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Order Of Worship 
October 4, 2026 

 
*Call to Worship | Revelation 1:5-6 | Rev. Blake Arnoult 
God invites and calls us into his presence to worship him. 
 

5 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood  
6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
*Song of Adoration | More Love To Thee 
We begin by responding with praise to God for who he is and for what he does.  
 

More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee! 
Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee. 
This is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ, to Thee; 
More love, More love, More love to Thee, 
More love, more love, to Thee! 
 
Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest; 
Now Thee alone I seek, give what is best. 
This all my prayer shall be: More love, O Christ to Thee; 
More love, more love, more love to Thee! 
More love, more love, to Thee 
 
Then shall my latest breath whisper Thy praise; 
This be the parting cry my heart shall raise; 
This still its prayer shall be: More love, O Christ to Thee; 
More love, More love, more love to Thee! 
More love, More love, more love to Thee! 
More love, More love to Thee 
 

Music and Lyrics: Elizabeth Payson Prentiss, Kevin Twit 
 
 

 



 

*Confession of Faith | Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q.101 & 
Q.102 
With the church in history we confess a basic statement of what Christians believe.      
 

What do we pray for in the first petition of the Lord’s Prayer? 
In the first petition, which is, Hallowed be thy name, we pray that 
God would enable us, and others, to glorify him in all that whereby 
he makes himself known; and that he would dispose all things to 
his own glory.  
 
What do we pray for in the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer? 
In the second petition, which is, Thy kingdom come, we pray that 
Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed; and that the kingdom of grace 
may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, and kept 
in it; and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened. 

 



 

*Song of Confession | We Lift Our Eyes (Psalm 102) 
Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs are simply prayers that are sung. We respond in repentance 
and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 
 

“Mercy, mercy,” we cry out. 
Turn an ear, Lord, when we call. 
From Heaven’s holy height, look down 
To an earth after a fall. 
 

Isn’t it you who has justified? 
Hung on a cross for a wicked bride. 
To you, O Lord, we lift our eyes 
Isn’t it you who is glorified? 
Paid for our sins with a holy price. 
To you, O Lord, we lift our eyes. 

 
Bitter wine and ash for bread. 
Are you with us in this place? 
Our days, like evening shadows, end. 
Have you turned away your face? 
 

Chorus 
 
All our days pass away. 
But you, O Lord, shall remain. 
 

Chorus 
 

Music and Lyrics: Rivan Bennevendo 
 
 

 



 

Confession of Sin | Psalm 32:1-5 
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but we do so in 
light of the grace offered in Jesus. 
 

1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
       whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, 
        and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 
3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
        through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
        my strength was dried as by the heat of summer.  
 
5 I acknowledged my sin to you, 
        and I did not cover my iniquity; 
   I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 
        and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon | Romans 8:35, 37-39 | Rev. Blake Arnoult 
The good news of the gospel is that we are forgiven in Jesus Christ. This assurance is based on 
God’s words of promise and it is therefore certain. 
 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword?… 
 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels 
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 



 

*Song of Response | I Stand Amazed 
We respond in repentance and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 
 

I stand amazed in the presence  
Of Jesus the Nazarene, 
And wonder how He could love me,  
A sinner condemned, unclean. 
 

How marvelous! How wonderful!  
And my song shall ever be: 
How marvelous! How wonderful!  
Is my Savior’s love for me! 

 
For me it was in the garden,  
He prayed: “Not my will, but Thine.” 
He had no tears for His own griefs,  
But sweat-drops of blood for mine. 
 

Chorus 
 
He took my sins and my sorrows,  
He made them His very own; 
He bore the burden to Calvary,  
And suffered, and died alone. 
 

Chorus 
 
When with the ransomed in glory  
His face I at last shall see, 
’Twill be my joy through the ages  
To sing of His love for me. 
 

Chorus 
 

Music and Lyrics: Charles Hutchison Gabriel 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We offer our gratitude to God in prayer in response to his gifts and blessings to his people and 
ask that he make us faithful managers of these gifts. 

 



 

Song of Thanks | Before The Throne Of God Above 
As we offer our prayers so we also offer up our thanks in song. 
 

Before the throne of God above, 
I have a strong, a perfect plea, 
A great High Priest whose name is Love 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart; 
I know that while in heav'n He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 

 
When Satan tempts me to despair, 
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, 
My sinful soul is counted free; 
For God, the Just, is satisfied 
To look on him and pardon me. 
To look on him and pardon me. 

 
Behold him there! the risen Lamb, 
My perfect, spotless Righteousness, 
The great unchangeable I AM, 
The King of glory and of grace! 
One with Himself I cannot die, 
My soul is purchased by His blood; 
My life is hid with Christ on high, 
With Christ, my Savior and my God 
With Christ, my Savior and my God 
 

Music and Lyrics: Charitie Lees Bancroft, Vikki Cook 

 
 

 



 

Prayer for Christ’s Church | The Lord’s Prayer 
We lift up our requests to God knowing that he hears us when we pray. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
*Reading of Scripture | Daniel 6:1-28 | Rev. Blake Arnoult 
God reveals himself and his work and speaks to us his people through his Word. 
 
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be 
throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and over them three high officials, 
of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give 
account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel 
became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, 
because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set 
him over the whole kingdom. 4 Then the high officials and the 
satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with 
regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint 
or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found 
in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for 
complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the 
law of his God.” 
 
6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the 
king and said to him, “O King Darius, live forever! 7 All the high 
officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the 
counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should 
establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever 
makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O 
king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the 
injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, 
according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot 
be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the document and 
injunction. 
 

 



 

10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to 
his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward 
Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed 
and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 11 Then 
these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition 
and plea before his God. 12 Then they came near and said before the 
king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an 
injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within 
thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” 
The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to 
the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.”  
13 Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel, who is one 
of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the 
injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a 
day.” 
 
14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed 
and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went 
down to rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement to the 
king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes 
and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king 
establishes can be changed.” 
 
16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into 
the den of lions. The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom 
you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone was brought and 
laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own 
signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be 
changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his palace and 
spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep 
fled from him. 
 
19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den 
of lions. 20 As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried 
out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve 
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel 
said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and 
shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was 
found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have 



 

done no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and 
commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was 
taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, 
because he had trusted in his God. 24 And the king commanded, and 
those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and 
cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And 
before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered 
them and broke all their bones in pieces. 
 

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages 
that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a 
decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel, 
 
     for he is the living God, 
          enduring forever; 
     his kingdom shall never be destroyed, 
          and his dominion shall be to the end. 
27  He delivers and rescues; 
          he works signs and wonders 
          in heaven and on earth, 
     he who has saved Daniel 
          from the power of the lions.” 
 
28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign 
of Cyrus the Persian. 
 
 
Pastor: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
 
The Preaching of the Word | Rev. Blake Arnoult 
 

“Daniel and the Lion’s Den” 
Daniel: Visions of Things Unseen 
 
 
Pastoral Prayer | Rev. Blake Arnoult  



 

Sacrament of Communion 
Sacraments are visible signs of the invisible grace of God - what Christ does by his 
Holy Spirit within us. Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist), as 
the distribution of the elements of bread and wine, symbolizes a meal. Communion is 
a sign of fellowship. That sign signifies more than just the future heavenly fellowship 
that is to come. The outward sign signifies the inner reality that sinners already 
experience fellowship with God in the Spirit because of Jesus. Communion is not a 
meal for good people. It functions as a renewing seal to desperate sinners of that 
fellowship we have with our holy and gracious God. 
 
You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian we encourage you to 
spend this time in reflection on what you’ve seen and heard in the worship. Children 
who have not received their first communion are welcome and encouraged to come 
forward with their families to witness their partaking. We invite children who are 
ready to make a public profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the 
elders, and thus become “communicants” at the Lord’s Table.  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 
Pastor: Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Hallelujah!  
Pastor: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah!  
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.  
Pastor: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Please let an usher know if it is difficult for you to come forward. We would be 
happy to serve you at your seat. All communion bread is gluten-free. All 
communion wine is made from  grape juice. 
 
A communion prayer for those searching for the truth: 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. 
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me. Give me an 
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that 
you promise. Amen. 



 

Communion Song | How Great Thou Art 
We celebrate our communion in faith and song. 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 
 
​ Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
​ How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
​ Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
​ How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 
And when I think that God, His Son, not sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 
​ Chorus 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art. 
 
​ Chorus 
 

Music and Lyrics: Stuart Hine 
 
 

 



 

*Departing Song | Gloria Patri 
We begin to end in faith and song. 
 

Glory be to the Father 
And to the Son 
And to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning 
Is now and ever shall be 
World without end. 
Amen, amen. 
 

Music and Lyrics: Henry Wellington Greatorex 
 
 
*Benediction | Revelation 1:4-5 | Rev. Blake Arnoult 
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our heads. We lift 
them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent out as participants in 
his mission to the city of man. 
 

4 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is 
to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 
the ruler of kings on earth.  



Cornerstone asks its members and visitors to observe the following guidelines set forth by
A.D. Players while in the auditorium space:

No food or drink other than water | No standing on chairs | No stage access |
Use only the writing utensils provided in the Lobby by Cornerstone

Cornerstone loves our children, and we encourage parents to bring children of all ages into
the worship service. We do ask for your help to ensure children observe these guidelines.
Special A.D. Players approved dry erase crayons are available in the Lobby for our children
to use during the worship service.

Calendar and Announcements Page
We encourage you to visit Church Center or our website to view
our calendar of gatherings and events! You can also find us on
the Church Center app to stay up to date with our weekly and
monthly events!

Let Us Know You’re Here!
Welcome, visitors! We are so glad to have you with us this
morning! Please scan the QR code below to let us know you’re
here, or visit our website at cornerstonehouston.com.

Serving
We rely on the willing hearts and bodies of our members to be
the hands and feet of Christ for his church on Sunday mornings.
Please take the time to sign up to serve this spring through
Church Center! We need volunteers for all positions from setup,
to nursery, to breakdown each Sunday in the coming months. 

Giving
Scan the QR code below to see different ways to give!
*Please Note: An additional fee is charged per transaction for online giving. 
Please consider adding this fee to your total contribution in order to help us
cover it: Credit/Debit Cards: 2.9% + $0.30/transaction; American Express: 4% +
$0.30/transaction; and Bank Transfer (ACH): 1% + $0.30/transaction.



Announcements

Sunday Student Studies
Covenants
Sunday, October 18, 9 AM
A.D. Players at the George Theater

Our Sunday Student Studies will not meet next Sunday! We will resume our
series on The Covenants the following Sunday, October 18!

Women’s Weekly Study
Wednesday, October 7, 10:30 AM
Home of Marion Wade

We tend to think Romans is intimidating and scary because there’s so
much serious theology in it. All the while the world does not take our
theology seriously, but instead thinks Jesus and the gospel about a
crucified savior is a joke. Part of how we need to approach Romans
therefore is seeing Paul point up the absurdity of evil and the devil and
death and everything that sets itself up in opposition to Jesus. Paul is not
ashamed to hold this gospel out to anyone who wants it.

Monthly Bible Studies
Women’s Monthly Study
Tuesday, October 6, 7 PM
Home of Susan Arnoult

What do the Old Testament judges have to do with us today? They were
unlikely heroes that God raised up to deliver his forgetful people from idols
of the world. Through this study, we’ll expose the danger of history
repeating itself in the church and remember how the ultimate Judge was
sent to deliver his church.

Men’s Monthly Study
Friday, October 9, 7 AM
Bean and Bottle



Announcements

The Story of Our Time: Living in a World Created by God
An Evening with Dr. Michael Horton and Dr. Richard Lints
Sunday, November 8, 6:15 PM
A.D. Players at the George Theater

What are the questions the church is asking today? What are the questions
our neighbors are asking today? Cornerstone invites you to an evening
with senior theologians Dr. Richard Lints and his dear friend, Dr. Michael
Horton. They’ll show us how the story of the gospel intersects and
challenges the stories of our culture: stories about identity, freedom,
happiness, and truth.

Please note, this is an evening for adults. 

Scan the QR code to register! 



 

Cornerstone Kids 
What in the world is…? 

 
Hymns, Praise Songs? 
Singing loudly is not just something we do in the shower. God gave us 
voices to sing about how awesome he is! 
 
Confession? 
God wants to hear what we did wrong. Tell him! He not only listens, he also 
forgives. 
 
Prayer? 
God cares so much for us that he taught us to pray. He wants us to know 
what to pray for and also how to pray. How amazing is that? Take a look in 
your parents’ bulletin to check it out! 
 
The Offering? 
Ever wonder why we put money in that basket being passed around? God 
wants us to give to him and his church in joy as an act of worship!  
 
The Sermon? 
This is when the pastor helps us understand what God is telling us in the 
Bible. And the Bible is God’s word! 
 
Communion? 
Communion is when we celebrate what Jesus did for us on the cross. We 
say the bread represents Jesus’ body and the wine represents Jesus’ blood. 
Weird huh? And awesome. It means Jesus is really spiritually present with 
us in the Lord's Supper by the power of the Holy Spirit. And when we eat the 
bread and drink the wine God nourishes our spirits!!! Who gets to take 
communion? Those who believe in Jesus and have shared their faith with 
the leaders in the church. 
 
Benediction? 
This is the end of the church service where everyone receives God’s 
blessing. Isn’t it awesome that God shares this blessing with us? 



 

 
 

 
 

I covenant to you, as my Father covenanted to me, a kingdom. 
Luke 22:29 
 
 
 

 
 

Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery? 
 
God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some 
to everlasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of 
the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an estate of salvation by 
a Redeemer. 
 
 
 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 



kids’ Corner
"Slay the Goliath in your l ife." "Conquer your own Canaanites."
“Dare to be a Daniel!” Have you heard a phrase l ike this before?

Daniel was thrown into a den of l ions because he refused to stop
praying to God. But miraculously God sent his angel to shut up
the mouths of the l ions and saved Daniel!  

So is Daniel just an example to be fol lowed? Just be strong, be
brave l ike Daniel? A lot of people think the story about Daniel and
the l ions teaches us that God saves Daniel because Daniel is
good. But that’s not r ight.

This story teaches us that God had already saved Daniel BEFORE
the l ion’s den. Daniel bel ieved that God had already saved him
whether Daniel died with the l ions or not. The miracle of the
angel saving Daniel,  the miracle of Daniel coming up out of the pit
of death is real ly a picture of what Daniel already believed about
God. Daniel bel ieved God real ly does have power over death. God
really wil l  get you out of the grave. God has the power over those
lions. God has power over those maneaters proving God can save
his people from any trouble, even death. 

What this teaches us is to trust God’s salvation. Put your faith in
Jesus who real ly did die, he real ly was buried, and he real ly was
raised from the dead. And because Jesus died for you, he real ly
wil l  get you out of the grave too. When you believe that then you
too wil l  be able to hold onto God and stay faithful even when you
have to face trouble. And the best best news is even when we fai l
to be faithful,  Jesus always remains faithful to us. Remember
Jesus has already beaten your sin and death for you and nothing
can take that salvation away!



write or draw something you heard in the sermon

what are we learning about
God from this passage?

New words I heard today

Kids’ Corner



Kids’ Corner



Kids’ Corner



Kids’ Corner



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAYS, 10 AM 
A.D. PLAYERS AT THE GEORGE THEATER 
5420 Westheimer Rd, Houston, TX 77056 

www.cornerstonehouston.com  
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