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WSDI Grant Programme Application Guidance 
	Date of delivery

	Monday 5th January 26 – Tuesday 31st March 26 

	Theme
	Digital Inclusion 

	Funding available 
	Up to £2,000 per VCSE Organisation 

	Who can apply?
	VCSE Organisations who are a part of the WSDI (Or willing to join) and who are members of the National Digital Inclusion Network (Or willing to join)

	When do bids open?
	Monday 20th October 2025

	Guidance drop-in sessions
	W/C 27th October 2025 and W/C 3rd November 2025 (invites to follow)

	When do bids close?
	14th November 2025 23:59pm

	Decisions 
	W/C 24th November 2025

	Transfer of funds expected
	W/C 8th December 2025 



Purpose 
WSDI Grant Programme
To support residents across the Wakefield district, Wakefield Council’s Digital Transformation Team is launching a grants programme open to bids from VCSE organisations that are members of the Wakefield Social Digital Inclusion Group. Grants of up to £2,000 are available to deliver impactful digital inclusion initiatives before the end of the 2025/26 financial year.
These grants have been made possible through funding received from the West Yorkshire Combined Authority under the West Yorkshire Digital Inclusion programme. The grants aim to support community efforts that help residents overcome barriers to digital inclusion including Access, Connectivity, Digital Skills, and Motivation / Safety. 
All funded initiatives must align with Wakefield’s community-based approach to digital inclusion. This means placing residents at the heart of delivery—designing initiatives that are locally relevant, accessible, and responsive to community needs. VCSE organisations should demonstrate how their proposals will:
· Connect with existing local networks
· Complement ongoing digital inclusion efforts
· Empower residents to become more digitally confident







Application Criteria 
As part of your bid for the WSDI Grant Programme, please outline how your proposed initiative will contribute to advancing digital inclusion by addressing at least one of the following focus areas from the Digital Inclusion Action Plan:
a. Opening up opportunities through skills – helping people to use digital tools, technology, and services in the right way for them
b. Breaking down barriers to digital services – making it easier for people to access and engage with online services.
c. Tackling data and device poverty – supporting access to devices and connectivity.
d. Building confidence and supporting local delivery – empowering communities to lead and sustain digital inclusion efforts.

We also ask that your initiative supports at least one of the following key demographic groups:
a. Individuals from low-income households
b. Older people, particularly those aged 60 and over. 
c. Disabled people, including those with long-term physical or mental health conditions that affect daily life.
d. People who are currently unemployed. 
e. Young people (25 and younger), including those not in education, employment or training.
f. Individuals living in social housing or who are homeless
g. Individuals with low levels of education / no qualifications 
h. Individuals who are in care, have left care or are unpaid carers 
i. Asylum Seekers / Refugees
j. Individuals who have left prison

To align your application with the grant Programme’s objectives please ensure your bid:
a. Clearly identifies a digital inclusion challenge, explains why intervention is needed, and outlines the expected outcomes, demonstrating value for money.
b. Includes a plan for effective monitoring and evaluation.
c. Provides both quantitative (e.g. number of participants reached) and qualitative (e.g. case studies) evidence of impact on residents.

d. Is designed to deliver lasting benefits that continue beyond the funding period.

Use of the Grant monies 
Grants can be used to support delivery costs such as staffing, equipment, venue hire, and outreach. These grants offer a fantastic opportunity to promote digital participation, raise awareness of local support, and encourage residents to embrace the benefits of being online, in a way that works for them.

Grant Limits 
a. There is a maximum allowance of £2000 per group (for example, a group can apply for one grant worth £2000 or two grants worth £1000 each).

Ineligible expenditure 
a. Retrospective bids – where an initiative has already taken place or items have already been purchased.
b. Activities for religious or politically oriented purposes (although bids from religious groups for community activities are welcomed).
c. The purchase of alcohol or activities in which alcohol is the main theme.

d. Any activities that may conflict with Wakefield Council policies.

We are inviting proposals for a variety of initiatives that engage a broad audience and encourage resident participation. Preference will be given to activities that can be sustained beyond the funding period.

Please apply using the form linked below by Friday 14th November 2025 23:59pm with the following information:
WSDI Grant Programme Application Form

· A method of contacting a named person making the bid 
· VCSE organisation details 
· Initiative description with objectives –linked to the criteria list within the “Application Criteria” section of this document
· Timescales and target audience for delivery 
· Funding required for Initiative (Please provide a very high-level breakdown of cost estimates)
· Plans for monitoring and evaluation




What next? 
Wakefield Council’s Digital Inclusion team will be running two briefing sessions to offer guidance on the small grants programme if required. 

Once your proposal is submitted, this will be assessed by a panel following the closing date on the following areas:
· Quality and impact of the Initiative
· Audience and reach
· Aligns with the application criteria and addresses barriers to digital inclusion
· Value for money 
· Sustainability 


For bids that are successful, an award letter will be sent including details regarding receipt of payment and communication & marketing information. Please send the business bank account details ahead of the specified deadline to ensure prompt payment.
The provider will have full responsibility of their planned initiative and will undertake the development and coordination of this.


Following delivery of digital inclusion initiatives we will reach out to successful bidders who have delivered an activity to gather feedback for evaluation and benefits realisation.

Further information, please contact:
Wakefielddigitalinclusion@wakefield.gov.uk 






















Information Required on form: WSDI Grant Programme Application Form


Consent 
The person completing the WSDI Grant Form on behalf of a VCSE Organisation must consent to the use of their personal information, to allow Wakefield Council to contact them regarding their application and communicate the decision of their bid.

Good Things Foundation
Bids can only be accepted from VCSE Organisation who are members of the Good Things Foundation’s National Digital Inclusion network. If not members, please contact Greg Stringer at wakefielddigitalinclusion@wakefield.gov.uk who can assist VCSE organisations to register to the network for free.
Wakefield Council is happy to support VCSE organisations to register for Good Things Foundation National Digital Inclusion Network.

Wakefield Digital Inclusion 
Bids can only be accepted from VCSE Organisations who are members of the Wakefield Social Digital Inclusion group, an alliance of organisations working together to bring expertise and resources from across the Wakefield district to help engage and support those who are digitally excluded. If you are not part of this network, please contact Greg Stringer at wakefielddigitalinclusion@wakefield.gov.uk who can assist VCSE organisations to register to the network for free.
Wakefield’s Digital Support Directory is a published mapped directory of digital support across the district which can be then used to signpost service users to digital support in their local area. You can add your organisation to Wakefield’s Directory, if not already registered, using this form: Digital Support Directory - Register - About this Form - Self
Full Name – The full name of the person submitting the bid form and point of contact on behalf of the potential recipient organisation. 
Contact Number – A phone number which the person submitting the bid form could be contacted on.
Email Address – An email address which the person submitting the bid form could be contacted on.



Organisation Name – The name of the Voluntary, Community or Social Enterprise organisation bidding for the grant.
Organisation Address – The registered address of the Voluntary, Community or Social Enterprise organisation bidding for the grant.
Initiative title – The name of the Digital Inclusion initiative you are proposing to deliver.
Digital Inclusion Action Plan areas of focus - Please tick all areas your initiative is proposing to address.
Initiative Description – In 500 words or less, please describe the proposed Initiative and the objectives this aims to achieve. Please include a digital inclusion challenge this aims to address, explain why intervention is needed, and outline the expected outcomes of the initiative.
Logistics – Please outline where and when your initiative will be delivered. 
· All activities must be delivered by Tuesday 31st March 26.
· All activities must take place within the Wakefield District.
Target Audience – From the list provided please indicate at least one of the key demographics which will benefit from your proposed initiative. Will this be open to the general public or only current and active service users? Please give an indication of expected footfall / reach.
Amount of funding requested – Please indicate how much of the £2000 grant you are requesting and provide an outline forecast of what the money will be spent on.
Evaluation and Impact – Following delivery of the proposed digital inclusion initiative; the Council will send successful grant recipients an evaluation form to understand the impact of the funded activity for the community and a case study template to show how it benefitted a resident.
Monitoring and Evaluation – Please outline your plans to monitor and evaluate the success of your proposed initiative. 
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