Cornerstone

CHURCH

Love Like Jesus

Even When It Hurts

Pastor Shane Pucher
February 22, 2026

The Desert

- Children of Israel

- Hosea

“Therefore | am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the wilderness and
speak tenderly to her. There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the
Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will respond as in the days of her
youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.”

Hosea 2:14-15 NIV

- Jesus in the Desert
Physical Pain

- The Garden



He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not
open his mouth.

Isaiah §3:7 NIV

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.
Isaiah 53:5 NIV

Emotional Pain

- Lazarus

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid him?”
he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See
how he loved him!”

John 11:33-36 NIV

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a
large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the
elders of the people. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one
I kiss is the man; arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings,
Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”

Matthew 26:47-50 NIV

Spiritual Pain

“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being
in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood
falling to the ground.

Luke 22:42-44 NIV



About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice... “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?”
Matthew 27:46 NIV

For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:2 NIV

Cornerstone

CHURCH



