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SETAREH is excited to present the 13th edition of Genius Loci. For this edition, Genius Loci sets
its sights on Berlin. The exhibition features 13 artists who are active in the young Berlin arts scene,
bringing their individual qualities and resonances forward.

There are few cities that have spent as much time being declared finished as Berlin. Yet each time
its cultural vitality has been called into question, it has reasserted itself. Not through institutional
policies, but through the artists who continued to work within it. The past year has once again
tested that resilience. Funding cuts, the closure of established spaces and a change in the city's
cultural leadership have prompted renewed debate over Berlin's future as an artistic centre. It is a
familiar conversation. What has always sustained the city has rarely been stability, but rather the
accessibility of studios, the ease with which communities form, and a creative culture that has
long treated uncertainty as fertile ground.

It is into this Berlin that Genius Loci arrives for its thirteenth edition, which is the first edition to
be staged in the German capital.

Founded at SETAREH's Dusseldorf gallery in 2013, Genius Loci has explored the spirit of place
through emerging artists for over a decade. Borrowing its title from the Roman notion of the
protective spirit inhabiting a location, the series has travelled beyond its origins in Disseldorf. For
Genius Loci XllI, the exhibition gathers the artists Vasil Berela, Johannes Bosisio, Jascha Froh,
Lisa Gotze, Lara Koch, Merlin Luczynski, Anja Rausch, Richard Roberts, Alec Ross, Alex See,
Julian Simon, Jill Winnie and Marco Zebrowski. This year, the exhibition is curated by the Berlin
artist Allistair Walter, marking his first curatorial project.

Allistair Walter's reading of Berlin is both precise and refreshingly unsentimental. The city, he
writes, ,serves less as the exhibition’s subject than as its condition.” Berlin as a set of forces
instead of as a backdrop is a place that is ,continually shaped by transition, negotiation, and
reinvention,” where artists have learned that ,instabilitiy” does not reproach ,possability.” It is
precisely this disposition that has long defined Berlin's creative life. From the years following
reunification, when artists occupied abandoned industrial buildings and transformed them into
studios, to the present moment, the city’s greatest resource has never been permanence but the
freedom to invent within conditions of change. What can appear as uncertainty has, time and
time again, become space for new forms of artistic practice.

That space is, above all, a shared one. Walter describes the gathering of thirteen artists for the
thirteenth edition not as a symbolic gesture, but as the community that is found in a generation
of artists who are at the same place, at the same time — and though circumstance has brought
them together, commonality is not a coincidence. His selection emerged through a sense of like—
mindedness, rather than through a pre—determined theme. It is an apt way for Genius Loci to
begin its presence in Berlin: not by making a blanket statement about the city, but by joining the
conversations that have always given it life.

For Genius Loci XllI, Allistair Walter writes:

“Genius Loci—the spirit of a place—is often understood as something inherent to a location. But
perhaps the spirit of a place is never fixed. Perhaps it only comes into being through the people,
works, and encounters that temporarily inhabit it.
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“Rather than proposing a shared aesthetic or a unified theme, this exhibition follows a shared
sensibility. The selected artists each approach questions of time, memory, materiality, and
perception in different ways, yet many of the works exist in a state of suspension—between
presence and absence, completion and becoming, certainty and ambiguity. They resist fixed
meanings and instead construct atmospheres that remain deliberately open.

“Berlin serves less as the exhibition’s subject than as its condition. A city continually shaped by
transition, negotiation, and reinvention, it provides a fitting context for a generation of artists
whose practices embrace instability not as crisis, but as possibility.

“As my first curatorial project, the selection emerged less from a predefined concept than from a
series of affinities. These are artists whose practices | feel genuinely connected to—works that
share a sensitivity toward the elusive, the unresolved, and the intangible. The exhibition therefore
becomes not an attempt to define the spirit of a place, but to briefly make it perceptible.

“The thirteenth edition of Genius Loci brings together thirteen emerging artists. Less as a
symbolic gesture than as a snapshot of a generation inhabiting a particular moment—one in
which uncertainty, change, and openness are not obstacles, but the conditions from which new
artistic languages emerge.”
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