The Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost

September 20, 2026, at 11:15 AM

stPauls

Holy Eucharist



WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S. Wherever you are on your journey, we are grateful you are here today. If you are new,
you can connect further by filling out a welcome card and leaving it in the offering basket or by visiting
www.stpaulsws.org/hello and introducing yourself.

Childcare for infants through 4 vears is in Room 233 (past the second floor office area).

VOLUNTARY | Prelude on Malabar Leo Sowerby (1895-1968)
The Word of God

All stand and sing

HYMN 375 Du Lebenshrot

Unison or harmony
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1 Give praiseand glo - ry wun-to God, the Fa-ther of all bless - ing;
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3 What God hathwrought to  show his power he  ev - er-more sus - tain - eth;
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com - fort all my an - guish stills. To God be praise and glo - 7ry.

do - eth all things well and right. To God be praise and glo - 1y

right-eous-ness and jus - tice reign. To God be praise and glo - ry.
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments

hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Sung by all.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS | S 202 Healey Willan (1880-1968)
: Cantor All
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among
things that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

All are seated.
THE FIRST LESSON | Jonah 3:10-4:11

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.



But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I
said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious
God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord,
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?”
Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the
shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that
attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then

the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into
being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many
animals?”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sung by the choir.
PSALM 145:1-8 Chant: Bruce Neswick (b.1956)

I will exalt you, O God my King, *

—

and bless your Name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless you *
and praise your Name for ever and ever.

3 Greatis the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
there is no end to his greatness.

4 One generation shall praise your works to another *
and shall declare your power.

5 Iwill ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
and all your marvelous works.

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *
and I will tell of your greatness.

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *
they shall sing of your righteous deeds.

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.



THE SECOND LESSON | Philippians 1:21-30

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know
which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to
remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come
to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and
hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of
the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well— since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
All stand and sing
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O speak, and make me lis - ten, thou guard-ian of my soul
O give me grace to fol - low, my Mas-ter and my friend.
THE HOLY GOSPEL | Matthew 20:1-16
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his



vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard,
and I'will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the
same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with
the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily
wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily
wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; 1
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are
you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Erika L. Takacs

All stand.
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | Form V

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy”.

The People stand or kneel.

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at the day of your
coming, we pray to you, O Lord.

Here and after every petition the People respond

Lord, have mercy.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Sam and Jennifer, our own Bishops, for all bishops and other ministers, and for all
the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the
Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you,
O Lord.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray
to you, O Lord.

For those in positions of public trust, especially Donald, our President, Josh, our Governor, Allen, our Mayor, and those
in Congress, local legislatures, and the courts, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every
person, we pray to you, O Lord.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they
may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.



For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we
pray to you, O Lord.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from
anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the
saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Paul, and all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.

To you, O Lord our God.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Deacon Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

All kneel.

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by what

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy

Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to
the glory of thy Name. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those
who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All stand.
THE PEACE

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you for supporting St. Paul’s and giving generously so that our ministries and programs can continue to share the
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Gospel. You can easily make a contribution by visiting this link: hitps://www.sthaulsws.org/ or scanning the QR code.




10

The Holy Commmunni o 5 —

ANTHEM Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987)
The tree of life my soul hath seen, I'm weary with my former toil -

Laden with fruit and always green; Here I will sit and rest awhile,

The trees of nature fruitless be, Under the shadow I will be,

Compared with Christ the apple tree. Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

His beauty doth all things excel, This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,

By faith I know but ne’er can tell It keeps my dying faith alive;

The glory which I now can see, Which makes my soul in haste to be

In Jesus Christ the apple tree. With Jesus Christ the apple tree.

For happiness I long have sought,
And pleasure dearly I have bought;
I missed of all but now I see

"Tis found in Christ the apple tree.

All stand and sing.
HYMN 424 East Acklam
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING | Eucharistic Prayer I

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And with thy spirit.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People Itis meet and right so to do.



Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface and continues
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name;
evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sung by all.
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS | S 114 Willan
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The People kneel or stand as the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in
his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming

again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for
this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now
offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and
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precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innu-
merable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and
sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them accord-
ing to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of
his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most
humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we,
and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living
sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly bene-
diction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept
this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world
without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the conscecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.



Sung by all.
THE FRACTION ANTHEM | S 158 Willan
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world, grant us thy peace.

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold
and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Facing the People, the Celebrant says the following invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE
All baptized Christians of any denomination are welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church. Please come forward
at the guidance of the usher, or let an usher know if you need commumnion brought to your seat. Receive the bread (a wafer)
with open and outstrelched palms. Receive the wine either by drinking from the cup (guiding il to your lips) or by touching the
13
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wafer lightly to the wine. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead, please let us know by crossing your hands across your chest.
Receiving only the bread or the wine is considered full participation in the Eucharist, and gluten-free wafers are available
upon request. If you would like to receive prayers for healing during communion, a member of the healing prayer ministry will
be stationed at the Side Altar.

ANTHEM Trad., arr. C. Haywood (b. 1949)

Steal away to Jesus. Steal away home, I ain’t got long to stay here.

My Lord he calls me by the thunder. The trumpet sounds within-a my soul. I ain’t got long to stay here.
Green trees are bending, poor sinner stands a-trembling. The trumpet sounds....

Tombstones are bursting, poor sinner stands a-trembling. The trumpet sounds....

My lord he calls me by the lightning. The trumpet sounds.... Steal away....

Sung by all.
HYMN 312 Malabar
n | |
e e e
\')\J [ ] é ’l 1 b e i i 1 I I St
1 Strength-en  for ser - vice, Lord, the hands that ho - ly
2 Lord, may the tongues which “Ho - ly” sang, keep free from
3 The feet that tread  thy hal - lowed courts from light do
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things have tak - en; let ears that now have

all de - ceiv - ing; the eyes  which saw thy

thou not ban -  ish; the bo - dies by thy
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heard thy  songs to clam - or nev - er wak - en.

love be  bright, thy bless - ed hope per - ceiv - ing.

Bo - dy fed with thy new life re - ple - nish.

THE SENDING OUT OF LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

The Minister and the People say the following

In the name of this congregation, we send you out bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with
us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. We, who are many, are one body because we all share one bread, one
cup.



All kneel.
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Celebrant Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of
thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the

Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Celebrant blesses the People, then all stand for

THE DISMISSAL
People Thanks be to God.
Sung by all.
HYMN 551 Festal Song
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1 Rise up, vye saints of God! Have done with less - er  things, give
2 Rise up, vye saints of God! His king - dom tar -ries long: Lord,
3 Lift high the cross of  Christ! Tread where his feet have trod; and
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heart and soul and mind and strength to
bring the day of truth and love and
quick-ened by the  Spi-rit’s power, rise
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serve the King of  kings.
end the night of wrong.
up, ye saints of  God!
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VOLUNTARY | Prelude in Bb
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Att.]. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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By entering the St. Paul's premises, you consent to photography, audio recording, video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition,
or reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional purposes, inclusion on websites, and/or any other purpose by St. Paul's Episcopal
Church, Winston-Salem (St. Paul's). You release St. Paul’s, its staff, and each and all persons involved from any liability connected with the
taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings.

Thank you for helping us extend the worship
of St. Paul’s to those joining us from home.
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About Praying for
National Leaders

When it comes to including names in the prayers, there are times
when the Book of Common Prayer is very specific. For example,
in the form of the Prayers of the People we are using at all of our
Rite II services this fall, there is a petition that reads, “For N. our
Presiding Bishop, for N. (N.) our own Bishop(s)....” Here we are
clearly supposed to pray for our Presiding Bishop by name as well
for one or more of the bishops in our diocese.

Look just a few petitions down in those prayers, however, and
you’ll see an example of how the BCP can be far less specific:

“For those in positions of public trust [especially _____ 1,
that they may serve justice....” How are we supposed to fill in that
blank? Which leaders in positions of public trust should be named
here, and how do we make that determination?

In cases like these, we at St. Paul’s often look to other places in
the prayer book to see how this same question might be answered
in other liturgies. In other words, we look to see if the BCP has a
pattern established in one place that we can follow in another.
Here we would likely start by looking at other forms of the prayers
of the people; however, we would quickly find that these other
forms also do not have any petitions that help to qualify who
should be named in a prayer like this.

Where this does happen, though, is in the Solemn Collects on
Good Friday. On page 278, the BCP asks those gathered to pray
for the President of the United States by name, as well as for the
Congress and the Supreme Court. This is a good precedent for us
to follow, then, in deciding how to fill in that blank; the prayer
book assumes that we will pray for members of all three branches
of our government.

With this in mind, we will be making a slight change to the

way we pray for those who, as the prayers of the people in

Rite | phrase it, “bear the authority of government in this and
every land.” Traditionally, we have prayed for the President, the
Governor, and the Mayor by name; we will continue to do this,
and we will also add a prayer for Congress and other legislatures,
and for the Courts.

We are making this change not only to try to be consistent with
the pattern of the prayer book but also to offer a more capacious
prayer for our national leaders. In a time of division and unease

in our political discourse (and in an election year), it feels
particularly important to remember that those in all branches of
our government deserve our heartfelt prayers—again, in the words
of the Rite [ prayers, “that they may be led to wise decisions and
right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.”

-The Rev. Erika L. Takacs
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ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the high altar are given lo the glory of God
and in memory of

Henry Conrad Roemer, Sr.
Mildred Clifton Hayward Roemer
Martha Lane Hebson Roemer
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