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Corporate trailblazer. Community groundbreaker. Leading donor.
Alife well planned can offer each of us — any of us -

THE POWER
TO GIVE.

The causes that inspire you are as unique as the life you lead. We all live and give

differently, but the support of the right financial partner has the power to multiply

generosity. It’s our privilege to help people make an impact - and to make our own.
RAYMONDJAMES.COM/GIVINGBACK.

Raymond James is proud to give back to the communities in which we live
and work by supporting American Stage.

RAYMOND JAMES

LIFE WELL PLANNED.

, Inc., member FIN
nd James is no e th the zation mentioned. 24
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A NOTE

t. Pete is an ever-growing city. So many newcomers embrace our
beautiful town wholeheartedly, it feels like they've always been
a part of its story. I'm always curious: what drew them here? What
made them stay? What about you? What brought you here? Why
does this place feel like home? And what is home, really? Is it a place,
a memory, a group of people? An idea we carry with us?

At American Stage, we're passionate about welcoming people

into our space. But it's more than an invitation to a place—we're
welcoming people home. That's the truest form of what we do.
The more | reflect on why we make theatre, the more it feels like
an answer to one persistent ache: loneliness. Maybe that's why
we gravitate toward love stories in all their forms—they remind us
that connection is possible. That we're not alone. That someone,
somewhere, sees us.

It is quite an adventure - to tell stories that help people find
connection, find their way home. Our 48th Season is an exploration
of that adventure—the journey that starts with longing and ends in
belonging. Plays that reflect the courage it takes to seek connection,
the beauty in discovering your tribe—especially in unexpected
places; a celebration of difference, and the universality of love. That
coming-of-age moment when we realize the world is not what we
thought—and yet, somehow, we are still okay. Maybe even better
for it. We hear it all the time from our patrons: they're searching for
a sense of community, of belonging—a place that feels like home.
We hear you. This season, we're inviting you to join our family and
journey with us. Because sometimes, the greatest adventure... is the
one that brings us home.

L

HELEN R. MURRAY

Producing Artistic Director

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG
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We are a woman-owned, integrated
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Headquartered in the heart of Downtown

St. Pete, we are fierce supporters of the
BRANDING & arts and are proud to be the Marketing
MARKETING © Agency of Record for American Stage.

Ready for your brand to take center stage?
Let’s talk.

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG




2025/2026
MAINSTAGE SEASON

presenTeD By - RAYMOND JAMES

A reimagined exploration o Go beyond “happily ever after.”
THAT BRINGS YOU HOME e gl ¢

JAN.21-FEB.15

Explore the
Mainstage Season at

americanstage.org/mainstage

X
OCT.22-NOV.16 JUN.3-28

One girl faces an epic storm. A hundred days to love fearlessly. Love and family tension
bring the heat.

{\ AMERICAN
N\ STAGE



66
The GOOd PeGCheS This is the sort of artistic intersectionality

A Tale of Resilience and Rebirth in thc‘ilt will dﬁ/namic?lly elnlgagde our community
) . and enrich our cultural landscape in ways we
Post-Hurricane St. Petersburg had not yet imagined., ’

n the aftermath of Hurricanes Helene and Milton, the St.

Petersburg community has come together to rebuild and Indeed, The Good Peaches serves as more than just a theatrical event; itis a
redefine its identity. One of the most poignant expressions testament to the resilience and creativity that define St. Petersburg in the
of this collective spirit is The Good Peaches, a groundbreaking face of adversity.
collaborative performance that intertwines theater, orchestral
music, and contemporary dance. Presented by American As the city continues its path to recovery, The Good Peaches stands as
Stage, The Florida Orchestra, and projectALCHEMY, this a beacon of hope and a reminder of the power of art to heal, unite,
multidisciplinary production offers a narrative of survival, and inspire.

transformation, and the enduring strength of community.

Written by Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Quiara Alegria
Hudes, The Good Peaches follows Aurora, a young girl who, in
her desire for change, unwittingly summons a massive storm
that alters her world. Her journey of survival and self-discovery
mirrors the challenges faced by the residents of St. Petersburg
as they navigate the complexities of recovery and renewal.

The performance is set against the backdrop of The Duke
Energy Center for the Arts - Mahaffey Theater on September
20, 2025, with two scheduled performances. The Florida
Orchestra, conducted by Chelsea Gallo, will perform Benjamin
Britten's Four Seasons Interlude, providing a dynamic auditory
landscape. American Stage actors will bring Hudes’ poignant
storytelling to life, while projectALCHEMY's dance artists, led by
founder Alexander Jones, will embody the storm’s emotional
and physical turbulence through movement. This fusion of
disciplines creates a rich tapestry that reflects the multifaceted

nature of the Tampa Bay community's recovery journey. C \ T H E)D TWO PERFORMANCES - SEPT. 20
Producing Artistic Director Helen R. Murray, expressed her P E’ A; ‘%H E”S A sme ™ - prjeaHeny

enthusiasm for the collaboration, stating: by Quiara Alegria Hudes PRESENTING SPONSOR SUSAN & ROBB HOUGH

Catch the rest of our musicals this season:

Hundred Days (p. 13), The Magi (p. 23), and Into the Woods (p. 16)
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TAMPA BAY
WATCH

g

Our Mission

We are dedicated to fostering a healthy Tampa Bay watershed
through restoration, education, and outreach.

HABITAT RESTORATION ENVIRONMENTAL

* NATIVE PLANTINGS EDUCATION

e OYSTER HABITAT RESTORATION * FIELD TRIPS

* FISHING LINE CLEANUPS o BAY GRASSES IN CLASSES
* COASTAL CLEANUPS « SUMMER CAMPS

* SEAGRASS RESTORATION « CITIZEN SCIENCE

DISCOVERY CENTER

Visit us on the St. Pete Pier and immerse yourself in the wild
wonders of Florida's largest estuary! The Tampa Bay Watch
Discovery Center makes learning fun with immersive
exploration of Tampa Bay's amazing ecosystem.

Homeowners insurance
doesn’t cover flooding.

Get protected today
with the country's
largest provider of
private flood insurance.

ﬁj&NEPTUNE

Create your free quote today at neptuneflood.com

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG
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THE REAL-LIFE ROMANCE
BEHIND HUNDRED DAYS

“What would you do if you only had 100 days to
fit an entire life?” This question lies at the heart of
Hundred Days, a folk-punk musical memoir created
by married couple Abigail and Shaun Bengson. This
real-life love story, marked by a dream that foretold
a short-lived relationship, serves as the foundation
for this raw exploration of love, mortality, and living
fully in the moment.

t Began with a Dream

At the age of 15, Abigail Bengson experienced a dream she
viewed as prophecy: she found herself in a diner booth with
the love of her life, only to be told that he had only 100 days to
live. The vision stayed with her for years, until one evening in
an Astoria diner, she met Shaun Bengson, a fellow musician.
That night, she ended her engagement. Within three weeks,
the couple was married, embarking on a shared journey as
the Bengsons.

The narrative of Hundred Days responds to Abigail's prophetic
dream by depicting the Bengsons' decision to live each day as
if they have only a hundred left. This leads them to celebrate
holidays out of season, savor fleeting moments, and confront
the fragility of life head-on.

From Personal Story to Stage

Drawing inspiration from their personal experiences, the
Bengsons, alongside playwright Sarah Gancher, crafted
Hundred Days as a theatrical concert. Their story unfolds
through a blend of original songs and narrative storytelling,
allowing the couple—and in other productions, actors
portraying them—to perform their love story live on stage.
The development process was deeply collaborative, with the

AMERICAN STAGE ARTS GUIDE VOLUME IV ISSUE 1

Bengsons and Gancher working closely to adapt the autobiographical
material into a cohesive theatrical experience. Originally directed by Anne
Kauffman and featuring movement direction by Sonya Tayeh, the show
evolved on various stages, including workshops and performances at
venues like Z Space in San Francisco and the Under the Radar Festival at
The Public Theater in New York. This iterative process allowed the team to
refine the integration of music, narrative, and performance, culminating in
an emotionally resonant, intimate production.

A Legacy of Love and Art

Hundred Days has touched audiences across various theaters, from New
York's New York Theatre Workshop to regional stages nationwide. The
Bengsons' ability to blend personal narrative with universal themes has
garnered critical acclaim, with the production being described as

66

a luminous musical memoir that celebrates and
laments the elusive radiance of a shared life. ’ ,

Through their art, Abigail
and Shaun Bengson have
created more than just a
musical; they've shared a
testament to the power of
love, the inevitability of
loss, and the beauty of
living fully—even when
time is limited.

HUNDRED DAYS o z-vov. e e

Tickets available at americanstage.org/hundreddays

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG 13
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Reimagining Hester Prynne
How Kate Hamill's Adaptation Brings

a (lassic to Life

A Q&A with the director of American Stage's
upcoming production of playwright Kate Hamill's
adaptation of The Scarlet Letter.

BY JENNA JANE

Director Arpita Mukherjee reflects on how Hamill's retelling
of Nathaniel Hawthorne's 1850 novel reinterprets the
character of Hester Prynne for a contemporary audience,
emphasizing Prynne's agency. This conversation has been
edited for brevity and clarity.

Q: What drew you to this story?

A: What | liked so much about the adaptation is this idea that
patriarchy hurts everyone. That liberation is really something
that should be for all, and these systems end up creating so
much pain across social strata and gender. | know playwright
Kate Hamill's work and have always admired it.

Q: The original novel was published in 1850.
Why do you think this story has had such
staying power?

A: These ideas of shame, desire, repression have really
informed America, the American identity. Who gets to decide
what is punishment—and who gets to decide who gets
punished for what—is a kind of old, old story that seems to be
just as relevant today.

AMERICAN STAGE ARTS GUIDE VOLUME IV ISSU

Q: How does Kate Hamill's adaptation of Nathaniel Hawthorne's
novel reinterpret the character of Hester Prynne?

A: | think what Kate Hamill does is put, very firmly, Hester in the driving seat
of her own life. She's basically trying to forge this new way for her daughter.
Actually, Hester seems much less concerned in this adaptation with the men
around her. But the men seem very concerned with her and almost, in a way,
can't let her go. It's not as much, really, about her feeling sort of like a sad
heroine, like a tragic heroine.

Q: Why is it important to revisit classic stories?

A: They're like origin stories and | think it's important to go back to them, to
remember. | think it's important to remember how women were seen, then,
in terms of their sexuality or sensuality. The fear of desire—that desire can
topple an order. And | think that's really fascinating, in terms of American
puritanical history of the fear of desire and sex. So, | think it's important to
remember that story because it helps us make sense of things, of why.

Q: What do you hope audiences walk
away with?

A: Some questions that maybe don't have
easy answers. | hope that they walk away with
a sense that the reckoning that is America is
continuous.

Jenna Jane is a Pinellas County playwright, actor, and
voiceover artist. @jennajanecreative on Instagram.

JAN. 21 - FEB. 15, 2026
TICKETS ON SALE NOV. 25, 2025

E

Become a subscriber for early access at americanstage.org/subscriptions

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG 15
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BeyonDp ‘HappiLy EVER AFTER’

SoNDHEIM’S INTO THE WO0ODS AND THE
CurLturAL Pursurr orF HAPPINESS

BY RANDI ). NORMAN

“Happily Ever After"—a phrase often found in our beloved fairy

tales and an ideal woven into the fabric of our psyche. One
that is believed to always come at the conclusion of pursuit.
But what does that even mean? According to our good friend
Google, ‘Happily Ever After' means “to live in a state of lasting
happiness and contentment.” Is that possible, or are we, much
like the characters found in Into the Woods, bound to a never-
ending cycle of pursuit?

A fairy tale is a tale about something magical and imaginary.
It's a story about something that doesn’t exist. However, all
good stories—my favorites—are rooted in something real. For
most, it's our desire for love, acceptance, sufficiency, trust, and
freedom. These are the roots that draw us in and allow us to
find ourselves within the branches of the story, no matter how
outlandish the landscape. Magical beans, talking cosplaying
wolves, hair long enough and strong enough for climbing,

and shoes that determine destiny overlay very real desires
inherent to the human experience. We all want financial
sufficiency to take care of our families, long to trust those

in close proximity to us, the freedom to live life on our own
terms, and, of course, to find true love.

The pursuit of such things takes us into the woods of the
unknown—a place that can be scary, yet adventurous and
filled with possibility. Whether you will be content with what
you find at the end of that journey is solely determined by
how content you were with yourself before it even began.
When you begin a journey full of happiness, thankful for and

AMERICAN STAGE ARTS GUIDE VOLUME IV ISSUE 1

content with what you have and who you are, what you gain and learn along
the journey is only bonus material. As the writer of Philippians states, “I have
learned, in whatever state I'm in, to be content.” This means that what | have
is sufficient for today, what | know is enough to discern who to trust, who |
am already gives me permission to live free, and true love has already been
found within. The journey then becomes less about finding happiness and
more about who you will meet along the way, how you will impact their lives,
and how they will enrich yours.

“Happily Ever After” isn't just a mere phrase to conclude our favorite
childhood stories—it is a way of life that, when embraced, makes ordinary
moments magical and shifts our perspective on this adventure called life. To
live in a state of lasting happiness and contentment is a superpower that not
only illuminates you from within; it invites others to embrace where they are
and get busy crafting their own stories that will always begin with:

“Once upon a time, [insert your name] went
into the woods...” and end with “...and
lived happily ever after.”

Randi J. Norman is a writer, performer,
and creative visionary inspiring others to
find faith, freedom, and purpose through
storytelling. @iamrandijnorman

INTO THE

WOODS

In THE PARK

MAR. 25 - APR. 26, 2026 | TICKETS ON SALE JAN. 28, 2026
OPENING NIGHT ON MARCH 27,2026

See more details on page 35 or online at americanstage.org/park-opening-night

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG | 7
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What Makes The Hot

Wing King Sizzle?
The Role of Food in Family

Katori Hall's Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy-drama The Hot
Wing King centers on Cordell and his partner Dwayne, along
with their friends—collectively the “New Wing Order"—as
they prepare for Memphis's annual Hot Wing Festival, a hot
wing cooking contest filled with family bonds, pride, and high
stakes. Sizzling wings bring literal warmth and energy to the
stage in the form of a fully-functioning kitchen, but beneath
the spectacle lies a deeper meaning. Hot wings are also
framed as a tribute to Black culinary ingenuity—seasoned
spices turn scarcity into lovingly crafted meals born of history
and resilience.

Cooking as Ritual, Rhythm, and Togetherness

In The Hot Wing King, cooking unfolds not just as performance,
but as a ritual steeped in cultural memory and resilience.
The play's creative process has often been compared to
crafting music and cuisine alike—both are collaborative art
forms dependent on rhythm, timing, and a shared appetite
for perfection. But beyond these rhythms lies a tribute: the
wings themselves are positioned as symbols of Black culinary
ingenuity. As director Timothy Douglas explains, seasoning
and invention turn what were once discarded scraps into
meals of care and creativity—"during times of slavery, we
were only given the scraps, the parts of the animal that the
privileged didn't deem suitable for eating. Those scraps...and
how it became palatable was how it was spiced... it's in the
bones of the play and something these characters know well”
(“Worthy of the Crown: The Hot Wing King Pits Family Against
Fame,” Denver Center for the Performing Arts, 2025).

Together, these elements transform cooking into ritual,

rhythm, and togetherness, anchoring the play’s exploration of
identity, history, and community.

AMERICAN STAGE ARTS GUIDE VOLUME 4 ISSU

Wings: Fuel for Family, Friction, and Growth

What begins as a lighthearted cooking contest quickly deepens into a crucible
of loyalty, identity, grief, and love. Cordell—having left his wife and children
behind to build a new life with Dwayne—clings to the competition in hopes
of asserting himself and forging a sense of belonging. But when Dwayne's
nephew Everett and his father T) unexpectedly arrive, their presence disrupts
the kitchen’s rhythm and forces Cordell to confront what it truly means to be
family. Ultimately, the spectacle of frying wings serves as a backdrop; what
truly resonates is how the act of cooking brings layered human connections
to life, transforming frying oil into fuel for family, friction, and personal
growth. (The Guardian)

Food as Love and Liberation
Cygnet Theatre's director Kian Kline-Chilton emphasizes that “food is not
something that | know how to fake... Especially in Black culture, that's love.”
Through this lens, hot wings transcend their role as props—they become
sensory anchors that root the characters in a space where vulnerability is
safe, identity is uplifted, and emotional authenticity thrives. On stage, food
transforms into something profoundly intimate: it's both a catalyst for honest
expression and a symbol of communal love. By centering hot wings
in this way, the production culminates in a triumphant celebration
of joy, queer identity, and the families we choose.

At its heart, The Hot Wing King is more than a culinary
competition; it's a celebration of chosen family, resilience,
and the transformative power of love. Through the
metaphor of hot wings—seasoned with history,
identity, and care—the play invites audiences to
savor the complexities of Black queer life,
where joy and struggle coexist on the same
plate. In a world where family is often defined
by blood, Hall reminds us that true kinship
is forged in the heat of shared

experience, the spice of

authenticity, and the o
sweetness of belonging. -

JUN. 3 - 28, 2026

TICKETS ON SALE APR. 7, 2026

Explore all the ways to be American Stage royalty at
americanstage.org/subscriptions

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG 19
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BEER GARDEN
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1133 BAUM AVE N | 727-800-9836
@GREENBENCHBREWING
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ra Large Colorfield
Vessel by Wes Hunting

(855) 436-4527 | Q)UM[}I s | bmerLAss.com

2342 Emerson Ave S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712




BEYOND THE STAGE

As a St. Petersburg native, | have a deep love for our
ever-changing city, as well as its rich history. That's
why | am thrilled about the return of our Beyond the
Stage‘series, which brings powerful storytelling to iconic

-~ “settings around St. Pete!l Whether walking the beautiful
, - trails at Boyd Hill or hearing a new play at a local cafe,

© othese experiences allow you to engage with our city and
'« Our community in fun and exciting new ways.

= THis season, Weird in St. Pete is back and Weirder than

ever, highlighting the best and strangest of St. Pete

- history, amidst the sculptures at Duncan McClellan
° Gallery. The holiday season brings “The Magi”, an intimate,

folk-rock musical to our stage, in a modern re-telling of
“The Gifts of The Magi”. Then, Tales by Twilight returns for
its third year, bringing an immersive, all-ages storytelling
experience to Boyd Hill Nature Preserve. In the Spring, we
will continue to support new play development with our
Fresh Ink series, pop-up events that bring new plays to
cozy, intimate venues. Finally, our Summer Cabaret Series
will return with three new musical performances, curated
by American Stage. These unique experiences highlight
the beauty of our city, our local talent, and the enduring
magic of storytelling, no matter the setting. | hope you will
join us to go Beyond the Stage.

ANTHONY GERVAIS

Associate Artistic Director

BEYOND THE STAGE, PRESENTED BY

JUNCAN:M: CLELLAN GALLERY

(d
5
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WEIRD IN ST PETE
OCTOBER 2 - 19,2025

Taken directly from the weird and wacky tales that make St. Pete
one-of-a-kind, this immersive play will take you on a journey
through The Duncan McClellan art gallery, as some well-known
(and not so well-known) characters in St. Pete folklore come to life!

THE MAGI
DECEMBER 4 - 21,2025

Nix and Jude have been on the road as The Magi for eight years—
and have shared nearly all of that time together, falling in love
after seven years and eleven months. Now, as the holiday lights
begin to glow, both the band and the couple find themselves at

a breaking point. The Magi peels back the curtain on the sacrifices we make for those
we deeply cherish. Equal parts festive concert, tender love story, and deliciously
awkward moments—get ready for an evening as real as it is heartwarming.

Py
FAIRYLAND: o/
AMIDWINTER
\i(.lll'\_lrl{l M -

g =

TALES BY TWILIGHT
FAIRYLAND: AMIDWINTER NIGHT'S DREAM
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 8,2026

Step into the great outdoors as A Midsummer Night's Dream
unfolds along the winding trails of Boyd Hill Nature Preserve.
With nature and theater blending seamlessly, the forest becomes

a character in its own right. Follow lovers lost in mischief, fairies casting spells, and
transformations both whimsical and wondrous. This isn't just a play—it's an
adventure you can wander through.

FRESH
INK

b
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CABARET SIRITS

FRESH INK
FEBRUARY 24,2026 & MAY 5,2026

Experience the development of a new play with this staged
reading series! Enjoy hearing new work at local hot-spots around
town, and engage in meaningful conversation post-show!

SUMMER CABARET
JULY 11,18 & 25,2026

A heartfelt tribute to our favorite musicals and iconic artists.
See a unique performance each aweek.



Marveling at masterpieces and sipping cocktails at a nearby beach
bar. Do both for less. Get the best savings along America’s Favorite

Beaches with the FREE digital FunShine Savings Passport.

\
ST.PETE M,
CLEARWATER,FL Fulﬂ;
VisitSPC.com Shine\

SAVINGS PASSPORT

TR] e ]

EQ{.T- ﬂg; Scan the code for St. Pete-Clearwater
::?_Fg;té‘ .,r:i dining and attraction deals with our
Hie et . .

:@@#@f},j FREE FunShine Savings Passport.
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Supporting excellence

and all that it inspires.

At Duke Energy, we believe in the power
and potential of excellence and achievement.

Proud to support American Stage.
DUKE-ENERGY.COM
@ DUKE
ENERGY.

BUILDING A SMARTER ENERGY FUTURE ®

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG
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* JOIN THECONVERSATION

BEHIND THE
SCENES

Behind the Scenes offers a community-focused discussion
aimed at enriching your understanding of our current main
stage productions. Gain an exclusive glimpse into the creative
process as our design team explores the journey of bringing

- each show to life.

'HUNDRED DAYS: sunday, 10/12/25 @ 2:00pm
THE SCARLET LETTER: Sunday, 1/11/26 @ 2:00pm
THE HOT WING KING: sunday, 5/24/26 @ 2:00pm

ASL-INTERPRETED

PERFORMANCES

Theatre for all. This season, join us for the following
ASL-interpreted performances:

HUNDRED DAYS: Saturday, 11/8/25 @ 8:00pm
THE SCARLET LETTER: Saturday, 2/7/26 @ 8:00pm
THE HOT WING KING: saturday, 6/20/26 @ 2:00pm

AMERICAN STAGE ARTS GUIDE VOLUME IV ISSUE 1

IDEA

The mission of the IDEA Council is to discuss concerns and develop
solutions for issues related to inclusion, diversity, equity, and accessibility
within our organizations and the Tampa Bay community.

IDEA COUNCIL MEMBERS

Ajori Spencer | Performing Arts Specialist - Pinellas County Schools
Andridia Hosey | Community Activist & Retired Educator
Anthony Verdeja | Executive Director - Family Center on Deafness
Margaret Murry | Executive Director - Creative Pinellas
Caryn Nesmith | Director of Community Relations - University of South Florida
Clayton Sizemore | Executive Director - Mindful Movement Florida
Dr. Doral Pulley | Spiritual Leader - Today's Church Tampa Bay
Pr. Susan Gore | Former Executive Director, Board President LGBTQ Resource Center
Jana Prewitt | Indigenous Advisor - George Washington University
Joyce Carpenter | USF OLLI Instructor
Judith Scully | Lawyer & Educator - Stetson University
Kimberly Jackson | Executive Director - Institute for Strategic Policy Solutions
Maxine S. Kaufman | Executive Director - Jewish Federation of Florida's Gulf Coast
Nashid Madyun | Executive Director - Florida Humanities

» Nathan Bruemmer | LGBTQ Consumer Advocate - Florida Department of Agriculture
' and Consumer Services

Dr. Byron Green-Calisch | Executive Director - St. Pete Pride
Terry Marks | CEO - St Petersburg Arts Alliance

Patrick Arthur Jackson | Embracing Our Differences

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG
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Atelier

Try a one-time pottery class!

2 hour beginner friendly sessions for date nights, friend groups,
team building, bachelorette parties, families, and more!

www.stpeteatelier.com
727-383-5286

5298 Haines Rd N, St Petersburg, FL 33714

morning

evening

Tampa Bay Times
Scan the t b
QR code
to find fun midday ampa ay-com
[x] E' Find new and exciting things
to do and trusted places to eat
OFgx and drink at tampabay.com.

AMERICAN STAGE ARTS GUIDE VOLUME IV ISSUE 1

Because pets
don’'t know _
what an P
emergency is,

St. Petersburg
2909 4th Street N
St. Pete, FL 33704

727-619-4800

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG
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We are committed to making the best possible use of
your gift to shape and advance the theatre we share
with our community each year.

JOIN THE THEATRE MAKERS SOCIETY
Become a member and help bring the magic of theatre to life

«through your support and enjoy exclusive VIP benefits.

BECOME A CORPORATE PARTNER

Partner with us to enjoy company marketing and
experiential benefits for your clients and employees, while
investing in your community.

ENGAGE IN OUR COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAM
Support live theatre through in-kind donations of services or
products from your business and receive company marketing

or ticketing perks.

SPONSORASTUDENT
Give a student the gift of opportunity—your sponsorship
supports their arts education, unlocks their potential, and

changes their future.

SPONSORACLASS
Empower an entire class with resources and
encouragement—your sponsorship fuels collective

learning and lasting impact.

SPONSOR A PERFORMANCE

Support a Mainstage or Beyond the Stage production,
bringing powerful stories that inspire, excite and
engage audiences of all ages.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT
PAMELA ARBISI, DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT
AT 727-685-4014 OR PARBISI@AMERICANSTAGE.ORG.

| AMERICAN STAGE ARTS GUIDE VOLUME 4 ISSUE 1

FROM ONE OF OUR

| have been going to American Stage Theater Camp since | was in the 4th
grade and it's literally my favorite camp in the world.

| was really shy at first but Hamilton was my favorite musical and |
wanted to do it! The teachers and mentors were amazing and they taught
us how to bring out the talent we didn’'t know we had. | love the camps
because not only do they help me with the stage acting, they also teach
how to do backstage production, script writing, and how to do a music
score for a movie.

The activities are fun, but the best thing about the camps are the other
campers! | have my

theater friends that | get to

hang out with every year and do
fun things with them. We get to
grow together and have fun at
American Stage since we all go to
different schools. They all have different
genders and nationalities and everyone gets
along because we love acting and singing.

In conclusion, | really love American Stage
Theater Camp, (especially Miss Ivy
Sunflower!!) And | hope to get more
scholarships so | can do Fall Camp and
Summer camp. Thank you!

- ZURIW.

8th grade, Sanderling IB World School

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG 33



34

THE HEART OF AMERICAN STAGE

American Stage in the Park is our most beloved annual
program and has become a treasured tradition for
our community since 1986. We are passionate about

* keeping this experience going as it all adds up to...

more CORE MEMORIES being made.
more ART with our COMMUNITY.
more POWERFUL STORIES. BOLDLY TOLD.

The costs of producing popular musicals in the_park
continue to rise. We know we could not do it without our
community and YOU!

Won't you join other Park Supporters to iorovide a
memorable evening of theatre under the stars? Please
consider an annual, monthly, or one time gift to keep

the magic for years to come.

SCANTO LEAN MORE
AND DONATE NOW.

AMERICAN STAGE ARTS GUIDE VOLUME 4 ISSUE 1

SAVE PARK

PARK OPENING

NIGHT

WOODS

Join us to go beyond “happily
ever after” with Into the
Woods...in the Park! Experience
the Sondheim'’s classic musical
that flips Grimm's fairy tales
upside down! Enjoy a night of
entertainment under the stars with
a full dinner, drinks, and delights in
support of American Stage!

March 27,2026 B
DINNER, DRINKS AND SHOW

. 6:00-10:00 PM | . >

. Demens Landing Park

Attire: Grimm’s Classic Fairy Tales Inspired
For sponsorships and tables, contact Pamela Arbisi,

Director of Advancement at parb|5|@amer|canstage org
or 727. 685 4014.
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AMERICAN STAGE
SUPPORTERS

Your support helps connect our
community to powerful stories, boldly
told through year-round theatrical
productions, arts education programs,

In celebration of our supporters, every
effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of the following list, which
reflects contributions made in the

immediate prior 12 month period.

and community engagement initiatives.

We are grateful for the partnership of
our donors and are proud to offer a
variety of benefits to bring you closer to
the work you make possible.

BENEFACTORS $100,000+

Connie & Garner Koons
Raymond James Financial

PRESENTING $25,000+

Bank of America

City of St. Petersburg

Willi Rudowsky & Hal
Freedman

Hough Family Foundation

Sarah & Robb Hough

Jim Long & Deborah DeBerry
Long Charitable Fund

Alfred T. May

Mary & Mark Myers

Neptune Flood Insurance

Pinellas Community
Foundation

Brian Reale

The Shubert Foundation

Tampa Bay Rays

Beth A. Houghton & Scott K.
Wagman

PRODUCING $10,000+

Anonymous

Susan Robertson & Stephen
Andon

Sandi & Dick Averitt

Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation

Trevor Burgess & Gary Hess

Ebrahim Busheri

Duke Energy

Sally & John Fodor

Neil Franckle

Lisa & Don Gardner

Liz & Larry Heinkel

Thomas A. & Mary S. James
Foundation

Gwendolyn & Gordon Johnson

John Kaneklides & Regan
McLellan

Life's Requite, Inc.

Marianne & Mark Mahaffey

The Margaret E. Dickens Family
Foundation

Jeanne & Kevin Milkey

Visit St. Pete Clearwater

Charis & Rich Warshof

SUSTAINING $5,000+

Anonymous

Aegon Transamerica
Foundation

Rebecca & Mike Alford

Aveda Institute Tampa Bay

Jennifer & Robert Banks

Steve Barney

Bayprint, Nancy & Al
Karnacicius

Robyn Rusignuolo & Andrew
Bellino

The Birchwood

Lauren & Doug Brigman

Robert Briscoe

Cogent Bank

Community Foundation of
Tampa Bay

Sherri Smith-Dodgson & Joe
Dodgson

The Duncan McClellan Gallery
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Interested in becoming a supporter?
Contact Pamela Arbisi, Director of
Advancement at 727-685-4014 or
parbisi@americanstage.org.

Dexter Fabian, | Love The Burg

Cynthia Fletcher in Memory of
W.A. “Bill"” Waters Jr.

Natalie Nagle & Alistair Flynn

Tom Free

Sharon & Victor Gardner

David & Mary Harbeitner

Edward Jones Charitable Gift
Fund

Merrill Lynch Wealth
Managment

Kelly Ornell

Publix Super Markets Charities,
Inc.

Sonia Raymund

Robyn Rusignuolo

Vickie & Don Smith

TD Charitable Foundation

Katie & Anjan Tharakan

Steven W. Walker

Joseph Weldon

Grace & Trevor Wells

SUPPORTING $3,500+

Anonymous

Beacon Emergency Veterinary
Hospital

Carlton Fields

Gina & Matthew Clement

Creative Pinellas Inc.

Anne & Joel Giles

Anastasia C. Hiotis

Sarah & Raphael Perrier

Sabal Trust Company

Cathy Swanson

CONTRIBUTING $2,000+

Anonymous

Cindy & Richard Atkin

Sue Ann Carey

Thalia Dorwick

Tiffany & Preston Faykus

Aleta Fisher

Annemarie Fank & Ofer
Benyona

C. Joseph Gillespie

Green Bench Brewing
Company

Hyla Griesdorn

Alais Griffin

Phyllis & Norman Hatter

Hennessy Construction
Services

The Hickey Family Foundation

Robert Hudson

Kahwa Coffee

Vivian & Robert Keenan

Stuart Lipman

Irene & Duncan McClellan

Mickey's Cafe & Organics

Miss Science

Natalie & Richard Oliver

The Princess Martha

J. Crayton Pruitt Foundation

RBC Foundation

Deena & Larry Silver

Vampt Co.

Guy Van Middlesworth on
behalf of Anonymous

Jamie Goldenberg & Peter Well

Jarrett Wolfe

LEADING PLAYER $1,000+

Anonymous

Chris Aisenbrey

Robert Auslander

Suzanne & Martin Batt

Debbie & George Baxter

Baystar Catering

Andre Beaudry

Dimity & Mark Carlson

Suzanne Carney

Linda Davis

Susan Dee

Helen & Walt Driggers

Ellen Engels

Janet & John Ferguson

Tara & Lucas Fleming in honor
of Beth Houghton & Scott
Wagman

Karen & Jose Fourquet

Judy Gallizzi

Joy & Merritt Gardner

Heather Gileta

Walter Hodgdon & Nels
Gullerud

Suzan & Barry Haas

Leigh & Michael Harting

Helle & Todd Hartley

Charles Holden

Jewish Federation of Florida's
Gulf Coast

Kristen Johnson in honor of
Emma Rose Johnson

Kathleen & Robert Kapusta

Vickey & Mark Kleinsmith

Richard Lander

Kari & Tom Mainelli

Anita & Edward Marks

Gail McClure

Karen White & David Meeker

Paul Metevia

Adeline O'Connell

The Palladium at SPC

Istvan Peteranecz

Lynne Platt

Power Design

Sylvia Rusche

Edwin Scharlau

Anne Barrins & Ken Slaby

Ann & Jim Shaler

Nancy & Robert Shannon

James Shatz

Smith & Associates Real Estate

Jean Spencer-Carnes

Laurence Roberts & Scott
Strader

Drs. Dorothy & Edwin Sved

Holly & John Tomlin

Tammy & John Wachter

The Waechter Family

David Wang

William Ward

Lisa & Peter Wells

Kate Steinway & Paul Zolan

ENSEMBLE $500+

Anonymous

Mary Abend

Gene & Toni Altman

Brian Bailey

Dr. Frank Beninger & Jeff Baker

Cheryl VanMessel & Charles
Bross

Bowen Brown

Gregory Carlin

The-Caterer | Island Flavors
and Tings

Janese & Wes Davis

Daryl DeBerry

Elizabeth Dimling

Cherylann Dorset-Wilson

Elizabeth Brincklow & Zeke
Durica

Erin & Adam Erickson

Kristen & Michael Esposito

Carol Fry

Janet Ferguson

Mary Fournet

Susan & Guy Francesconi

Carol Gardiner

Donna & Larry Genskow

Dr. & Mrs. Gordon Gilbert

Jennifer Gilby

John Hannay

Beth & David Hill

Alma Hirsch

Dianne & Lew Hodgett

Erica & William Hough

Jim Irvin

Richard Katzeff

Shelly Kress

Vanessa & Tim Lahaie

Carol & Tom Miller

Amy Newman

Judith Overcash

Nancy & David Parrish

Mary Frances & Tamas Peredy

Lisa & John Posey

Mrs. Diana & Dr. Mohan Rao

Denny Robertson

Sherry & Ron Sacino

Meg Schmidt

Debbie & Brent Sembler

Maxwell Sheiner

Teresa Short

Abbey Smith

Wendy Snyder

St. Petersburg Arts Alliance

Teresa Sullivan

Linda & David Tanner

Gary Thomas

James Tobin

Top Jewish Foundation

John Vichich

Lechana Walden

Carolyn Warren

Ronald Webster

Linda Weesies

Becky & Allan Weiss

Jean & Troy Willingham

Firouz Zadeh

100 Good Guys St. Petersburg
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THE LEGACY

SOCIETY OF AMERICAN

STAGE

Our Legacy Society members are donors and friends, like you, who have made storytelling for
future generations a priority. By pledging a gift in their estate or financial plans to American

Stage, these individuals make a meaningful impact on the mission and future of American
Stage. We thank them for their visionary support, and hope you will consider joining these
cherished champions of the arts.

Contact Pamela Arbisi at parbsi@americanstage.org or 727-685-4014 for more information.

Anonymous
Michael Alford
Mary Lou Ambrose & Joseph

A. Barkley llI
Sandi & Richard G. Averitt llI
Anne Barrins & Ken Slaby
Valerie & Jack Beatty
Janet Bibber
Russell Buchan
Sherri Richey Burke* &

George Burke*

Guna Carr
Marsha Carson*
Joel Cohen &

Barry Dingman
Debbie & Matt Conigliaro
JT Crowder
Marcia Dobbin
Jeannine Clark Dunlap
John Dunne
Diana Norris Eldred*

Aila Erman

Tiffany & Preston Faykus
Patricia J. Felton
Gregory H, Fisher
Claudette Fornuto
Jenna Franklin &

John Downes IV
Jennifer & R.|. Garbowicz
Maggi Bevacqua-Geddes
Patrick Green*

Enez Hart & Bud Hart

Edward Hayes

Anastasia C. Hiotis

Hazel* & William R. Hough*

Susan Howard

Mary & Thomas James

Judith Jourdan Trust

Martin Karan

Robert A. Kelzer

Camilla Kilgroe

Charles A. Leslie

Gretchen Letterman &
Bill Shelton

Edward Lieberman

Harriett Lieberman

Robert Mall

Jill Marie

Timothy McCormick &
Jeff Brizzi

Taylor McKee

Tinker McKee

Natalie McMasters

Liza Miller

Sonya Miller

Lois M. Naylor

Frank R. Notarianni & Ronald
W. Menezes

Natalie & Dick Oliver

Peggy & Gene Ponessa

Rob Pressrich

Joseph M. Pugliano

Gini Rollins

Willi Rudowsky &
Hal Freedman

Heather & Stephen Rush

George Donald Sheets

Marjorie Sherwin &
Rose Walton*

Stephanie Snyder

James Studdiford

William Studdiford

Cathy Swanson

Cheryl VanMessel & Charles
Bross

Scott K. Wagman

Bill Ward

Carolyn Warner

Mary Lou Warner & Burrage
Warner

Tim Watson

The Whittle Family

Phyllis Stover Williams

Donna A. Woolums

* denotes an Angel donor.

FOLLOW US

yrenter ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

property management,

Own.a
'Rental Property?

STAY UPDATED ON AMERICAN
STAGE'S NEWEST SHOWS, ACTOR
INSIGHTS, TICKET SPECIALS,

Welhandlelthe hassie)s & MORE . ..

youlkeepithe cashflow!]

fACN >

A\ AMERICAN STAGE

727.202.2700
keyrenterstpete.com

Locally owned & operated

AMERICANSTAGEORG | 727-823-7529
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COMPASS

The Salamone Group & American Stage:
Two St. Petersburg Traditions

For over 30 years, The Salamone Group has been helping
people buy and sell the finest St. Petersburg properties, and
we are thrilled to support American Stage.

St. Petersburg - Tierra Verde - Tampa Bay - Sarasota
727-456-8093 | info@stpete.pro | www.spete.pro

satamone  R.REGENTS

GROUP WHO'S WHO IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG




m ‘ TERRI NOVITSKY

"Your efforts to sell my property have gone/far above what | expect.
Thank you to you and your team {or gettlng it don@quickly and
effortlessti,'.

&

Whether you're a painter chasing light, a stage actor
perfecting your craft, a musician composing your next
masterpiece—or simply someone VZO appreciates the
beauty in life—Texri Nowts I.Junde ands that home is
more than a place. It' § yo ° 'sanctuatry, your inspiration,

connections and deeply personallzeq service—to every
interaction. From the sun-kissed glamour of Malibu and
Beverly Hills to the vibrant charm of Pinellas’ artsy
communities, Terri has helped everyone from artists and
teachers to doctors and ne'ig bors find their ideal canvas

feel as personall and lnsplréd as the li kfe you’re building
inside |t \

SUES . ~ [l

Reach out today and let-Terri h"elg' you stage your next act
—in the home that moves you!

~ TERRINOVITSKY | 727.298.8888 rurcminacivcaicniocom | AIREN L/ MIHAR L\ R

% TerrinLMREP@gmail.com
N BROKER | TERRINLMREP@GMAIL.COM Lic# BK3316546 RENLUESTINEE P T @

A

Cma® B
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Custom Replacement Windows | PatioDoors | Entry Doors

RENEWAL | ACCLAIM

by ANDERSEN IMPACT
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT EXCLUSIVELY FROM RENEWAL by ANDERSEN

Our ACCLAIM" replacement windows are made with Andersen’s
exclusive FIBREX® material that provides exceptional strength.

Able to resist the effects of salt water and stand up to

hurricane-force winds and wind-borne debris, our impact

windows and patio doors give you peace of mind during I
rough weather while letting the beauty of the coast shine in.

SAVE 20%"* ON YOUR ENTIRE PROJECT with this ad!

- ANDERSEN
*Offer ends 11/30/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Minimum purchase of four (4) windows ~ EncineeRen wen )
and/or patio doors required to qualify for this discount. Valid only if requested at your initial appointment FI BREx EXCI-USIVE

prior to receiving price quote. Financing options available to qualified buyers on approved credit. MATERIAL FEATURE

813-379-2487 | BestWindowsFlorida.com

2024

ENERGY STAR f 'i'ibd'in
MORE THAN / M AWARD 2024 IMPRDVEMENT

\ HEROES

\ ..... } PARTNER OF THE YEAR
1’000’000 USA Sustained Excellence -
HOM EOWN ERs b Based on Medallia homeowner satisfaction surveys of Renewal by Andersen customers January 2019 -

December 2024, Average scores between 9 and 10 using Net Promoter Score methodology on all survey
R Eco M M EN D questions after design consultation or installation project completed. ~ **Using U.S. and imported parts.
RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN® “Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corp.

©2025 Renewal by Andersen. Florida Licensed & Insured #CGC1527613.
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THE

GRANITE GIRL

Queen of Quartz
727-800-2013
The GraniteGirl.com

We Saved You a Seat;
Name It Today!

The Palladium is transforming — and you can be part of it. Name a
seat in our historic theater and leave a lasting legacy.

Whether honoring a loved one or marking a special moment, your
engraved seat will support our renovation and be part of every

performance for years to come.

B Seat Dedications Starting at $1,000
B Limited Availability; Name Yours Today!

mypalladium.org/name-a-seat

253 Fifth Avenue N, St. Petersburg, FL
727-822-3590 + MyPalladium.org

¢y palladium
pur St. Petersburg College
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AMERICAN STAGE

BOARD & STAFF

CHAIR

Ebrahim Busheri
Formerly Director of
Investments
Manning & Napier

VICE-CHAIR

Joseph Weldon

Head of Organization and
Talent Development
Raymond James

TREASURER

Trevor Wells, CPA
Manager, Consolidations
and Special Projects
Pfizer

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER

Joel B. Giles
Attorney at Law
Carlton Fields

Gina Clement
Director, Websites &
Ecommerce

Monin

Sherri Smith-Dodgson
Educational Consultant
Miss Science®

Dexter Fabian

Creative Director, Co-
Creator, and Publisher
RKC & | Love the Burg &
That's So Tampa

Alistair Flynn

Vice President

The Carlson Group at
Merrill Lynch Wealth
Management

PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Helen R. Murray

MANAGING DIRECTOR
Allison Sapiega

DEPARTMENT HEAD

Pamela Arbisi — Director of Advancement
John Perez — Director of Education

Timon Brown — Director of Production
Alexandria Hawkes — Company Manager
Annie Curasi — FOH & Guest Services Manager

ADMIN

Valerie Gilmore — Office Manager

ARTISTIC

Anthony Gervais — Associate Artistic Director

DEVELOPMENT

Brittney Arrowood — Donor Services Manager
Chelsea Poindexter — Event & Community Coordinator

MARKETING

Alais L. M. Griffin
General Counsel
Neptune Flood

Anastasia C Hiotis
Chief Operating Officer
Carlton Fields

John Kaneklides
Owner & Co-Founder
The Audit Library
Operatic Tenor

AUDIENCE SERVICES

Kyle Parks
Principal
Parks PR

Scott K. Wagman
President
Houghton Wagman
Enterprises, Inc.

Steven W. Walker
Entrepreneur

Natalia Cruz — FOH Coordinator
Meyah Fortier — FOH Coordinator
Ethan Guear — FOH Coordinator
Kristy Pike — FOH Coordinator
Christopher Strong — Bar Manager

EDUCATION

Lina Rojas — Education & Outreach Coordinator

TEACHING ARTISTS
William Barba
Cranstan Cumberbatch
Stanley Fisher

Ryan Hill

Chantel Mills
Kendra Pepe

John Perez

Davina Reid

Iraisa Ann Reilly
Fable Rowell

Ivy Sunflower
Sophia Williar

PRODUCTION

Thad Engle — Technical Director
Chloe Dipaola — Resident Stage Manager

Jana Henson — Marketing & Communications Manager
Pyper, Inc. — Marketing Agency

Chaz Dykes — Photographer

Lunar Speedboat Productions — Video Producer

Ayla Albright — Stagecraft Fellow
Kevin Commander — Stage Management Fellow
Kylie Knickerbocker — Costume and Wardrobe Fellow

AMERICANSTAGE.ORG
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{\ AMERICAN
‘,/f\\\ STAGE

Experience every moment. Every show. All season.

OUR MOST FLEXIBLE SUBSCRIPTION

4+  FLEX PACKAGES
*+ Use Flex tickets any time on any show, inc|uding Mainstage,

Park, and Beyond. Flex packages include free exchanges.
Seats can be reserved once sing|e tickets become available

for each show.”

HUNDRED DAYS  TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

SCARL'—I- TICKETS ON SALE NOWV. 25,2025

\K}B’(';bs TICKETS ON SALE JAN. 28, 2026

TICKETS ON SALE APR. 7,2026

*Excludes opening nights.






