


Creative Communities grants 2026-27
Tameside Creative Communities Grant Fund

Tameside Council is offering grants of up to £1,500 to help artists, groups and creative organisations run exciting new projects across Tameside. These grants are supported by the UK Government through the Economic Development and Regeneration Flexible Grant (ED&RFG) programme and Greater Manchester Arts funding.

The Creative Communities grants will:
· Support the creation of an exciting and diverse programme of cultural activities across the borough of Tameside. 
· Focus on creativity and celebrate new ways of encouraging the public to engage with the arts through activities and events. 
· Encourage more people to explore Tameside’s town centres or green spaces 
· Ensure an even spread of creative activity across Tameside, spanning all kinds of modes of creating and engaging.


Your Project Must:
Project proposals submitted to this programme must fit with the overall themes of the Tameside Creative Communities grant criteria:

· Take place in Tameside
· Finish before 28 February 2027
· Be a high quality creatively led activity or event
· Encourage footfall and more people to visit the chosen area
· Be welcoming, inclusive and accessible to everyone
· Help bring communities together 
· Celebrate creativity and champion inclusive ways for residents and visitors to engage with the arts.

What can the momeny be used for?
The grant can help pay for things such as:
• Workshops
• Speakers
• Music, dance, or theatre performances
• Art exhibitions
• Community events
• Film or play projects
• Art trails
• Other reasonable costs needed to run your project 

Expenses for volunteer time or food and refreshments will not be accepted. 
Please bear in mind that an outdoor event will require an event notification license application to be submitted to TMBC Licensing, the cost of which is £32.

Who is the funding for?
Artists, performers, makers, creative groups, and organisations can apply for funding to deliver a new creative project in Tameside. 

We welcome applications from people who are new to funding as well as those who have applied for other funding previously. Please note we want the funding to be granted to a wide and diverse set of recipients, so we will limit the number of applications from any one individual or organisation.

What is the timeline for this funding?
· Applications for Tameside Creative Communities Grants will open the week commencing 20th July 2026 and close on at midnight on 16th August 2026.
· The panel will aim to decide on your application and contact you within 3 weeks of the applications closing.
· Your activity programme must be delivered in full by no later than February 28th, 2027.
· You will need to evaluate your project post-delivery using our evaluation form and share that evaluation with us within 4 weeks of your project completing or by 28th February 2027, whichever is first.  

How to apply:
· Read the guidance carefully.
· Give detailed answers to all the questions.  
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Email the completed form to events@tameside.gov.uk with the subject 'Tameside Creative Communities Grant application', by no later than midnight on 16th August 2026.

How we will make our decision:
We will evaluate the applications based on:
· Artistic quality: creativity, innovation, and alignment with the project aims
· Community engagement: how well you plan to involve the public in the activity or event and encourage footfall into the area
· Feasibility: a clear and realistic budget and timeline
· Experience: relevant experience or transferrable skills in your chosen project area.
· Location: are you based in Tameside, regularly work here, or have other significant connections to the borough
· Inclusivity and accessibility: ensuring the process and outcome are accessible



Flexible Local Authority Grants 2026-27:
Tameside Creative Communities Grant Fund
Application Form
Section One: You/Your Organisation
	Name of You/Organisation:
	

	Address of You/Organisation:	

	

	Contact Details:
	Main Contact	
	Second Contact

	Name:
	
	

	Position in group:
	
	

	Telephone Number:
	
	

	Mobile Number:
	
	

	Email address:
	
	

	Address (including postcode):

	
	



Section Two: Your project
	What is the name of your project?
	

	What is your idea? How do you plan on using the grant?
Your statement should include:  
· Relevant Experience: A brief artist bio or company overview, showcasing who you are and your experience. 
· Your idea: Outline your concept for the application project, describing your creative vision, and how you plan to engage the public in your creative event or activity.
· Timeline: A schedule for the project, identifying key phases and milestones. 
· Access Requirements: Let us know if you have specific access needs during the application or commissioning process.
[Maximum of 1000 words.]

	

























	Where and when will this activity take place?

	


	How many people do you expect will directly benefit from this project?
	



	Please provide a breakdown of how you will spend the grant

	Item
	Breakdown of cost
	Amount Requested

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total amount requested from the Ashton Creative Communities Grant Fund?
	£

	Total cost of project?
	£

	If relevant where is the rest of the money coming from?

	



Thank you for completing the application form!
If you have any questions about your application or the application process, please don’t hesitate to email events@tameside.gov.uk and we will do our best to help you. 

Any applications received after the specified closing date of midnight on 16th August 2026 will not be considered.

*Please note that by completing this application, you understand that if your application is successful you will be required to complete an evaluation at the end of your project.
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