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Speaker: Rachel's reference to the selfishness of insecticide manufacturers probably reflects her

Communist symphathies, like a lot of our writers these days. We can live without birds and 

animals, but, as the current market slump shows, we cannot live without business.
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Speaker: The balance of nature is a wonderful thing for people who sit back and write books or 

want to go out to Waldon Pond and live as Thoreau did. But I don't know of a housewife today who

will buy the type of wormy apples we had before pesticides. 
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Speaker: 

Why is a woman without any children of 

her own so concerned about genetics?
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Speaker: Silent Spring, which I read word for word with some trauma, kept 

reminding me of trying to win an argument with a woman.  It can not be done.
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Speaker: The doctors 

found two tumors,

one suspicious enough to 

require a radical mastectomy.
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Speaker: After radiation treatments Rachel promptly became ill, and lay in bed with fever, aching and

nauseous.  She developed severe inflammation of the iris and, unable to read or to tolerate light, she spent

two weeks nearly sightless, in terrible pain.
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wẇ ˙
œœ ˙̇ œœ

p

P

p

w
beau -

Ó
œ œ
It is

wwww
œœ ˙̇ œœ

p

78

Speaker: 

Severly anemic from the cobalt treatments, she failed to respond 

to transfusions.  Only a dangerous operation held faint hope.
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wẇ# ˙

w
attacca finale

p

80

Speaker: 

Late in the afternoon on Tuesday, 

April 14, Rachel Carson suffered 

a fatal  heart attack.

Helen: Don't fall into tears, there is no need to weep.

I have lived!

And I have been fortunate beyond my dreams.

I was able to explore life even when others said "no."

And I was able to warn the world even when others said "Be quiet."

Let those who follow after me not moan, but work!

Let my funeral music be

not dirges, but a eulogy.


