Why Booster Club Oversight is a Win for Booster Clubs

How annual registration and transparent records help your club thrive

A guide for booster club volunteers, shared by your school district

If you volunteer for a booster club, you already know the truth: nothing happens for student
programs without you. The concession stands, the travel funds, the new uniforms, the senior
banquets. Parents like you make it all possible, usually on top of full-time jobs and busy family
schedules.

That is exactly why your school district is asking booster clubs to register each year and keep
transparent financial records. This is not about adding red tape or second-guessing your work. It is
about protecting the people who volunteer, protecting the money families donate, and making sure
every dollar raised for students actually reaches students.

Here is what annual registration and transparent records do for your club.
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ﬂ They protect you, the volunteer

.

Most booster volunteers do not realize that serving as an officer can carry personal risk. When a
club's protections have lapsed, an injury at a fundraiser, a missed IRS filing, or even a simple
bookkeeping mistake can land on the shoulders of individual parents.

Think of annual registration as a yearly checklist. Working through it confirms that the things that
keep your club compliant and protected are actually in place, such as:
+ 501(c)(3) status, confirming your nonprofit standing and IRS filings are up to date

* Insurance coverage, including general liability for your events and protection for the officers
making decisions in good faith

+ Bylaws and financial policies, the ground rules that keep your club consistent from year to
year

Most volunteers have never been told these items need to be checked, and nobody expects a
parent stepping up to run concessions to know it instinctively. Registration puts the checklist in front
of your board every year, so nothing important quietly lapses.

The takeaway: Annual registration is a yearly checklist that catches the things nobody knew to
check, protecting both the volunteers and the club.



They give your club a system of record

Booster club officers change almost every year. When a treasurer moves on after their student

graduates, too often the passwords, bank contacts, vendor relationships, and hard-won lessons
leave with them. The next board starts over from a shoebox of receipts and a half-remembered
login.

Transparent, centralized records mean your club's knowledge belongs to the club, not to whoever
happens to hold the binder this year. New officers step into organized books, documented
processes, and a clear financial history.

The takeaway: Transitions that used to take a full season happen in an afternoon, and each
board builds on the last one's progress.

£) They stop unauthorized fundraising in its tracks

It happens more than you might think: a fundraising page or spirit wear store pops up online using
your team's name, and the money never reaches your students. Sometimes it is a well-meaning
parent acting alone. Sometimes it is an overzealous fundraising company that sets up a page in
your booster club's name with no way for the funds to ever get to you.

When your club is registered with the district, families and administrators have a clear way to
identify recognized organizations and verify whether fundraising activity is legitimate. A
questionable page or store can be checked before anyone gives, and you have standing to shut
down anything operating in your students' name without permission.

The takeaway: Registration protects your club's good name and keeps donations flowing to the
real thing.

) They make sure money raised for students gets to students

The overwhelming majority of booster volunteers are honest, generous people. But booster clubs
handle real money, often with cash at the gate and a single person holding the checkbook, and that
combination has made clubs across the country targets for theft and fraud. When it happens,
students lose their funding and a community loses its trust.

Transparent records are one of the simplest safeguards a club can put in place. When every
transaction is visible, when more than one person can see the books, and when reports are shared
regularly, honest volunteers are protected from suspicion and bad actors have nowhere to hide.

The takeaway: Transparency is not an accusation. It is what lets everyone sleep at night.



’ They give you clear rules of the road

Most booster club problems are not caused by bad intentions. They are caused by uncertainty. Can
we pay a coach a stipend? Who signs off on a large purchase? What do we file with the IRS, and
when? Without clear guidelines, every board has to guess, and guessing is how well-meaning clubs
end up out of compliance.

Annual registration connects your club to your district's expectations for governance and operations:
how funds are handled, how decisions are approved, and what gets reported.

The takeaway: Clear guidelines mean fewer surprises, fewer disputes, and a lot less stress for
the volunteers doing the work.

The bottom line

Annual registration and transparent records are not hurdles. They are the foundation that lets your
booster club do more: raise more with confidence, hand off leadership without losing momentum,
and show every family in your community that their money is going exactly where they intended:
straight to the students.

You give your time so students can have opportunities. Registration and transparency make sure
that qift is protected.
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