1. Brush Valley Boys

For SATB Solo Quartet, Violin, Violoncello, String Bass, Percussion and Piano
Lyrics by Julia Kasdorf
Music by Bruce Trinkley

1. Brush Valley Boys

Between Centre Hall and Linden Hall,
Lewis, Lester, little Vernon, on a farm
in the new century of machines:

gasoline, drilling rigs, diesel drives.
(Also two sisters, Gladys and Dorothy,
who must now slip out of this story.)

Farm boys love tinkering, making things,
making things go: moonshine
customers called ''potatoes'' on the party line.

Lewis made a snow-mobile from a sleigh,
4-cylinder engine, propeller carved from a log.
And airplanes, airplanes, airplanes!

After the Great War, airmail from New York
flew over Brush Valley, refueled in Bellefonte.
Even army surplus planes cost a lot, but

Lester worked night shifts at the silk mill
in Spring Mills and by day built his plane
from scratch. Then bi-planes, Piper Cubs, The Lark

took off from the airfield on Airport Road.
Lewis's son Jack flew folks over the Fair,
flew Coach Paterno anywhere!

Vernon's first carnival ride--
four airplanes with electric propellers —
he made in Lester's barn.



The authors dedicate these songs to our fellow citizens of Central Pennsylvania
who have endured the coronavirus pandemic with courage, dignity, and generosity.

1. Brush Valley Boys

For SATB Solo Quartet, Violin, Violoncello, String Bass, Percussion and Piano

Lyrics by Julia Kasdorf

Music by Bruce Trinkley
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