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BROKEN SYMMETRIES

Six Baroque Dances for String Quartet

I. Bourrée for the Beginning of Time 1
I1. Sarabande within a Cloud Chamber 4
II1. Courante of the Quarks 9
IV. Pavane for a Proton's Decay 13
V. Minuet of the Massless Particles 16
VI. Gigue of the Grand Unified Theory 20

The inspiration for Broken Symmetries comes from the courtly dances of the late Renaissance
and Baroque eras, refracted through the pitch organizational techniques of the early twentieth
century and the cosmology of the late twentieth century.

Broken Symmetries is dedicated to Stephen Hawking.

PERFORMANCE NOTE

Broken Symmetries should be played with expressiveness but with the rhythmic regularity of the
dance. The six movements should be played without a break.
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2. Sarabande within a Cloud Chamber
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3. Courante of the Quarks
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5. Minuet of the Massless Particles
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6. Gigue of the Grand Unified Theory
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