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An Authentic Community is God’s New Family 

Building an Authentic Community, Lifting up Jesus 
Growing in Him, Touching our World

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ.
Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy
and without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own
family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to
do, and it gave him great pleasure. So we praise God for the glorious grace he has
poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. He is so rich in kindness and grace
that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. He
has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding. 
Ephesians 1:3-8 NLT

In This Authentic Community, Jesus Tears Down the Walls That Divide 



Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called
“uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision,
even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. In those days you
were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the
people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to
them. You lived in this world without God and without hope. But now you have
been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you
have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. For Christ himself
has brought peace to us.  
He united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross,
he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. 
Ephesians 2:11-14 NLT 

God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display His wisdom in its rich
variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
Ephesians 3:10 NLT

In This Authentic Community, Diversity of the Church Displays the
Wisdom of God 

“When you come to Jesus, you are no longer the most important person in your
world; He is!” 

Billy Graham

So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens
along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family.  
Ephesians 2:19 NLT



Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your
calling, for you have been called by God. Always be humble and gentle. Be patient
with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love.
Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves
together with peace. For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been
called to one glorious hope for the future. 
Ephesians 4:1-4 NLT

In an Authentic Community, Everyone Has a Place and a Purpose 

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s
people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will
continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son
that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete
standard of Christ. Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be
tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced
when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. Instead,
we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ,
who is the head of his body, the church. He makes the whole body fit together
perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so
that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 
Ephesians 4:11-16 NLT 

An Authentic Community is Filled with Worship and Celebration That
Comes from Being Filled with the Spirit of God

An Authentic Community of Believers are Called to Walk Together in
Humility and Love



An Authentic Community’s Only Purpose is to Glorify Jesus  

So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make
the most of every opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but
understand what the Lord wants you to do. Don’t be drunk with wine, because
that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in
your hearts. And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ephesians 5:15-20 NLT 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church
and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20-21 NLT 
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