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CONCHO, Okla. — The 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Election Commis-
sion has announced key up-
dates as the 2025 election 
season moves forward.

Absentee ballots were 
mailed on Aug.18, 2025. 
Tribal citizens who did not 
receive their ballot by Aug. 
25, 2025 are urged to con-
tact the Election Commis-
sion at 1-800-247-4612. 
Callers will be asked to 
provide their full name, roll 
number, date of birth, and 

current address to verify el-
igibility.

The Election Commis-
sion emphasized that all ab-
sentee ballots must be nota-
rized before being returned. 
Ballots must arrive at the El 
Reno Post Office by 3:00 
p.m. on Election Day to be 
counted. Hand-delivered 
ballots will not be accepted 
under any circumstances. 
This one-time notarization 
requirement applies only to 
the 2025 election cycle and 
will be reviewed again for 

future elections.
Additionally, the Com-

mission has approved a 
new policy: tribal members 
who do not vote in the next 
two consecutive elections 
will be removed from the 
voter roll and required to 
re-register before casting a 
ballot again.

In legislative action, 
on Aug. 9, 2025, the 10th 
Legislature voted to pass 
Resolutions #10L-RS-
2025-07-001 and #10L-
RS-2025-08-001, which 

formally settled case 
#CIV-2018-114. The res-
olutions were the result of 
collaboration between the 
10th Legislature, the Elec-
tion Commission, and the 
tribes’ Executive Office. A 
non-payment compensation 
and release of claims agree-
ment was reached, paving 
the way for a new election 
law to be enacted following 
the governor’s signature. 
Election officials stressed 
that this settlement will not 
affect the current election 

cycle, as all constitution-
al deadlines have already 
been met.

Election officials also 
outlined guidelines for 
ballot counting on Oct. 7, 
2025. Each candidate may 
appoint one observer to 
be present during the vote 
tabulation process, which 
will take place in the large 
conference room at Tribal 
Headquarters. Observers 
must check in by 5:00 p.m. 
and remain present for the 
entire tabulation period, 

which could last more than 
five hours. No cell phones, 
electronics, or outside de-
vices will be permitted in 
the room.

Copies of the forthcom-
ing election law will be 
made available to tribal 
citizens once signed by the 
governor.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Election
Updates: Absentee Ballots,
Resolutions and Observer Guidelines

CONCHO, Okla. – The Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes held a 
Special Tribal Council meeting Sat-
urday, Aug. 16, at the R.E.Sp.E.C.T. 
Gymnasium in Concho, Okla., ad-
dressing key constitutional amend-
ments.

After role call nominations for 
chairperson and secretary were 
opened on the floor.

Bobbie Hamilton was elected 
chairwoman after receiving 79 votes 

over Kyle Spotted Horse with 51. 
Jennifer Bailey declined her nomi-
nation.

Jennifer Bailey was elected sec-
retary with 116 votes, defeating Wil-
ma Blackbear with 71 votes. Agen-
da:

Voter Participation Requirement 
– A proposed amendment to reduce 
the percentage of voter participation 
required for constitutional amend-
ments failed with 104 votes in favor, 

115 against, and 10 abstaining.
NOTE: A motion from the floor 

to adjust the requirement from 15% 
to 20% passed with a vote of 100 
votes for, 96 against and 22 abstain-
ing, however the overall resolution 
still failed.

Term Limits for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor – A resolu-
tion introducing term limits passed 
with 123 votes for, 117 against, and 
7 abstaining. This measure will be 

placed on the Nov. 4 ballot for all 
registered voters.

Residency Requirements – A 
resolution amending residency re-
quirements passed 123-102 with 3 
abstaining. It will also appear on the 
Nov. 4 ballot.

Remote Participation and Voting 
– A resolution allowing verified trib-
al members to participate and vote 
remotely in Tribal Council meetings 
passed 117-106 with 5 abstaining.

Tribal Council holds special 
meeting in Concho

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

Rosemary Stephens,
Editor-in-Chief 

WATONGA, Okla. – This 
October, two traditions, one 
rooted in Oklahoma’s ag-
ricultural history, the oth-
er in the living culture of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes, will come together 
in an unprecedented partner-
ship.

The Plains Collective, a 
nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to preserving and shar-
ing Native culture, has an-
nounced the Indigenous Arts 
Festival, set to take place 
Oct. 10–11 in conjunction 
with the long-standing  Wa-
tonga Cheese Festival, cele-
brating its 48th year.

The collaboration marks 
the first effort of its kind to 
intentionally unite the com-
munity of Watonga with 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes in celebration of cul-
ture, history and creativity.

This festival is being pro-
moted for more than just en-
tertainment, but a connection 
bringing together Indigenous 
art, history, and food with 
long-standing local tradi-
tions, to create a space where 
everyone can celebrate to-
gether, learn from one anoth-
er, and strengthen the bonds 
of community.

Visitors will experience 
the vibrancy of Native art-
istry through exhibitions 
by renowned Indigenous 
artists, cultural displays 
at  Roman Nose State Park, 
and a spectacular fash-
ion show featuring Native 
designers. A  collabora-
tion  powwow  will bring 
drumbeats and dance to the 
celebration, while traditional 
food demonstrations and a 
frybread contest promise 
flavors as memorable as 
Watonga’s famous cheese.

Alongside these cultur-
al showcases, festivalgoers 
can enjoy long-standing 
Cheese Festival favorites: 
the lively  parade, quilt and 
art shows, youth activities, 
and community events such 
as the Great Rat Race, Pedal 
Tractor Pull and Fall Festival 
Rodeo. Together, the diverse 
activities weave what Tall 
Bear described as “a tapestry 
of shared experiences, bridg-
ing Native and non-Native 
traditions in a way that cele-
brates both individuality and 
community.”

The idea for the Indige-
nous Arts Festival grew from 
the vision of  three broth-
ers from Watonga, Melvin, 
Larry, and Quinton Roman 
Nose, who dreamed of cre-
ating an event that would 

Bridging Traditions: Indigenous 
arts festival joins Watonga Cheese 
Festival for historic celebration

As federal spending on 
immigrant enforcement and 
detention soars, a private 
prison company is adver-
tising detention officer po-
sitions at vacant prisons in 
Watonga and Sayre.

Tennessee-based Core-
Civic, whose stock has risen 
52% since President Donald 
Trump’s victory last Novem-
ber, is offering $27 per hour 
to detention officer recruits 
as it negotiates contracts 
with the federal government 
to reopen the idle facilities. 
That’s $5.50 per hour more 
than what Oklahoma pays its 
entry-level correctional offi-
cers. 

No law enforcement or 
corrections experience is 
necessary to apply, according 
to the postings. Applicants 
must be 21 or older, have a 
clean driving record and hold 
a high school diploma or 
GED. 

The Watonga prison, 
which housed out-of-state 
prisoners from Hawaii, Wis-
consin and California during 
the late 1990s and 2000s, has 
been empty since May 2010. 
The Oklahoma Department 
of Corrections vacated the 
North Fork facility more re-
cently in June 2023, citing 
persistent staffing shortages. 

Private company hiring 
as it looks to turn
vacant Oklahoma
prisons into immigration 
detention centers

The Diamondback Correctional Facility in Watonga as 
seen on Aug. 8, 2025. The prison has been vacant since 
2010, but may reopen soon as an ICE detention facility. 
(Photo / Keaton Ross)

Keaton Ross, Oklahoma Watch
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Bringing Our 
Children Home

Part 5 of a 5 Part Series

DARA FRANKLIN  pg. 16

(CONCHO, OK) As the the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes begin their journey of reinterning 18 
children who passed away and was  buried on site 
while attending Carlisle Boarding School in Car-
lisle, Pennsylvania, we complete our five part se-
ries, “Bringing Our Children Home,” by featuring 
Charles Whiteshield/Whitefoot (Cheyenne) and 
William Sammers (Cheyenne).

 The children will be laid to rest in October at the 
tribes’ Concho Indian Cemetery in Concho, Okla.

Nearly 200 students died while attending the Carlisle Indian School while it 
was in operation from 1879 to 1918.

It was the first federally funded off-reservation boarding school for Native 
American children in the country. The cemetery is on the grounds of what is 
now U.S. Army War College.

Charles (Charley) Whiteshield, Cheyenne entered Carlisle on October 22, 
1883. Passed on at Carlisle on February 1, 1887 (There are no listings under 

“home address” or for “father” and “mother” for 
Charley Whiteshield. The information below comes 
from Mark Whiteshield’s student information card.)

Home address: White Shield (Chief) / Father list-
ed as living / Mother listed as living

Outings:  Wm. S. Poulterer in Maud, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania from July 9, 1884 to Decem-
ber 15, 1885

Charles Whiteshield made the honor roll in No-
vember 1886, as advertised in the Indian Helper 
from Friday, December 31, 1886.

William Summers (also known as Billy Somers 
and Wykes Sumner), Cheyenne, entered Carlisle on 
September 12, 1885 at the age of 17 / Passed on at 
Carlisle on May 21, 1888

Home address: Red Eagle (William Summers’ 
agency is listed as Pine Ridge, not the Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency on his 
Carlisle student information card) Father listed as living / Mother listed as 

living
Outings: E.L. Carey in Dolington, 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania from 
September 20, 1887 to May 15, 1888

Ran away from Carlisle with two 
other boys—Calvin Redwolf (Chey-
enne) and Eustace Pelone (San Car-
los Apache)—on July 6, 1886.

Billy made the honor roll in No-
vember 1886, as advertised in the In-
dian Helper from Friday, December 
31, 1886

In his death announcement pub-
lished in the Indian Helper, Carlisle 
newspaper from Friday May 25, 
1888, it states, in part, “The funer-
al of Billy Somers, Cheyenne, who 
died of spinal meningitis was held 
Tuesday afternoon. No one mourns 
the death of this young man more 
than his brother Abe, who watched 
faithfully at the bedside of his dying 
brother until the last.”

In correspondence with Carlisle in 
1914, Abe Somers writes that he now 
goes by William Abe Somers.

Portrait of Charley White Shield (on right) 
in 1886: (https://carlisleindian.dickinson.
edu/images/mark-white-shield-and-charley-
white-shield-c1886).

Photo of Abe Somers, 
brother of William ‘Billy’ 
Somers.

Oklahoma Indian Nation Powwow 
Chairwoman Dara Franklin retires
after 25 years, leaving lasting legacy

After more than two decades of leader-
ship, Dara Franklin, Cheyenne and Arapaho, 
is stepping down as chairwoman of the Okla-
homa Indian Nation (OIN) Powwow, leaving 
behind a legacy rooted in unity, tradition, and 
community growth.

Held annually in Concho, Okla., the OIN 
Powwow began in 1990 and was founded by 
James ‘Jimmy’ Hawk. Franklin’s first mem-
ory of her involvement with OIN was when 
Hawk had asked her to help assist his wife, 
Pat Hawk and Teresa White, Bobby Simpson 
and Marie Whitebird with the powwow in 
1997. 

Franklin would help where she was need-
ed, whether that was assisting with head staff, 
selling tickets, tabulating, taking numbers or 
having tickets ready for raffles. 

“I love going to powwows and so I talked 
to my dad about it. He said, well you know 
you've got to be around people, you got to 
treat people good, and welcome them, a lot of 
visitors come and I said, okay,” Franklin said. 

Franklin would witness the crowds getting 
larger during the OIN powwow through the 
years and eventually a new parking lot was 

built, allowing more parking for visitors. Ce-
lebrities would be invited to the powwow, 
drawing more people in to attend throughout 
the years as it grew. By 2000, Franklin had 
become chairwoman. Over the next 25 years, 
she led with persistence and care, always lis-
tening to feedback and striving to make the 
powwow stronger each year.

“Every year, we learned what we needed 
to do to make it better,” Franklin said.

Listening to complaints and feedback over 
time, Franklin said she wasn’t one to give up.

“If we got a complaint, we just had to 
make it better. I'm not for giving up. We're 
just going to make it better, do what we need 
to do and then pretty soon there was so many 
people,” Franklin said. 

Franklin remembered ordering numbers 
for contest participants and would order 
150 numbers, now the powwow orders have 
grown to over 300 numbers, as that’s how 
many numbers are given out to people who 
attend, from children to elders. 

Seeing participation from many peo-
ple and the surrounding community is what 
brought the most joy to Franklin in her role 

as chairperson.
“Seeing our people, seeing 

our families, their flags, how 
well represented that our fam-
ilies that come forward to rec-
ognize their family, especially 
those flags, that means a lot to 
our people,” Franklin said. 

Through the different head 
staff, the donations and spe-
cials they’ve done to make 
the powwow better, to honor 
their families, Franklin said 
she “enjoyed seeing people 
have a good time.”

And by inviting people to 
feedings at OIN, making sure 
everyone was fed and bring-
ing everyone together in unity 
for the powwow, it had accu-
mulated through the years 
as it grew. Especially for the 
princesses. 

Franklin remembers the 
first princesses of OIN, which 
were Tommye Dayle Simp-
son and Sarah Black. Then 
through the years, the com-
mittee started doing a penny a 
vote, where princesses would 
raise funds and some even 
raised as much as $2,000, 
which helped take care of 
what was needed for the pow-
wow. 

As OIN continued to grow 
through the years, Franklin felt honored to 
be a part of the powwow and to witness the 
new addition of arbors built on the powwow 
grounds. 

“Over the years, it's been our people that 
have made this, what it is today, it's our peo-
ple that have done it.”

Franklin believes OIN has done a lot to 
help the community by bringing people to-
gether, as she hears news of younger genera-
tions entering the powwow arena, with danc-
ers growing more and more each time. 

“Culture is important to us and if we don't 
keep it going, if we don't keep our kids going, 
we're not going to have it,” Franklin said. 

With the El Reno community well in-
volved with the OIN powwow, the committee 
was able to have their first OIN parade.

“We've been trying to do one for the last 
four or five years, so this year was the first 
parade that we had and a lot of people came, 
we were surprised, we just wanted a little pa-
rade, let El Reno be a part of it too and that 
really turned out good,” Franklin said. 

Passing on the role of the new chairper-
son of OIN to Randy Hawk and vice chair 
to Brad Blackcrow, a new committee will be 
announced for the powwow. Franklin and the 
rest of the OIN committee will continue to 

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

Dara Franklin, chairwoman of the Oklahoma Indian 
Nation Powwow (OIN) during the 2025 powwow in Con-
cho, Okla. Franklin retires after 25 years serving as the 
chairwoman of OIN. (Photos / Adriel Clements)

Oklahoma Indian Nation Powwow Chairwoman Dara Franklin (bottom right) is pic-
tured with some of her family during the 2025 powwow. Pictured bottom left, daughter 
Carrie Whitlow. Standing l-r: daughter Stephanie RomanNose, granddaughter Violet Ro-
manNose and granddaughter Rachelle RomanNose.
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TRIBAL COUNCIL  pg. 6

CONCHO, Okla. - On August 22 a special 
session of the Tenth Legislature was called 
by Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Gov. Reg-
gie Wassana in Concho, Okla.

The public hearing was called to order at 
10:09 a.m., with an invocation given by Rec-
tor Candy. Present at roll call was A1 Diane 
Willis, speaker A2 Kendricks Sleeper, A4 
Rector Candy, C1 Bruce Whiteman. Legisla-
tors A3 Travis Ruiz and C4 Byron Byrd later 
joined the discussion, with C2 George Woods 
and C3 Thomas Trout present via zoom call. 

On the agenda, seven items were dis-
cussed and voted on:

A resolution for the authorization of the 
application for elder services funding from 
the Administration for Community Living/
Administration (ACF) on Aging Older Amer-
icans (AOA) Act Title VI Nutrition, Support-
ive Service and Caregiver grants (Parts A/B 
and C) and participation in cycle IX of the 
National Resource Center on Native Amer-
ican Aging Needs Assessment (NRCNAA) 
“Identifying Our Needs: A Survey of Elders.”

Coordinator for Elderly Nutrition, Vivian 
Lime presented the resolution, stating it was 
time to reapply for the grant, which funds the 
program.

Lime said it is a three-year grant, with 
parts A and B being the nutrition side and part 
C being the caregiver side, which provide a 
hot meal four days a week to tribal elders.

“Part c is the caregiver, where we get care-
givers that are caring for elders, we give them 
assistance, whether it’s giving them a break, 
or giving them training or any resources that 
they are seeking, that we help them to where 
they’re not overly stressed caring for their el-
ders,” Lime said. 

As part of the grant, a need assessment 
will be conducted for the application process. 

Item number one passed unanimously 
with a vote of 8 yes. 

A resolution to amend 10L-SS-2024-
0111-006 – a resolution to authorize the 
governor Reggie Wassana to sign public law 
93-638 sixteen months (2024) contract with 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs for Tribal EPA 
program Tribal Youth Initiative Grant.

Gordon Yellowman, tribal historian within 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Language 
and Culture program presented the resolu-
tion, stating the resolution was to authorize 
and amend a previous resolution under the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
program. 

“It was under EPA and so we applied for it 
as a partner into the grant, and then they said 
that they wanted to amend it to put it under 

our program, rather than EPA. And so that’s 
why we have this amendment for this resolu-
tion to better fit our program for the culture 
resources that we can be doing in this grant,” 
Yellowman said. 

With the grant, Yellowman said the pro-
gram would be teaching youth ages 18-25 
about tribal resources, such as native plants, 
wildlife, water, air and environmental initia-
tives to teach them about potential careers in 
environmental issues. The total grant amount 
was $44,000. 

Item number two passed unanimously 
with a vote of 8 yes. 

A resolution to authorize the allocation 
of funds for commercial property and equip-
ment insurance including general liability de-
ductibles and contingencies.

Michael Toahty, property insurance spe-
cialist said he oversees all the different por-
tions of the insurance policy and is responsi-
ble for commercial building and equipment. 

Toahty along with Sabrina Norris, exec-
utive director of the Department of Admin-
istration, requested additional funding in the 
amount of $195,000 to cover the remaining 
part of the policy. 

“This is our only way to protect ourselves 
from losses. $195,000 is the round figure and 
it’s broken down, for each additional amount 
but that is the total,” Toahty said.

The resolution stated the remaining four 
monthly installment payments for the current 
insurance cycle total $155,000, with each in-
stallment valued at $38,750. An additional 
$5,000 is anticipated for policy modifications 
and additions within the current insurance 
cycle and a contingency fund of $5,000 to 
mitigate risks associated with potential delin-
quent payments in other insurance segments 
and an allocation of $30,000 is proposed to 
cover potential general liability deductibles. 
Funds not utilized under the appropriation 
will be returned to the general fund. 

“We’re learning as we’re going along 
with property, but each time we’re adding a 
property, we have to also take a factor in the 
insurance coverage for that, like our budget, 
our insurance continues to increase, but it’s 
also because we are adding those properties,” 
Norris said. 

Item number three passed unanimously 
with a vote of 8 yes. 

A resolution to authorize the allocation of 
funds for the Department of Housing.

Damon Dunbar, executive director of 
Department of Housing presented the reso-
lution, stating emergency home repair funds 
had been expended. Part of the reasoning be-

ing roof repairs when winds were high back 
in March and April with gusts of winds 60-70 
mph. 

“We had quite a few roofs blown off, way 
over the limit, some were $6,000 and we also 
had plumbing problems, not just leaks, nor-
mal leaks but leaks in the slab, which is pretty 
costly. So we pretty much need some extra 
funds to continue on to the end of the year,” 
Dunbar said. 

Requesting $100,000 for the Department 
of Housing, the amount was brought up for 
questioning by some legislatures wondering 
if that would be enough to carry the depart-
ment through the end of the year.

“Originally, we requested $250,000 but 
I said we better lower it … we’re going to 
have snow coming, ice coming, trees coming 
down … just trying to be budget friendly,” 
Dunbar said. 

Fred AllRunner, special services for the 
Department of Housing said he takes calls on 
emergencies for housing, especially on the 
weekends. 

“We got winter coming up. All these ACs 
and heaters are aging out. So you got to in-
clude that we’re going to need more funding 
for those to get replaced.” 

“Increase the funding, because a lot of 
these elders can’t take care of these units 
themselves, or they don’t have the funding to 
do it on their own,” AllRunner said. 

Dunbar suggested amending the resolution 
to request funds in the amount of $200,000. 

Item number four passed unanimously 
with a vote of 8 yes. 

A resolution to authorize the purchase of 
tribal member interests.

According to the resolution, tribal citi-
zens who own interests in trust land regularly 
desire to sell parts or all of their properties 
and the Tribes have a first right of refusal to 
purchase the trust interests from individuals 
before they can negotiate with others. 

“We periodically get requests that tribal 
members want to sell their land. Sometimes 
it’s minerals and surface, sometimes its just 
surface, we have two applications. One is 
two tracts, that had 118 acres and 80 acres. 
They own 0.008% of the 118 and .0200% on 
the other one,” Wassana said. 

The mineral and surface interests in the 
tracts entitled 801-690 B John Washa or Kus-
seo and 801 236 Big Knee Woman for a total 
of $17,971.87. The two tracts are located in 
Custer and Washita County. 

“A lot of times, these properties, if they’re 
wooded or brass, you know, sometimes the 
tribal members need wood or they need wil-

lows and things like that, and as you go to 
some of the Sundances, sometimes people 
don’t know where to get willows and an ask 
farmers … so those are opportunities for the 
tribe, they help the tribal members out,” Was-
sana said. 

Item number five passed unanimously 
with a vote of 8 yes.

A resolution to authorize Governor Was-
sana to enter into a lease with Reagan Smith 
in Blaine County (Big Bellied Woman). 

Alicia Starr, leasing specialist with Rea-
gan Smith said the company is doing the 
leasing on behalf of Validus. The proposed 
lease terms are $3,000 per bonus acre for a 
three-year term, at a 20% royalty rate with $3 
annual rentals. 

“The $3,000 per bonus acre is more than 
I’ve seen in the area, Validus is very motivat-
ed to get this leased due to the proximity of 
some other wells just in the section south of 
here, that they’re wanting to develop,” Starr 
said. 

The resolution is to authorize an issuance 
of oil and gas lease for the land located in 
the SE/4 of Section 19, Township 15 North, 
Range 13 West in Blaine County, Oklahoma.

“The track in its entirety is 160 acre tract, 
that includes all owners and their portion of 
the tract. The BIA requires that we list the 
tract in its entirety on the lease,” Starr said. 

Starr stated the initial signing bonus 
would be about $5,000, with the tribe entitled 
to the 20% royalty for any producer in gas. 
The tract is completely in trust. 

“It also benefits all of your tribal mem-
bers,” Starr said. 

Item number six passed unanimously with 
a vote of 8 yes. 

A resolution to authorize Governor Was-
sana to enter into a lease with Reagan Smith 
in Blaine County (Little Cup).

“Little Cup is a little bit different in that 
a majority of the tract is no longer restricted, 
no longer held in trust, and held in fee. So 
the total track for Little Cup is 159.2 acres,” 
Starr said. 

Looking at 31.840 net acres, meaning 
what is in trust, Starr said of those acres, the 
Tribes have an interest in what amounts to 
7.07 acres, with the same proposed terms of 
$3,000 per bonus acre with a three-year term, 
20% royalty rate and $3 annual rentals. 

“So a larger share of a smaller tract for this 
one,” Starr said. 

Item number seven passed unanimously 
with a vote of 8 yes. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:27 a.m.

Special Session of the Tenth Legislature called 
by Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Governor

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

The Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Health Board and the Vet-
erans Boards have combined 
their efforts to develop a 
Mental Health Clinic (MHC) 
with the assistance of the 
Indian Health Service (IHS) 
and the Veterans Administra-
tion (VA). The proposed goal 
is to establish an MHC clinic 
on 92 acres of Tribal land, lo-
cated on the south side of In-
terstate 40 and Country Club 
Road in El Reno, Okla. The 
purpose of the MHC clinic is 
to provide health services for 
the tribes’ mentally ill, and 
in addition, traditional health 
services will be developed to 
treat Tribal Veterans.

The intent is to utilize 
tribal resources and funds to 
build and construct an MHC 
clinic, which could include 
an opioid clinic utilizing the 
drug corporation settlement 
funds and lease funds from 
the El Reno IHS clinic. Ad-
ditionally, funds from IHS 
could also be used to secure 
a construction loan by leas-
ing the MHC. The tribes’ 
Health Board and Veterans 

Board will review the pro-
posed goals and determine 
the appropriate direction, 
and develop the required res-
olutions for review and ap-
proval by the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ Legislature.

American Indian/Native 
American (AI/NA) make 
up approximately 1.12% of 
the total US population, or 
3,727,135 (2020 Census), 
with an additional 5.9 mil-
lion identifying as a combi-
nation of other AI/NA or an-
other race. Most AI/NA live 
in the Western United States. 
Most AI/NA, approximately 
87% live off reservations.

More than twice as many 
AI/NA people (24.3%) in the 
US live in poverty compared 
to the total US population 
(11.6%). As of 2022, the un-
employment rate of AI/NA 
WAS 11.1%, higher than the 
overall US unemployment 
rate of 4%.

According to the Sub-
stance Abuse and & Mental 
Health Services Adminis-
tration’s (SMHSA) nation-
al Survey on Drug Use and 

Health, 19.6% of NA adults 
report severe psychologi-
cal distress, 7.3% of NA’s 
experienced a serious men-
tal illness within the last 
year, 11.6% of NA received 
mental health treatment in 
the past year, 19.7% of NA 
adults report severe psy-
chological distress, 8.5% of 
NA had severe thoughts of 
suicide within the past year, 
compared to 4.8% of the US 
population.

From 2001 to 2020 the 
frequency of mental health 
issues and substance use 
disorders among Veterans 
increased significantly, from 
27.9% to 41.9%. Veterans 
face higher risk of suicide 
at 1.5% times more than the 
general population.

The common mental ill-
nesses among Veterans: Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), Depression, Anxi-
ety, Military Sexual Trauma 
(MST), substance use disor-
ders (SUD), and Suicide. 

For additional informa-
tion please contact Jackie 
Turtle at 580-940-0396.

Submitted by Jacqueline Turtle. Post 401 Commander
Mental Health Clinic

This past month has been filled with im-
portant work preparing for the special Tribal 
Council meeting held on Aug. 16 and con-
tinuing the day-to-day efforts of strengthen-
ing our government through transparency, 
accountability, and cultural grounding. I 
want to share highlights with you so that all 
citizens, whether living in-district or out-of-
district, remain connected and informed.

Legislative Affairs
The 20th Regular Legislative Session 

convened in Concho, covering topics such as 
proposed election law amendments, the 2026 
annual budget bill, and a settlement resolu-
tion in Election Board v. Governor Wassana. 
Discussions were, at times, intense, particu-
larly surrounding election procedures.

The special legislative public hearing and 
session held on Friday Aug. 22, 2025, cov-
ered the authorization for the governor to 
contract for services, authorized funds for 
tribal insurance, the Dept. of Housing, the 
Dept. of Labor. The governor was to be also 
allowed to enter into leases for tribal lands 
and was authorized to purchase tribal mem-
ber interests. 

Election Update
Meanwhile, the Election Commission 

made decisions on candidate eligibility for 
the upcoming general election. (See article 
published Aug. 1 in the Tribal Tribune.) All 
candidates who were challenged, Reggie 
Wassana, Hershel Gorham, Amanda Shirey, 

and Kendricks Sleeper, were approved to re-
main on the ballot. 

Community Engagement and Wellness
Council Coordinator Albert Old Crow 

emphasized the importance of grounding 
governance in cultural practice. He par-
ticipated in sweat lodge ceremonies at the 
George Hawkins Treatment Center, present-
ing eagle feathers to graduates of the 90-day 
recovery program. These acts reinforced the 
connection between healing, ceremony, and 
Tribal governance.

Community members also engaged in gun 
safety training hosted in El Reno and partici-
pated in health board discussions focused on 
improving mental health services. The Fami-
ly Wellness Day in El Reno brought families 
together for resources and activities, under-
scoring the Tribe’s commitment to collective 
health and resilience.

Protecting Sacred Sites and History
A significant meeting was held with 

Gordon Yellowman regarding the use of 
ground-penetrating radar to locate human re-
mains on Tribal lands. This initiative reflects 
the Tribe’s dedication to protecting sacred 
sites and honoring our ancestors through 
both cultural and technological means.

Looking Ahead – Annual Tribal Council 
Meeting

As the October Annual Tribal Council 
Meeting approaches, Tribal members were 

Tribal Council Update
Submitted by Albert Old Crow, Tribal Council Coordinator
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Cheyenne and Arapaho
Cheyenne Princess

Hello, my name is Ella 
Beatrice Blackbear. My 
Tsistsistas name is heóvé’ke 
(Little Yellow Woman).

My parents are Eugene III 
and Larissa Blackbear. My 
paternal grandparents are 
Eugene Jr and the late Aure-
lia Blackbear from Watonga, 
Okla. My maternal grandpar-
ents are Brian and Lisa Med-
icinebear from Watonga.

I’m a freshman at Waton-
ga High School. I play bas-
ketball and run track.

I have eight sisters and 
two brothers. Riley, Julien, 
Miklyn, Hannah, Avril, 
Isaah, Abbigayle, Aure-
lia, Larissa and Eugene 
IV(EB4).

I am glad to be the 2025-
2026 Cheyenne Princess 
of the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Labor Day Powwow. 
Nea’ese (Thank you).

Arapaho Princess
Tous! My name is Skylene 

SingingAfter Beaver. I am the 
2025-2026 Arapaho Princess 
for the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Labor Day Powow held in 
Colony, Okla. 

My parents are Rayven 
Beaver and Danecia Wan-
drie. I am the granddaughter 
of James and Earlene Bea-
ver (paternal), and Steven 
Bearbow and Doris Wandrie 
(maternal). I am a direct de-
scendent of Cleaver and Sing-
ingAfter Warden (Arapaho). I 
am very proud of my Arapaho 
heritage and so honored to be 
able to continue to represent 
for the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Labor Day Powwow com-
mittee this year! 

I was born in Oklahoma 
City at OU Children’s Hos-
pital, so you can say that I 
am, “Sooner born and bred.” 
I am 10 years old, and live in 
El Reno, Okla. I attend fifth 
grade at Darlington Elemen-
tary where I play basketball 
and cheer. 

I am very active in our 
Cheyenne and Arapaho communities where I am often attending various powwows and gourd 
dances with my family. I dance both Fancy Shawl and Southern Cloth. In my spare time I like 
to do beadwork. I am also learning to do quillwork from my parents. I love to sing, dance, play 
Barbies and Roblox, go swimming, and I love spending the night with my grandma in Clinton. 
I am also a big fan of the Oklahoma Sooners and the Oklahoma City Thunder. 

I am so excited for this year’s Labor Day powwow celebration! I can’t wait to see every-
one! Please come out and dance with me! Hahou!

Master of Ceremonies

My name is Max Bear 
currently serve as the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribal His-
toric Preservation Officer. I 
am Cheyenne, Arapaho, and 
Kiowa and have lived in El 
Reno most of my life. I have 
been amongst our people all 
my life in different aspects 
socially and traditionally. 
I am a U.S. Navy veteran 
and served from 1997 until 
2001onboard the Aircraft 
Carrier USS Theodore Roo-
sevelt CVN-71 for the dura-
tion of my enlistment. 

I have had the privilege of 
being on head staff for many 
years and master of ceremo-
nies for more than 20 years. I 
am pleased to be a part of the 
year’s wonderful celebration 
that has been a part of our 
tribe’s history.  

Haho, and I look forward 
to the Labor Day celebration 
and serving as one of the 
MCs.

Max Bear, Cheyenne

MC: James Sleeper, Arapaho
Head Singers
Kendall Kauley, Cheyenne
My name is Kendall Kau-

ley-my Cheyenne name is 
Blackstone. My mother is 
Arleen Fletcher Kauley and 
my father is the late Ken-
neth Kauley. Maternal grand-
parents are the late Anosta 
Whiteturtle Fletcher and the 
late Claude Fletcher. Paternal 
grandparents are the late Inez 
Elkriver Kauley and the late 
Arthur Kauley.

I make my home in Ham-
mon, Okla., with my beautiful 
wife Sarah and our four chil-
dren and four grandchildren.

I graduated from Hammon 
High School and Western 
Tech Center in May of 2006. 
I started my welding career at 
the age of 16 building equip-
ment for drilling companies. 
I started singing at a very 
young age, singing for our family hand game team the Challengers. Later on in life after the 
passing of my father, I found my place at the big drum. It was pretty tough at first, people 
made fun of me and talked down to me, but I didn’t let any of that negativity affect me. I 
practiced and studied day and night and now I’m very fortunate to be apart of champion 
drum groups such as Leading Arrow, Thunderhill, and our family drum group Bad Company. 
During my free time, I love to hunt and fish. A message to the young singers out there, learn all 
you can on your own time before you go out to the drum. I mean this in a good way, that way 
you can be helpful to the head singer and you can share your own style of song and music. 
Once again, I am very grateful and humbled to be selected as one of the Head Singers for this 
year’s celebration. Aho.

Kelly Cable, Arapaho
Kelly Cable, is an en-

rolled citizen of Comanche 
Nation, and also a descen-
dant of the Arapaho Tribe 
of Oklahoma representing 
the Youngman family. He 
hails from Geronimo, Okla., 
and currently resides in St. 
Paul, Minn. He is the father 
of Kylen, Everett, Olowan-
Waste-Win, Roderick, Pen-
ny, Lerris and Timothy. 
He started going to the drum 
at a young age, under the tu-
telage of his dad and many 
uncles and grandpas, and 
continues to sing and travel. 
He currently sings with the 
Southern Boyz drum group 
as well as Cozad, Leading 
Arrow, and Wild Band of Co-
manches.

“I am honored and very 
appreciative of the 2025 
Cheyenne & Arapaho Labor 
Day powwow committee for 
selecting me to be this year’s 
Arapaho head singer. I would 
like to invite all singers and 
lady singers to this year’s celebration; and wish everyone a great and safe weekend!”

Domingo Whiteman, Cheyenne

Brittany Ellen, Cheyenne

FRIDAY FLAG
Lance Corporal Ster-

ling Seger enlisted into the 
United States Marine Corps 
on the 3rd of January 1966. 
He left for Vietnam serving 
overseas for 13 months. 

Cha Lai, Vietnam was 
where his letters to his moth-
er and siblings came through 
US Air Mail, describing his 
unit’s next move. He left for 
Okinawa the 6th of Septem-
ber 1966. Not returning until 
November 1967. 

While in Vietnam he 
participated in several Op-
erations: Operation Dozer; 
Operation Stone; Operation 
Lafayette; Operation Can-
yon; Operation Cimarron; 
Operation Buffalo; Opera-
tion Hickory II; Operation 
Kingfisher. Sterling served 
in Company B, 5th Amphib-
ian Tractor Battalion, 5th 
Marine Division @ Camp 
Pendleton California. 

His unit received the 
Presidential Unit Citation. 
He earned/received three 
campaign ribbons, was a 
high level fitness leader in 

circuit training physical 
performance testing. Was 
a specialist in amphibian 
crewmen while @ Camp 
Pendleton, California where 
he was required to success-
fully pass the following 
survival tests: In deep wa-
ter with no aids, jump from 
15ft tower, remain afloat for 
1 hour, swim 100 yards with 
rifle and all this while in full 
utility uniform and boots. 

Sterling was the son of the 
late Bessie & Arthur Seger of 
Washita County, Oklahoma 
and Grandmother Jane Big 
Smoke of Washita County. 
Where he resided on the Pipe 
Woman Allotment, Washita 
County, Oklahoma with his 
siblings Douglas Seger, US 
NAVY; John H. Seger, US 
ARMY; Cyrus Seger; Ber-
tha, Mary and Alice Seger. 
Sterling leaves behind a 
legacy of true heroship and 
warrior pride. A Tsistsistah 
Veteran was born in Clinton, 
Oklahoma December 1947 
and went to the other camp 
on June of 1973 left to carry 

on his memory are the nieces 
and nephews, grand hearts 
including Tammy (Seger) 
Rios, Patricia Seger, Lori 
Seger, Sherri Seger, April 
Rivers, Denver Seger, Ray-
mond Buffalomeat and Law-
rence Buffalomeat.

The Seger family is very 
honored and humbled the 
2025 Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Labor Day Powwow 
committee has respectfully 
requested the honor of flying 
the flag of Sterling Seger. We 
are grateful and thankful for 
his honoring and invite all 
of our relatives to join us for 
the flying of Lance Corporal 
Sterling Segers Flag.

Lance Cpl. Sterling Seger
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Labor Day Powwow

Choppa Pratt has been 
in the arena since he could 
walk. Choppa was raised by 
his grandparents Martin and 
Ann Shadlow in the tradi-
tional way of life. He cus-
tomizes his classic cars and 
his Harley Davidson motor-
cycles.  Choppa’s past time 
includes hobbies of beading 
and attending Arapaho cere-
monies and sweats. Choppa 
makes his own regalia and 
his grandchildren’s regalia as 
well. Choppa is a proud citi-
zen of the Arapaho Tribe.      

Peheveeseeva, Pehev-
oomatseme, 

My name is Domin-
go Ma’xemaheone’Bruce 
Whiteman, Natsistah I’m 
Southern Cheyenne from 
Ma’khibono-Oklahoma City. 
My Namshim-grandpa is 
Bruce Whiteman Sr. and my 
Geh’Eeh-Grandma is Do-
lores Little Coyote. My Nah-
ko’iih-mother is

Ginger Whiteman-
Vun’aheo-Sage Women. 
Navoohistoto are Barry 
Whiteman and Yolanda 
Whiteman-Valenzuela.

I grew up attending Sun-
dance ceremonies, peyote 
meetings, powwows, and 
benefit dances from Seiling 
to Fonda to Canton and many 
other towns. I’m a yoga in-
structor, I dance at many 
powwows in and out of state, 
attend Zumba fitness classes, 
and I reside in (Bono’) El Reno, Okla., with my wife Courtney Whiteman, and with six of 
our kiddos.

I contribute to my tribes’ Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal Office of Recovery program (TOR). 
Culture is the Solution in Recovery! Ho’soo’ means Dance, dancing is praying, healing, and 
celebration of life! I hope everyone has a great weekend at Colony Powwow, stay hydrated! 
Good luck to all the singers and dancers - from the youngest to the oldest!

Safe travels to all, Ni’ish Thank You

Head Man Dancers
Domingo Whiteman, Cheyenne Choppa Pratt, Arapaho

Head Lady Dancers
Brittany Ellen, Cheyenne

Hello my name is Brittany 
Ellen Taylor, Puh-Ve-Yuh(-
good standing woman). I was 
bornin Durango, Colo. I grew 
up in Thomas, Okla., where 
I attended school and learned 
our Cheyenne traditions. 
While there I served as the 
Thomas Service club prin-
cess 2010-2012. I also held 
other princess titles. I grad-
uated in 2016 from Putnam 
City North High School in 
Oklahoma City. After which 
I moved to Colorado where 
I worked in childcare for 
three years and found a love 
for working with the youth. 
Since then, I’ve made home 
in various places.

I currently reside in Liv-
ingston, Texas with my fi-
ancé Shaundai Poncho and 
daughter Mi-Waxübā Joyce 
Poncho. I am the daughter 
of Raylene EchoHawk and 
Johnson Taylor. My ma-
ternal grandmother is Cleo 
Heap of Birds. My maternal 
great-grandparents are Al-
frich and Joyce (Standing-
Water) Heap of Birds. I enjoy 
spending time with my fam-
ily, crafting, watching true 
crime documentaries and traveling to powwows. I grew up attending this powwow and I am 
extremely thankful for the committee for asking me to serve as this year’s Cheyenne Head 
Lady.

Tous! My name is Ellen 
Sutton from Canton, Okla. 
My Arapaho name is Ceetee-
hteeyou_u, Blue Beads. I am 
a proud citizen of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Nations. 
I’m the daughter of Cheryl 
Russell Quick of Kingfish-
er, Okla., and Arapaho Chief 
Allen Sutton Sr. of Canton, 
Okla., maternal grandpar-
ents, Frances Nibbs Russell 
and Cheyenne Chief Harvey 
MouseTrail Russell Sr., and 
paternal grandparents, Sally 
BlackBear Sutton and Arap-
aho Chief Arthur Sutton. I’m 
a mother of four to Ashlyn, 
Jacob, Michael and Tyler, 
and grandmother to Felix and 
Owen. My husband David 
and I reside in Montana and 
Oklahoma, where we enjoy 
attending powwows, cultural 
events and visiting relatives. I’ve worked remotely for an IT Staffing Company since 2010 as 
a proposal management coordinator.

I began dancing as a tiny tot at Barefoot and Colony where my family camped every year. 
I was blessed to be taught how to bead by my grandmother Frances when I was a young girl 
and I’m very thankful to Maheo’o that I was able to create my own regalia to return to the cir-
cle. I would like to encourage our next generations to embrace and continue our cultural ways 
and reach out if they’re interested in learning how to speak our language, sew, bead, dance or 
create their own regalia. Keeping our language and traditions alive are critically important, 
and there are many tribal citizens who are happy to share our knowledge.

Hahou to the committee for the great honor of representing this year’s powwow as your 
Head Lady Dancer for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Labor Day Powwow. Let us dance together 
in celebration of life, peace, and good blessings for all.

Ellen Sutton, Arapaho

SATURDAY FLAG
Angelo Sleeper

Angelo Sleeper, U.S. 
Army (Saturday Flag)

Angelo Sleeper Sr. was 
born in Oklahoma City on 
May 7, 1946 to Stanely Sleep-
er and Pearl Tallbull-Sleeper.

Angelo was drafted and 
served in the United States 
Army-1st Batallion, 50th In-
fantry and 173rd Airborne. 
He arrived in Vietnam on 
the day of his birthday, May 
7 in 1968. He completed his 
tour in the Vietnam War and 
was honorably discharged in 
1969.

Angelo’s grandfather John 
Sleeper Sr. was a World War I Veteran, his father Stanley 
Sleeper was a World War II Veteran who also survived the 
Bataan Death March and as mentioned Angelo Sleeper Sr. 
was a Vietnam Veteran.

Our family is very honored and thankful to be asked to fly 
the flag of our loved one at this year’s Labor Day Powwow 
celebration. Ho’hou.

SUNDAY FLAG-Bruce Whiteman Sr.
In loving memory of Vet-

eran Bruce Whiteman Sr., 
who was born May 24, 1926 
in Fonda, Okla., to Byron 
and Thyra RedBird (Lucy 
Buffalo) Whiteman and 
passed away Dec. 1, 2002.

Bruce Sr. was raised in the 
Cantonment-Fonda-Seiling 
area and remained a proud 
Cheyenne man devoted to 
family, tradition and service 
throughout his life.

Bruce Sr. enlisted in the 
United States Army October 
1944 and was part of the 82nd 
Airborne Division, Compa-
ny B, 325th Glider Infantry 
Regiment during World War 
II. He was honorably dis-
charged November 1946.

Bruce Sr. served his coun-
try with bravery and honor, 
representing the strength and 
resilience of the Cheyenne 

people.
Bruce Sr. was preceded in 

death by his parents Byron 
and Lucy Whiteman, sis-
ters, Nellie Ann (Whiteman) 
Hawk, Angeline (Whiteman) 
Redfox, brother James Dan-
iel Littlecoyote and sons, 
Wayne Whiteman, Daniel 
Whiteman Sr. and Andrew 
Whiteman.

His daughter Theda Ben-
ton joined her father in heav-
en on Aug. 14, 2025.

Those who carry on his 
legacy are daughters, Vir-
ginia Reyes, Ginger War-
rior, sons, Bruce Whiteman 
Jr. and Frank Whiteman 
Sr., 25 grandchildren, 77 
great-grandchildren and five 
great-great-grandchildren.

The Whiteman family in-
vites all relatives, friends and 
community members to join 

them in honoring the life and 
legacy of Bruce Whiteman 
Sr. during the flag raising 
ceremony Sunday Aug. 31 
at the Labor Day Powwow. 
Your presence is deeply ap-
preciated as we pay tribute to 
a warrior, father, grandfather 
and respected elder.

MONDAY 
FLAG

Rayburn Orange

Rayburn Joe Orange Sr., was 
born Feb. 12, 1956. He passed 
away April 9, 2015 in Oklahoma 
City.

Rayburn was raised in Ham-
mon, Okla., where he gradu-
ated from high school in 1976. 
He enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and served in the Philip-
pines and Japan. 
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THOMAS, Okla. - Suit-
ing up with grit, pride and 
high expectations, Cheyenne 
and Arapaho youth Tye Lit-
tlebird, 19, enters his senior 
year of high school football 
as the starting quarterback. 

Standing 5’10, Littlebird 
plays quarterback and safety 
for the Thomas-Fay-Custer 
High School football team.

Born in Yukon, Okla., 
and raised in various com-
munities in Oklahoma such 
as Calumet and El Reno, 
Littlebird settled in Thom-
as, Okla., when he was in 
the first grade. He had begun 
playing football that same 
year where he would make 
the drive to El Reno to play 
little league football. 

When asked by his moth-
er if he wanted to pursue 
football, Littlebird jumped 
on the opportunity. Little did 
he know it would become a 
sport he would grow to love 

through the years, especially 
when it came to winning. 

“I really love winning. I 
love not losing, but playing 
with my teammates is really 
fun and just playing for the 
town I kind of partially grew 
up in and just the fans, it 
makes me happy,” Littlebird 
said. 

And not losing has be-
come his biggest motivation 
in playing, as he’s witnessed 
his team make a comeback 
from the losing streak since 
his freshman year when they 
were 1-9 for the season. 

“I don’t like losing. My 
freshman year, we only won 
one game, we went 1-9. I 
was a freshman, got thrown 
out there at quarterback … I 
don’t like losing and it really 
sucked. So it kind of moti-
vated me to not want to lose 
anymore and that feeling that 
I had,” Littlebird said. 

Witnessing firsthand his 

team build up the momentum 
throughout high school, the 
Thomas Terriers were just 
one game away from going 
to the state championship in 
the 2024-2025 season. The 
team was 11-2 for the sea-
son. Littlebird hopes to make 
a comeback in the upcoming 
season. 

“Freshman year we were 
bottom of the barrel, this last 
year we were one game away 
from state and this upcoming 
year, I’m hoping we can win 
state. I think we have a pretty 
good shot,” Littlebird said. 

Looking forward to the 
upcoming season his senior 
year, Littlebird looks most 
forward to enjoying his time 
while he still can on the field. 

“Enjoying it game by 
game, day by day. This is 
one of the last times I’ll be 
able to play for the town I 
love and I’m really looking 
forward to hopefully making 

a deep run in playoffs again 
and finally finishing it out, 
that would be amazing. So 
that’s something I’m really 
looking forward to,” Little-
bird said. 

Littlebird passed for 
1,672 yards and 17 touch-
downs while adding another 
456 yards and nine scores on 
the ground last season, with 
nearly 5,700 career passing 
yards and 58 career touch-
downs. 

Setting his goals for the 
upcoming season, Littlebird 
hopes to be the best in terms 
of being a team player and 
quarter and safety. The best 
leader he can be. 

Maintaining an estimat-
ed 3.0 GPA, Littlebird best 
manages his time at school 
and on the field by priori-
tizing school first as he said, 
“I’m a student athlete, stu-
dent comes first, so I try to 
put that before sports and 
that’s how I manage it.” 

Through his years of 
playing football, Littlebird 
has grown the most as a play-
er by learning from mistakes 
and taking in the lessons that 
were given to him.

“Freshman year I was 
devastated almost every sin-
gle game, a loss and I would 
be so mad, but sophomore 
year we were all right. I 
just try to learn from those 
games,” Littlebird said.

Prioritizing his time on 
the field, Littlebird hopes to 
improve his game the most 
by becoming faster and 
working on his conditioning 
in practice. 

“Mainly this year, I’m just 
trying to focus on the mental 
aspect, where my guys are 

at, where their guys are at, 
that’s what I want to focus 
on mostly when I need to get 
better,” Littlebird said. 

Sticking by his motto of 
not wanting to lose, Little-
bird prides himself on the 
discipline aspect of being a 
football player and hopes to 
be remembered as the foot-
ball player that had good 
sportsmanship. 

“Looking back, I want 
people to think of Tye, hav-
ing good sportsmanship, 
cheering on his teammates 
and being there for his team-
mates,” Littlebird said. 

Overall, what football has 
taught Littlebird the most is 
perseverance. 

“Setbacks are going to 
come, plays are going to go 
bad, you’re going to have 
a bad day, a bad season but 
you got next play. You got a 

next season and just don’t let 
it happen twice,” Littlebird 
said. 

The season opening game 
will be held September 5, 
where the Thomas Terriers 
will face Sayre High School 
at home.

Reliving the moment 
when he’s out there on the 
field, Littlebird enjoys his 
time on the football field, 
where he said he feels most 
happy. 

“I really enjoy being out 
there. I like how it’s chaotic, 
it just makes me feel good,” 
Littlebird said. 

Tye’s parents are Ala-
na Wolftongue and Jeremy 
Littlebird. His stepdad is 
Creg Hart. Tye’s siblings 
are Koda Birdshead, Keech 
Wolftongue, Nuo’Wah Wolf-
tongue and Kynlee Hart.

The facilities have a combined capacity of 
4,560 beds.

During a third quarter earnings call on 
Aug. 7, CoreCivic CEO Damon Hininger said 
the company was in advanced negotiations 
with the federal government to open two of its 
vacant prisons. In May, company officials de-
scribed its Oklahoma facilities as especially 
attractive to the federal government because 
they’re centrally located and close to the Fed-
eral Transfer Center in Oklahoma City. 

“Contracting activity is happening at a 
much quicker pace,” Hininger said. “They 
have a need and a funding for all these solu-
tions.” 

CoreCivic spokesman Brian Todd direct-
ed questions about when the facilities could 
reopen to the United States Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement public affairs office. 
ICE did not respond to a request for comment. 

The Sayre city manager said they have 
not received any information from CoreCiv-
ic. Watonga city officials did not return a call 
seeking comment. 

Todd said CoreCivic detention staff re-
ceive training that meets or exceeds standards 
approved by the American Correctional As-
sociation. One sample contract reviewed by 
Oklahoma Watch found that ICE requires 60 
hours of classroom curriculum and 40 hours 
of on-the-job training for new detention of-
ficers.

In contrast, Oklahoma law sets a baseline 
of 200 hours of training for state correctional 
officer certification. Cadets typically receive 
400 hours of training during an eight-week 
training academy. 

Federal government has used no-bid con-
tract to populate detention centers

Gabriela Ramirez-Perez, an immigration 
policy analyst at the Oklahoma Policy Insti-
tute, said transparency has been lacking as 
ICE and companies such as CoreCivic and 
The GEO Group have sprinted to reopen va-
cant private prisons as detention centers. The 
federal government has frequently used no-
bid contracts to populate the facilities, citing 

a compelling urgency for thousands of deten-
tion beds. So-called letter contracts have also 
allowed private prison companies to update 
facilities and recruit staff without a formal 
agreement. 

Organized opposition to the facilities re-
opening would likely have to happen at the 
local level, Ramirez-Perez said. That sort 
of resistance is playing out in Leavenworth, 
Kansas, where residents are protesting the re-
opening of the Midwest Regional Reception 
Center. The privately run facility was plagued 
by severe understaffing, rapes and inmate-on-
staff assaults for years before shuttering in 
2021. 

“These facilities have quite a long his-
tory in the two towns that’s not the best,” 
Ramirez-Perez said.

She said the potential reopening of private 
detention centers contrasts with Oklahoma’s 
successful effort to eliminate private prisons. 

The North Fork prison in particular has a 
lengthy history of large-scale violence. For-
ty-six out-of-state prisoners from California 
were injured, with 30 requiring hospitaliza-
tion, during an October 2011 riot. In April 
2017, seven Oklahoma prisoners were hospi-
talized after a large-scale fight broke out.

CoreCivic also faced allegations of violat-
ing state policies when it housed state pris-
oners. In 2017, The Frontier reported that 
private prison staff destroyed audio and vid-
eo evidence of a large-scale gang fight at the 
Cimarron Correctional Facility in Cushing, 
which itself began housing hundreds of ICE 
detainees this year. 

Polina Rozhkova, a data analyst with 
the Oklahoma Policy Institute who has re-
searched Oklahoma’s history with private 
prisons, said private prisons are often a net 
negative for communities. 

“The job postings may sound great, but 
this is not a stable source of employment or 
an institution in these communities,” Rozh-
kova said. 

Oklahoma Watch intern Valerie Scott con-
tributed to this story.

ICE FACILTY
continued from pg. 1

Tye Littlebird, Thomas Fay Custer 
High School 

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

Tye Littlebird

encouraged to submit resolutions and appli-
cations for TC Coordinator by the August 29 
deadline. Please look at the Tribes website 
for applications for Tribal members to take 
part in the meeting if they know they will 
not be able to attend in person. Community 
meetings have been scheduled, see flyer for 
locations, dates and times. These will be pot-
luck with our office providing a stew, bread, 
dessert and water. The resolutions and Tribal 
Council coordinator applications will be pre-
sented. There will also be applications taken 
for tribal members who wish to take part in 
the recently passed remote participation ac-
tion.

Ribbon Skirt Class – Out of District Tribal 
Members Priority

The Tribal Health Education Program 
presents a Ribbon Skirt Class to be held the 
day before the Annual Tribal Council Meet-
ing! On Friday October 3, from 3pm until 
9pm at the NAC Building. There will be light 
refreshments, no experience is required and 
materials and machines will be provided. 
This class is limited to 25 people, the number 
of sewing machines they have. Out of Dis-
trict Tribal members would be given first pri-
ority, all others would be put on a waiting list. 
Contact Melinda Sutton if you are interested 
or have questions. All Tribal members: come 
socialize and experience our hospitality! You 
can reach Melinda at mesutton@cheyenne-
andarapaho-nsn.gov or call 405-570-2899.

Plains Collective Art Festival 
Watonga is preparing for an unforgetta-

ble celebration as the Cheese Festival and 
Indigenous Arts Festival come together on 
October 10–11, 2025. The weekend will 
showcase the rich creativity and culture of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho people alongside 
beloved community traditions. Highlights 
include an opening ceremony and dance 
exhibition downtown, a lively parade fea-
turing Tribal leaders and alumni, art shows 
with works by acclaimed Native artists, food 
demonstrations, and the always popular fry-

bread contest. Festivalgoers can also look 
forward to thought-provoking discussion 
panels, a dazzling fashion show, the Collab-
oration Powwow, and activities at Roman 
Nose State Park. With events ranging from 
a rodeo, quilt and art shows to the Great Rat 
Race, kids’ zone, and local food vendors, the 
festival promises something for everyone—a 
true blending of heritage, community, and 
celebration.

Closing Thought: 
August has been a reminder that while chal-
lenges remain, our Tribe continues to move 
forward—embracing transparency, protect-
ing sacred traditions, and empowering our 
people to engage fully in self-governance.

TRIBAL COUNCIL
continued from pg. 3
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WATONGA CHEESE FESTIVAL
continued from pg. 1

acknowledge the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho people as equal 
partners in the community.

“Really surprised at how 
fast it is growing, and every-
one is getting excited,” Ra-
mona Tall Bear said, a board 
member for the non-profit 
Plains Collective. “This was 
their (Roman Nose brothers) 
dream and it’s all coming 
together. This year’s event 
serves as a “soft launch” for 
an even larger Indigenous 
Arts Festival planned for 
next year. What makes this 
inaugural effort particularly 
significant is that it comes 
with the full support of both 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribal government and the 
Watonga city leadership.”

The history between the 
city of Watonga and the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes stretches back more 
than a century. After the 
Civil War, Plains Tribes, 
including the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho, resisted en-
croachment from settlers 
until they were forced onto 
reservations in what is now 
northwestern Oklahoma. 
The 1892 Land Run, which 
opened Cheyenne Arapaho 
lands for non-Indian set-

tlement, created decades 
of conflict and mistrust be-
tween Native peoples and 
incoming European settlers 
Tallbear said.

“But times are chang-
ing. Today, the  Chey-
enne and Arapaho Lucky 
Star Casino in Watonga  is 
the community’s largest 
employer, with 575 trib-
al members on staff. The 
tribes’ growing visibility, 
professionalism, and suc-
cess are reshaping percep-
tions and building new rela-
tionships,” Tallbear said.

The pairing of the new 
festival with Watonga’s be-
loved Cheese Festival is 
no accident. Watonga has 
hosted its annual cheese cel-
ebration since  1976, when 
local leaders launched the 
event to promote commu-
nity pride and tourism. For 
decades, the town’s Waton-
ga Cheese Factory, opened 
in 1941, was the heart of lo-
cal industry and a symbol of 
small-town tradition.

Though the factory 
was destroyed in  2007  by 
Tropical Storm Erin, forcing 
its relocation to Perryton, 
Texas, the Cheese Festival 
remains one of Oklahoma’s 

most recognized community 
events, drawing thousands 
each year to enjoy food, mu-
sic, crafts, and family fun.

By intertwining the In-
digenous Arts Festival with 
this local tradition, orga-
nizers hope to showcase 
the strength of Watonga’s 
history while honoring the 
resilience and creativity of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes.

“Through art, food, song, 
and community, we are cre-
ating a future where both 
cultures thrive side by side,” 
Tall Bear said.

The Indigenous Arts Fes-
tival and Watonga Cheese 
Festival will take place Oct. 
10–11, 2025, in Watonga, 
Okla. Admission to many 
events is free, with art ven-
dors, food trucks, and fam-
ily activities ensuring there 
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Happy 5th Birthday
Aaliyah Sevenstar

Sept. 8
We love you!

From momma, daddy 
and all of your sisters!

Happy 24th Birthday 
MaKayla Tru 

Sept. 6
We love you and so proud  

Love, mom and family 

I come from generations 
who endured separation, 
loss, and survival in the face 
of colonial violence. My an-
cestors were taken from their 
people, my grandmothers 
bore children under circum-
stances not of their choosing, 
and my father was forced to 
hide who he truly was, often 
for his own safety. For much 
of my father’s life, practicing 
culture and ceremony was 
literally against U.S. law. It 
wasn’t until Jimmy Carter 
signed the American Indian 
Religious Freedom Act in 
1978 that even the smallest 
religious, cultural and cer-
emonial protections were 
granted to us by our occu-
piers. 1978 is also the year I 
was born.

The history of Native Op-
pression in the U.S. is not 
distant history. These are the 
stories I carry in my body, the 
history that sits in my heart 
as I walk into classrooms 
and clinics, when I meet with 
young people, community 
members and CEOs. I share 
these stories - my story - to 
bring the history of Native 
Oppression into sharp focus, 
in every conversation I have. 
Our stories, our histories, 
our traumas, are so deeply 
connected to the land we are 
from, the land that was taken 
from us and portioned back. 
The same land that White 
medicine sits on and yet they 
know nothing about this his-
tory. They need to know.

When I stand before a 
room of providers, educa-
tors, or community mem-
bers, I always begin with 
some version of my own 
story, like the one above. 
Not because I like the spot-
light, but because who I am 
- my ancestors, my family, 
my lived experiences as a 
Cheyenne Arapaho wom-
an, mother and educator - is 
inseparable from the work 
I do. To ask me to separate 

the personal from the profes-
sional is itself an act of white 
supremacy, and to show up 
in my full authenticity is an 
act of resistance.

Why Remembering Mat-
ters

The U.S. has a long, pain-
ful history of controlling 
Native bodies and families. 
From the forced steriliza-
tions carried out by the In-
dian Health Service in the 
1970s, to the residential 
schools that removed Native 
children from their homes 
well into the 1990s, to the 
ongoing removal of Native 
kids from Native families 
today (some would argue 
that the foster care system 
is the modern-day residen-
tial school). These are not 
abstract injustices, these are 
not historical points in time. 
They are ongoing threads of 
a colonial project rooted in 
denying Native people the 
right to autonomy, family, 
and culture.

Systems of oppression 
operate best when they oper-
ate invisibly. And too often, 
our medical systems contin-
ue this invisibility by failing 
to acknowledge the legacies 
that shape mistrust, trauma, 
and health disparities today.

The Role of Providers, 
Educators, and Community 
Leaders

For mental and medical 
health providers, ignoring 
this history isn’t neutrality, 
it is complicity. Native peo-
ple’s mistrust of doctors, 
clinics, and hospitals is not 
irrational; it is the result of 
generations of abuse. To 
build trust, providers must 
learn this history and under-
stand that their work exists 
inside it. Trauma-informed 
care starts with acknowl-
edging the truth, and this in-
cludes the truth of the trauma 
and harm perpetrated on our 
bodies by their systems.

For educators, remem-

bering means teaching the 
real story of reproductive 
injustice, naming residential 
schools, sterilizations, eu-
genics, and coerced contra-
ception alongside resilience, 
survival, and resistance. 
Without this, students inherit 
the same silence that has al-
lowed harm to continue.

And for community lead-
ers, remembering is about 
advocating for policies root-
ed in reproductive justice: 
the right to not have children, 
the right to have the children 
we want, and the right to 
raise them in safe, culturally 
affirming environments. 

The Ongoing Impacts
Today, Native women 

face disproportionately high 
maternal mortality rates. 
Native patients continue to 
experience dismissal of their 
pain, lack of informed con-
sent, and denial of culturally 
competent care. Families are 
still torn apart in child wel-
fare systems. Our relatives 
go missing and are murdered 
at staggering rates, their cas-
es ignored or dismissed by 
the very systems meant to 
protect them. None of this 
is accidental, it is the echo 
of centuries of reproductive 
control. It is part of the ongo-
ing Native genocide that the 
American project is built on.

Moving Forward with 
Love and Accountability

Reproductive Justice, as 
Black feminist activist Lo-
retta Ross reminds us, was 
built on the backs of women 
of color. It requires that we 
move beyond rights and into 
justice - justice that sees the 
whole person, their commu-
nity, their history, and their 
future.

For those of us working 
in healthcare, education, 
or community spaces, this 
means slowing down, listen-
ing deeply, honoring experi-
ences, and building commu-
nity rooted in love. It means 

remembering that the harm is 
not only past tense, it is still 
happening in real time.

The good news? The 
solutions are happening in 
real time, too. Native com-
munities are reclaiming 
ceremonies, advocating for 
policy change, training the 
next generation of providers, 
and telling our stories so they 
cannot be erased.

When I wear the mocca-
sins my grandmother made, 
or hold the eagle feather giv-
en to me when I earned my 
Master’s degree, I feel the 
strength of survival. But I 
also feel the weight of what 
was taken. That dual truth is 
what Native people carry ev-
ery day: resilience and grief, 
survival and loss, a constant 
reminder that healing cannot 
happen without remember-
ing.

And true healing requires 
that the rest of the world re-
members, too. 

Biography:
Olivia Friday Loneman 

is a Cheyenne and Arapaho 
sexuality education special-
ist, consultant, and speaker. 
She is the founder of Many 
Paths Consulting, where 
she leads trainings at the 
intersections of reproduc-
tive justice, anti-racism, and 
community healing. She is an 
AASECT Certified Sexuality 
Educator, with a master’s de-
gree in Sexuality Education, 
a bachelor’s degree in Gen-
der Studies, and certifica-
tions in culturally responsive 
practices. Olivia draws on 
both her professional exper-
tise as well as her own lived 
experiences to help commu-
nities confront the legacy 
of reproductive oppression 
while centering Native resil-
ience and sovereignty. Learn 
more at www.manypathscon-
sulting.com or contact Olivia 
at OFL@manypathsconsult-
ing.com.

Healing Requires Remembering: Why 
Knowing the History of Native
Reproductive Oppression Matters Today

By Olivia Friday Loneman, M.Ed, CSE

Happy Birthday
Latoya!

Hope it’s the best birthday 
ever.

Love, River, Lovelynn, 
Zori, Cori, mom, and all 
your family & friends
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OBITUARIES OBITUARIES

Cherrond DaShawn Davis

Theda J. Benton

Regina Ann Cage

Theda J. “Francie” Ben-
ton, 76, (Cheyenne Name: 
Hémanéóhtsé’e “Bringing In 
Water Woman”

of Seiling passed from 
this life on August 14, 2025 
at OU Medical Center.  She 
was born on November 9, 
1948 to Bruce Sr. and Delores 
(Little Coyote) Whiteman in 
Clinton, OK.   Charles and 
Olga Phillips raised her in 
California, and she later lived 
in Montana, and Oklahoma 
before making her home in 
Seiling where she finished 
school. . She was married to 
Herschel Benton Sr. in 1969, 
and to this union 5 children 
were born.   Later in 1990 
she met the love of her life, 
her companion, Burl Buf-

falomeat, and they enjoyed 
the rest of her life togeth-
er.  Theda enjoyed going to 
pow-wows and benefit danc-
es, and spending time with 
her grandchildren, Tulane, 
Ira, Calvin, Harry, Izzy, BJ, 
Jackson, Kingston, DeAnge-
lo, Diego, Adriana, Ariauna, 
and Aleilah.  

She worked as a commu-
nity health representative for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes of Oklahoma.   She 
then worked for the Seiling 
Post Office and also at Seil-
ing Public Schools where she 
worked her way up to being 
the Custodian Supervisor be-
fore her retirement in 2008.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in 
death by her daughter Joyce 
Benton; her son, Herschel 
Benton, Jr.; and four broth-
ers, Wayne Whiteman, 
Daniel Whiteman, Andrew 
Whiteman, and Alan Pyle.

She is survived by her 
companion Burl Buffalo-
meat of the home, children 
Yvonne Benton of Seiling, 
Brandon Benton of Seil-
ing, Harry Benton of Ponca 
City, Oliver White Crow of 

Clinton, Nina Woods of El 
Reno, and an “adopted” son 
Newley Hutchison; siblings 
Virginia Reyes of El Reno, 
Ginger Warrior of OKC, 
Bruce Whiteman, Jr. of Wa-
tonga, Frank Whiteman, Sr. 
of Lame Deer, MT, Billie 
Whiteman of Woodward, 
and Dewanda Little Coyote 
of Ashland, MT, aunt and 
uncle Rayford and Mary Ann 
Gray, 13 grandchildren, and 
a host of nieces, nephews, 
other relatives, and friends. 

Wake services were held 
Aug. 17 at the Seiling Emer-
gency Response Center in 
Seiling, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held Aug. 18 at 
the First Christian Church of 
Seiling.

Regina Ann ‘Tweet’ 
Cage, age 64, was born 
Nov.11, 1960, in Lawton, 
Okla., to Thurman and Ruby 
(Aghoom) Cross. She passed 
away Aug. 11, 2025, in Clin-
ton, Okla.

Tweet was raised in the 
Colony and Clinton areas 
and attended Clinton Public 
Schools. A loving home-
maker, she married Robert 
Cage on Feb. 14, 2015. She 
lived her entire life in the 
Clinton and Colony commu-
nities, cherishing the simple 
things. She loved spending 
time with her family, espe-
cially her two local nephews, 
cooking, caring for her dogs, 
and bringing positivity to 
those around her. Tweet was 
known for speaking straight-

forwardly and for her kind, 
uplifting nature.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Thurman and 
Ruby Cross, her husband 
Robert Cage, her sister Reba 
Solomon and her brother 
Duke Cross.

Tweet is survived by her 
son Elton Chris Taylor of 
Jasper, Texas, her sister Bev-
erly Bryson of Canon City, 
Colo., nieces and nephews 
Keisha Cross of Jackson-
ville, Fla., Kassie Cross of 
Clinton, Matthew Bryson 
and Travis Bryson, both 
of Oklahoma City, Jeremy 
Bryson of Spring, Texas, 
Forrest Solomon of Norman, 
Okla., Bear Christiansen 
of Catoosa, Okla., Kamden 
Duke Long of Clinton, and 

Hunter Suchite of Clinton.
Wake services were held 

Aug. 14 at the Hyman Chapel 
in Clinton, Okla. Graveside 
services were held Aug. 15 at 
the Colony Indian Cemetery, 
with Gerald Panana and Ol-
iver Pedro officiating, under 
the direction of Lee Home-
Town Funeral Home.

Nettie Marie Littlecalf Lopez
Nettie Marie Little-

calf-Lopez was born on Sept. 
18, 1977 to Laverne Little-
calf Sr. and Muriel Littlecalf 
in Clinton, Okla.Her given 
name is Pon-thi-mah which 
means White Buffalo Wom-
an, she is from the South-
ern Cheyenne, Kiowa and 
Apache Tribes of Oklahoma. 
Nettie was proud to be raised 
in her Cheyenne traditional 
ways and carried that with 
pride. 

Nettie is the oldest out 
of six children. As a toddler 
Nettie and her family moved 
to El Reno, Okla., where she 
went to school and grew up. 
Nettie was very passionate 
about helping the sick. She 
went on to become a CNA 
for over 20 years. In 2013, 
she moved to Ohio to be 
with her now husband. Net-
tie married Israel Lopez Sr. 
Nov. 2, 2024 and they have 
been together over 11 years 
where she also helped him 
raise his two children and 
loved the opportunity to be 
a mother. In 2015 Nettie 
started working for Sustaita 
Roofing and Construction 
as a driver, she drove dump 

trailers for roofing and loved 
every minute of it. 

Nettie is survived by her 
husband Israel Lopez Sr., 
children Israel Lopez Jr. 
of Columbus, Ohio, Ste-
fanie Lopez of Columbus, 
Hector Lopez of Blooming 
Grove, Texas, Ruby Lopez 
of Blooming Grove, grand-
children Eden Mateo Lopez 
of Columbus, Tristan Lee 
Lopez of Arizona; siblings 
Fern Gutierrez of Columbus, 
Alta (Alexis) Guzman of 
Columbus, Lisa Littlecalf of 
Oklahoma City, Laverne Lit-
tlecalf Jr. of Thomas, Okla., 
and Mary Littlecalf of Okla-
homa City. 

She is preceded in death 
by her father Laverne Lit-
tlecalf Sr., mother Muriel 
Pawnee Littlecalf, twin ba-
bies Gradiola Littlecalf, Jo-
siah Ryan Littlecalf, paternal 
grandparents Fred H. Little-
calf and Fern Tsotaddle Lit-
tlecalf, maternal grandpar-
ents John Kemble and Alta 
Harrison Pawnee, and sister 
Wilma Redbird. 

The family would like to 
thank everyone for all of the 

well wishes and words of 
encouragement and prayers 
while Nettie was sick as it 
helped her keep going and 
fighting when she thought 
she couldn’t do it anymore. 
May God bless each and ev-
ery one of you, each one of 
you made her life special in 
one way or another. She nev-
er would say goodbye, but 
see you later.

Visitation was held Aug. 
20 at the New Comer Fu-
neral Home NE Chapel in 
Columbus, Ohio. Funeral 
services were held Aug. 21, 
at the same venue, followed 
by an interment at the Ever-
green Monuments under the 
direction of New Comer Fu-
neral Home.

Cherronda DaShawn Da-
vis was born in Oklahoma 
City July 21, 1970, to Mary 
Jane Davis and Charles Ed-
ward Davis. She left this 
world on Aug. 7, 2025.

Cherronda lived her life 
in Oklahoma City where 
she attended Del City High 

School. Cherronda was 
proud to be a Cheyenne and 
Arapaho citizen.

Cherronda’s family in-
cludes daughters, Helena D. 
Davis, Zara A. Davis, sons, 
Justin Pl. Dav is, Demarco R. 
Davis, sisters, LaTanga E.A. 
Davis, Charlene Nicole Jar-

man and Shayna Y. Martin.
Funeral services were 

held Aug. 16 at the North-
west Baptist Church in Okla-
homa City, followed by an 
interment at the Concho 
Indian Cemetery under the 
direction of Temple & Sons 
Funeral Home.

Patrick Tennyson LeFlore
Patrick Tennyson Le-

Flore, 51, of Geary, Okla., 
passed away on Aug. 18, 
2025. He was born on March 
17, 1974, in Lawton, Okla., 
to Jerry and Eva (Roman) 
LeFlore. Patrick graduat-
ed from Riverside Indian 
School and lived in Okla-
homa for most of his life. 
Over the years, he worked 
in a variety of roles, includ-
ing as casino manager for 
Lucky Star Casino and Sugar 
Creek Casino. He also spent 
time working at Little Giant 
Pump Company and Preci-
sion Parts and Remanufac-
turing in Oklahoma City, At-
woods in Enid, and Tyson’s 
in Enid. A lifelong sports 
enthusiast, Patrick especially 
loved basketball. He also en-
joyed playing pool, listening 
to music, and spending time 
with his family and friends. 
Known for his generous 

heart and strong will, Patrick 
was someone who would 
help anyone in need. He was 
proud of his heritage as a 
citizen of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Nation. Patrick will 
be remembered for his love 
of sports, music, and fami-
ly, and for the kindness and 
strength he carried through-
out his life.

Patrick is survived by his 
daughter Rayne LeFlore of 
El Reno, Okla., his moth-
er Eva LeFlore and Frank 
Sweezy of Geary, siblings, 
Pamela Roman of Geary, 
Mary Cooper and husband 
Donnie of Oklahoma City 
and Jerry LeFlore of Oklaho-
ma City, and a special niece 
Rosebud Benally of Oklaho-
ma City. He also leaves be-
hind numerous nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in death 

by his father Jerry LeFlore, 
and his son Patrick “P.J.” Le-
Flore Jr.

A traditional all-night 
wake service was held Aug. 
21 at the Geary Emergency 
Response Center in Geary, 
Okla.

Funeral services were 
held Aug. 22, at the same 
venue, officiated by Rev. Jay 
Mule, followed by an inter-
ment at the Concho Indian 
Cemetery under the direction 
of Turner Funeral Home.

Wilma Raeann Red Bird
Wilma Raeann Red Bird 

of El Reno was born on Aug. 
3, 1978, to Laverne Littlecalf 
Sr. and Muriel Littlecalf in 
Clinton, Okla., at the Clinton 
Indian hospital. She passed 
away on Aug. 7, 2025, at 
Baptist Medical Center in 
Oklahoma City surrounded 
by her loved ones.

Wilma was a proud citi-
zen of the Cheyenne, Kiowa 
and Apache Tribes. She was 
also a member of the NAC 
and loved attending meetings 
with her husband Emmett.

Wilma was a well-known 
and accomplished singer; she 
was a backup singer for the 
Sizzortail Singers, Red Stone 
Singers, and Rough Arrow 
Singers. Her talent took her 
to many powwows across the 
United States winning many 
singing competitions includ-
ing winning back-to-back 
at the Gathering of Nations 
world champion singing con-
test and the women’s backup 
singing contest with the Siz-
zortail Singers, she also par-
ticipated in many host drum 
gigs with them.

Wilma was a loving and 
caring wife, sister, and aun-
tie but most all a proud and 
very loving mother to Olyvia 
Fern. She was a homemaker 
who devoted her whole life 
to raising her daughter and 
supporting her husband. She 
attended the El Reno public 
school system and gradu-
ated in 1996.  She has also 
worked for the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes.

Wilma is survived by her 
husband Emmett Red Bird 
Jr; daughter Olyvia Fern 
Redbird, niece Priscilla Lit-
tlecalf, six brothers, Roy 
Littlecalf, Laverne Littlecal  
Jr, Phillip”Yogi”Bread, Lon-
nie Street, Richard Stree and  
Steve Street, six sisters, Net-
tie Lopez, Fern Gutierrez, 
Alta Guzman, Lisa Little-
calf, Lee Littlecalf-Wermy 
and Mary Littlecalf, aunts, 
Wilma Nibbs StoneCalf, 
Karen Littlecoyote, Roberta 
Hamilton and many adopted 
brothers and sisters as well 
as many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Laverne and 

Muriel Pawnee Littlecalf, 
maternal grandmother Alta 
Pawnee, paternal grandfa-
ther Fred Harvey Littlecalf 
and paternal grandmother 
Fern Tsotaddlde-Littlecalf, 
and auntie Lisa Pawnee.

Wake service was held 
Aug. 12 at the Concho Emer-
gency Response Center in 
Concho, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held Aug. l3, at 
the same venue, with Rev. 
Sam Horse, Rev. Ruby Horse 
and Rev. Gerald Panana of-
ficiating, followed by an in-
terment at the Concho Indian 
Cemetery under the direction 
of Huber-Benson Funeral 
Home.

Bertha Colleen White Crow Thunder Bull
Bertha Colleen (White 

Crow) Thunder Bull, Chey-
enne name, Esevohene 
‘ehne’e’, meaning Buffalo 
Women, began her earthly 
journey on May 18, 1957, 
when she was welcomed by 
her parents Woodrow and 
Naomi (Hill) White Crow. 
Bertha passed from this life 
on Aug.10, 2025, in Clinton, 
Okla., at the age of 68 years, 
2 months, and 23 days.

Bertha was fortunate to be 
a part of a large and loving 
family having 10 siblings. 
The family made their home 
in the Seiling, Okla., area 
where Bertha attended the 
Seiling Public Schools.  

Bertha was blessed with 
five children, Derry, Debby, 
Devan, Phillip, and Shaw-
na. Her children were the 
most important additions of 
her life. She truly loved and 
cherished each of them.

Bertha was a true believer 
in Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior, and she attended 
the Baptist Church in Clin-
ton. Her faith was a guiding 
influence in her life.

Bertha enjoyed drawing 
and artwork, she embraced 

the traditional tribal activ-
ities, and she excelled in 
beading. Her Cheyenne heri-
tage was an important part of 
her life.

Bertha was preceded in 
death by her parents, daugh-
ter Shawna Thunder Bull, 
brothers, George Harrington, 
Andrew Harrington and 
Dewayne White Crow and 
sister, Charlene Harrington, 
Wanada “Tweety” Red Hat, 
Gerlene Chavez, Janice 
White Crow and Debbie 
White Crow.

Bertha is survived by her 
children Derry White Crow 
of Guymon, Okla., Debby 
White Crow and husband 
Joe Flores of Oklahoma 
City, Devan White Crow of 
Watonga, Okla., and Phil-
lip Thunder Bull of Can-
ton, Okla. Her memory will 
also be cherished by her 22 
grandchildren, numerous 
great-grandchildren, many 
nieces and nephews, and 
countless other relatives and 
friends.

Although Bertha is no 
longer living among us, her 
spirit will live on through 
those that were touched by 

her love and kindness.
An all-night wake ser-

vice was held Aug. 14 at 
the Seiling Emergency Re-
sponse Center in Seiling, 
Okla. Funeral services were 
held Aug. 15 at the Redinger 
Funeral Home Chapel, fol-
lowed by an interment at the 
Cantonment Indian Menno-
nite Cemetery under the di-
rection of Redinger Funeral 
Home.

Funeral Services will be 
Friday, August 15, 2025, 
at 2:00 PM at the Redinger 
Funeral Home Chapel with 
burial following at Canton-
ment (Indian Mennonite) 
Cemetery.
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help assist when needed with the new 
upcoming committee, showing them 
the ropes of what it took to run the 
ongoing OIN powwow. 

“We're going to help them move 
forward because they've been a part 
of it, they're the Buddy Bond Col-
or Guard and they've been a part of 
it this whole time, so they've always 
supported us.”

“They're younger than us. I know 
there's new ideas, young people got 
all the new ideas and they’re going 
to bring something different, I think 
they're going to do good, they're tra-
ditional too, they grew up with us 
and are part of our community too,” 
Franklin said. 

Franklin’s reasoning for choosing 
to retire stems from the need to bring 
in new people, and also to just take 
the time to enjoy a powwow setting 
among friends and relatives. 

“I'm older now, we need new peo-
ple that can take over and I enjoy 
looking on, going to a powwow and 
looking on, I just want to go and en-
joy and see the people. I had friends 
come and they'd come say hello to me 
and I didn't get to visit them,” Frank-
lin said. 

Looking forward to the future of 
OIN powwow and its ongoing legacy, 
Franklin said her children were sad to 
hear she’s retiring as they would of-
ten help her with the powwow, asking 
what will they do next?

“We're going to continue to feed 
and welcome people, and then we all 
get to visit them,” Franklin said. 

Franklin enjoyed her time serving 

as chairperson, getting 
to witness firsthand what 
the people have done for 
the community in the 
powwow circle.

“I just enjoy what our 
people have done for our 
community, that have 
helped us … they have 
come, served on head 
staff and fed the people. 
In honor of what they've 
done to show how our 
people are. We're gift 
giving people, I swear 
and then they like to feed, 
that's our people, that’s 
just us. That's how we 
are,” Franklin said. 

Following her retire-
ment Franklin looks for-
ward to spending more 
time for herself, wheth-
er that’s watching TV 
or reading, traveling or 
watching basketball. 

Having spent over 20 years serving 
as OIN chairperson, Franklin thanks 
the other committee members, Chris-
tine Morton, treasurer, Jessie Botone, 
secretary and members Fritz Prai-
riechief and David Bearshield. 

“I was super grateful and honored 
to have helped out and worked for 
the OIN committee, for them stick-
ing with me and us learning together 
every year, we just knew what to get 
ready for, how to make things better 
and bigger, we didn't mean to make 
it bigger, it got bigger through the 
years.”

After announcing her retirement at the 2025 Oklahoma Indian Nation Powwow, Dara Franklin shares, 
hugs, laughter and memories with numerous guests as they lined up to give their thanks for 25 years of 
dedicated service to the powwow. Above Dara Franklin shares a laugh with photographer Dakota Wahkin-
ney. Below Michelle Whiteman visits with Dara Franklin. (Photos / Adriel Clements)

DARA FRANKLIN
continued from pg. 2


