
Candidate Introductions for the 2025 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Elections

The 2025 Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’  primary election is set for the first Tues-
day in October, Oct. 7, 2025. The top two candidates from the primary election will 
move forward for the general election set for the first Tuesday in November, Nov. 4, 

2025. This year’s election includes the governor/lieutenant governor seats, legislative 
seats for Cheyenne District 2, Cheyenne District 4, Arapaho District 1 and Arapaho 
District 2.

Governor/Lieutenant Governor Candidates:
Incumbents: Reggie Wassana / Hershel Gorham

I, Reggie Len Wassana, 
am announcing my candida-
cy for the position of Gov-
ernor of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes.

I was raised in the Deer 
Creek Indian Community, 
located north of Weather-
ford, Okla., on the original 
allotment of my grandpar-
ents. My parents were the 
late Truman and Rose (Yel-
lowEagle) Wassana, and my 
grandparents include Susie 
(Pratt) and Chester Wassana, 
as well as Leonard and Lena 
Abbie (Big Bear) YellowEa-
gle. I have a son named 
Christian Wassana.

After completing my ed-
ucation at Weatherford High 
School in 1986, I pursued a 
bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration at the 
University of Oklahoma, 
and Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University. My profes-
sional journey began with 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes, where I worked as a 
planner and later in the Busi-
ness Manager’s office. From 
1996 until 2011, I served as 

the executive director of the 
Tribal Housing Authority. I 
then took on the role of ca-
sino manager for the Dela-
ware Nation before becom-
ing executive director for the 
Caddo and Comanche Tribal 
Housing Authorities. In Jan-
uary 2016 I was elected as 
the legislator for Cheyenne 
District 3 and served as the 
Speaker of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho 6th Legislature 
for two years. I was sworn 
in as the fourth Governor 
of the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes on Jan. 6, 2018, 
and subsequently as the fifth 
Governor on Jan. 1, 2022.

Throughout my ten-
ure, our administration has 
achieved significant produc-
tivity and stability. The tribe 
has enhanced its reputation 
at all governmental levels, 
including city, state and fed-
eral. We have consistently 
received unmodified audit 
opinions from 2019 to 2022 
which is the highest possible 
audit rating. Furthermore, 
we have experienced ongo-
ing employment growth and 

stable revenue. We success-
fully managed the challeng-
es posed by the pandemic. 
Strong leadership will be 
essential to navigate the cur-
rent U.S. administration’s 
budget cuts, which have a 
direct impact on the tribes. 
As I mentioned during the 
2018 inauguration, “We are 
all going to work hard, work 
together, and get things done. 
And no one is going to do but 
us!” We are committed to ad-
vancing the tribes’ progress 
and would greatly appreciate 
your continued support.

Reggie Wassana

I, Hershel Gorham, am 
announcing my candidacy 
for the position of Lieutenant 
Governor of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes.

Serving our tribal citizens 
and communities in a lead-
ership capacity has been one 
of the greatest honors of my 
life. Serving alongside Gov. 
Reggie Wassana has been 
both rewarding and challeng-
ing.

We hit the ground run-
ning in 2018 and have never 
stopped. Guiding the tribes 
through the COVID pan-
demic that started in 2020 

was extremely challenging, 
but I am pleased with the 
outcome and watching as our 
communities all rose to the 
challenge.

My greatest reward is 
knowing that the decisions 
we made have set up success 
for our tribes and citizens for 
the next seven generations.

We continue to thrive, 
both culturally and economi-
cally. As always, we continue 
to put our youth, elders and 
Veterans first. I look forward 
to continuing to serve as your 
Lieutenant Governor for the 
next four years.  

Hershel Gorham

Cornell Sankey / Denny Medicinebird
Cornell Sankey is a proud 

citizen of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes and a life-
long public servant dedicated 
to building a stronger, more 
sovereign future for all trib-
al citizens. With deep roots 
in our communities and a 
legacy grounded in service, 
Cornell brings integrity, 
experience and a heartfelt 
commitment to the people he 
hopes to serve as Governor.

Cornell is the son of the 
late Milton Clarence Sankey 
and was raised in the Ham-
mon, Weatherford, Canton, 
Watonga and El Reno tribal 
communities by his mother, 
Ima Jean Whiteskunk. He 
honors the sacrifices of his 
mother, a single parent who 
worked hard to raise him and 
his brothers with strength 
and values rooted in the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho tra-
ditions.

He is a first-generation 
college graduate who has 
never stopped learning. Cor-
nell earned his Associate of 
Arts degree in business ad-
ministration from Redlands 
Community College, his 

Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration/Finance from 
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University. His aca-
demic and professional jour-
ney reflects a belief that edu-
cation is key to our collective 
success.

Cornell’s background 
bridges tribal traditions and 
policy with modern leader-
ship. He gained early inspi-
ration from his grandmother, 
Mary El Rive Whiteskunk. 
His path was further shaped 
by the values and service of 
his grandfather, WWII Vet-
eran Edward Whiteskunk, 
his uncle Warren Sankey, 
U.S.M.C. Korean War Veter-
an and cousin David Sankey, 
U.S.M.C. Vietnam Conflict 
Silver Star recipient. Cornell 
himself proudly served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps during 
the Gulf War, continuing a 
family legacy of defending 
and uplifting Native commu-
nities.

He brings to this cam-
paign a clear mission to 
rebuild trust in tribal lead-
ership, restore unity among 
our citizens, and advance 

opportunities for youth, vet-
erans and elder. With profes-
sional, cultural humility and 
a grounded sense of purpose, 
Cornell is ready to serval all 
tribal members with trans-
parency and accountability.

“Our ancestors endured, 
survived and overcame. 
Now it’s our turn to lead with 
courage and vision. The time 
to strengthen our sovereign-
ty, invest in our people and 
create lasting change is now. 
I humbly as for the support 
of all Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho citizens. Together we will 
move our tribes forward.”

Cornell Sankey

Denny MedicineBird, 
Cheyenne name Aenohe, 
meaning Hawk, is a proud 
citizen of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes, a U.S. Army 
veteran, and a dedicated 
public health advocate. His 
name, Aenohe, was given to 
him in his earliest years by 
his late great-grandfather, 
Joe White Antelope – a name 
that continues to carry spir-
itual strength, identity, and 
purpose in his journey of 
service.

He is the son of the late 
Murray MedicineBird and 
Stevette Mopope, and a di-
rect descendant of Chief 
White Antelope – whose sac-
rifice and prayers continue to 
guide Denny’s path. His lin-
eage and upbringing have in-
stilled in him a deep sense of 
responsibility to his people 
and a commitment to honor 
those who came before.

Denny holds a Master’s 
Degree in Public Health and 
has led initiatives across trib-
al health systems, focusing 

on culturally rooted preven-
tion, youth development, and 
wellness. He has served as a 
Veterans Services Coordina-
tor and Vice Chairman of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Vet-
erans Board, working tire-
lessly to improve conditions 
for Native veterans and their 
families.

As a former Army med-
ic who served in Operation 
Enduring Freedom, Denny 
brings firsthand knowledge 
of leadership, discipline, 
and sacrifice. He has applied 
these principles in civilian 
service-developing pro-
grams to combat substance 
use, secure health equity, 
and strengthen tribal capaci-
ty through grants and policy 
planning.

Denny’s campaign for 
Lieutenant Governor is 
grounded in community, 
culture, and transparent lead-
ership. He is committed to 
paving a leadership path for 
our youth, empowering our 
veterans, and ensuring our 

elders are honored, respect-
ed, and protected.

Now is the time for lead-
ership rooted in tradition 
and driven by action. The 
Sankey-MedicineBird team 
humbly asks all Cheyenne 
and Arapaho citizens for 
your encouragement and 
support – together, we can 
rise, heal, and move forward. 
The time to change is now.

Hohou-Nease!

Denny Medicinebird

Albert Old Crow / Amaris Sweezy
My name is Albert Old 

Crow and I’m running to 
be your next Governor of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes.

I was raised in Hammon, 
Okla., and now live in Col-
ony. For more than 10 years 
I served as chairperson of 
our annual Tribal Council 
meeting. People now me for 
keeping meetings fair and 
respectful where every voice 
could be head.

I’ve tried to live a life 
of service since I got sober 
almost 40 years ago. Since 
1996 I’ve co-hosted a Na-
tive American radio show, 
led sweat lodge ceremonies 
in federal prisons and helped 
support important tribal ef-
forts like buying land at Bear 
Butte, building the Hammon 
Casino and bringing elec-

tronic voting to our council 
meetings.

Today I serve as your 
Tribal Council coordinator. 
In that role I’ve kept my 
promise, I share weekly up-
dates, post quarterly spend-
ing reports and created a 
public dashboard to track 
resolutions. I also launched 
videos and podcasts to help 
tribal members learn how to 
write resolutions and take 
part in our government. I’ve 
shown up held listening ses-
sions and stayed available to 
all.

Many of you have asked 
me to run for Governor. Af-
ter thinking hard, I believe 
we can take this transparency 
and service to the next level. 
I’m not an expert in every 
area, but I’ll make sure the 
right experts are at the table. 

Wit honest leadership and 
sound decisions, I believe we 
can build a future like we’ve 
seen in tribes like the Chick-
asaws or Choctaws, strong 
programs, thriving business-
es and benefits for all.

Albert Old Crow

Tous, Relatives. My 
name is Amaris Sweezy, and 
I’m proud to announce my 
candidacy for Lieutenant 
Governor of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes. 
I am Arapaho and Navajo 
(Naasht’ézhí  Tábąąhí) from 
Greenfield, Okla., and cur-
rently reside in El Reno, 
Okla. I am the daughter of 
Roderick Sweezy Sr. and 
Angela Sweezy of Green-
field. My paternal grandpar-
ents are the late Sam Sweezy 
and the late Mary K. (Blin-
dy) Sweezy. My maternal 
grandparents (Táchii’nii) are 
Mabel Dodson and the late 
Frank Dodson. I’m a mother 
of two wonderful children, 
Samuel and Josephine, and 
a life partner to Duane Dud-
ley. I’m a Navy Veteran and 
I hold a Bachelor of Science 
in Business Administration 
Management from Oklaho-
ma State University and a 
Master of Business Admin-

istration from Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University.

I am running for Lieu-
tenant Governor alongside 
Albert Old Crow, our candi-
date for Governor. Together, 
we are committed to building 
a government that leads with 
integrity, listens to our Peo-
ple, and operates with trans-
parency and accountability. 
Our vision is grounded in 
cultural strength, communi-
ty investment, and creating 
long-term opportunities for 
all tribal members.

My life experiences – 
from military service to 
motherhood, from academ-
ic achievement to cultural 
involvement – have all pre-
pared me to step forward in 
service to our People. I be-
lieve true leadership means 
serving others – our youth, 
our elders, our Veterans, and 
generations yet to come. Our 
goal is to shape a future that 
honors our sovereignty and 

reflects the strength of who 
we are by remembering our 
traditional values coupled 
with real-world experience.

It would be an honor to 
earn your trust, your support, 
and your prayers as we work 
together for a brighter, stron-
ger, and more united future 
for our Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes.

 Be good to one another 
and I appreciate your time. 
Hohou.

Amaris Sweezy

PRIMARY ELECTION: OCTOBER 7, 2025

GENERAL ELECTION: NOVEMBER 4, 2025
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Governor/Lieutenant Governor Candidates:
Alden Whiteman / Debra Woolworth

Alden Whiteman is an en-
rolled member of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes, 
having chosen to identify as 
Arapaho at the age of 18. He 
is the son of Dr. Henrietta 
Mann and Alfred Whiteman 
Jr., and the great-grandson 
of Anna Little Raven and 
Whiteshirt. Alden has two 
sisters, four adult children 
and one granddaughter.

Alden attained a high-
er education degree from 
American University in 
Washington D.C. (2001) 
and earned master’s degrees 
from Duquesne University in 
2006 and Central Washing-
ton University in 2010. He 
studied Ethical Leadership 
for Modern Organizations 
and Natural Resource Man-
agement reflecting his inter-
est in community-centered 
leadership and ways to con-
front complex environmental 
challenges to find sustain-
able solutions. His academic 
research has focused on the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act and Indian Gaming that 

underscores his interests in 
tribal sovereignty, economic 
development and policy.

He has worked at the 
federal government and 
tribal government levels 
for decades including Dept. 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices, and the Corporation 
for National and Commu-
nity Service/AmeriCorps 
in Washington D.C. He has 
held professional leadership 
positions for the Office of the 
Secretary under Dr. Donna 
Shalala and the 16th Surgeon 
General of the United Sates, 
Dr. David Satcher. Further-
more, he worked directly 
under the political appointee 
at the Administration for Na-
tive Americans. He served as 
the Grants Manager for the 
Indian Health Service Schol-
arship Program where he 
was responsible for admin-
istering tuition and stipends 
for all the IHS medical stu-
dents.

Alden is seeking to serve 
as the next member-elected 
Governor of the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Tribes. Along-
side his running mate, he is 
committed to engaging with 
tribal members, both in state 
and out-of-state to inform 
them about the implemen-
tation of community driven 
priorities. He believes timely 
and transparent community 
is essential for addressing the 
challenges facing the Chey-
enne and Arapaho people 
and for protecting the sover-
eignty of the Tribes.

Alden Whiteman

Greetings fellow trib-
al members, I would like 
to introduce myself, Debra 
Woolworth, and announce 
my intention to run as Lt. 
Governor alongside Aldon 
Whiteman, who will be run-
ning for Governorship of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes. 

I have lived in Greenfield 
since 2016. My parents are 
the late Ruth (Clark) Wool-
worth and Lavern Wool-
worth.

My educational back-
ground is as follows: A.A. 
Degree in Sociology from 
Redland’s Community Col-
lege and a B.A. Degree in 
Sociology from UCO. I am 
currently attending school to 
become a Licensed Massage 
Therapist (LMT) and plan to 
open my own business once 
I complete all the require-
ments in 2025. I also com-

pleted training for Gaming 
Commissioner Certification 
when I served as a Gaming 
Commissioner for the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes in 
2020 to 2022.

I began working within 
our Tribal Government in 
1992, primarily focusing on 
service-oriented roles such 
as Social Services, Indian 
Child Welfare, Elder Care 
Program, Enrollment, and 
Vocational Rehabilitation. 
I have also worked for the 
Department of Human Ser-
vices/Canadian County as 
a Child Welfare Specialist 
from 1997 to 2003 and again 
in 2013 to 2014.

I have semi-retired since 
2016 but eventually feel 
the urge to keep busy and 
return to work, so I have 
also worked at the El Reno 
High School as a Substitute 
Teacher and for the Tribe’s 

Gaming Commission as a 
Projects Specialist off and on 
since 2016. 

My passion has always 
been to serve where most 
needed. I believe I would be 
an asset as the Lt. Governor 
and would provide honesty, 
integrity, compassion, and 
fairness in my leadership. 

Debra Woolworth

Arapaho District 1 Candidates:

I, Diane Willis, registered 
and enrolled Arapaho tribal 
member for A1 submit my 
declaration of candidacy for 
the Arapaho District 1 Leg-
islator.

I would like to say it is a 
privilege to be able to run for 
the Arapaho District 1 office 
to serve our people.

My full name is Diane M. 
(Lime) Willis. I grew up in 
Canton and went to school 
there. My parents are the 
late Maurice (Funny) Lime 
and the late Yolanda (Till-
ie) Green, Lime, Goud. My 
grandparents are Maurice 
Lime Sr., and Mae Bates, 
Lime. Albert Green Sr., and 
Lola Whiteman Green, all of 
the Canton Community.

I have five daughters, one 
son and 11 grandkids. I have 
lived in the Watonga Com-

munity for 47 years and have 
stayed updated on the Can-
ton Community since that 
is my hometown. Many of 
our people have gone from 
this small community. Some 
return to visit, others never 
return.

My achievements in my 
first term while holding the 
A1 legislative seat are:

Setting up the A1 District 
office for community mem-
bers to use for communica-
tion with Concho’s programs 
for assistance,

Holding monthly commu-
nity meetings for updates on 
A1 legislative business,

Attending all legislative 
monthly meetings, public 
hearings and special sessions 
called by the governor and 
performing the job duties as 
required by the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho Constitution for 
the Legislative Branch,

Provided all ERC build-
ings in our district with 
kitchen supplies, ice chest to 
be used during activities held 
there, etc.

Diane Willis

Incumbent Diane Willis

Wayne Runnels

I would like to official-
ly announce candidacy for 
Arapaho District 1 legislator. 
My name is Donald Wayne 
Runnels Jr., and I am the son 
of Donald Runnels Sr., and 
the late Christine Blind. My 
maternal grandparents are 
the late Linda Blind and the 
late Henry Shawnee. I was 
raised by my maternal grand-
mother Ora Jo Swanegan in 
Watonga, Okla.

I am a proud Waton-
ga High School graduate 
where I earned scholarships 
to attend Northern Oklaho-
ma College in Enid, Okla., 
where I earned an Associ-
ate of Arts degree and to 
Creighton University where 
I earned a Bachelor of Arts 
in Communications/Public 
Relations.

In my professional career 
I have found myself in roles 
that required me to take ini-
tiatives for the programs I 
worked for. Whether it was 
supporting the youth or es-
tablishing elder prioritized 
needs, I found fulfillment 
in the project planning stag-
es and following through to 
the end. This will be a direct 
reflection of how I intend to 
serve the people of A1 and 
the tribes as a whole.

I look forward to sharing 
my goals and intentions as 
we prepare for the elections. 
My values are very family 
based as I am a loving father 
and spouse. I have overcome 
many obstacles and had to 
face things head on in order 
to heal and grow in my per-
sonal journey.

It is with a pure heart and 
mind that I ask you to con-
sider supporting me in the 
upcoming election of Dis-
trict A1.

Amanda (Cedar) Shirey

I am running for A1 Leg-
islator to serve my people 
and to honor my ancestors 
and future generations. My 
Arapaho roots are in the 
A1 community, specifically 
Carlton and Eagle City. My 
son and I have moved to A1 
and would like to build a 
home and future near Can-
ton, in order to be of service 

to my community and to raise 
my son in our tribal ways and 
near my Arapaho people. I 
want to improve our Arapa-
ho community by helping to 
bring more jobs and housing 
to the A1 district. I want o 
make sure tribal members 
are heard and concerns are 
addressed by our leaders. 

Amanda (Cedar) Shirey

Donald Wayne Runnels
Arapaho District 1 Candidates:

Kenny Ray Williams

Kenny Williams

HaBa, Tous, Hello, I’m 
running for the Arapaho Dis-
trict 1 legislative seat, my 
name is Kenny Ray Williams 
(Little Bear). My Indian 
name is Noosoone mean-
ing Rain Water. I’m Chey-
enne and Arapaho from the 
Canton community. My late 
parents are Kenneth and Ida 
Nibbs Williams.

Before coming to work 
for the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes I worked nine and 
a half years for the State of 
Oklahoma Dept. of Librar-
ies. I been working for the 
tribes seven and half years 
now. I worked for the Dept. 
of Transportation four years 
and I’m currently working at 

George Hawkins Memorial 
Treatment Center as a peer 
recovery support specialist. I 
have been on the Red Road 
for eight and a half years.

A few of my goals include 
restoring the Cantonment 
area, creating an Elders Nu-
trition Center, and more ac-
tivities for the youth.

Serving our Cheyenne 
and Arapaho people has 
been a privilege and honor. 
I believe in transparency and 
equal treatment to every-
one. I feel I would be a good 
advocate for our Arapaho 
District 1, and all our tribal 
members. I would appreciate 
your VOTE and SUPPORT!

If you have questions I can 

be reached at 405-534-0649 
or by email at williamsken-
ny287@yahoo.com.

Roni Sue Allen Villeda

Roni Sue Allen Villeda

I, Roni Sue Allen Villeda, 
hereby declare my candida-
cy for the position of legis-
lator for Arapaho District 1. 
With a profound commit-
ment to our community and 
a passion for helping oth-
ers, I seek to represent the 
voices of our community 
and work tirelessly for the 
betterment of our district. 
As a lifetime resident of 
Arapaho District 1, I have 
witnessed both the challeng-
es we face and the incredible 
potential we hold. I believe 
in the power of collabora-
tion, listening to the needs of 
our community and develop-
ing innovative solutions that 
foster growth and inclusiv-
ity. My vision is to create a 

district that prioritizes our 
elders, education and sup-
porting our youth as well as 
prioritizing the well-being of 
our families. I believe that 
a strong community is built 
on unity, understanding and 
a shared vision - a vision 
where every voice is heard, 
and every life is valued. 
I am dedicated to engaging 
with every resident advo-
cating for transparency in 
our tribal government, and 
ensuring that all voices are 
heard, regardless of their 
background. Together, we 
can tackle the pressing is-
sues of our time and pave 
the way for a brighter future 
for our families and children. 
I humbly ask for your sup-

port as I embark on this 
journey to serve you as your 
representative. Let’s come 
together to build a stronger 
Arapaho district 1. Together, 
we can make a difference. 
Thank you.

Letisha De Leon

Letisha De Leon

Hello, my name is Leti-
sha De Leon. I am a proud 
member of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes and I 
carry with me the strength 
of my ancestors and the low 
of my family. My lineage is 
rooted in our community – 
my parents are Wanda Ston-
ecalf Morgan and the late 
Eduardo Ruiz, and I am the 
granddaughter of Raymond 
Stonecalf and Eldine Fire 
Rogers. I also honor the leg-
acy of my great-grandfather, 
Mr. Walter Fire, originally 
from Eagle City, Okla. 

Family is at the heart of 
everything I do. I’m a devot-
ed mother of two wonder-
ful children – my daughter, 
Ariana, recently graduated 
from high school and my 
son, Jose, completed the 
third grade. Since 2019, I 
have also proudly served as 

a foster parent through the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Indi-
an Child Welfare program, a 
role that has only deepened 
my dedicated to our youth 
and community. 

My service to the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes be-
gan in April 2015. I started 
in the Gaming Commission 
as a licensing supervisor, a 
position I held until 2020. 
I then served as the office 
manager for the Arapaho 3 
District, gaining firsthand 
insight into the needs of 
the district. Since October 
2022, I’ve been working as 
a projects specialist within 
the legislative administra-
tion office, where I’ve built 
a strong understanding of 
our legislative processes and 
procedures. 

With nearly a decade of 
experience serving our tribal 

government, I am well pre-
pared to represent Arapaho 
District 1. I understand the 
importance of transparency, 
advocacy and communica-
tion and I am committed to 
returning vital information 
to our people. 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes

(405) 262-0345 /
(800) 247-4612

P.O.Box 38
Concho, OK

73022

www.cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov
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Arapaho District 2 Candidates:
Incumbent Kendricks Sleeper

Hello neito’einoo, I hope 
this letter finds you and your 
loved ones in good health. I 
would like to announce my 
candidacy for the Arapaho 
District 2 legislative seat 
once again. I really appre-
ciate your confidence in me 
in the past two elections and 
would appreciate your vote 
for me again when you cast 
your ballot. This will be my 
last four-year term if elected 
as your representative. It has 
been the highest honor, priv-
ilege, and pleasure to serve 
the constituents of our re-
spected district of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribe.

For those of you that may 
not know me, my name is 
Kendricks Angelo Sleeper, 
I am the current Speaker of 
the 10th Legislature. I am 46 
years old. I live in El Reno 

with my family. I have six 
children, their names are 
Kaylianne, D’Angelo, Rose-
mary, Yasmina, Sienna, and 
Samiya. This is where I grew 
up the majority of my life. I 
graduated high school here 
and also received my asso-
ciate’s degree from Redlands 
Community College in El 
Reno as well. I am looking 
forward to completing my re-
quirements to earn my bache-
lor’s degree soon. El Reno is 
where I live, work, make my 
home, and raise my children. 
Our family’s roots are plant-
ed deep around the Calumet 
and Geary area. Even more 
so here around the town of El 
Reno now. I am an enrolled 
member of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribe and I am 
from the Greasy Leggings 
clan, a band of Arapahos. 

Aside from being the Arapa-
ho District 2 Legislator I am 
also the President of the Star-
Hawk Society and Ladies 
Auxiliary. We, as an organi-
zation, are always happy to 
represent our Arapaho gourd 
clan and help out the best we 

Kendricks Sleeper

Robert Cheney Sr.

Arapaho District 1 Candidates:
Robert Cheney Sr.

Hello, I would like to in-
troduce myself. I am Robert 
Cheney Sr. of Longdale. I am 
the son of the late Hary and 
Adelia (Sanchez) Cheney. 
My maternal grandmother 
was Sophia Bates.

Born in Clinton, Okla., 
and raised in the Canton/
Longdale area. I attended el-
ementary school in Longdale 
and graduated from Canton 
High School in 1983.

Having lived ni the Can-
ton/Longdale area nearly all 
my life, I have worked in the 
oilfield for over 40 years.

Currently, I am serving 
as mayor of Longdale for a 
year and half and previously 
served on the Board of Trust-
ees for three years.

My hobbies include at-
tending powwows, dances, 
hunting, fishing and spend-
ing time with my grandkids.

I am running for Arapaho 
District 1 legislator because 
our community deserves 
a stronger voice. I’m pas-

sionate about empowering 
our people, who often feel 
overlooked and ignored. By 
working together, we can un-
lock the full potential of our 
Al community and create a 
brighter future. It’s time for 
a leader who puts commu-
nity needs above personal 
interests. I  am committed to 
driving positive change and 
delivering tangible results. 
To address the pressing is-
sue of erosion in the Canton-
ment area of Canton Lake, 
I’ll work tirelessly to secure 
resources, collaborate with 
tribal and Army Corp of En-
gineers, and find solutions to 
preserve our land for future 
generations.

I am committed to reunit-
ing the Al community and re-
vitalizing community events 
and meals that celebrate our 
diversity and inclusivity. My 
door is always open to ev-
eryone, and I’m dedicated 
to listening with respect and 
empathy. I’ll actively partici-

pate in working sessions and 
public hearings, ensuring 
the Al community’s voice is 
heard. By seeking guidance 
from our elders, chief, and 
community members. I’ll 
make informed decisions 
that benefit everyone. I in-
vite you to visit me and share 
your thoughts. I “m excited 
to connect with new tribal 
members and foster a sense 
of community and belong-
ing.

Pamela Sutton

Pamela Sutton

My name is Pamela Sut-
ton and I am running for the 
Arapaho District 1 legisla-
tive seat. I am currently em-
ployed with the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes Head 
Start Program as the assis-
tant director and I strongly 
believe in what education 
and the Head Start can do 
for tribal children and their 
families. I am a long time 
resident of Canton, Okla., 
and have lived in the Canton 
community my entire life.  
I recently opened my own 
business called NDN Pony 
Trading Post selling Native 
American products.

I am the granddaughter 
of the late Arapaho Chief 
Harry Arthur Sutton and the 
late Sallie Blackbear Sut-
ton, the daughter of Nancy 
Ruth Sutton, the mother of 
three children and grand-
mother to one grandson. I 
graduated from Canton High 
School and then graduated 
from Redlands Community 
College with two associate 
degrees, and a Certificate of 
Mastery in Early Childhood. 
I am also a recent graduate 
of Southwestern Oklaho-
ma State University with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Orga-
nizational Leadership. I will 
be returning back to South-
western in August to enter in 
the master’s degree program 
to earn my masters in mana-
gerial leadership.

Being the granddaughter 
of an Arapaho chief and an 
employee of the Head Start 
Program you learn to put 
forth the effort to do what 
is best for your people.  I 
would like the opportuni-
ty to work with the people 
in Arapaho District 1, the 
tribes, and the community, to 

do what is best for our tribal 
elders, children, and com-
munity members. I would 
be interested to know what 
your thoughts, viewpoints, 
and where you see Arapaho 
District 1 progressing in the 
near future.  

I feel that no matter what 
direction you take; the only 
way it will work is with com-
munication, dedication, and 
hard work. I believe that if 
you don’t communicate with 
the people; you are wasting 
everyone’s time and efforts. 
To have successful commu-
nities requires frequent com-
munication with tribal mem-
bers as to what is happening 
within the tribal government, 
programs, and agencies. 
Your input is most welcome.

Next I would like to work 
with the local public school 
to make it better for the trib-
al children in these schools.  
There isn’t a very good grad-
uation rate so there must be 
reasons. Being a parent of 
former public school stu-
dents, I know the struggles 
I have had and would like 
to work with the schools to 
make it a better place for 
them. We need our tribal 
children to graduate, to be 
successful, because they are 
our future leaders.

Job placement seems to 
be a problem everywhere, I 
would like to see workshops 
for the high school students 
and adults that teaches the 
things that will make them 
job ready and a good can-
didate for hire. Being from 
small towns, there are not 
many opportunities or op-
tions for success. The chil-
dren are our future leaders 
and we need to help them 
succeed. I would like to part-

ner with SWOSU and bring 
college or technical/trade 
skills to them. SWOSU has 
online classes and the peo-
ple that would like to go to 
college can do it from their 
own town making it easier 
for continued growth.

I plan to have a local of-
fice so that I am accessible 
and available to the tribal 
members for any assistance, 
questions, or concerns so it’s 
not a hardship on individuals 
to get the services needed. I 
would like to work on getting 
the people in A1 to come to-
gether for family fun nights, 
movie nights, learning times, 
and activities for the elders, 
young people, and adults so 
that they can come together 
to visit and have a meal. In 
these hard times we all need 
to work together.

To the voters of Arapaho 
District 1, talk to the candi-
dates, weigh your options, 
and vote for who you think 
will do best for your com-
munity. As a member of this 
community; whoever it will 
be, I would like to see them 
work with everyone, be ac-
cessible, and do what is best 
for Arapaho District 1.

can when called upon.
My parents are Susan 

Nimsey-Sleeper and the 
late Angelo Sleeper Sr. My 
paternal grandparents are 
Stanley Sleeper and Pearl 
Tallbull-Sleeper. My mater-
nal grandparents are Gerald 
Nimsey Sr. and Rosemary 
Hunt-Nimsey. 

During my tenure as the 
Arapaho District 2 Legisla-
tor, I have served twice as the 
Speaker of the Legislative 
Branch. We work together 
and have to make choices 
and decisions that will ben-
efit the future generations of 
our tribe. We always have 
the best interest of our peo-
ple in mind especially the 
elders and children. We have 
endured much going through 
the pandemic and trying to 
build our tribes reputation up 
to good standings. We are a 
lot better off today than we 
were in the past. We have 
passed many laws and ap-
propriated much money to 
our programs/departments. 
There have also been a lot of 
grants, contracts, and feder-
al money approved that are 
distributed and helpful to our 
people. We have also bought 
a lot of property, built ERCs, 
childcare centers, a new 
HeadStart building, youth 
shelter,  and renovated quite 
a few buildings. I am person-
ally happy that we were able 
to build a new ERC (Emer-
gency Response Center)/

Community Center in Geary, 
Okla. The ERC currently 
utilizes the new building for 
many activities. We were 
also able to renovate the old 
community hall, and it also 
gets much use. I’m glad the 
legislature all agreed and 
voted to move forward with 
the new ERC. It is awesome 
to see our people be able to 
gather, socialize, and fellow-
ship with one another. There 
will be many good memories 
made today and on into the 
future. There are so many 
other accomplishments we 
have made during my last 
two terms as legislator. We 
also built a new casino in 
Watonga and most recent-
ly the new ‘Gasino’ off the 
Geary exit. These have cre-
ated jobs and more income 
to the tribe. There are so 
many good things to mention 
that outweigh the negative 
things that some may focus 
on. Over the past years I 
have learned to live with the 
negative criticism as well as 
the positive praise when we 
make decisions and choices 
for the tribe. I believe we 
could not have accomplished 
half the things we have if we 
didn’t learn to work together 
as a team. We are not in this 
for personal gain or recogni-
tion, but for the betterment 
and benefit of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho tribe as a whole.

I am not a very religious 
person, but am spiritual and 

believe in the Creator. I fall 
short of God’s glory every 
day, but I try my best to treat 
people the way I would want 
people to treat me and my 
family, especially my chil-
dren and grandchildren. We 
all make mistakes. We’re all 
not perfect, but we try our 
best to be the people that we 
claim and want to be. We’re 
still depending on the prayers 
that our parents, grandpar-
ents, and ancestors put down 
for us. We pick them up and 
want our children and grand-
children to do the same when 
we’re gone. Some of us still 
have parents that pray for us 
to this day and for that I am 
happy and thankful. 

In closing, once again I 
can’t make any promises to 
anyone, but I will continue 
to try to do my best for our 
Arapaho District 2 constitu-
ents and the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribe to the best 
of my ability. There is al-
ways room for improvement. 
With that I am always open 
to suggestions, comments, 
and recommendations. As 
mentioned at the beginning 
of this letter I would be very 
thankful for your confidence 
in me and for your vote in 
this upcoming election. I ap-
preciate your time and con-
sideration. God bless each 
and every one of us from the 
youngest to the oldest. Ho-
hou.

Incumbent Kendricks Sleeper-continued
Arapaho District 2 Candidates:

Tous. My name is Leah 
Burrows, and my Arapaho 
name is Hitesííseí, meaning 
Cheyenne Woman, given to 
me by my grandmother Ma-
rie Spottedcorn Blind. I am 
the daughter of the late John 
Henry Harjo, a World War 
II Purple Heart veteran, and 
the late Pauline Blind Har-
jo, a firstgeneration college 
graduate and lifelong edu-
cator. I grew up in El Reno, 
Okla., where both of my par-
ents worked at the Concho 
Boarding School.

I was raised in a close-
knit community surrounded 
by many tribal families who 
came to Concho to work. 
From them, I learned the 
richness of our diverse Na-
tive cultures, traditions, and 
teachings. This upbringing 
instilled in me a respect for 
all people, a commitment to 
unity, and a deep love for our 
way of life.

My parents taught me 
faith, humility, and persever-
ance. My mother, a fullblood 
Arapaho woman, showed 
me the power of prayer and 
determination in the face of 
adversity. My father, through 
his military service and ded-
ication to family, modeled 
strength, dignity, and respon-
sibility. Their teachings re-
main at the heart of my lead-

ership today.
I hold a Bachelor of Arts 

in Political Science from the 
University of Oklahoma and 
a Master of Jurisprudence in 
Indian Law from the Uni-
versity of Tulsa College of 
Law. My education has pre-
pared me to understand our 
Constitution, our laws, and 
the responsibilities of tribal 
governance. I have authored 
and presented resolutions at 
Tribal Council meetings, all 
approved, proving my ability 
to put forward solutions that 
work.

I know the struggles our 
people face. I have walked 
beside families working hard 
to provide for their children, 
care for their elders, and 
keep hope alive in difficult 
times. It is that same hope I 
carry into this campaign — a 
belief that together, we can 
create a future where our 
elders live with dignity and 
our children grow up proud 
of who they are.

As your candidate for 
Arapaho District 2, I am 
committed to:

Protecting our elders from 
financial exploitation and 
abuse, ensuring their dignity 
and security.

Standing with women in 
the workplace and communi-
ty by creating safe, respect-

ful environments free from 
harassment.

Creating accountability 
in spending, so every tribal 
dollar, federal or gaming, is 
used wisely and transparent-
ly.

Investing in our youth 
with opportunities in educa-
tion and employment to raise 
strong, ethical role models.

Ensuring fairness and in-
tegrity in tribal governance 
through open, accountable 
leadership.

I humbly ask for your 
support and your vote. To-
gether, we can restore ac-
countability, protect our 
most vulnerable citizens, and 
build a brighter future for the 
next generations.

Leah Burrows

Leah Burrows

Beisiihi Neito’eino, Hi-
nonoeinino, LaQuita Pinky 
Loneman, HisieHo3we. I am 
the daughter of Alton Lewis 
Sr. and Roberta Harrison. My 
hometown is Geary, Okla. 
My husband Kelly Loneman 
and I have lived out of dis-
trict for 13 years before 
moving back to El Reno in 
2016. We currently reside in 
El Reno along with our son 
Kelly Trevor Loneman. Our 
family, as a whole, are very 
active with the Arapaho cul-
tural ways of life.

I have been employed 
with the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes for over 20 
years. My current position is 
a Community Health Repre-
sentative with the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Department 
of Health. I am certified by 
the Oklahoma Indian Health 
Service as well as the State 

of Oklahoma. I work dili-
gently and directly with trib-
al members on a daily basis. 
I see the daily barriers and 
triumphs of our people.

My education consists of 
being a two-time graduate 
and a member of the Phi The-
ta Kappa Honor Society, and 
I attended Redlands Commu-
nity College. I have been an 
early child education, head 
start center director, Indi-
an Child Welfare lead case 
worker, qualified expert wit-
ness, and community health 
representative and an advo-
cator for our people.

With the upcoming 
changes with the federal 
government and tribal, we 
will stand together, your 
voice will have input and be 
heard. I will continue to ad-
vocate for our people. 

As a candidate for Arap-

aho District 2 Legislator, I 
would uphold the consti-
tution and serve the con-
stituents with dignity and 
solitaire. Reach out to me 
anytime, lonemanpinky@
gmail.com or call 405-723-
8012.

LaQuita Loneman

LaQuita Pinky Loneman
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Jerry C. Levi Jr.

Tous. My name is Jerry C. 
Levi Jr., and it is my honor to 
announce my candidacy for 
A2 Legislator. I am the son

of former Tribal Chair-
man Jerry Levi and Margaret 
Levi, an educator for nearly 
40 years. My grandparents 
were the late George Levi 
and Lillian Levi (nee White-
bird) of Geary. I was born in 
El Reno, graduated from El 
Reno High School and for 
a time when the boarding 
school was still in operation, 
lived in Concho.

I served my country hon-
orably in the United States 
Navy, having reached the 
rank of E-5 in less than two 
years,

being awarded the Navy 
and Marine Corps Achieve-
ment Medal and having done 
one overseas deployment in 
that time. I continued serv-
ing as a defense contractor in 
the Middle East and stateside 
just before the 2nd Gulf War 
after my service time was up.

For nearly 20 years I 
worked for two corporations, 
one was a Fortune 500 com-
pany. I take pride in the fact 
that

everything I’ve ever ac-
complished or achieved 
wasn’t given to me, and that 
I earned them through hard 
work and

determination and my 
work history allude to that.

In 2022 I came to work 
for the Tribes and became 
the Office of Veterans Affairs 
Director in December of that

year. OVA went from 
mainly a referral program to 

one of a direct service pro-
vider in my time here. My-
self, along with my staff of 
four, recognized the need of 
our veterans and met it head 
on. Something as simple as 
transporting veterans to their 
VA appointments or IHS has 
led to great success stories 
among our veteran popula-
tion, some achieving their 
service-connected disability 
goals and overall financial 
and physical wellbeing. This 
July will be the third year in 
a row that we’ve had a PACT 
Act disability event at Con-
cho. Some native vets don’t 
want to go to the VA, there’s 
a stigma of distrust between 
native service members and 
how some were treated while 
in service to their country. 
But they’re hurting and suf-
fering from injuries from 
when they were in, and as a 
disabled veteran myself who 
knows how difficult the VA 
process can be, we brought 
the VA and their mobile 
exam trucks to our veterans 
in Concho the last three years 
to help them mend those 
wounds, both mentally and 
physically and its something 
I’m proud to have organized.

In 2024, I wrote for and 
received a federal VA grant 
for Suicide Prevention, the 
SSG Fox SPGP, to help end

veteran suicide among 
our warriors. Its helped OVA 
create a community of veter-
ans where we’ve done hikes, 
fishing and golf outings that 
helps facilitate mental health 
to where our veterans know 
they are not alone. You can 

see our billboards along 1-40 
near Clinton and by Oklaho-
ma City. I am also a proud 
member of the Buddy Bond 
Color Guard.

I am married, wife Petri-
na and have two grown chil-
dren, Lauren and Caleb.

In these uncertain times 
leadership is needed that can 
focus on the issues for the 
good of the people, our peo-
ple. I

know I have the capaci-
ty to do what’s right for the 
best outcome for us all, even 
when no one is watching. My 
door will always be open to 
discuss what can and should 
be done. I kindly ask for your 
vote and support and hope to 
hear from you.

The western mindset asks, 
‘I have rights, where are my 
entitlements?’ Instead, one 
should adopt the mindset of

‘I am born with Obliga-
tions. Obligations to serve 
Past, Present and Future 
Generations.’

Juaquin Lonelodge

Juaquin Lonelodge

It is time for our Arapaho 
people to decide the future of 
our community. With what is 
going on in our present time, 
it is Paramount to choose 
wisely and to have full con-
fidence in our leaders. Our 
Arapaho people need integri-
ty, trust, and full transparen-
cy in the people we appoint 
for our Tribal Government. 
This is no easy matter, we 
need to do our due diligence. 

It is with great honor and 
pride, I Juaquin Lonelodge 
have placed my name as a 
Candidate for Arapaho Dis-
trict 2 Legislator.  First, I 
would like to wish all the 
Candidates good luck on 
their endeavors. In this time 
with our current US Gov-
ernment, we as Tribal Peo-
ple need leaders that will 
be ready for all adversities 
that we may face. The world 
around us is changing and 
we face more challenges 
than ever. We need leaders 
that are not afraid to stand up 
and represent our Nations.  It 
is upon you, our Tribal Mem-
bers, to look at your Candi-
dates, understand who they 
are and what they represent.  
Nepotism and favoritism 
should not be a factor. As I 
live here in Arapaho District 
2, every day, I see what our 
people must endure, our el-
ders have had hardships, our 
children, like my own, have 
issues in school, and employ-
ment for our tribal people 
is scarce. Our Elders need 
to be taken care of, and we 
should have a constant pro-
gram of outreach to ensure 

their wellbeing. So many of 
them cannot get around or 
have the means they need to 
have a decent life. We need 
to establish a plan of action 
to help our elders with their 
daily needs. Our tribe needs 
to establish education assis-
tance for our children and 
representation at each of 
our schools that our children 
attend. Our tribe should de-
velop and look for new ideas 
to allow our Tribal members 
to be more self-sufficient. I 
know that the changes that 
need to be made to better our 
people will not come over-
night. I am confident that I 
can move our community in 
a more positive direction. 

I have always had great 
pride knowing where I come 
from. I come from the Lump-
mouth Family, my Grandpar-
ents were Betty and Clarence 
“Pete” Bailey, my Mother is 
Beverly Ann Bailey.  When 
I became of age, I wanted to 
follow in my Grandfather’s 
footsteps and there was no 
hesitation to enlist in the 
United States Marine Corps, 
where I served honorably. 
This drive has pushed me 
throughout my career en-
deavors to never settle for 
bare minimum, never quit, 
and finish only when the job 
is done. I have worked for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes in the past in different 
facets from IT Technician 
to Gaming Commissioner. 
I understand how our tribal 
government is supposed to 
operate. I am currently the 
“Dark Horse,” I do not work 

for the Tribes and have not 
for several years. I am cur-
rently employed in an indus-
try where Indigenous people 
are not known to be in, but 
that has not stopped me from 
being one of the best at my 
location. From my industry, 
I understand how a business 
should work financially, op-
erationally, and figurative-
ly. I believe our Legislature 
Leaders should have this 
understanding, and it should 
reflect from their own per-
sonal finances. If an individ-
ual cannot handle their own 
personal budget then how are 
they to handle a budget for 
an entire community? 

I want to thank everyone 
for their support and urge our 
people to vote this election. 
If I am given the honor to 
represent our people, I want 
our Arapaho people to know 
we do not stand alone, we 
stand together, and I am al-
ways on call for the people, 
405-476-9291.

Earl Plumley

Hello, my name is Earl 
Plumley from the Rowlodg-
es family, and I am running 
for Arapaho 2 District Leg-
islator.  My maternal grand-
parents are the late Anna 
Rowlodge and Lewis June 
Coker. My parents were the 
late Karen Coker and late 
Murray MedicineBird of 
Geary, Okla. I grew up and 
lived in Geary until 2012.  

Since 2003, I worked in 
the oil field, and in 2016, I 
received my CDL and began 

working as an over-the-road 
truck driver.

In 2012, I moved with 
my sons, Dyson and Dorian, 
to El Reno, where I assisted 
with coaching for the little 
league football team. The 
move became a good oppor-
tunity for both of my sons, 
athletically and academ-
ically. They both secured 
scholarships to further their 
education. The move also 
provided me the opportunity 
to gain more experience in the truck driving industry.  

Earl Plumley

In 2017, I met Angela, 
whom I married that year. 
We both have family there, 
and so from time to time, I 
return to my home in Geary 
and visit family and friends.  

If elected, I will be avail-
able to the constituents that 
live within the Arapaho 2 
District.  My goal is to en-
gage with tribal members to 
ensure concerns are voiced.  
I will stand up to politics that 
work against or negatively 

affect tribal members.  I will 
provide more transparen-
cy, accountability, and open 
communication.  I will visit 
with families and invite all 
tribal members to the com-
munity meetings and activi-
ties.    

I am a firm believer that 
our Arapaho culture is im-
portant and will survive! I 
will continue to assist in the 
preservation of our language 
and traditional values. Your 

vote for me as the Arapaho 
District 2 Legislator will be 
most appreciated.  

For any questions regard-
ing my campaign for Arapa-
ho 2 District representative, 
contact me at 405-248-6119 
or email me at bigsoldieriii@
yahoo.com. Thank you for 
your time, and good luck to 
all individuals running in this 
year’s election. Hohou!

Earl Plumey-continued
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Melissa Pedro

My name is Melissa Pe-
dro and I am announcing my 
candidacy for Arapaho Dis-
trict 2 Legislator. 

My decision to run for 
this position was made with 
a lot of thought to what I can 
bring to my Arapaho District 
2 fellow tribal members. 
Working with tribal grants 
and contracts for 14 years 
has peaked my interest in 
tribal government. Through-
out these years, I have seen 
firsthand the changes and 
challenges our tribes’ face, 
and now, with this new U. S. 
presidential administration 
and how it’s affecting trib-
al nations. I believe I have 
the skills, experience, and 
dedication to help our tribal 
government shape our tribes’ 
future. I have worked outside 
the tribes for years. One day, 
I woke up and decided I want 
to work for my tribe. 

Since working within the 
tribes, I’ve helped tribal pro-
grams with budget revisions; 
assisted with grant applica-
tions, helped draft resolu-
tions for grants, assisted with 
P. L. 93-638 contract pro-
posal’s, grants compliance, 
assisted with tribal audits 
when needed, and many oth-
er duties. Your tribal leaders 
should know all federal reg-
ulations, i.e. Code of Feder-
al Regulations (CFR), OMB 
Circular’s, etc. we must en-
sure we are in compliance 
with the federal grants and 
audits. 

My commitment to com-
munity outreach in areas of 
mental health, community 
development, housing, cul-
tural involvement and educa-
tion will be the foundation of 
my campaign. 

What I’d like to help work 
towards is how all of our 
funding sources are appropri-
ated and where the greatest 
need is before approving the 
annual budget. It’s been years 
since the tribes last reviewed 
the GRAP percentage. I feel 
that the tribes should be re-

viewing this every five years 
and updating the percentage 
to where the greatest need 
is. This is where community 
involvement comes in. Our 
tribal leaders need to keep 
the tribal members informed 
of what is going on in their 
communities. 

Mental health is a silent 
epidemic within our tribes. 
I feel that funding should be 
appropriated to help mental 
health issues. Addiction is 
all around and leads to men-
tal health issues. We should 
be helping preserve our way 
of life for our people. Help 
better our people. If not fed-
erally, then tribally fund this 
service. 

Legislators should have 
responsibilities to the people. 
I’d like to encourage com-
munity service for each dis-
trict representative; whether 
it be assisting with fundrais-
ers, dances, powwows, stu-
dent activities, elder activ-
ities, and any other type of 
activity to engage with our 
people. Be present. 

Although it may not hap-
pen for all districts, but I feel 
that all tribal leaders should 
have in-person working ses-
sions in every community to 
better inform our people of 
tribal government updates. 
Get the communities in-
volved with projects. Maybe 
even get ideas on improve-
ments from the constituents. 

As a lifelong resident of 
this district, specifically the 
El Reno community, I be-
lieve that it is essential for 
elected officials to be acces-
sible and responsive to their 
constituents. I also feel that 
we need more women rep-
resentation to help guide 
our tribes from a woman’s 
perspective. We need com-
passionate leaders. Ones that 
will work on finding other 
resources that tribal services 
cannot. Our tribal members 
need to be heard. Let’s take 
the time to listen and consid-
er their ideas. 

If elected, I will put forth 
my maximum effort into 
working with our tribal gov-
ernment to help strengthen 
our communities and im-
prove the quality of life for 
not only Arapaho District 2 
tribal members, but for all 
tribal members as well. 

I have always been a 
great, outgoing, friendly per-
son. Each day, I try to be bet-
ter than I was the day before. 
I look forward to earning 
your support and vote. Thank 
you for your consideration.

My family history: my 
parents are Phyllis (Garcia) 
Naranjo and stepfather Ed-
win Naranjo whom live in 
Utah and, my father Virgil 
Pedro (late) and stepmoth-
er Leah (Pratt) Brooks. I 
have three children, Shaylin, 
Richard and Delanie and my 
bonus son, Levi Youngbird 
Pedro (nephew). Through 
my companion Derwin, he 
has a total of four children, 
the late, Darwina Clark, 
Nick Lime, Desirae Harjo 
and our daughter Delanie 
Lime, between us we have 
20 grandchildren and sever-
al great grandchildren. I also 
have 12 siblings, listed from 
oldest to youngest, Michelle 
Naranjo, Patricia Naranjo, 
Bubba Pedro, Truman Pedro, 
Anthony Pedro, Vanessa Pe-
dro, Al Naranjo (late), Maris-
sa Roman Nose (late), Robin 
Pedro, Bruce Pedro, Kevin 
Naranjo and Tanna Pedro.

Melissa Pedro

Donna Sandoval

Toas, please allow me to 
introduce myself as a candi-
date for Arapaho District 2, 
my name is Donna Lynn San-
doval. I am the oldest child 
of Ruby Jean Birdshead who 
is a daughter of Susie Sitting 
Bull and Saul Birdshead Sr. I 
have lived in El Reno since 
August of 1976. I have been 
married to my husband Jai-
me Soto Sandoval for 47 
years and we have four chil-
dren and 13 grandchildren. 
We have bought our home 
with property several years 
ago. I am very involved with 
our Arapaho doings since 
a young girl. I am also in-

volved with social and active 
activities with the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes. 

My primary reason for 
this pursuit of this endeavor 
is to assist my people with 
whatever issue they may 
have with the tribe or with 
dealing something out in the 
public that they need assis-
tance with. I feel that I have 
the knowledge and deep de-
sire to help in several ways. I 
wish to talk and try to assist 
with the elderly and the youth 
of our people. So, with these 
simple means I would like 
to request your assistance in 
helping and voting for me in 

our upcoming elections. 

Donna Sandoval

HAVE YOU MOVED?

Did you change your address 
through the Dept. of Enollment for 
your annual percapita payments? 
Did you change your address with 
the Election Commission for your 
voter registration? If you are an 

Elder, did you change your address 
with the Elder Care Program?

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
405-262-0345

Toll Free 800-247-4612
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Overton Sankey

Hello, my name is Over-
ton Sankey, better known as 
OT. I grew up in Canton at 
my home place, Barefoot. 
Also, at Deer Creek, I grad-
uated from Thomas High 
School in 1993. My parents 
are the late Chief Byron San-
key and Celeste Medicine 
Bird. My paternal grandpar-
ents are the late Chief War-
ren G. and Olive Sankey. My 
maternal grandparents are 
late Chief Alfrich and Joyce 
Heap of Birds.

I am blessed to be married 
to Tracie Sankey, and togeth-
er we have six wonderful 
children: Irene Sankey, the 
late Edwina Sankey, Sebas-
tian Whiteshirt, Azha ‘Rae 
Richard, Phoenix Whiteshirt, 
and Chiloh Whiteshirt.

Today, I am honored to 
stand before you and an-
nounce my candidacy for 
Arapaho District 2 Legisla-
tor. I do so with a vision for 
our community that recog-
nizes the strength and poten-
tial of every generation, our 
youth, our young adults, and 
our middle-aged citizens.

To the young people in 
our community: I see your 
energy, your creativity, and 
your dreams for a better fu-

ture. I know you are eager 
for opportunities to learn, 
to grow, and to make your 
mark on the world. If elect-
ed, I will invest in education, 
job training, and mentorship 
programs so that you have 
the tools you need to succeed 
and lead.

To our young adults: You 
are building careers, starting 
families, and shaping the fu-
ture of our neighborhoods. 
I understand the challenges 
you face, affordable housing, 
student debt, and balancing 
work and family. I will work 
for policies that support you: 
creating good jobs, expand-
ing resources, and making 
things more accessible.

And to our middle-aged 
citizens: You are the back-
bone of our community, 
working hard every day to 
provide for your families and 
give back to society. You car-
ry the wisdom of experience 
and the responsibility of car-
ing for both children and ag-
ing parents. I am committed 
to strengthening, improving, 
and ensuring that your hard 
work is honored.

But I also know that our 
community is strongest when 
we work together—when 

generations support one an-
other, share their knowledge, 
and build bridges of under-
standing. My vision is for 
a community where every 
generation thrives, where 
young people are empow-
ered, young adults are sup-
ported, and middle-aged citi-
zens are respected.

This campaign is about all 
of us, about building a future 
where no one is left behind. I 
ask for your trust, your sup-
port, and your partnership as 
we move forward together.

Thank you, and let’s build 
a brighter tomorrow for ev-
ery generation.

Overton Sankey
Arapaho District 2 Candidates:

Cheyenne District 2 Candidates:

George Woods

Allow me to introduce 
myself, I am George Woods, 
I was raised in the El Reno 
and Kingfisher communities, 
where I still reside today. 
I am a proud foster parent, 
currently living a blessed 
and joyful life with three 
daughters and my grandson 
at home. My parents are 
the late Virginia and Robert 
Woods, Sr., and my grand-
parents are the late Myrtle 
and George Woods and the 
late Vivian and Allen Red-
bird, Sr. My family’s legacy 
and the values they instilled 
in me. Humility, respect, and 
service are what guide me 
every day.

Over the last eight years, 
I’ve stayed true to my word 
and worked hard to bring 
meaningful progress to our 
Nation. I’ve proudly spon-
sored and supported legisla-
tion that reflects the priori-
ties of our people:

Expanding tribal Infra-
structure: I supported resolu-
tions that helped strengthen 
and grow the tribe’s physical 
and economic foundations.

Modernizing tribal gov-
ernment: I’ve worked with 
fellow legislators to pass 
laws that improve transpar-
ency, accountability, and ef-
ficiency in our governance 
systems.

Protecting Language 
and Culture: I championed 
additional funding for our 
Tsistsistas and Hinono’ei 
Language Programs to help 
protect our identity and en-
sure our culture thrives for 
future generations.

Supporting Elders and 
Veterans: I coordinated ser-

vices like yard maintenance 
and home support for Elders 
and backed programs that 
honor and assist our veter-
ans.

Eneration youth and their 
potentialent ve supported out 
with geet

initiatives and commu-
nity programming to ensure 
our children have guidance, 
opportunities, and cultural 
pride.

Employment and Oppor-
tunity: I’ve written personal 
recommendation letters and 
reached out to employers 
on behalf of Tribal Citizens, 
helping them gain meaning-
ful employment and eco-
nomic stability.

In addition to legislative 
duties, I’ve worked close-
ly with various Tribal de-
partments, supporting their 
missions and collaborating 
on goals to bring services, 
education, and strong sense 
of community to our people, 
both in and out of district.

My campaign isn’t just 
about what we’ve accom-
plished, it’s about where 
we’re headed together. If 
re-elected, I will continue to:

Lead in Clean Energy 
Development: Advocate for 
solar, wind, and sustainable 
energy solutions that hon-
or our land while reducing 
costs and building long-term 
independence.

Build Stronger Commu-
nities: Support new housing, 
community spaces, and ac-
cess to reliable internet and 
resources across all areas of 
our district.

Invest in Language, Cul-
ture & Wellness: Expand 

access to programs that 
strengthen cultural identity 
and foster personal growth 
for youth, adults, and Elders 
alike.

Serve All Generations: 
From our youngest to our 
oldest, I remain committed 
to ensuring that every Tribal 
Citizen is heard, supported, 
and empowered.

I may not be perfect, but 
I have led with honesty, re-
spect, and humility. I’ve 
stayed grounded in the be-
lief that every Tribal Citizen 
matters, whether you live 
right here in the district or 
hundreds of miles away. I’ve 
done my best to be accessi-
ble, responsive, and depend-
able.

Your vote means a great 
deal to me, not just as a can-
didate, but as a fellow Tribal 
Citizen who wants to con-
tinue making a difference. 
I’m asking for your support 
so we can keep our Nations 
strong, protect what matters 
most, and keep building for 
the next generation.

Néá’ ese (Thank you),

Incumbent George Woods

Max Bear

My name is Max Bear 
and I am submitting my 
candidacy for the Cheyenne 
District 2 legislative seat. I 
am Cheyenne and Arapaho, 
a war Veteran and Cheyenne 
Kit Fox Society member.

I currently serve as the 
Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion officer, which serves 
the people by upholding our 
peoples’ historic footprint 
within our traditional terri-
tory.

I am also a business own-
er of two businesses, land-
scaping and a t-shirt compa-
ny. Both ventures have been 
successful. I have worked 

for the tribe since 2012 in 
the Language and Culture 
Department. Since my hon-
orable discharge from the 
U.S. Navy in 2001 I have 
only worked for three differ-
ent employers. I will bring 
over 25 years of manage-
ment experience and life-
long traditional knowledge 
experiences to the Cheyenne 
District 2 office. I believe we 
need to elect leaders back in 
leadership positions so they 
can better fill the needs of 
all our people for a prosper-
ous future for generations to 
come.

I am asking for your con-

sideration and vote for your 
Cheyenne District 2 legisla-
tor.

Daryl Max Bear

Cheyenne District 2 Candidates:
Almanita Brown

Almanita Brown

Almanita Brown – Can-
didate for Cheyenne Dis-
trict 2 - Almanita Brown is 
a proud daughter of the late 
Margaret Brown and Earl 
Brown. Almanita is a resi-
dent of Kingfisher, Okla. As 
the granddaughter of the late 
John Antelope and Clara To-
bacco of Kingfisher, she was 
raised with strong family 
values. Almanita graduated 
from Kingfisher High School 
and continued her education 
at Rose State College, where 
she earned an Associate De-
gree in Criminal Justice/Lib-
eral Studies.

Driven by a lifelong pas-
sion for public service and 
advocacy, Almanita attend-
ed Langston University and 
later spent several decades 
in Atlanta, GA, where she 
gained valuable experi-
ence working in the Harts-
field-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport. During her 
time there, she also served as 
a steward for the Unite Here 
Union, helping organize air-
port employees and advocat-

ing for workers’ rights.  
In 2013, Almanita took 

her commitment to service 
overseas on a mission trip to 
Côte d’Ivoire, Africa, where 
she inspired over 1,200 
school children to pursue ed-
ucation and believe in their 
potential. Her journey came 
full circle when she returned 
to Oklahoma in 2018 to care 
for her mother and re-engage 
with her community that 
shaped her.

Almanita has since 
worked as a Victim of Crime 
Advocate with Social Ser-
vices, a role that deepened 
her empathy and strength-
ened her resolve to serve her 
people. She currently works 
at Lucky Star Casino and re-
cently completed Real Estate 
School at Burroughs Real 
Estate School in Oklahoma 
City. She is also continu-
ing her education in Crim-
inal Justice and Sociology 
at Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University.

Almanita brings a unique 
blend of compassion, un-

derstanding, real-world ex-
perience, and heartfelt dedi-
cation to her role as a Tribal 
Legislator. Her platform 
centers on listening to tribal 
citizens, promoting transpar-
ency, identifying community 
concerns, and advocating 
for meaningful, generational 
change.  

It’s not about politics - 
it’s about people. Our future 
depends on the decisions we 
make today for the better-
ment of our Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes tomorrow.

Irene Deer

Irene Deer

Greetings! My name is 
Irene Redbird Deer and I am 
running for Cheyenne Dis-
trict 2 Legislator. My par-
ents are the late Allen and 
Vivian Tallbull and Redbird, 
my parental grandparents 
are the late Joseph Redbird 
and the late Lizzie Whitt, 
my maternal grandparents 
are the late John Tallbull and 
the late Mable Medicinebird 
Horn. I reside in Kingfish-
er and attended Kingfisher 
Public Schools. My spouse 

is Francis “Chief” Deer, we 
have three children and eight 
grandchildren. We been mar-
ried for 43 years and together 
a total of 47 years.

I have seen a lot of needs 
for our tribe as well as our 
community. I will be hav-
ing community meetings 
after our ceremonies for the 
upcoming elections. Good 
luck to all candidates that 
are running in this upcoming 
election. 

Shari Clayton

Shari Clayton

I would like to introduce 
myself, Shari Clayton, and 
I am running for Cheyenne 
District 2 legislative of-
fice. I am the daughter of 
the late Francis and Edwina 
Starr Milligan and grand-
daughter to the late Esther 
Rednose Starr. My paternal 
great-grandparents are Al-
bert ‘Eating Wolf’ Rednose 
and Susie Bearrobe.

I have been married 17 
years to Glenn Clayton Jr., 
son of Glenn and the late 
Barbara Tasso Clayton. We 
have one son, Marcus and 
four grandchildren.

I was born and raised in 
Kingfisher, Okla., and be-
gan my work career in 1990 
with the City of Kingfisher, 
Library Department. I left 
the library in 2002 when I 
moved to Oklahoma City. I 
moved back to Kingfisher in 
2007 and was a stay at hone 
mom for several years, when 

I began taking college class-
es. I graduated from Colora-
do Technical University in 
2010 with an Associate of 
Science degree.

I started working for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes in 2017 in the Dept. 
of Enrollment as an office 
clerk. In 2018 I was promot-
ed to Research Specialist and 
have held that position since. 
I also assist with the Burial 
Program when needed.

While working with the 
tribe and talking to our peo-
ple, I have heard and seen 
many things that I do not 
agree with. I am running for 
C2 legislative seat because 
I feel that we are past due 
for a change. We need more 
transparency in how our gov-
ernment is ran. I believe we 
need to go back to quarterly 
or semi-annual meetings to 
inform our tribal citizens of 
what the legislature and the 

executive offices are work-
ing on.

I would appreciate your 
vote and any suggestions you 
may have. Please feel free to 
reach out to me via email at 
shari.clayton@gmail.com or 
by text or calling 405-368-
3315 with your comments, 
concerns or questions.

I look forward to hearing 
from youl. 

Roberta Hamilton

Roberta Hamilton

Hello my relatives and 
friends! I am Roberta “Bob-
bie” Hamilton. My mother 
is Ida Blackman and my fa-
ther is Robert White Thun-
der. Our family is from the 
communities of Watonga and 
Geary. My husband, Dale 
Hamilton and I reside in El 
Reno. We have raised nine 
children – two daughters and 
seven sons. We are blessed 
with 12 grandchildren and a 
great granddaughter.

My schooling includes 
graduating from Waton-
ga High School in 1977. 
I earned my associates of 
nursing degree in 1994 from 
Presentation College in Ea-
gle Butte, S.D., and my bach-
elors of science nursing from 
Salish Kootenai College in 
Pablo, MT., in 2001. My reg-
istered nurse career has been 
with the Indian Health Ser-
vice and Veteran’s Adminis-
tration. I retired from federal 
service in 2016. Currently 

I work with the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes Depart-
ment of Health as director 
for Pathways to Community 
Living. 

Being raised in a chief’s 
family has taught me the 
importance of family and 
respect for our tribal peo-
ple. My grandfather Edward 
White Thunder was a Chey-
enne Chief and army veteran. 
My grandfather John Black-
man was an Arapaho Chief 
and an army veteran. My son 
Damon is an army veteran as 
well as my husband, Dale. 

I embrace the virtues of 
respect, service, honestly, 
collaboration, communica-
tion and active listening. I 
respect and follow our tribal 
traditions and customs. 

As a legislature candi-
date, my goal is to develop 
a strategic action plan with 
the input from tribal mem-
bers. The plan will be im-
plemented throughout the 

term. The framework for the 
plan will include developing 
laws/bills to be put before the 
legislators. Strong collabora-
tion with the tribal members 
is the key to a successful 
implementation of a plan. I 
will work hard for our trib-
al members, locally and for 
our out of district members. 
Hahou! 
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Cheyenne District 2 Candidates:
Douglas Noear

Douglas Noear

Hello, fellow members 
of the Cheyenne & Arapaho 
Tribes,

My name is Douglas No-
ear, and I am running for 
Legislature in the C2 Dis-
trict.

I have lived within the C2 
District for over 25 years. I 
was born in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, but I was raised across 
various parts of America. 
I’ve lived on several other 
reservations before coming 
to El Reno in 1999. I arrived 
with a deep understanding of 
the hardships Native Ameri-
cans face across the country, 
both on and off the reserva-
tions.

I became a Sundancer at 
around 17 years old. I dance 
at Richard Movescamp’s 
Sundance on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation. I am a family 
man—second only to Sun-
dancing.

I believe I am a strong 
candidate because I have 
spent the last two decades 
serving the people of this 
district quietly, behind the 
scenes. And I will continue 
to serve—whether elected or 
not.

If elected, I will be a can-
didate for the people. I will 
use my position to be a voice 

for everyone. My office will 
be open 24/7 and will be a 
safe place for anyone who 
wants to voice their con-
cerns, share their opinions, 
propose ideas or laws that 
could benefit us as a tribe, or 
file complaints about tribal 
matters.

I promise a safe environ-
ment—free from fear of be-
ing targeted or blacklisted by 
individuals, groups, or offi-
cials—for anyone needing 
help or attention to an issue.

I believe in transparen-
cy. I believe in checks and 
balances. I believe that the 
people should feel safe and 
confident that those they 
elect are treating everyone 
fairly and doing everything 
in their power to benefit the 
community.

I own my own remodel-
ing company, so I understand 
how to plan, execute, and 
follow through. Most impor-
tantly, I know how to build—
and that is what I plan to help 
do if elected: build our tribe 
back into one of the most 
powerful and respected in 
Oklahoma.

At the end of the day, I am 
stepping forward to protect 
our people, hold elected offi-
cials accountable, and ensure 

fair treatment for all. I am 
here to help build a stronger 
future for our community.

If I have to stand alone 
to do it, I will. I will stand 
alone, fighting for every 
member who cannot stand 
and fight for themselves.

No more abuse of pow-
er. No more ignoring the 
people. No more stepping on 
the little guy. No more using 
these positions to benefit a 
select few.

That is my promise if I am 
elected.

I will stand by you and 
stand up for you. I will be the 
voice of every single mem-
ber. And I will fight against 
bias and corruption.

Melvin Roman Nose

Melvin Roman Nose

Hello. My name is Melvin 
Roman Nose and I am run-
ning for Cheyenne District 2 
legislator. I was born a full-
blood Cheyenne at the IHS 
Indian Hospital near Clin-
ton, Okla., on July 26, 1948, 
to Milan and Susie Roman 
Nose, and great-grandson 
to Randolph Sandhill, who 
helped translate the Bible 
to Cheyenne and Henry C. 
Roman Nose (Roman Nose 
State Park). 

Academics: Watonga 
H.S. 1966, Haskell 1968, 
U.S Army 1970, Artillery, 
E6, honorable discharge, 
Cameron University 1976, 
OSU 1984. 

Work Experience: U.S. 
wildland fire fighter & Sur-
veyors helper, May-Sept 
1966, Yakima, WA; Presto-
lite, Inc. Welder, 1970-1971, 
OKC; Trigg Oil Drilling, 
1873- 1973, OKC; D. Hen-
ry Engineering, Draftsman/
Surveyors helper, Lawton, 
OK. 1974-1976; Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes, Proj-
ect Manager, 1977-1981; 
Cities Service Oil & Gas 
Corp., Exploration Survey, 
1982-1984; OSU, Machinist 
Operator, 1984-1985; Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes, 
Operation & Maintenance 
Management, 1986-1995; 
Planning, Dept., Grant Writ-
er, 1995-2004; Communi-
ty Development Director, 
2004-2017; Planning, Grant 

Writer, 2017-2019; Retired.
I was primarily a con-

struction project manager. I 
wrote over 40 construction 
grants, planned and devel-
oped tribal construction 
projects, and wrote the En-
vironmental Assessment for 
each project, which provided 
safe and healthy floor spac-
es for the tribes’ direct pro-
grams and departments –the 
steps, or process, from start 
to completion. 

A construction project in-
volves finding resources and 
funds, planning, designing, 
and completing/operating. 
All 40 construction projects 
were completed on time, 
within Budget, and were op-
erational the next day, with-
out Change Orders (C.O.), 
with Electrical & Mechan-
ical inspections complet-
ed, ready to occupy. In the 
planning phase, all the en-
vironmental concerns were 
mitigated, the construction 
contract was not signed un-
til all funds were available, 
and everyone knew what to 
expect from the construction 
contract. All Change Order 
is a Construction Contract 
modification. The 40 con-
struction projects included 
clinics, Head Start facilities, 
office buildings, and infra-
structure projects, including 
land purchase and finding 
funds to purchase SAND-
CREEK (1500 acres). OK 

state purchased the Elk City 
land at no cost to the tribes.   

Tribal budget shall com-
ply with the C&A Constitu-
tion

I STAND FOR:  Provid-
ing food cards for C2 Tribal 
Members, supporting a min-
imum wage increase, and 
ensuring all meetings will 
be open to the public. Will 
support developing and con-
tracting PL 638 (Self-Gover-
nance) to improve the Health 
Service for TM. Support the 
Energy Department in de-
veloping Energy from the 
Tribes’ natural resources. 
Support Veterans, youth, and 
the elderly – support training 
and education for the tribal 
worker. The Best Candi-
date is expected to put tribal 
members’ needs and wants 
ahead of their agenda.

Milan Roman Nose

Milan Roman Nose

I, Milan Roman Nose Jr., 
am proud to announce my 
candidacy for Cheyenne Dis-
trict 2 Legislator. I am the 
son of Quinton and Ladonna 
Roman Nose of Watonga, 
Okla. Fraternal grandparents 
are the late Milan Roman 
Nose and Susie Sandhill 
Roman Nose. My mater-
nal grandparents are Ruth 
Yellowman Brooks and the 
late Ernest Brooks. I am a 
direct descendant, the great, 
great grandson of Cheyenne 
Peace Chief Henry Roman 
Nose. Maheo has blessed me 
with four beautiful children, 
Emma, Edward, Brody, and 
Violent Roman Nose. 

I was born and raised in 
Watonga until I graduated 
high school. I then attended 
Redland Community College 
in 1998, where I have been a 
resident of El Reno since I 
graduated with an associate’s 
degree in 2000. I went on to 
receive my bachelor’s degree 
in interdisciplinary studies 
from Southwestern Oklaho-
ma State University in 2007. 

I have been employed 
with Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes since 2011. I currently 
work for the Tribal Historic 

Preservation Office. I have 
also worked in Treasury and 
Tradition Not Addiction.  

I understand being the 
C-2 Legislator is representa-
tion for our district, meaning 
I have to always be at my 
best for our district. Being 
alcohol and drug free allows 
me to lead by example to our 
youth that there are different, 
more positive ways to live. 

I will also focus on pre-
serving our culture and en-
suring our history is being 
taught to all tribal citizens 
wanting to gain such knowl-
edge. Growing up around our 
ceremonies, I have been for-
tunate to learn many things 
within our culture.  I will 
make sure every tribal citi-
zen in distress will receive 
support from the C-2 offices 
during any emergency cri-
sis and allow tribal citizens 
in our district to have their 
voices heard and taken into 
consideration, such as on 
how C2 funds should be al-
located. 

Many legislators say they 
want what is best for their 
district, but how much is the 
people’s opinion considered 
when decisions are being 

made? Transparency will be 
used when it comes to C2 
spending. I will provide more 
assistance for our C2 out-of-
service Tribal Members.   

If I should be elected, 
whether you vote for more or 
not, I will do my best for all 
C2 district tribal members. In 
closing, win or lose, like my 
father, Quinton Roman Nose, 
has shown me by his exam-
ple, I will continue to impact 
our Tribe in a positive way. 
I am honored and appreciate 
your vote for Cheyenne Dis-
trict 2 legislator. Thank you.

Cheyenne District 2 Candidates:

Today, I Tracie Sankey 
stand before you with great 
humility and immense grati-
tude, to announce my candi-
dacy for Cheyenne district 2 
legislator.

This decision was not 
made lightly. It comes from 
my deep belief in our com-
munity and my unwavering 
commitment to serve you. 
I have listened to your con-
cerns and, in our community 
and at our workplaces. I have 
seen both the challenges we 
face and the incredible po-
tential we possess.

I am running because I 
believe we can do better … 
together. I believe in a future 
where every tribal member 
has access to, where every 
family feels safe, and where 

every person has the oppor-
tunity to succeed. I believe 
that our government needs to 
listen, and act with integrity, 
and put our people first.

If you honor me with your 
trust and your vote, I am 
willing to work tirelessly for 
you. I will fight for our com-
munity and people. I will 
listen to your voices, respect 
your ideas, and always put 
our community’s needs at the 
forefront.

This campaign is not just 
about me; it’s about all of us. 
It’s about building a future 
we can be proud of, for our-
selves and for generations to 
come.

So in the months and days 
to come I ask for your sup-
port. Stand with me, work 

with me, and together, let’s 
shape a brighter tomorrow.

Thank you and may our 
Cheyenne and Arapaho peo-
ple continue to thrive.

Tracie Sankey

Tracie Sankey

Jewel Turtle

Jewel Turtle

Greeting to all people of 
the sacred arrows (Chey-
enne) and the people of the 
bigwaters (Arapaho).

My name is Vetcora, 
Jewel A. Turtle is my En-
glish name. My father was 
Winston Turtle Sr., born on 
Aug. 14, 1933. His brothers 
were Wayne, Billy Ralph, 
Nelson and Wiley Turtle. 
Their parents were Dorcas 
Birdchief and Ralph Turtle. 
My grandfather’s parents 
were “Hoping” Little Calf 
Turtle and Orin Turtle. Orin 
Turtle’s parents were John 
Turtle (whom was a Calvary 
scout that was fresh off the 
plains) married to Dog Wom-
an. My grandmother Dorcas 
Birdchief mother was Vet-
cora Redwolf related to Eu-
gene Blackbear Sr., family 
and were first cousins. Her 
father was Pete Birdchief 
Sr., he has a brother named 
Andrew Birdchief married 
to a northern Cheyenne 
last name Little Coyote in 
Montana. My mother Mary 
Angie Turtle was federally 
recognized tribe of the Dine. 
I am full blooded 4/4 Amer-
ican native, with my roots. I 
come from a chief’s family. 
My grandfather Ralph was a 
chief and my only one broth-
er Winston Turtle Jr., holds 
that seat. My roots are from 
Kingfisher, Okla. I also have 
many family members in the 
military. I am the youngest of 
Winston Turtle’s children of 
three sisters and one brother. 

I, Jewel Turtle, am a can-
didate for the Cheyenne Dis-
trict 2 Legislative office. I 
am humbly asking for your 
support in my campaign to 
bring positive change to our 
community, with confidence 

and no corruption. I believe 
that with your help, we can 
ensure that our tribal laws are 
clear, transparent and consis-
tently enforced for the benefit 
and well-being of our entire 
tribe. I am not a politician, 
I am a fellow tribal member 
who cares deeply about our 
people, our culture and our 
future. Many tribal members 
within the C-2 district need 
stronger legislative support 
to address critical needs 
such as employment oppor-
tunities, access to affordable 
housing, comprehensive 
health care including dental 
and mental behavioral health 
services. By working togeth-
er, we can move forward as a 
united tribal nation, ensuring 
that no member is left behind 
as we strive to find workable 
solutions for all. Too many 
times, we’ve seen decisions 
made behind closed doors, 
promises broken, and our 
trust taken for granted. I be-
lieve our government should 
be built on respect and ac-
countability. I do not come to 
you with lofty promises – I 
come with a commitment to 
listen, to speak the truth, and 
work ever day in the best in-
terest of our people. 

I am a single parent 
(mother), my daughter’s 
name is Shellwoman Larney. 
Shellwoman knows I do not 
display or put my self above 
anyone and asked if I could 
write her thoughts about me. 
She wants people to know 
that I am a hard worker, 
problem solver, efficient, 
kind, fast learner, compas-
sionate, resourceful, inde-
pendent, good with finances 
and most importantly honest. 
I also have an associate’s de-

gree in general studies from 
Pueblo Community College. 
I have an accounting certif-
icate from San Juan Basin 
Technical College and I also 
have my commercial driver’s 
license. I am currently em-
ployed with Messer Gases 
and haul CO2 (Carbon Diox-
ide). When I start something 
I see it through to the end. I 
also never put my elders in 
a nursing home I cared for 
them at home. Now that I do 
not have family priorities I 
want to help the tribe. I am 
not perfect, but will always 
be honest with you. I will not 
make decisions based on pol-
itics or pressure but based on 
what is right for our people. 

If elected I will fight for 
fairness, for the needs of 
our elders and youth and for 
the protection of our tribal 
sovereignty and resources. I 
will always be available to 
hear your concerns and I will 
work hard to be a voice for 
every tribal member in our 
district. 

Thank you for consid-
ering me as your represen-
tative. I will ask for your 
prayers, your guidance, and 
your vote. 

Hi, my name is Wanda 
Whiteman. I have made my 
home in El Reno the past 46 
years. I have raised four sons, 
one which is now in heaven. 
I have helped raise many 
‘bonus’ sons and daughters. 
I have nine grandchildren, 
four who I have guardianship 
of and the oldest graduated in 
2020, and two will graduate 
in 2026. One grandson wants 
to live with me, he’s 13 years 
young and I’m preparing to 
get legal guardianship now. I 
attained a Master of Science 
degree from Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University. 
I am retired after 40 years of 

employment with our Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes.

I am declaring my candi-
dacy for Cheyenne District 
2 legislative seat because I 
want to help tribal members 
in need, the elders that need a 
place to eat nutritious meals, 
and a place to gather maybe 
to exercise, and to help the 
homeless who need a cool-
ing station in summer and a 
warming place in the win-
ter. Tribal members who are 
seeking an education, trans-
portation, rides to the com-
plex and need a little assis-
tance to apply for resources. 
I want to serve to be able to 

help my people.

Wanda Whiteman

Wanda Whiteman
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Cheyenne District 4 Candidates:
Incumbent Byron Byrd

Byron Byrd

I, Byron Byrd, am an-
nouncing my candidacy for 
Cheyenne District 4 legisla-
tive seat.

The past four years we’ve 
been working hard on getting 
our new travel center up and 
running, getting the Elk City 
property placed into trust and 
the purchase of the ranch to 
name a new. We started this 
journey during my second 
term getting major projects 
done following the pandemic 
and shutdown of not only the 
nation’s economy, but our 
tribes’ economy. I’ve shown 
countless times through my 
leadership and this adminis-
tration that our tribe is here 
and turning a new leaf in 
the way we do business. I 
was here throughout darkest 
times when the tribes were 
shut down and trying to 
survive during the national 
pandemic. I did what I could 
helping helping my district 
with rations and providing 
firewood for the people in 
need. I feel like there is more 

I can accomplish for my dis-
trict if re-elected. To me and 
my heart, that’s who I am 
as a leader, speaking up for 
my district, praying for all 
our people and being in the 
community everyday liv-
ing amongst our people. It’s 
made my heart full knowing 
our ancestors prayed for us 
to still be here today and leg-
islator or not, I’ll always help 
when needed and be here for 
my people. I am proud of the 
accomplishments from the 
smallest to the biggest that 
the tribes made while I’ve 
been in office. These accom-
plishments have moved our 
tribes forward in a positive 
direction. I want to thank all 
of my friends, family and 
loved ones for being such a 
great support system. This 
is only the beginning of the 
great things that the tribes is 
going to accomplish. To my 
past two administrations, 
thank you for believing in 
me and trusting he vision we 
have for the tribes. We still 

have so much more work to 
do. Probably one of our most 
important elections in recent 
memory with continuing 
moving forward with devel-
oping our Elk City property, 
creating a community cen-
ter for our El City constit-
uents and moving forward 
as a tribe. Stability is key! 
Whether I’m re-elected or 
not, I will still be here in my 
district to support our people 
and help whenever needed. 
Nea’ese – Thank you!

Alexandria Anderson-Stevens

Alexandria
Anderson-Stevens

Hello Cheyenne District 
4, my name is Alexandria 
Anderson-Stevens, daughter 
of the late Manfred Kaulaity 
and Esther Wood Kaulaity. 
Granddaughter of the late 
John and May Wood my pa-
ternal great grandparents are 
Ben and Nina (Antelope) 
Wood, Raphael and Lov-
ing-Mary Romero.

My family and I moved 
to Elk City in 2007 from 
Anadarko, Okla. My hus-
band and I have four daugh-
ters and six wonderful grand-
children. I began working at 
the Great Plains Regional 
Medical Center, then work-
ing for the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes in different 
areas such as surveillance, 
CHR and currently with the 
EMS as a public health aid/
transport driver.

I am running for Chey-
enne District 4 because I feel 
there is a need for change. 
My priorities are to serve all 
people in my district and to 
treat everyone equally, re-
spectfully and be transpar-
ent. I will be open to any 
suggestions or problems that 
you may have, this will also 
help me to see what needs to 
be done.

I wish all candidates good 
luck, if you have any ques-
tions please feel free to con-

tact me at 580-819-3258.

Tiffany Bullcoming

Tiffany Bullcoming

Hello, my name is Tiffany 
Bullcoming, and I am for-
mally announcing my can-
didacy for Cheyenne District 
4.  I am from Hammon and 
currently live there.  I have 
four sons and a little brother.  
They are Kellyn BullCom-
ing, Kingston BullComing, 
Dru BullComing, Kassius 
BullComing, and Kenneth 
Pewo Jr.  They all attend 

Hammon Public Schools.  
My parents are Wilbur and 
Edwina BullComing.  My 
paternal Grandparents are 
the late Donald BullComing 
Sr. and the late Esther Seger.  
My maternal grandparents 
are the late Edwin Pewo and 
Margie Pewo.

I would appreciate your 
vote at this election time.  
Thank you!

Ruth Ann Standingwater Costilla
My name is Ruth Ann 

Standingwater Costilla and I 
was born in Elk City, Okla., 
to Samuel Standingwater 
and Elaine Miles Bird. I was 
raised in Hammon, Okla.

My grandparents were 
John Miles and Minnie 
Whiteman Miles. My pater-
nal grandparents were Sam 
Standingwater and Jose-

phine Whitecrane. 
I have chosen this path in 

my life to be a voice for all 
enrolled members in Chey-
enne 4 district. As a pub-
lic servant it is very crucial 
to display communication, 
honesty, commitment and 
transparency to all enrolled 
members in the Cheyenne 4 
district, native pride! 

No Photo Available

Thurman Starr

Thurman Starr

Hello! My name is Thur-
man Starr, a Cheyenne 
Chief.  I reside in Hammon, 
Oklahoma. I have lived here 
most of my life.  

The reason I decided to 
run for Cheyenne District 4 
Legislator is to be the voice 
for our people, not just in 
my district, but for all oth-
er districts. So, I am asking 
for your vote on October 7 
for a change. I’m asking you 

to give me a chance to help 
make new ideas and help the 
tribe move forward.  

I am asking Cheyenne 
District 4 voters to give me 
a chance and help me do my 
best to represent all my peo-
ple.  

My parents are the late 
Frank (Toby) Starr and 
Christine Fingernail Starr. 
Your vote would be appreci-
ated. Thank you.

Cheyenne District 4 Candidates:
John Paul Hoffman

John Paul Hoffman

Hello my fellow commu-
nity members, neighbors, 
friends and family.

My name is John Hoff-
man and I am honored to 
come before you to announce 
my candidacy for the Chey-
enne District 4 Legislator. I 
envision a community where 
every person matters and I 
will work towards building a 
strong Cheyenne community 
through dedicated hard work, 
communication among our 
people and advocacy for bet-
ter services in the Cheyenne 
District 4 community.

I am the Great grandson of 
the late Albert Archie Hoff-
man and Vinnie WhiteEa-
gle Hoffman, Grandson of 
the late Fred Buster Hoff-
man and Kathryn Youngbull 
Hoffman. My father is the 
late John Tyler Hoffman and 
mother Pauline Cheromiah 
Hoffman. The Hoffman fam-
ily has worked for our Chey-
enne and Arapaho people 
many years’, as my grand-
father Fred held positions as 
Chairman of the C&A Tribes 
and within the business com-
mittee. The Hoffman’s were 
raised within the Native 
American Church.

Although I was not raised 
in Hammon, Oklahoma, I’ve 
kept close ties with my fami-
ly since I was a toddler. I was 
born in Oakland, California 
and raised in Farmington, 
New Mexico. I moved to 
Bethel, Alaska at the age of 

18 and worked ground crew 
for a small aviation company 
servicing villages along the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. I 
joined the Marine Corps in 
1992 and served until 1996, 
where my MOS was 0431 
logistics/embarkation. I at-
tended Marine Corps recruit 
depot in San Diego, Califor-
nia. My first duty station was 
in Okinawa, Japan for 2 ½ 
years with the III Marine Di-
vision, Combat Assault Bat-
talion, Camp Schwab. I then 
served with the III Marine 
Air Wing, MCAS El Toro, 
California.

After my military service, 
I moved to Hammon Oklaho-
ma and lived with my grand-
mother, Kathryn and attend-
ed Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University for 2 years. I 
attended Rose State College 
where I studied in their Legal 
Assistant program.  

I married, started a family 
and have a beautiful daugh-
ter, Kayla Hoffman. During 
this time, I began my fed-
eral career with the Indian 
Health Service in Dallas, 
Texas with the Division of 
Engineering Services as a 
Procurement Technician for 
2 years. I accepted a posi-
tion with the IHS Lawton 
Service Unit as a Purchasing 
Agent for 2 ½ years. Then I 
secured a position within the 
IHS Headquarters in Rock-
ville, Maryland as a Grants 
Management Specialist. I 

have worked extensively 
with tribes throughout In-
dian Country managing an 
annual portfolio of $75 mil-
lion in federal funding for 
various programs like the 
Special Diabetes Program 
for Indians (SDPI), Epide-
miology (EPI), Tribal Self 
Governance (TSGP) and 
Methamphetamine and Sui-
cide Prevention (MSPI). I 
retired from federal service 
in April 2025 after 27 years 
of service.

I believe in integrity and 
transparency with good mor-
als and values. I will repre-
sent the Cheyenne 4 district 
with dedicated passion to en-
sure our people are heard and 
the community concerns are 
addressed.

I look forward to being 
the Cheyenne 4 District Leg-
islature. Ha Hou!

Amelia Beaver Waters

Amelia Beaver Waters

My name is Amelia (Bea-
ver) Waters and I am running 
for the Cheyenne District 4 
legislative seat.

I am the proud grand-
daughter of Fred Hoffman 
and Kathryn Hoffman, as 
well as Amos Beaver Jr., and 
Ida Hoffman. First and fore-
most, I want to thank Maheo 
for the opportunity to serve 
the people and communities 
of the C4 District. Through-
out my life I have been 

guided by the values of pa-
tience, kindness, endurance, 
and most importantly faith. 
These life experiences have 
shaped who I am and how 
I lead. If given the honor to 
lead, I will make it my mis-
sion to ensure every voice is 
heard, from our respected el-
ders to our youngest child. I 
humbly ask for your support 
so that together, we can walk 
this path of progress, unity, 
and cultural strength.

Mariah Youngbull

Mariah Youngbull

My name is Mariah 
Youngbull and I am honored 
to officially announce my 
candidacy for Cheyenne Dis-
trict 4 Legislator. I believe 
it’s time for new energy, new 
ideas and a renewed com-
mitment to listening to and 
working alongside our peo-
ple. It’s time for leadership 
that reflects the values of our 
community – and I’m ready 
to be that leader. 

I am the daughter of Pol-
lie (Pewo) and John Good-
man, and the granddaughter 
of Margie (Belt) Pewo and 
the late Chief Edwin Pewo. 
I’m a graduate of Hammon 
High School and have proud-
ly called Elk City home since 
2012. I am a wife, a mother, 
and a dedicated member of 
our community – values that 
guide every decision I make.

Professionally, I’m a li-
censed realtor in the state of 
Oklahoma. In this role, I’ve 
helped numerous Cheyenne 
and Arapaho tribal mem-
bers – and members of other 
tribes – achieve the dream of 
homeownership. I’ve worked 
closely with the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Housing Au-
thority on Acquisition Proj-
ects and have guided many 
families through our Down 

Payment Assistance Pro-
gram. This work has given 
me a front-row seat to the 
needs of our people – and the 
determination and insight to 
do more. 

I believe Cheyenne Dis-
trict 4 is ready for a change 
– one that brings our tribal 
members back into the con-
versation. Too many of our 
people feel unheard, un-
informed, or disconnected 
from tribal decision-making. 
I want to bridge that gap by 
improving communication, 
increasing transparency, and 
encouraging community in-
volvement in every corner of 
our district. I will be a leader 
who listens – and acts – with 
the best interest of our fami-
lies, elders, youth, and future 
generations in mind. 

As a mother, I’m espe-
cially passionate about edu-
cation, youth programs, and 
the opportunities we create 
for our next generation. I be-
lieve our youth should have 
access to cultural resources, 
leadership development, and 
strong education system that 
keep them rooted in who they 
are while preparing them for 
the future. As legislator, I 
will advocate for resources 
and partnerships that help 

our young people succeed 
both inside and outside the 
classroom. 

I’m not running just to 
hold a seat – I’m running to 
make a difference. I’m com-
mitted to bring accessible, 
accountable, and active in all 
communities within District 
4. My promise is to work 
hard, communicate open-
ly, and always prioritize the 
wellbeing of our people. 

With humility and pur-
pose, I ask for your support 
and your vote to be your 
next Cheyenne District 4 
Legislator. Together, we can 
strengthen our community, 
uplift our voices and create 
lasting change. 
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