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At Lightcliffe, we believe reading is a powerful gateway to imagination, discovery, and lifelong learning. Through fiction, pupils explore new worlds and 
perspectives, while non-fiction deepens their understanding of the world around them. Reading is not only a source of pleasure—it’s a vital skill that supports 
success in secondary education and beyond. 

We are committed to fostering a love of reading across our school community. Our curriculum is designed to embed reading for both enjoyment and learning, 
supported by our well-stocked library and inviting Book Base. These spaces provide rich opportunities for children to develop strong reading foundations and 
grow into confident, curious readers. 

 

Phonics 

At the start of a child’s reading journey is our high-quality teaching of systematic synthetic phonics. Lightcliffe C of E uses the Little Wandle Phonics scheme. 
This focuses on the process of decoding whole words with the unit of sounds (or, phonemes) means that our children are taught to read accurately, fluently 
and with excellent comprehension. It also provides opportunity for children to form each letter, spell correctly and compose their ideas step-by-step. We 
regularly assess and monitor our children’s progress for quality assurance so that they are working within a phonics group that is appropriate for their reading 
level. When a child is in Year 1 (during the month of June), the Department for Education states that children must undertake the 'Phonics Screening' 
assessment. If they do not meet the requirements of the assessment, they have an opportunity to retake it the following year. All information is submitted to 
the Department for Education and you will also receive the relevant information from school.  In Year 2, we continue to support pupils’ reading with Little 
Wandle fluency to develop children’s ability to read books more fluently using the full range of phonics they have learned. 

 

Reading  

A real love is learning is our commitment for every child at Lightcliffe. As soon as your child joins our school, we will actively foster a love reading by 
encouraging them to read regularly and widely.  Through through our Forensic Reading approach, pupils develop the appropriate skills and attitudes towards 
reading that will ensure they can tackle ambitious texts. A Forensic Reading lesson is comprised of four key elements: 

• developing fluency; 

• expanding children’s lexicon with sophisticated vocabulary; 

• honing comprehension skills to fully demonstrate their understating of different reading material;  

• explicit teaching of assessment rubric. 

In addition to this, we have developed an extensive selection of books comprised of age-appropriate, diverse and challenging texts which aim to build upon 
your child’s cultural capital and enjoyment of reading.  

 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Phonics – Little Wandle Overview 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 
 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


