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In the  light  of God,  we  care,  we  

share,  we  laugh,  we  learn .
www.st -chadsprimary.co.uk

Dear Parents/Carers,

I think it’s fair to say it’s been a bumper couple of 
weeks with so much going on as you can probably tell 
from the photographs! We have had nativities, carol 
concerts, Santas grotto and as you can see some end 
of unit science activities including making soup and 
windmills. It’s no wonder we are all exhausted. 

Wednesday saw Christmas dinner day which was a 
huge success; thank you for our caterers for being 
able to accommodate the last -minute requests for a 
Christmas dinner.  Children were very excited when 
they noticed a special guest who helped serve the 
dinner ☺.

Thanks also to FOSC for organising our Winter 
Warmer last Friday and for supporting in school today 
in the grotto when we were surprised by another 
special guest. I wonder if you know who that might 
have been?

19th  December 2025

Congratulations to those children who received this terms Peace 
Awards

Suki,  Lulu,  Zak,  Sophia, Mary, Rosie and Isaac

This year during advent, we have being  developing our links with local communities and 
charities and it has been heart -warming to see how our children respond to these 
opportunities. We have taken children to St.Chad’s  Lunch Club, the Manor Care Home and 
Alexandra Court Care Home to sing and share festive cheer. As you know our children took 
part in an Elf Run to support Simon on the Streets. They have also made cards and gifts for 
Home Instead a fabulous  company  that works within our community to provide care and 
companionship to seniors who are lonely, especially at this time of year. Children showed 
such care and thought in their messages to the recipients of the cards and gifts.  

As the term comes to an end, on behalf of all the staff we wanted to say a huge thank you 
for your continued support. Wishing you all a wonderful and safe Christmas. See you all 
next year!
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Cancellation of St. 
Chad’s Church Service

My sincere apologies for 
having to cancel the 
service.  This has not 
happened before in my 
time at St.Chad’s  either 

since I returned in January 2023 or when I worked here 
before.  I am sure the most frustrating aspect was the ‘last 
minute’ cancellation. We thought we had been lucky as the 
weather had been kind to us all morning, and the heavy rain 
started as we were getting ready to leave.  We had to 
consider the risk of children and adults falling on the journey 
as we go through a ‘wooded’ area to get to Church amongst 
a number of  other factors. 

We will of course reflect on the cancellation (and the timing 
of this), and what steps we can take next year to be more 
prepared for a ‘plan B’ option. Hopefully, we will not need a 
Church Service Option 1 and Church Service Option 2 reserve 
date as we use for sports day!

I have written to all the children who had practised hard and 
were looking forward to reading in Church. 

Thank you for your understanding.
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The school choir have been very busy spreading Christmas cheer. 
We have visited St Chad's lunch club, singing before their 
Christmas lunch. We also travelled to Horsforth Manor care home 
to sing for the residents there and our children then took their time 
to speak to the residents and wish them a Merry Christmas.
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https://www.justgiving.com/page/stchadscofep
rimaryschool-

simononthestreets?utm_medium=FR&utm_sou
rce=CL

On Tuesday 16th December, everyone across school 
took part in the 'Elf Run'. With their iconic red and green 
hats adorned, children (and staff!) jogged, walked and 

ran laps of the playground in aid of Simon on the Streets. 
If you would like to donate or find out more about this 
charity, please follow the link at the foot of this page.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/stchadscofeprimaryschool-simononthestreets?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/stchadscofeprimaryschool-simononthestreets?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/stchadscofeprimaryschool-simononthestreets?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/stchadscofeprimaryschool-simononthestreets?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/stchadscofeprimaryschool-simononthestreets?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Our Reception children were inspired by the ‘Elf Run’, so we decided 
to keep our hats on for a little bit longer! The children enjoyed a 
“hilarious”  Christmas story, according to some of the Reception 

boys, in the forest . They also took part in some fun ‘ elfersize ’ after 
the run, exploring lunging, stretching and star jumps.
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Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 visited Alexandra 

Court this week to spread Christmas joy and 

cheer. We sang lots of carols and Christmas songs 

for the residents and gifted them cards to show 

them how much we care.

Thank you to all the parent volunteers who 

supported during this trip – we appreciate you! 

"We went to sing Christmas carols at the care 

home because it’s a kind and thoughtful way to 

share joy. Some of the people who live there might 

not have many visitors and hearing us sing might 

make their day feel special. Our songs can help 

them feel included in the holiday spirit and it 

reminds them that people care about them. By 

singing for the residents, we are spreading God’s 

love and light,. Our songs can remind them of 

hope, kindness, and the true meaning of 

Christmas."
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In Years 1 and 5 this week, we collaborated on the Year 1 Design and 
Technology unit of work, "Windmills".

The fabulous Year 5s were super kind and helped the Year 1s to 
assemble their windmills into working models. The children were a 
delight to spend time with, watching lovely compromising, sharing 
and turn taking skills. Well done to all the children! Mrs Nicholls and 
Mrs Rhodes were so impressed that the children worked so well – 

you made us proud to teach at St Chad's!
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To conclude Reception’s exploration of their senses, the 
children worked together to design, prepare, make, and taste 
their very own vegetable soup! The children washed, peeled, 
and chopped all of  the vegetables; they did amazingly. After 

tasting it themselves, we decided to share it with other 
members of staff around the school and even our families.
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Thank you to families who signed up for our after -
school clubs.

We are pleased to confirm that a number of  clubs will 
be running next half term. Unfortunately, a small 
number of clubs did not receive enough sign -ups to 
run and will not be going ahead next half term. These 
clubs may be reviewed again in future terms.

For external clubs , facilitators will contact families 
directly to confirm arrangements. For internal clubs , 
the school office will be in touch shortly with further 
details.

If you have any questions, please contact the school 
office or a member of SLT. Thank you for your 
support!
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As we approach the holidays, we 
want to remind parents about the 
importance of monitoring 
children’s online activity. Apps 
like JustTalk may seem harmless, 
but they can expose young users 
to risks such as contact with 
strangers, inappropriate content, 
and sharing personal information. 

Please check your child’s app 
usage regularly, ensure privacy 
settings are enabled, and talk to 
them about staying safe online. 
For more guidance, visit How safe 
is the JusTalk  App? - Safer Schools 
NI.  At school, we will continue to 
educate and talk to children about 
staying safe online.

Online Safety Alert: 
Risks of JustTalk  App

Supporting Maths  Reasoning at Home
To help children build strong problem -solving and reasoning skills, 
we’ve gathered a selection of free, high -quality online maths  
resources that you can use at home. These sites offer games, 
challenges, and reasoning activities suitable for all primary ages. 
This is not instead of homework but in case parents would like 
extra maths  activites . We hope you find them helpful for practising  
key skills in a fun and engaging way!

Home | NRICH

Fun maths games and activities - Oxford Owl for Home

Maths Games for KS2: designed by a teacher for teachers - Mathsframe

https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/what-is-the-justalk-app/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/what-is-the-justalk-app/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/what-is-the-justalk-app/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/what-is-the-justalk-app/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/what-is-the-justalk-app/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/what-is-the-justalk-app/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/what-is-the-justalk-app/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://nrich.maths.org/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/fun-maths-games-and-activities/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mathsframe.co.uk/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mathsframe.co.uk/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mathsframe.co.uk/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mathsframe.co.uk/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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St Chad’s Parish Centre
St Chad's Parish Centre are having a fundraising pantomime on 

Saturday 3rd January 2026.  There are two performances at 1pm and 
5pm and ticket prices are £12 adults and £9 children - a bargain and a 

great family activity to do before heading back to school after the 
Christmas break
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SCHOOL MEALS

O rders must be placed 

on 

www.parentpay.com  

by 3.30pm on a Friday 

for the following 

week. If meals are not 

ordered a packed 

lunch must be 

provided. Thank you 

for all your support 

with this – it really 

makes a difference.

PE KIT REMINDERS
Unfortunately, children are still not adhering to the PE kit 
uniform. We continue to see an array of coloured tops, shorts 
and many branded t -shirts and sweatshirts. The uniform is as 
follows:
• Black PE shorts/jogging bottoms
• Plain round necked t -shirt in team colours
• Plain sweatshirt in team colour, bottle green or black (no 

branded items).

LOST PROPERTY

Any named lost property found has been 
returned to classes. I hope that you were re -
united with some uniform which was out on 
display during the recent parent 
consultations.
 
Lost property will continue to be stored in the 
boxes outside of school. 

We have some stocks of spare uniform so 
please do let school know if you need any 
uniform and will from time to time put this on 
display and please take what you need.

We are still seeing colourful 
and branded sweatshirts. 
Please support with this.

http://www.parentpay.com/
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