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Rationale 

Emission factors for pollutants from motorized vehicles are increasingly used as tools in public 

administration, planning, scientific research, in approval procedures and in expert studies, e.g. 

in legal disputes. This leads to multiple requirements on emission factors: 

▪ they must be readily available, scientifically sound, and reproducible 

▪ they must be updated on a regular basis 

▪ the needs of users must be considered and incorporated. 

The fulfillment of these requirements necessitates basic research, namely on the emission be-

havior of new vehicles and propulsion technologies. This implies high costs. Therefore, the na-

tional environmental agencies of several countries (Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Sweden, 

Norway, France and the Joint Research Centre of the EU Commission) cooperate and coordi-

nate research and development projects and ensure mutual accessibility of results. HBEFA 

(Handbook of Emission Factors for Road Transport) is a product of this common effort. 

HBEFA has been developed by INFRAS AG, Berne/Switzerland, on behalf of the national en-

vironmental agencies of the countries named above. INFRAS has also been commissioned to 

distribute HBEFA and coordinate related activities. 

The license fee is not a profit-oriented price, but rather a nominal fee with the purpose of 

letting the beneficiaries of the data contribute to the costs of the maintenance and updates of 

the Handbook.  

The license fee is due for the full access to emission factor queries on the HBEFA server. 

The HBEFA desktop client itself (also referred to as “main front-end”) is free to download and 

use, and it enables emission factor queries at the same level of detail as the free “online ver-

sion” without any license.  

The license fees listed below refer to HBEFA version 5.1 (October 2025). Costs of minor 

version updates (e.g. a HBEFA Version 5.2, 5.3 etc.), error corrections or small additions are 

covered by these fees. Additional license fees are only due at the release of a new major ver-

sion with substantial updates or additions (e.g. HBEFA 6.1). The decision on the development 

and release of a new version (with new license fees) is in the competence of the representa-

tives of the environmental agencies of the countries involved. 

With the license fees listed below, the entire contents of HBEFA 5.x (including the data of 

all countries represented) are covered. 
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License fee for the simple right of use 

With the non-recurring payment of the license fee of 350 €  (update fee: 210 € for license hold-

ers of a previous HBEFA version; student fee of 70 € upon presentation of a proof of immatricu-

lation), the end user purchases the simple right of use for their own (internal) use. The publica-

tion of calculation results is permitted, but the resale or free distribution of the database appli-

cation, its contents or parts thereof are prohibited. A license entitles its owner to unlimited use 

of HBEFA through the main front-end (desktop client), or any other client explicitly approved 

by INFRAS, within the same company or institution at one location.  

The license for the simple right of use can be ordered via the HBEFA website: 

https://www.hbefa.net/en/order-form 

 

Free license for Swiss users 

Based on the Swiss Federal Law on the Use of Electronic Means for the Performance of Govern-

ment Tasks (EMBAG), which entered into force on January 1st, 2024, the Swiss Federal Office 

for the Environment (FOEN), i.e. the national authority responsible for the HBEFA in Switzer-

land, enables free use of HBEFA by Swiss residents. Swiss residents can register for a simple 

right of use license for HBEFA via the above-mentioned website 

(https://www.hbefa.net/en/order-form) by specifying their contact details and choosing “Swiss 

free license” from the “Purchase options” dropdown list. The contribution towards the mainte-

nance costs of HBEFA for these Swiss users is covered by the Swiss FOEN. 

 

License fee for commercial use 

For the commercial use of the “Handbook of Emission Factors for Road Transport”, a special 

license fee is due. It implies the right to reproduce the contents of the Handbook or parts 

thereof, integrate them in products of the licensee (such as software tools or cloud services), 

and distribute them to the licensee’s customers. One license fee is valid per product group. A 

“product group” means a suite of software products that are marketed and sold by the licensee 

as a single bundled offering under a common license fee. 

The data source must be clearly and visibly documented in the products and the respective 

manuals by citing the following text elements: “Handbook of Emission Factors for Road 

Transport (HBEFA), Version 5.x” or “HBEFA 5.x” (replace “x” by the appropriate minor version 

number). The licensee is allowed to use the HBEFA logo and trademark for marketing purposes. 

The license fee depends on the number of distributed copies of third-party products by 

product group: 

▪ The non-recurring license fee for the first 100 copies is 70 € per copy. 

▪ The non-recurring license fee for every additional copy is 35 € per copy. 

▪ The non-recurring maximum license fee per company and product group is 28,000 €. 

https://www.hbefa.net/en/order-form
https://www.hbefa.net/en/order-form
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▪ The non-recurring minimum license fee for commercial use is 3,500 €. 

▪ For commercial use where the number of distributed copies can not directly be estimated 

(webtools, webservices, websites, other online use, etc.) a flat rate within the range men-

tioned above (minimum 3’500 €, maximum 28,000 €) shall be agreed upon on a case-by-case 

basis with INFRAS AG. 

 

The license fee for commercial use is due in advance, with the amount based on a realistic esti-

mate of the number of distributed copies. After the issue of the license, the number of distrib-

uted copies must be documented and proven annually by January 10 of the subsequent year, 

and any potential supplementary payments are due by January 31st of the same year. The li-

cense is activated with the notification about the estimated number of copies to INFRAS and 

the receipt of the respective fee. The license expires if the annual proof of distributed copies is 

omitted. 

The commercial use of the “Handbook of Emission Factors for Road Transport” requires a 

written agreement between the coordination office commissioned by the environmental agen-

cies of the countries involved (i.e. INFRAS AG) and the licensee (see the last page of this docu-

ment). 

 

Accessing the HBEFA API with third-party clients 

The HBEFA server provides an API (Application Programming Interface) that can also be ac-

cessed by third-party scripts or clients. We request interested users to contact INFRAS directly 

for this option, and we reserve the right to charge for additional resources or support efforts 

necessary due to the use of third-party clients.   
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Agreement regarding the license for commercial use of “HBEFA 5.1” (October 2025) 

 

By signing this agreement, the company/institution specified below (licensee) accepts the con-

ditions listed above. 

 

 

Product group: 

 

 

Flat rate sum (if applicable):  

 

 

Licensee:      INFRAS 

       Sennweg 2 

…………………………………………………    3012 Bern 

…………………………………………………    Switzerland 

………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………… 

(Company/institution + address) 

 

 

 

For the licensee:     For INFRAS: 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………    ………………………………………………… 

(Name in block letters + signature)   (Name in block letters + signature) 

 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………    Berne, ..…………………………………… 

(Place, date) 


