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Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.

2 Corinthians 12:8-10 NIV

“I discovered an astonishing truth: God is attracted to weakness. He can’t resist
those who humbly and honestly admit how desperately they need him. Our

weakness, in fact, makes room for his power.”
Jim Cymbal




l. The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit - The Promise Fulfilled

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be
my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8 NLT

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 2:1-4 NIV

1.Follow The Word of God
2.Follow the Instructions of Jesus

3.Follow The Example of Those in the New Testament Church

e Power for Proclaiming the Truth of the Jesus

Il. Power in Persecution- Boldness in the Face of Opposition



Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the
people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a
man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, then know this, you
and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before
you healed. Jesus is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the
cornerstone.’ Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”

Acts 4:8-12 NIV

e Peter’s Boldness When Facing Persecution

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these
men had been with Jesus.

Acts 4:13 NIV

e The Church’s Prayers for More Power and Boldness

“And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in
preaching your word. Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous
signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”

After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness.

Acts 4:29-31 NLT

lIl. Power in Personal Weakness - Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh and
God’s Grace



“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 NIV

“If the times are indeed as bad as we say they are ... if the darkness in our world is
growing heavier by the moment ... if we are facing spiritual battles right in our
own homes and churches ... then we are foolish not to turn to the One who

supplies unlimited grace and power. He is our only source. We are crazy to ignore

”

Him.
Jim Cymbala

IV. The Holy Spirit is Still Active and Available Today

“The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all
whom the Lord our God will call.”
Acts 2:39 NIV

And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When | came to you, I did not come
with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about
God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. My
message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on human
wisdom, but on God’s power.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 NIV



“The Absent Element is what is expressed in the final sentence of the prayer
recorded in Acts 4: “Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs
and wonders” (v. 30). What gains unbelievers’ attention and stirs the heart is
seeing the gospel expressed in power. It takes more than academic rigor to win
the world for Christ. Correct doctrine alone isn’t enough. Proclamation and

teaching aren’t enough. God must be invited to “confirm the word with signs
following” (see Heb. 2:4). In other words, the gospel must be preached with the
involvement of the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven.”

Jim Cymbala

Lord, consider our challenges and fill us afresh with Your Holy
Spirit. Enable us to speak and to live boldly for You, not in our own
strength, but in Your power. Let Your power be made perfect in our
weakness.
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