The Wren-Boys' Song

For TTBB Chorus and Piano
Irish Carol Arr. Bruce Trinkley
from The Minstrelsy of Ireland (1897)
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NOTES

1. wren-boys (Note from F.W. Horncastle's Music of Ireland, 1844): ''On the anniversary of St. Stephen's Day groups
of young villagers carry about a holly bush adorned with ribbons and with several wrens depending from it. This is
conveyed from house to house with much ceremony, the wren-boys chanting several verses. . . . Contributions are,
of course, levied and the evening spent in merriment."

2. Saint Stephen's Day, December 26, celebrating the first Christian martyr

3. furze, a spiny evergreen shrub, common throughout Europe
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