FOUR
TOCCATAS

for SATB Chorus and Piano or Chamber Orchestra

Music by Bruce Trinkley

1. “Long Live the Weeds” Hopkins 3
Poem by Theodore Roethke

2. Reply to Censure 10
Poem by Theodore Roethke

3. Lute Song 17
Poem by Robert Lima

4. Before You Inhabit Another Star 26
Poem by Joseph Grucci

Four Toccatas was composed for and is dedicated to the Concert Choir of the State College
Area High School. The choral cycle was part of Mountain Laurels: a choral symphony,
celebrating the centenary of State College, Pennsylvania in 1996. All of the poems and texts
in Mountain Laurels were by poets who had lived in central Pennsylvania.

Four Toccatas may be performed with piano or with chamber orchestra. Please contact the
composer for the full score and orchestra parts.






1. ““LONG LIVE THE
WEEDS”’

For SATB Voices and Piano

Poem by Theodore Roethke
Music by Bruce Trinkley

Theodore Roethke (1908-1963) taught English and coached the varsity tennis team at the Pennsylvania
State College from 1936 to 1943 and again for one year in 1948 after a period at Bennington College,
Vermont. From 1948 until his death, the poet lived in or near Seattle and occasionally taught at the
University of Washington, where he was given the honorary title of Poet in Residence. Beginning with
the publication of his first book, Open House, in 1941, Roethke had a highly successful career that
brought him a Pulitzer Prize (for The Waking in 1953) and two National Book Awards. His work has
world-wide recognition, with translations of poems into many languages.

Permission for setting the Roethke poem to music has been granted by Doubleday and Doubleday Dell
Bantam.

“Long Live the Weeds” Hopkins
Theodore Roethke from Open House (1941)

Long live the weeds that overwhelm
My narrow vegetable realm!

The bitter rock, the barren soil

That force the son of man to toil;
All things unholy, marred by curse,
The ugly of the universe.

The rough, the wicked, and the wild
That keep the spirit undefiled.

With these I match my little wit
And earn the right to stand or sit.
Hope, love, create, or drink and die:
These shape the creature that is 1.
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2. REPLY TO CENSURE

For SATB Voices and Piano

Poem by Theodore Roethke
Music by Bruce Trinkley

Theodore Roethke (1908-1963) taught English and coached the varsity tennis team at the
Pennsylvania State College from 1936 to 1943 and again for one year in 1948 after a period at
Bennington College, Vermont. From 1948 until his death, the poet lived in or near Seattle and
occasionally taught at the University of Washington, where he was given the honorary title of Poet
in Residence. Beginning with the publication of his first book, Open House, in 1941, Roethke had
a highly successful career that brought him a Pulitzer Prize (for The Waking in 1953) and two
National Book Awards. His work has world-wide recognition, with translations of poems into many
languages.

Permission for setting the Roethke poem to music has been granted by Doubleday and Doubleday
Dell Bantam.

Reply to Censure
Theodore Roethke from Open House (1941)

Repulse the staring eye,
The hostile gaze of hate,
And check the pedantry
Of those inveterate

Defamers of the good.
They mock the deepest thought,
Condemn the fortitude
Whereby true work is wrought.

Though just men are reviled
When cravens cry them down,
The brave keep undefiled

A wisdom of their own.

The bold wear toughened skin
That keeps sufficient store

Of dignity within,

And quiet at the core.

10



2. Reply to Censure

For SATB Chorus and Piano or Chamber Orchestra
Theodore Roethke

Bruce Trinkley

from Open House (1941)*
Allegro marcato J: 88 inten:
A g mp intensely | N
/.03 - - r N Nl D
Soprano 1\9 a—] S N— AWPD
Re - pulse the star - ing
Al mp intensely ‘ N
YRR - - PSR R I
Alto g
’\\g L 2 ‘A N\ \_ N ¢
Re - pulse the star - ing
A | mp intensely ‘ N
/0 3 - - SR G R
Tenor .
@ L 2 ‘A N\ \_ N ¢
Q Re - pulse the star - ing
Mmp intensely
e YOO B ) - - - - ) ®—
Bass i ¢  —— *— 7
v - A ) ) I r
4 4
Re - pulse the star - ing
n_| ~
Y 1D € N | [ N N | [ \
g b ) - A, [ |\ [ N y 20 |\ [ A, [ N
L _ . I [ ’1 ‘A A \. N\ _ | ]
F—= T}Bi iB% 58 A & %L% 58 ?} :
Piano mp —— my —|mp — mf | |l mp 5 ? 5 ? 5
. | N N NI N N N | N | N
5\: | D)) \. ] \‘ [T \. \1‘4 [T \. ] \‘ H‘d" ] [ ] [ [T
B3 o, e e e e e e e o o o
IZ‘ cresc.
[a | I A \ | y | \ | I A
Y 1D | N\ Nbe |\ A
@ E ! . E t / . [ [TV [ [ ’1 [ A [
Y] \ \ ‘ v u T
eye, The hos - tile gaze of hate, And check the ped - an - try Of those in-vet - e -
[a) | | A \ | L \ | (,"reSC. N
Y 1D | [ N\ [ Nbe [ N [ A [ N
. . [ [TV [ [ [ N [
D) ! i e j ‘ y 1 f
eye, The hos - tile gaze of hate, And check the ped - an - try Of those in-vet - e -
[a) | | A \ | \ \ N cresc.
Y 1D . | [ N\ . N } ‘!\‘ . h ‘ . N .
Q \ i ' ; \ \ oy \ r
eye, The hos - tile gaze of hate, And check the ped - an - try Of those in-vet - e -
. . cresc.
1 ] o ® ‘. Py F :
| . [ ] [ [ [ [ [
7 5 \ ® 4 \ ] ]
d ] [ ] [ r 4 ! 4
y i 4
IZ' eye The hos - tile gaze of hate, And check the ped -
n_| - - -
Y 1D
g b [
N7 P
A\NVJ P2y 1
) ? 3 F 3 F 5 %’ 5 ? 5 P%
. | N N N ‘ N ‘ N ‘
5\: | [ . Y [ . Y [ . #\ ] } ‘!\‘ } ‘!\‘ }
—, ! ! ! ! o L — L —
‘ . . . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘- ‘ ‘.

*Used with permission Bantam Doubleday Dell
© 1994 Bruce Trinkley 11




| ° '[f = ‘ 4zm. |
: : < : - | N— |
[ [ [ Wi [ I [ [ [ ® P 1] A a
A\SY [ I/ 1 1/ 1 | 4 ! [ Wi [ ) e L@ e
Q) | 4 |4 ! ! 4 ! 4 m
rate De-fam - ers of the good. They mock the deep est thought,  Con-demn the
[a I I ﬁ A \ dlm
Y 1D [ A . A . - }\/ ‘!\‘ ‘ ‘ |
I — . — — P ! o N— !
[ [ Wi [ [ [ v [ [ [ d
) ! \ r \ \ \ o o 7
rate De-fam - ers of the good. They mock the deep est thought,  Con-demn the
Al . . z[f -, _ \ dim.
¥ ) o R o R o R ° @ o R e N\
[ [ [ [ = [Y] ) [ [ [ @ P A= [#)
[ (an Y4 [ I/ 1 1] 1 Wi [ I 1”4 [ Wi [ ) = [ [~ [
\é} | |4 ! |4 ! |4 | r ! |4 ! 74 i i }
rate De-fam - ers of the good. They mock the deep est thought,  Con-demn the
=
, o z[f % o - % o - dim. "
g o m— m— m— mt } S ! H— G X o ie
Z b [ I/ 1 1] 1 [ [ I [ |4 [ |4 [ [ [ Ll
d [ |4 [ |4 [ |4 [ W [ [
I 4 I !
rate De-fam - ers of the good. They mock the deep est thought,  Con-demn the
N N N ‘
. . [ [ A
FE i g n
I ‘ ‘ . /
f ? dim.

ifﬂz7

12

|
i ﬂ:ﬂ" ﬂ:ﬂ" ﬁ: ﬁg: ﬁ:
o o o o & o & o &
10
| A mf | cresc. |
Y 1D A [ [ [ Pay L
. [ ] [ [ [ Pay [#) 7
%g = 7] P2Y 7] © \
na 7 [
Py \ T \
for - ti - tude Where - by true work is wrought.
A mf cresc. ‘ ‘ ‘
Y 1D [ [ [ [
g b [ N [ [ [ [ [
[ (an YL [ N [ h ] Pay = = O =
N [ )] [ 1 e e O b hgf—
%- e o 1
for - ti - tude Where - by true work is work is
A L mf cresc. .
Y 1D P N [ O ~ e [#) O
[ ] [ [7) [~ [
ﬁﬁb 7] \ \ \
5 | | | |
for - ti - tude Where - by true work is wrought.
mf cresc. . o o
b e | & &
7 5 ! i 4 \ \ \
vV ‘ 'V i i T T
for - ti - tude Where - by true work is wrought. is
Dbt A e g £ e e £ &
: : ) T ° - : - ® -
G54 P S 7
: mf cresc.
— m # _ L h | h | h | N N N
- ILV‘D pad # A: o o o A: = q ! % % : : :
6 v v v v v v h h ‘. ‘ ‘- ‘ ‘- ‘




| mp intensely cresc.

[a) | A\ | I
2o N e ‘ —_—
G~ SN Ne e N Ne &
)
Though just men are re - viled When cra - vens cry them
—_— ' intensely cresc.
n | ‘ mp Y
Y 1D [ N \ [ | \
g b [ y 2 A | A [ N [ A [ N [ N
[ [an W4 = oy PN Y [ Y [ ] [ Y [ I\ [ [T
A\NVJ — LO h) [ ] [ ] ‘ [ K ] ‘ . ] ‘
a T[ ‘ ‘. . — .
wrought. Though just men are re - viled When cra - vens cry them
—_— j
0 !7 o mp intensely cresc\ - N
AN
(o ia & C— oo —F \ —F o —
A\SV/ AY ) [ [ W | ) [ [ W
) vy 1 \ 4 ‘ v 1 \ 4
Though just men are re - viled When cra - vens cry them
—_— Mp intensely cresc. _
b o y 2 e i — —] - - :
Z b 7 PN W [ W) [ W [ ) [ ) [ )
4 < r— 1 4 | 7— 7— 7
wrought. Though just men are re - viled When cra - vens cry them
n_| ‘ A | ‘ A
Y 1D | [ ) [ | [ Y
g b [ A [ A [ ] . A [ N [
[ [an W4 oy [ Y [ Y . Y [ I\ .
Oi # S s =
" : ) - ° -
_ mp cresc.
. | N— N— N—— N e N
7~ LP—e .- — L o .- oo L L
o Z o ¢ o o 4 o oo oo
[a) | \ | y \ | | N |
Y 1 — [ 29 [ [ [ Y o o qg
. [ 1V [ ] [ I\ [
. . [ [ [ Wi
. — [ Wi [ Wi [ |4
a ‘ T y m ‘ 14 t I }
down, The brave keep un - de - filed A wis - dom of their own. The bold wear tough - ened
n | | \ '[f A A
Y 1D [ \ [ \ N \ [ | |\ | A N\
g b [ N [ N _@° [ [ N [ |\ [ A [ (Y] I @ I ¢° R
L . [ [y ¥ PR [ [ A [ [ ] P I
R A hd : b ! Vi
= \ : = 1 ! ! r
down, The brave keep un - de - filed A wis - dom of their own. The bold wear tough - ened
0 1 o i N i = N ':l R—'—%—'—%: :
#hm . S E— e n— " — ! o — D i
A\SV [ ) [ ) v v ) [ [ Wi [ |4 ! |4 ! |4
Q ‘ y 4 y \ r !
down, The brave keep un - de - filed A wis - dom of their own. The bold wear tough - ened

i p—r ———

Wi [ Wi [ Wi
d [ Wi [ Wi [ [ ] [ ) [ ] |4 [ 4 [ 4
\ r \ |4 \ r \ Yy | Y | 4
down, The brave keep un - de - filed A wis - dom of their own. The bold wear tough - ened

13



subito P

W

et

qui

And

in,

with

Of dig - ni -ty

- cient store

-fi

That keeps  suf

skin

subito P

go

7K

A\SV

et,

qui

And

in,

ni - ty with

That keeps suf - fi - cient store Of dig

skin

QL g @
0] e
he)
NERE- QL
N ey
S |~ S |~
R R
B B
N = Q]
N\ S §
| | W. [ W
ol = [ell
™ E ah
. o .
|5 ||
pd 5 N
. o .
e 3 oL
| =
N o [ EAN
Q
Q| = ]
AN M HAN
. m.. .
[}
| 3 ||
-~
N Wa H/V
- -
|1 m Q|||
1™
A LN
v @
3y GN

et,

qui

And

in,

with

That keeps suf - fi - cient store Of dig - ni -ty

skin

O

O
, ]
S
2 e
3
el
Qe ™M
oote el
™
= v
QOO ™ hl#é

i

PP non. cresc.

N @
v

non dim.

the star - ing eye,

Re - pulse

the core.

at

PP non. cresc.

N _@°
v

non dim.

eye,

the star - ing

Re - pulse

et at the core.

qui

kth 50
£
11 —
LI
S | LA
M 8
S =
§ |[He 8
= 2
Wll Pa M
~
1
0] 5
Q
SR &
<=
=
)
=
e S
QL s
0] Z,
!
0N
™
Aunm e

PP non. cresc.

4

the

Re - pulse

4

non dim.

—Je 1D

ray

star - ing

et at the core.

qui

—————— | pp non. cresc.
.

14

N




QO

-
[P N N [ Nbe*
. [ [TV® -
Wﬁ L—- K
v I ) LO-
) 4 =
The hos - tile gaze of hate,
mp cresc.
[ | | | p
Y 1D N N [ Nbe-* N .
@ E s Q [ L - y 20
. P [ % PN ) [ [
v [ ) LO - A 1”4 [ Wi
Q ‘ V ™= r T 4
The hos - tile gaze of hate, The bold wear
m cresc.
n | A - | P
Y 1D N N\ Nheo-" [ .
7 b O y 2 ] P ﬂ et Q | L]
[ (an Y4 e PN P [ 1) [ [ [ Wi
A\SV AN [ v [ ) v 1”4 [ W [ |4
Q ‘ T V — T T r T
eye, The hos - tile gaze of hate, The bold  wear tough - ened
h . mp cresc.
Ca— o N e ® f \ O N ﬁ
P T y 2 I - - Wi y 2 Y
DA PN >4 [ >4 |4 PN
V < 14 14 €
eye, The hos - tile gaze of hate, The
SQua— -
0 N5 & s
. 7 [ ] [ [ ]
I % 1”4 \ "4
q : T T L4
- cresc.
} A } A } N
[ N [ N [ N
3_ [ ’1 \_ [ \. ]
. . . |
! W) \ I — ! —e © 2, © }
A\SV A 1”4 [ W [ |4 ! 1”4 [ W [ ) =
T T r T T T r T V =
The bold wear tough -ened skin That keeps suf - fi - cient dig - ni - ty with -
| P ‘ ‘ A\ A mp |
. P [ A [ N N\ [
e [ A [ . [ ] - [
[ fan W \ 7 \ ) \ \ \ ® P : o o o
A\NVJ [ |4 ! >4 [ Wi [ ) b 1 [ LO
a T T T ' T V T[ ‘ Tr
tough -ened skin That keeps suf - fi - cient store of dig - ni - ty with - in, And
n | P ‘ ‘ A A\ mp, |
. P [ A [ A N [ N [ [
#ﬁbﬁ:ﬂ A— \ N ) \ y 3 \ \
\ P : g PY o Py o
A\NVJ ! >4 [ Wi [ ] b 1 [ nao A) e
Q T T ' T V T[ ‘ T[
skin That keeps suf - fi - cient store of dig - ni - ty with - in, And qui - et
. . . £ . . dim.
A S LN . S A - ..
&) | [ ] [ VA Wi [ ) [ [ . e *
“Je 1 D [ >4 [ |4 [ >4 [ Wi [ - N o ——  —
DA r r |4 [ ) Ll e
4 7 |
bold wear tough-ened skin That keeps suf - fi - cient store of dig - ni - ty
N — -~
: # - ) S }
na e =
Tri ] (=4
- #g P> F o
im. mp
e O
“Je 1D [ A [ A [ A | \ | \ | \ Pay O
DA [ N\ [ N\ [ N\ [ N [ N [ e 7
P - - - ) i) I — O ©




\ (
T E 2 | E 3
& 2 g ST = e A
[ [ N EEN
Q| Q| L] 1 v
\ o _o
m QL %
= =
N oL 3 0
g | \ 3 )
= \o 0 q R ¢
Q
0@
ol ¢ 0 g 3
N 2 Q
00
o|| = 0| ¢ e
TN s olll]] 2 &
_ vollle)
£ £ ol|| = ¢ o
[N 2 e ol s
N _ o¢
I 5 m o E / ®
[ N B 2 a0t z \
_ m ~t _ ﬁ u O
d £ w... s \.AV\‘ 8’ Q
/ ('l 7
. I ™ 1™ I o
& [ N LN
# N NO NGre- N 2]< N
— N

=76

Meno mosso J

core.

the

at

et

A\SV

qui

core.

the

at

et

qui

O

D — — O

O

A\NV

core.

the

at

et

qui

ray

—Je 1D

core.

the

at

et

qui

1600 DR
IR
gliolloe  gole
XX /
! #HWH ‘

o oo
ool ol 2
= = =
o lelle
ol ole

o0 S d o

o 1o

KN 1 a
NG A\




3. LUTE SONG

for SATB Voices and Piano

Poem by Robert Lima
Music by Bruce Trinkley

Robert Lima, retired professor of Spanish and Comparative literature at Penn State, is a poet, critic, playwright,
and translator. He has been elected to membership in PEN International, the Poetry Society of American and
Academia Nortamericana de la Lengua Espafiola. His poems have appeared throughout the United States and
abroad in periodicals and in books.

“A photograph taken by Margaret Duda inspired ‘Lute Song.” The photograph became part of “Eye of the
Beholder,” an exhibit of her photographs and my poems held in the East Gallery of Pattee Library in conjunction
with the Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts in 1993.”

Lute Song
by Robert Lima from Eye of the Beholder

Joy is in the making
of instruments that bring elation
of music that the fingers sing

Joy is in the leaping
through time, geography and lore
through planes of magnitude and depth

Joy is in the sensing

oneness with the master hand
oneness with the inner ear
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Robert Lima
from Eye of the Beholder*

3. Lute Song

For SATB Chorus and Piano or Chamber Orchestra
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Bruce Trinkley
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4. BEFORE YOU INHABIT
ANOTHER STAR

For SATB Voices and Piano

Poem by Joseph Grucci
Music by Bruce Trinkley

Joseph L. Grucci (1909-1982) was the founder and editor of the poetry magazine, Pivot, until his death
in 1982. Born in Pittsburgh, he received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of
Pittsburgh. He taught at the American University in Shrivenham, England, and at the University of
Pittsburgh before becoming director of the poetry workshop at Penn State in 1950. He taught poetry
workshops for twenty-five years. He was author of four volumes of poetry and was co-author of a
volume of translations, Three Spanish American Poets.

Before You Inhabit Another Star
by Joseph Grucci from The Invented Will (1962)

Man, if you should inhabit another star,

Fell not a single tree

That you cannot replace,

Cultivate no acre for the ravens to destroy,

House no one where he cannot see

A sun-held hill beyond the greenest street.
(But above all else
Take nothing from a native of that star
To make his world the less.)

Build landing strips

For visitors from outer space;

Make laws, if indeed you must,

That even the wiliest cannot twist,

But shape them to the human need.

Against inquisitors keep inviolable

The privacy of mind.

O man, before you inhabit another star,
Let fall the rain

Here, let it fall to stir

The sleeping sand.
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4. Before You Inhabit Another Star

For SATB Chorus and Piano

Bruce Trinkley

Joseph Grucci

from The Invented Will (1962)*
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