
 

Lightcliffe C of E Primary School  
Early Years Foundation Stage  
 

 
Reception Writing Curriculum  
 
 



 

Intent  
At Lightcliffe, we believe that every child is a writer. Our intent is to equip all children with the foundational skills the y need to 
communicate their ideas with confidence, clarity and creativity.  
By the end of Reception, children will:  

• Develop strong oracy skills , enabling them to speak in full sentences, use growing vocabulary and express ideas 

clearly.  

• Build fine -motor control , including the strength, dexterity and pencil grip needed for fluent writing.  

• Hear, segment and blend sounds , applying phonics independently to spell words.  

• Recognise and use graphemes  to represent sounds in words accurately.  

• Write for meaning , drawing on stories, experiences and curriculum themes.  

• Compose simple sentences , re -reading them to check they make sense.  

We intentionally teach communication, mark -making and writing as separate developmental strands so children secure each 
building block before combining them for independent sentence writing.  
 
Our Approach  
Our Reception writing curriculum is built on three mutually supportive strands:  
I am a communicator , I am a mark -maker , and I am a writer . 
 

1. Communication and Language First  
Talk underpins writing. Children experience:  

• High -quality back -and -forth conversations  

• Vocabulary -rich storytelling, drama and role -play  

• Oral rehearsal of ideas before writing  

• Opportunities to explain, describe and retell  



 

This ensures children develop the language structures needed for early composition.  

 
2. Physical Development and Mark -Making  
Writing begins with physical readiness. Children:  

• Build strength, stability and coordination  

• Use a wide range of fine -motor and gross -motor activities  

• Learn correct pencil grip and posture  

• Practise mark -making that progresses naturally into letter formation  

These skills support fluency, stamina and control.  

 
3. Systematic Application of Phonics  
As graphemes are taught, children apply them immediately in writing:  

• Segmenting words  

• Spelling using taught GPCs  

• Re -reading writing to check accuracy and meaning  

 
4. Book -Based Learning  
Texts are carefully selected to:  

• Enrich vocabulary  

• Provide strong language patterns  

• Inspire writing outcomes  

• Support curriculum themes  

 



 

5. Purposeful Writing Opportunities  
Children write:  

• Labels  

• Captions  

• Lists  

• Simple sentences  

• Story retellings  

• Fact -based writing  

Outcomes link to stories, experiences and wider curriculum learning.  

 
6. Responsive Teaching and Assessment  
Teachers observe children’s talk, mark -making and writing daily, identifying next steps and providing targeted support to 
ensure all children keep up.  
 

The Three Strands of Early Writing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Development Matters  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texts  
 

How We Select Our Core Texts in Reception  
The books chosen for each half -term are carefully selected to enrich children’s learning and provide meaningful opportunities 
for talk, reading and writing. Each text has been chosen for one or more of the following reasons:  
 

1. To deepen understanding of curriculum themes  
Our texts link closely to the Understanding the World  curriculum so that children encounter rich vocabulary and ideas within 
meaningful contexts. These books help children build knowledge, make connections between subjects and apply new 
language in their play and writing.  



 

For example, The Search for the Giant Arctic Jellyfish  was selected to support learning about the Arctic and gave children a 
powerful stimulus for discussion, role -play and writing.  
 

2. To foster a love of reading  
We provide children with a balanced and engaging reading diet that includes:  

• Classic stories  

• Patterned and repetitive texts  

• Funny read -alouds  

• High -quality contemporary picture books  

• Informative non -fiction  

Many of these books include repeated refrains and strong storytelling patterns, making them ideal for joining in, retelling a nd 
developing narrative structure. Others offer rich emotional content, encouraging children to wonder, discuss characters and 
expl ore themes in greater depth. Several texts naturally lend themselves to creating new versions or imagining further 
adventures with familiar characters.  
 

3. To strengthen the link between phonics and writing  
Texts are deliberately selected to match recently taught phonemes and graphemes so children can apply their phonic 
knowledge immediately and with confidence.  
For instance, Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear?  was used in the week following the introduction of the “ear” 
grapheme, enabling children to read, spot and use the sound within a meaningful context.  
  



 

 
 
 


