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about the Gospels

St. Paul’s, as a part of 
the larger Episcopal 
Church, follows a three-year Sunday lectionary. 
This means that all of the scripture you hear in our 
Sunday worship – the Old Testament reading, the 
Psalm, the Epistle (or New Testament reading that is 
not from the Gospels), and the Holy Gospel – have 
all been assigned ahead of time as a part of the 
Revised Common Lectionary. This lectionary is used 
by many different denominations, including the 
United Methodists, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of America, and the Moravian Church of America.

This year – the year that began with Advent Sunday 
in December of 2025 – is called “Year A” in the cycle. 
It is, as you may have noticed, the year of Matthew, 
meaning that Matthew is the predominant Gospel 
heard on Sunday mornings. A very notable exception 
to this pattern is the assignment of certain passages 
from the Gospel of John for the season of Lent. 
These Gospel passages are…well…long. It’s quite 
unusual to have any reading that spans 35, 40, 45 
verses, but the Gospels assigned to the third, fourth, 
and fifth Sundays of Lent are almost exactly that 
length. 

So…what’s going on here? Did the creators of the 
lectionary just think that we needed to hear more 
Bible during the season of Lent? Well, although I 
might argue more Bible is almost always a good 
thing, that isn’t really what’s going on here. The 
passages that we hear in these three “long” Sundays 
are foundational texts in the Gospel of John. They 
are stories that reveal in uniquely powerful ways 
who Jesus is: the living water, the Son of Man, 
the Messiah over whom death has no dominion. 
More than just miracle stories, these Gospels are 
conversations – they show us the process by which 
average humans (a woman at a well, a blind man 
and his parents, a set of grieving sisters) come to 
know Jesus. The lectionary merely wants us to hear 
all of the conversation – so that we, too, can come to 
know Jesus.
	  
			   The Rev. Erika L. Takacs
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VOLUNTARY | Prelude and Fugue in G					                Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
 

A Penitential Order	  	    	  					                
 

All stand. 
HYMN 429										                               	       Old 113th

	

Celebrant		  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins; 							     
People		  His mercy endureth for ever. 
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All kneel. The responses are sung by all.									             
THE DECALOGUE 									              		     BCP p. 317  
											                Healey Willan (1880-1968)	
		      			    
 

 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN						      				      	

The Deacon then says	  
Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People

Almighty and most merciful father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Celebrant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of 
life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.
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KYRIE ELEISON | S 91								              		            Willan
 

The Word of God  
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you. 
People		  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which giveth life to the 
world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
 
All are seated.
THE FIRST LESSON | 1 Samuel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill 
your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among 
his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with 
you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall 
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, 
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord 
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said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the 
Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse 
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your 
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel 
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Reader		  The Word of the Lord. 
People		  Thanks be to God. 

Sung by the choir. 
PSALM 23 | Dominus regit me                         		                                                  Chant: Hylton Stewart (1884-1932) 

1 	The Lord is my shepherd; * 
		  I shall not be in want. 
2 	He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
		  and leads me beside still waters. 
3 	He revives my soul * 
		  and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
4 	Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
	 I shall fear no evil; * 
		  for you are with me; 
		  your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 	You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
		  you have anointed my head with oil, 
		  and my cup is running over. 
6 	Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
		  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

  
THE SECOND LESSON | Ephesians 5:8-14

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is 
found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.”
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Reader		  The Word of the Lord. 
People		  Thanks be to God. 

All stand.  
TRACT and VERSE 
 
The tract is first sung by the cantor, then by all.

Verse: 	 I am the living bread which came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever.  
		        All repeat tract.

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL | John 9:1-41 
 
Deacon		  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People 		  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so 
that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash 
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and 
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were 
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept 
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 
“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 
he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they 
were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, 
“He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man 
who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is 
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents 
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said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be 
the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know 
that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I 
was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, 
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become 
his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God 
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He 
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the 
one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world 
for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees 
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

Deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.				                                 

 
THE SERMON									               The Rev. Erika L. Takacs

 
All stand. 
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures: he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
The People stand or kneel. 
 
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; 
for our Bishops Sam and Jennifer; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church.

Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed. 
Pray for those who have died.

Silence

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.   
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

THE PEACE
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People	 And with thy spirit. 
 
All greet one another in the name of the Lord.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
Thank you for supporting St. Paul’s and giving generously so that our ministries and programs can continue to share the Gospel. 
You can easily make a contribution by visiting this link:  https://www.stpaulsws.org/ or scanning the QR code located in the at St.Paul’s 
newsletter.
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The Holy Communion			          

ANTHEM 	     				             					               arr. Anthony Furnivall 
 
Amazing grace! 
How sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, 
But now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 
  
‘Twas grace that taught 
My heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious 
Did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 
Through many dangers, 
Toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
‘Tis grace hath brought 
Me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
The earth shall soon 
Dissolve like snow, 
The sun forbear to shine; 
But God, Who called me 
Here below, 
Will be forever mine. 
 
When we’ve been there 
Ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days 
To sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun.	
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All stand and sing
AT THE PRESENTATION								                                       Gardiner

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING | Eucharistic Prayer I  

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

The Celebrant adds a proper preface and continues
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS | S 114	 Willan
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The People stand or kneel, then the Celebrant continues 
 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only 
Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself 
once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of 
this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do 
this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his 
blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most 
hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless 
and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them 
according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most 
humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, 
we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living 
sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, 
may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to 
accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord;
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By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 	 				              

THE BREAKING OF THE  BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the conscecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
AGNUS DEI | S 158							        	         			           Willan
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Facing the People, the Celebrant says the following invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE   
All baptized Christians of any denomination are welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church. Please come 
forward at the guidance of the usher, or let an usher know if you need communion brought to your seat. Receive the bread 
(a wafer) with open and outstretched palms. Receive the wine either by drinking from the cup (guiding it to your lips) or by 
touching the wafer lightly to the wine. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead, please let us know by crossing your hands 
across your chest. Receiving only the bread or the wine is considered full participation in the Eucharist, and gluten-free 
wafers are available upon request. If you would like to receive prayers for healing during communion, a member of the 
healing prayer ministry will be stationed at the Side Altar. 

ANTHEM | I am the Good Shepherd  						                   Thomas Matthews (1915-1999)
 
I am the Good Shepherd; I know my own sheep and my sheep know me as the Father knows me; and I know the 
Father and I lay down my life for my sheep.  But there are other sheep of min, not belonging to this fold, which I must 
bring in; and the too will listen to my voice.  They will be one flock, one Shepherd. I am the Good Shepherd.     
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HYMN 339 				    						                               Schmücke dich 
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THE SENDING OUT OF LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 
The Minister and the People say the following 
In the name of this congregation, we send you out bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share 
with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. We, who are many, are one body because we all share one 
bread, one cup.   

All kneel. 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 

	 Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 	
	 mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior 		
	 Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 		
	 very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 		
	 people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, 	
	 O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and 	
		 do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 	
	 whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

THE SOLEMN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 
 
All stand.  
THE DISMISSAL	 	     	                       		         						    
People	 Thanks be to God. 
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Sung by all. 
HYMN 493				   						                               		           Azmon

VOLUNTARY | Processional in D							       David N. Johnson (1922-1987) 
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