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Lyrics by Julia Kasdorf
Music by Bruce Trinkley

2. Hephaestus of Centre Hall

In Greece they call the blacksmith god Hephaestus;
In Rome they call him Vulcan, crippled god
of motion, volcanos, and machines.

Maker of Hermes's winged helmet,
Achille's shield, Athena's sword,
thunder bolts for Zeus to throw,
thrones to seat the gods, Apollo's
chariot, gliding above like the sun.

In Centre Hall, a welder on the ridge
made a whistle for our fire hall,
thawed frozen pipes with his torch.

Made his darling Shirley a darling car

to drive Brush Valley Road to grandma's farm.
Domer Ishler commissioned a kiddie train;

the rest was Vern's: air planes, carnival rides.

A lost finger kept him home; but Lewis
and he worked metal for here and the war:
cement mixers, trailers, sawbucks.

From one wooden horse, he cast a carousel
herd from aluminum scraps

found with kids picking the dump -

tea pots, pie plates, sauce pans, old cups.

Forgetting horrors in the Pacific or Europe,
boys who made it home returned

to ride the bright '"toys of summer"

with sweethearts on carnival nights.
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2. Hephaestus of Centre Hall

For SATB Solo Quartet, Violin, Violoncello, String Bass, Percussion and Piano

Lyrics by Julia Kasdorf

Bruce Trinkley
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