

Juba

B.

3

o o
| IA G
|
% ) % ~N %
2 2 M 2
v v v v
5 5 5 5
w w w w
[ [ [ T [
1 - - - -
L] E E E
L ) ) ) )
— — — —
73 73 73 73
5] 5] SA 5]
> > > >
= = = =
e ) ) o Y| ©
%
z |~ ~t
z
>
g
0 1 1
z
e
.5
=
k=)
<
=
| 1
-
=1
5]
w
Q
=t
=
g0
A A e T e e B B
= == == = e == === === - !
=== === === === === — —
< 5 5 50 5 L 525 50 .50
™ p ™ -~ -~
O O+ 9 DN QN [CIDNYG
[+
£ . .
= «n =




f 109
N 4 ¢
Y wUT [#) N N
g "I # y 2 y 2
[ (an Y (AL Py Py
o i i
God's char-i-ot's a - com - ing; God's char-i-ot's a - com - ing;
nst, S
Y T N N
y LY ) | Y 2 | Y 2
[ (an) T PN [ PN
A\SV/ [ < AS
a [
God's char-i-ot's a - com - ing; God's char-i-ot's a - com - ing;
0 S
)(l | |
ras
[ fanY 7 [ @
\é} (o) o -
God's char-i-ot's a-com - ing; God's char-i-ot's a-com - ing;
. O e
O
|
| —— © i—
*
God's char-i-ot's a-com - ing; God's char-i-ot's a-com - ing;
[a)
\J
l Ll Ll L] Ll
[ fan
o
&)
e O L_J L b -
d
L L J
Driving =126
o) | ‘ | #
y.a o | b | - ?
God's char-i-ot's a - com - ing to car - ry us a-way to Jor - dan.
o) #
ya — T —e y 2
@) ee? ‘ ¢ ¢
o =
God's char-i-ot's a - com - ing to car - ry us a-way to Jor - dan.
o) #
y | | e ?
ras I 1
N bl | \ W |21 PN
\éu LH". [ J | <
God's char-i-ot's a-com-ing to car -ry us a-way to Jor - dan.
L] # AN
bl D O m?j?? LI £ @ o Y 2
d [ P LU [ [ PN
[ 11 1 v [ [ AN
———— — [ [
God's char-i-ot's a-com-ing to car - ry us a-way to Jor - dan.
0 n
y - - - Vs o
[ fanY LU O
o -
P cresc.
: 3
L2 B - — - I €]
il C

[N
P IL [

(Michael Young enters. About twenty-five years old, he's the overseer of the
field slaves on this plantation. He is followed by a young slave, Simon.)
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Brady (spoken)

And that was the end of York.

No white man ever heard from him again. Except for one curious report.

A wandering explorer got himself lost in the wilds of Wyoming. He met up with a tribe of Crow
Indians who helped him out. And one of the chiefs of the tribe, a tall free man respected by all,
was a black man, an aged Negro, who told stories of a time long before, when he had been with
Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and walked across America in search of the
Western Sea.

Historians never believed that story.. But it's true, and I know it. ‘Cause you see...

(Brady opens the Possibles Box and pulls out Floyd's coat.)

York did make his way back West, to the only land where he ever knew freedom.

And when he died he left this coat and this chest to Pacifica.

And she left them to me, her son.

And on nights like this, when the wind is still and the whole earth seems to hold its breath in

silence, I can hear them all — the spirits of all those men and women questioning their lives,
questioning their choices, questioning us.
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[Slowly we are able to see stretched across the stage the ghostly members of the expedition and
the Indians they met in a line, staring straight ahead towards the audience. The other characters
of the story come forward two by two (except for Mary who is alone until joined by York). They
sing directly to the audience of their hopes and fears, sharing what they have learned now that

their lives are done.]
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