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Order Of Worship 
Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols 

December 24, 2025 
 
 
*Processional | Once In Royal David’s City 
 

Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed 
Mary was that mother mild 
Jesus Christ her little child 
 
He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all 
And His shelter was a stable 
And His cradle was a stall 
With the poor, oppressed and lowly 
Lived on earth our Savior holy 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love 
For that child, so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above 
And He leads His children along 
To the place that He is gone 
 

Music and Lyrics: Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander, William Donoghue 
 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
(To be concluded with the Lord’s Prayer) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
*congregation stands 

 
 



 

*Carol | Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 
 

Gloria 
In excelsis Deo 
Gloria 
In excelsis Deo 

 
Shepherds why this jubilee 
Why your joyous strains prolong 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav'nly song 
 

Chorus 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord the newborn King 
 

Chorus 
 
See Him in a manger laid 
Whom the choirs of angels praise 
Mary Joseph lend your aid 
While our hearts in love we raise 
 

Chorus 
 

Music and Lyrics: Edward Shippen Barnes, James Chadwick 
 
 

 

 
 



 

First Lesson | Genesis 3:8-15 
God pronounces judgment on Satan and promises grace to Adam and Eve announcing the 
coming of a Savior from the seed of the woman who will crush Satan’s head. 
 
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But 
the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”  
10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”  
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 
 

“Because you have done this, 
     cursed are you above all livestock 
     and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
     and dust you shall eat 
     all the days of your life. 

15 ​ I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
     and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall crush your head, 
     and you shall strike his heel.” 

 
 

 

 
 



 

*Carol | Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 

Come Thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find our rest in Thee 
Israel's strength and consolation 
Hope of all the earth Thou art 
Dear desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart 
 
Joy to those who long to see thee 
Day-spring from on high appear 
Come thou promised Rod of Jesse 
Of Thy birth we long to hear 
O'er the hills the angels singing 
News glad tidings of a birth 
Go to him your praises bringing 
Christ the Lord has come to earth 
 
Come to earth to taste our sadness 
He whose glories knew no end 
By his life he brings us gladness 
Our Redeemer Shepherd Friend 
Leaving riches without number 
Born within a cattle stall 
This the everlasting wonder 
Christ was born Lord of all 
 
Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne 
 

Music and Lyrics: Charles Wesley, Mark E. Hunt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

*Second Lesson | Isaiah 7:14; 9:2, 6-7 
God promises his people that the line of David will not be broken; the Christ child will come to 
reign over his kingdom. 
 

714 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. 
 
92 The people who walked in darkness 
​ have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
​ on them has light shone… 
6 For to us a child is born, 
​ to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
​ and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
​ Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
​ there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
​ to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
​ from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
 

 

 
 



 

*Carol | O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny 
From depths of Hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o'er the grave 
 

Chorus 
 
O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
 

Chorus 
 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
In ancient times did'st give the Law, 
In cloud, and majesty and awe. 
​  

/Chorus/ 
 

Music and Lyrics: John Mason Neale, Thomas Helmore  

 
 



 

Third Lesson | Micah 5:2-5 
God reveals that the Christ child will be born in Bethlehem, the city of David, as this promised 
child will be a greater David; indeed David’s Lord, the King of kings.  
 
2​ But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

     who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
     one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

             whose coming forth is from of old, 
     from ancient days. 

3           Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
     when she who is in labor has given birth; 

              then the rest of his brothers shall return 
     to the people of Israel. 

4​ And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of    
             the Lord, 

     in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
     to the ends of the earth. 

5 ​ And he shall be their peace. 
 
 
*Carol | Away in A Manger 
 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes 
I love Thee Lord Jesus look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle 'til morning is nigh 
 
Be near me Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there 
 

Music and Lyrics: ames Ramsey Murray, John Thomas McFarland, Martin Luther 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Fourth Lesson | Luke 1:26-38 
The angel of the Lord appears to the virgin Mary and announces the miraculous conception of 
the Christ child that she will bear. 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing 
will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 
 
 

 

 
 



 

*Carol | It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

It came up-on the midnight clear 
That glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold 
Peace on the earth, good will to men 
From heaven's all gracious King 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 

 
Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled 
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world 
A-bove its sad and lowly plains 
Old echoes plaintive ring 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 

 
O ye, be-neath life's crushing load 
Whose forms are bending low 
Who toil a-long the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow 
Look now for glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing 
O rest be-side the weary road 
And hear the angels sing. 
 

Music and Lyrics: Edmund Hamilton Sears, Richard Storrs Willis 
 

 
 



 

Fifth Lesson | Matthew 1:18-25 
The angel of the Lord appears to  Joseph and announces the miraculous conception of the Christ 
child that Mary will bear. 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And 
her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  
21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
 
23   ​ “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
​ and they shall call his name Immanuel”  
 
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but 
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 
name Jesus. 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

*Carol | Joy To The World 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And Heaven and nature sing 
And Heaven and nature sing 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing 
 
Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders, of His love 
 

Music and Lyrics: George Frederic Handel, Isaac Watts 
 
 

 

 
 



 

Sixth Lesson | Luke 2:1-20 
The angel of the Lord appears to announce the birth of Jesus to shepherds tending their flocks. 
Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Adam and Eve and Abraham and David and all God’s 
people. He is the Christ child, Immanuel, King of kings. 
 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to 
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And 
while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 
 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made 
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.  
18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  
19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

 

 
 



 

*Carol | Hark The Herald Angels Sing 
 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail th'incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings 
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 

Come Desire of nations come 
Fix in us Thy humble home 
Rise the woman's conqu’ring seed 
Bruise in us the serpent's head 
Adam’s likeness now efface 
Stamp Thine image in its place 
Second Adam from above 
Reinstate us in Thy love 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 

Music and Lyrics: Felix Mendelssohn, Charles Wesley 

 
 



 

*Seventh Lesson | Matthew 2:1-12 
Magi come from Babylon, a faithful remnant of the Jews who had been taken away in captivity for 
70 years, to worship the newborn King of the Jews. 
 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to 
be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet: 
 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 
from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. 
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy.  
11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 
 
 
 
Preaching of the Word | Rev. Blake Arnoult 
 
“The Advent Child” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

*Carol | O Holy Night 
 

O holy night the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
 

Fall on your knees 
O hear the angel voices 
O night divine 
O night when Christ was born 
 

Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother 
And in His name all oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us praise His holy name 

 
Christ is the Lord 
O praise His name forever 
His power and glory 
evermore proclaim 
 
Fall on your knees 
O hear the angel voices 
O night divine 
O night when Christ was born 
 
O night divine 
O night O night divine 

 

Music and Lyrics: John Sullivan Dwight, Placide Cappeau, Kurtis Parks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Eighth Lesson | John 1:1-14 
John begins his gospel account unfolding the great mystery of the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
- God who took on flesh to save his people that we would be born again to eternal life. 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light. 
 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,  
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God. 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

*Carol | O Come All Ye Faithful 
 

O Come All Ye Faithful 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, 
Born the King of Angels; 
 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens of Heaven above 
Glory to God, glory in the highest; 
 

Chorus 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given. 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
 

Chorus 
 

Music and Lyrics: Frederick Oakeley, John Francis Wade 
 
 
*Pastoral Prayer 
  
 

 

 
 



 

*Carol | Silent Night 
 

Silent night holy night 
All is calm all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 
 
Silent night holy night 
Son of God love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
 
Silent night holy night 
Wondrous star lend thy light 
With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 
 

Music and Lyrics: Franz Xaver Gruber, John Freeman Young, Joseph Mohr 
 
 
*Benediction | Revelation 22:20, 21 | Blake Arnoult 
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our heads. We lift 
them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent out as participants in 
his mission to the city of man. 
 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
21​ The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 
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