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ELECTION  pg. 7

CARLISLE  pg. 5

(CONCHO, OK) After 
months of campaigning, the 
field of candidates has nar-
rowed following the 2025 
Primary Election held Oct. 7. 
The results determine which 
candidates will advance to 
the General run-off election 
set for Nov. 4, 2025.

Governor/Lieutenant 
Governor Candidates

Incumbents:  Reggie Was-
sana / Hershel Gorham — 
834 votes (49.81%)

Alden Whiteman / Deb-
ra Woolworth  — 302 votes 
(17.97%)

Cheyenne District 2 Leg-
islator

Roberta “Bobbie” Hamil-
ton — 94 votes (22.76%)

Milan Roman Nose Jr. — 
61 votes (14.77%)

Cheyenne District 4 Leg-
islator

Mariah Youngbull  — 53 
votes (36.55%)

Incumbent:  Byron Byrd 
— 26 votes (17.93%)

Arapaho District 1 Legis-
lator

Pam Sutton  — 38 votes 
(25.53%)

Roni Sue (Allen) Ville-
da — 21 votes (14.89%)

Arapaho District 2 Legis-
lator

Incumbent:  Kend-
ricks Sleeper — 102 votes 
(26.70%)

Leah Burrows — 65 votes 
(17.02%)

According to the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Election 
Commission, there are 5,789 
registered voters for the 2025 
tribal elections. According to 
Automated Election Services 
(AES) Activity Report (see 
report page 7) a total of 4,122 
voters cast a vote in the 2025 
election.

In this election, a man-
date from the Election Com-

And Then There Were 12
Primary Election Narrows Field for 2025 Tribal Elections

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

Concho polling site 
for the 2025 Prima-
ry Election. (Photos / 
Rosemary Stephens)

General Election Run-Off Candidates - Nov. 4, 2025
Governor / Lieutenant Governor

Incumbents: Reggie Wassana and Hershel Gorham

Alden Whiteman and Debra Woolworth

Arapaho District 1 Candidates Arapaho District 2 Candidates

Pamela Sutton Roni Sue Villeda Incumbent Kendricks 
Sleeper

Leah Burrows

Cheyenne District 2 Candidates Cheyenne District 4 Candidates

Roberta ‘Bobbie’ Hamilton Milan Roman Nose Jr. Mariah Youngbull Incumbent Byron Byrd

CONCHO, Okla. — In a solemn and his-
toric undertaking more than two years in the 
making, the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, 
in partnership with the U.S. Army, have be-
gun the sacred process of returning 16 chil-
dren with Cheyenne and Arapaho bloodlines 
to their homelands. The disinterment began 
September 8, 2025, at the Carlisle Barracks 
Post Cemetery in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

This month-long project represents a 
significant moment of healing and remem-
brance. The work is being carried out with 
the collaboration of family descendants, cer-
emonial leaders, forensic anthropologists, 

forensic archaeologists, representatives from 
the U.S. Army, and Tribal officials. Upon 
completion, the children will be reinterred 
with honor and ceremony on Tribal land in 
Concho, Oklahoma.

Eleven Cheyenne and five Arapaho chil-
dren who passed away while attending the 
Carlisle Indian Industrial School (CIIS) will 
finally be brought home. Thirteen of these 
children were under the age of 18. During 
their time at the school, they were forced to 
assimilate and trained in various trades, such 
as sewing, tailoring, and music.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Journey 
to Bring 16 Children Home from
Carlisle Indian Industrial School

Office of the Governor
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(Concho, Okla.) The 
2025 Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes’ An-
nual Tribal Council 
meeting convened Oct. 
4 with a strong turnout 
of tribal citizens. This 
year’s meeting marked 
a historic step forward 
with the introduction of 
remote voting, allow-
ing tribal citizens liv-
ing outside the districts 
to participate for the 
first time without being 
physically present.

Remote participation 
was approved during a 
special Tribal Council 
meeting on Aug. 16, 
2025. The measure en-
ables tribal citizens to 
vote using their phones, 
laptops, or desktop 
computers. Registration 
forms were distributed 
prior to the meeting, and 
approximately 30 citi-
zens successfully regis-
tered as remote voters.

According to the 2006 
Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes Constitution, 
Article V, Section 2, the 
Tribal Council holds the 
power to set tribal pol-
icy, approve the annual 
budget, authorize trea-
ties and compacts, and 

establish its own rules 
of procedure.

The meeting opened 
with an invocation by 
Lydia West, followed 
by roll call. A 75-mem-
ber quorum was estab-
lished by 10:12 a.m. 
Tribal Council Coordi-
nator Albert Old Crow 
announced the removal 
of the final resolution 
from the agenda before 
nominations for officers 
began.

Roberta “Bobbie” 
Hamilton was nomi-
nated and confirmed as 
chairperson by accla-
mation. Jennifer Bailey 
was selected as secre-
tary, and Kelly Loneman 
as sergeant-at-arms.

The agenda included 
six active resolutions af-
ter one was withdrawn:

1.	 Selection of 
Tribal Council Coordi-
nator, The only appli-
cant, incumbent Albert 
Old Crow, was reap-
pointed by acclamation.

2.	 Approval of the 
2026 Tribal Budget, 
Presented by Reggie 
Wassana, the resolution 
passed with 166 yes, 90 
no, and 28 abstentions.

3.	 A m e n d m e n t 
to the Terms and Con-
ditions of the Tribal 
Council Coordinator: 

Terms of Employment – 
Introduced by Ramona 
Tallbear, the resolution 
emphasized the need 
for improved communi-
cation, documentation, 
and accountability. It 
passed with 214 yes, 53 
no, and 20 abstentions.

4.	 A m e n d m e n t 
to the Terms and Con-
ditions of the Tribal 
Council Coordinator: 
Bonding Requirement, 
also read by Tallbear, 
the measure established 
bonding as a financial 
accountability safe-
guard for public offi-
cials. It passed with 215 
yes, 78 no, and 29 ab-
stentions.

5.	 Initiate Consti-
tutional Amendment 
Process for Term Lim-
its and Residency Re-
quirements for Elec-
tion Commissioners 
– Introduced by Robert 
Goodbear, the resolu-
tion received support 
from several citizens, 
including Jennifer Bai-
ley and Pat Smothers, 
who emphasized the 
need for new leadership 
and ideas. The measure 
passed with 262 yes, 81 
no, and 12 abstentions.

6.	 Support for the 
Recovery of Fort Reno 
– Presented by LaRen-

da Morgan, this resolu-
tion called for contin-
ued efforts to reclaim 
Fort Reno lands for the 
tribes. “Through every 
administration we’ve 
been working to recover 
our land because that’s 
our land, it doesn’t be-
long to the federal gov-
ernment,” Morgan said. 
The resolution passed 
overwhelmingly with 
298 yes, 39 no, and 19 
abstentions.

The final agenda item 
— a proposal to es-
tablish an Independent 
Tribal Accountability 
and Enforcement Com-
mittee (ITAEC), was 
withdrawn by the author 

prior to discussion.
A closing prayer by 

Charles Sleeper con-

cluded the meeting, 
which adjourned at 
11:10 a.m.

Annual Tribal Council meeting passes 2026 
Tribal Budget, implements first-ever remote 
voting for out-of-district tribal citizens

Over 300 tribal citizens attend the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes annual Tribal Council 
meeting in Concho, Okla. Below, Tribal Council Coordinator Albert Old Crow making an-
nouncements at the close of the meeting.

A Native American nation in 
Oklahoma is incensed that a Repub-
lican lawmaker is requesting mil-
lions of dollars to fund renovations 
at the Oklahoma and Central Plains 
Agricultural Research Center, or 
OCPARC.

It’s not that the nation opposes the 
research, but it sees the funding re-
quest as a way to stymie efforts to get 
its land back from the federal gov-
ernment.

The land near El Reno, Oklahoma, 
belongs to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and overlaps with about 
10,000 acres of land that the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes have been 
trying to get back for more than 150 
years.

Rep. Frank Lucas, the Republican 
lawmaker who is making the request 
to the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, has long argued that the tribes 
have been compensated for the patch 
of land in his district. The tribes 
disagree. Now, the governor of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes says 
Lucas is doing everything he can to 
avoid working with them.

Reggie Wassana, the governor of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, 
told NOTUS that Lucas has been 
stonewalling the tribes from striking 
a land deal, and that the ongoing re-

search and proposed renovations are 
part of a “game of keep away.”

“We’ve offered everything and 
tried to do everything and bend as 
much as we can, but nothing is ever 
good enough for him to say, ‘Yeah, 
let’s work the deal together. We can 
be partners,’” Wassana said.

Lucas’ office did not respond to 
NOTUS’ requests for comment.

But the lawmaker is 
requesting $16.6 mil-
lion for a community 
project to renovate re-
search facilities at the 
Oklahoma and Central 
Plains Agricultural Re-
search Center, a drastic 
increase from similar 
projects he requested for the cen-
ter in 2024 and 2023 for about $1.3 
million each. It’s also coming in the 
context of the Trump administration 
making broader cuts to research.

“Repairs to these facilities will 
promote OCPARC into a world-
class facility promoting the use of 
improved plant genetics and water 
use efficiency, sustainable beef cattle 
production, and safer dams and wa-
terways, benefiting all communities 
in OK-03 and all communities on the 
Central Plains,” reads a description 
of the project on Lucas’ website.

Earlier this year, Wassana spoke 
with Interior Secretary Doug Bur-
gum about potentially transferring 
the land, and the Biden administra-
tion told The Hill last year that it was 
“committed to finding a long-term 
workable solution with the Tribe.” 
But any change in ownership is 
blocked by a provision in the farm 
bill — legislation that Lucas has 

led for years — 
at least until the 
funding deadline 
at the end of Sep-
tember.

“Keeping some 
type of research 
going,” Wassana 
said, “To me, it’s 

more of a control issue than it is do-
ing what’s right for the general pub-
lic.” He added that he plans to call 
federal departments to try to move 
negotiations forward given the up-
coming government funding dead-
line.

Wassana said his ideal outcome 
would be to enter into an agreement 
with the USDA so the department 
could continue its research and use 
of the land, but with the tribes hav-
ing ownership, being “benefactors 
of the property, its usage and its 
sustainability.” Wassana also hopes 

the tribes can develop the land one 
day, including raising cattle, growing 
crops, drilling for oil or building en-
tertainment or manufacturing facili-
ties.

Wassana said he’s also proposed 
collaborative research efforts to the 
USDA, like studies on bison, hop-
ing it could lead to more jobs for his 
tribes’ members. The USDA did not 
respond to a request for comment.

“I just really feel that the best pos-
sible use and the best possible stew-
ardship of the property, still hand in 
hand, would best fit the tribes and the 
local communities,” Wassana said. “I 
believe the local communities also 
agree that the tribes should receive 
those lands back.”

—
This story was produced as part of 

a partnership between NOTUS and 
Oklahoma Watch.

Native American Nation says a
republican lawmaker is blocking it 
from getting their land returned

By Em Luetkemeyer, NOTUS

“To me, it’s more of a 
control issue than it is 
doing what’s right for the 
general public,” Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Governor Reggie Wassana

“
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SAPPA CREEK  pg. 8

In northwestern Kansas a system of water-
ways has been the home to Indigenous peo-
ple for thousands of years. The valleys of the 
North Fork, Middle Fork, and South Fork of 
Sappa Creek in Rawlins County, Kansas pro-
vided food, water, and shelter to these people 
who survived using primitive tools. Physical 
and written artifacts support the oral histories 
told by generations of Plains Indians. Such is 
the case of the Cheyenne men, women, and 
children who were attacked and killed by US 
army soldiers on the Middle Fork of Sappa 
Creek in 1875 - the Sappa Creek Massacre. 

Sources of food for Indigenous people on 
Sappa Creek included a very large mammal 
called “Bison Antiquus” that roamed the 
Great Plains of North America until about 
10,000 years ago. The ancient bison were 
about twenty-five percent larger than today’s 
American Bison. Indigenous peoples of the 
Paleo-indian Period (13,500 - 8,000 years 
ago) were nomadic hunters who used spears 
with distinctive points to kill Bison Antiquus. 
The Twelve Mile Creek bison kill site is lo-
cated along the Smoky Hill River in western 
Kansas. Bison were killed there by Indige-
nous people during the Paleo-indian Period. 
The site is in present day Logan County near 
Russell Springs. The Twelve Mile Creek bi-
son kill site is about seventy miles due south 
of Sappa Creek. 

Even closer is the Burntwood Creek 
Rockshelter and bison kill sites in Rawlins 
County about thirty miles northwest of Sappa 
Creek. Indigenous bison hunters of the Late 
Paleo-indian Period used a bison jump on 
Burntwood Creek. And Indigenous peoples 
of the Archaic Period (8,000 - 2,000 years 
ago) continued to hunt Bison Antiquus us-
ing spears. During the Late Archaic Period 
they periodically utilized the rock shelter as 
a campsite, where they worked with stone 
tools. 

The Indigenous peoples developed clay 
pottery cooking vessels during the Ceramic 
Period (2,000 - 500 years ago) and formed 
the bow and arrow for hunting. They made 
their camps in stream valleys, using the nat-
ural resources found there. The Indigenous 
peoples of the Ceramic Period continued the 
life of nomadic hunters of the Paleo-indian 
Period. 

It was during the Protohistoric Period (500 
- 200 years ago) that two significant events 
occurred on the Great Plains - Indigenous 
peoples acquired horses and they had first 
contact with Europeans. The nomadic bison 
hunters, including the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho, became horseback nomads of the Great 
Plains. Other tribes travelled by horseback 
to the western Plains on bison hunting expe-
ditions. The effect of Europeans on Indige-
nous culture included the creation of records 

written by Europeans heavily influenced by 
European beliefs. The Europeans wrote about 
some of the Cheyennes who were born during 
the Protohistoric Period (the late 1700’s) and 
who died during the Historic Period (200 
years ago to present). A Cheyenne man, name 
unknown, was born in the Protohistoric Pe-
riod and died during the Historic Period. He 
and his wife Loose Fitting Leggings were the 
parents of Bull Elk, who was born in 1807. 

Bull Elk was in the camp of Cheyenne 
Chief Black White Man at Sand Creek in 
1864. Bull Elk, his wife Southern Woman, 
and their son Bull Elk Jr. were survivors of the 
Sand Creek Massacre. It is likely they were 
among the survivors who fled, on foot, north 
to the Big Timbers in Kansas on the Smoky 
Hill River near the current Colorado border. 
The Olsen-Chubbuck bison kill site, where 
the remains of 190 bison were uncovered, is 
located at the headwaters of the Smoky Hill 
River about thirty miles west of Big Timbers 
near the current day town of First View, Col-
orado. It is likely that the Sand Creek Massa-
cre survivors were acquainted with that bison 
kill site. The distance from the Olsen-Chub-
buck bison kill site to Sappa Creek is about 
one hundred miles. 

In 2015 an Oklahoma archeologist wrote 
about the Beaver River Complex of bison kill 
sites in northwest Oklahoma. Artifacts indi-
cate Indigenous peoples of the Paleo-indian 
Period used the sites “over and over again 
in the course of 800 years.” The archeolo-
gist made a significant observation: “It is 
far less likely that these people accidentally 
stumbled across this ideal hunting territory . 
. . It is far more likely that to some extent 
the knowledge of the hunting techniques and 
location was passed down through genera-
tions building and continuing a hunting tra-
dition.” Therefore, it is likely that Bull Elk 
possessed generational knowledge about the 
Olsen-Chubbuck and other bison kill sites, 
and the natural resources at Sappa Creek. 

Bull Elk’s second wife was No-chu-Va. 
Their daughter was Walking Woman (1857 
- 1908). Walking Woman, known as a Chey-
enne medicine woman, was the great grand-
mother of Shirley Williams, also known as 
Hestaneeoo’e - “Standing Against the Wind.” 
Shirley (born 1948) is a member of the 
Southern Cheyenne Tribe of Oklahoma. Shir-
ley Williams noted a significant detail: “On 
the morning of April 23, 1875, H Company 
of the 6th U.S. Cavalry attacked a Cheyenne 
Indian Camp located on the Middle Fork of 
Sappa Creek. My Great, Great Grandfather, 
Bull Elk, age sixty-eight, and his wife, No-
Chu-Va, were among those who were mur-
dered by Lt. Austin Henley.  Alongside them 
other elders, women, and children, those who 
could not defend themselves, also lost their 

lives.” 
 The 1874 Red River War was caused by 

the decimation of the bison that Indigenous 
peoples had hunted for thousands of years. 
At the conclusion of the war many Cheyenne 
surrendered to the US army at the Darlington 
agency (near current day El Reno, Oklaho-
ma). Many others, including Bull Elk, did not 
surrender. He was described as a prominent 
warrior and therefore it is likely he fought 
in the Red River War. Bull Elk led a group 
of about 200 Cheyenne men, women, and 
children who intended to seek safety in the 
land of the Northern Cheyenne. The groups 
led by Bull Elk and Black Hairy Dog, son 
the Arrow Keeper, met on the Great Plains 
and proceeded together north across western 
Kansas. Shirley Williams identified an im-
portant reason for the trek north: “Bull Elk 
and No-Chu-Va did not want to be confined 
to the reservation in Oklahoma. Their hearts 
longed for their northern homelands, where 
their relatives remained and where their an-
cestors had walked. They carried with them 
not only memories of the old ways but also 
the hope of returning to the land that gave life 
to our people.” 

The Cheyenne did not have a written lan-
guage and therefore do not have an original 
written account of Sappa Creek. The military 
report concerning the Sappa Creek Massacre 
is an example of records written by Europe-
ans heavily influenced by European beliefs. 
The report was written by Austin Henely, 
Second Lieutenant, Sixth Cavalry. He wrote 
the report on April 26, 1875, at Fort Wallace, 
Kansas. The Henely document, which in-

cluded a map, should be considered a written 
Sappa Creek artifact. 

Henely’s report described the movements 
of his army, including Fort Wallace post trad-
er Homer Wheeler who volunteered to be 
their guide. Henely wrote “a hunter’s trail 
was discovered, which was followed until we 
met a party of hunters.” Henely failed to fully 
identify them as a party of buffalo hunters. 
They told Henely that the “Indians I was after 
were on the North Fork of Sappa Creek.” He 
promised the buffalo hunters they would be 
“suitably rewarded if they found the camp.” 
The buffalo hunters and Wheeler led Henely 
and his soldiers to the vicinity of the Chey-
enne village. Henely wrote: “My plan of 
attack had been arranged as follows . . . ten 
men to surround the herd, kill the herders, 
round it up.” At least three buffalo hunters 
joined the US army soldiers in the attack on 
the Cheyenne village, using their high-pow-
ered buffalo guns. They attacked at dawn. 

Henely described artifacts recovered from 
the Cheyenne village: “a memorandum-book 
containing rude though expressive sketches, 
made by themselves, of their exploits;” and 
“From the war-bonnets and rich ornaments, 
I judged two were chiefs, and one, whose 
bonnet was surmounted by two horns, to be 
a medicine man.” The sketch book, wherev-
er it is, should be considered a visual Sappa 
Creek artifact. The disposition of the Henely 
artifacts is unknown, as is the identity of the 
Cheyenne artist who made the sketches in the 
book. 

Silenced at Sappa Creek
by Dee Cordry, author of Children of White Thunder 

Photo of Sappa Creek on April 23, 2025, the 150th anniversary of the massacre. The 
Cheyenne village was located in the center of the photo in the area highlighted by sunlight. 
(Photo / Dee Cordry)

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
–   The Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes will be strongly rep-
resented at the upcoming Red 
Earth FallFest, taking place 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 
18, 2025, at the scenic Myriad 
Botanical Gardens in down-
town Oklahoma City.

Last year’s FallFest Youth 
Powwow included an impres-
sive showing from Cheyenne 
and Arapaho youth, with many 
placing across categories. 
Among the winners were Chris 
Pratt Jr., Sky Pratt, Leann Pratt, 
Audrina Greely, Adele Greely, 
Daryn Bullcoming, Anais Bull-
coming, Joran Fingernail, Park-
er Blessing, La’Miyah Emily 
Gray, Braydon Whiteman, Au-
relia Blackbear, Adrian Redbird 
II, Mahlea Warrior, Landyn 
Williams, and Tarryn Williams. 

Also recognized were Halona 
Lewis, who is of Ojibwe and 
Cheyenne heritage, and Bella 
Kodaseet, who carries Kiowa, 
Cheyenne & Arapaho, and Na-
vajo heritage. Together, these 
young dancers showcased the 
strength, pride, and cultural 
traditions of their people in the 
arena.

“Cheyenne and Arapaho art-
ists and youth bring incredible 
strength and spirit to FallFest,” 
said Chelsey Curry, Executive 
Director of Red Earth. “We are 
proud to highlight their creativ-
ity and traditions, which con-
tinue to inspire and connect our 
communities.”

FallFest will also feature art-
ists connected to the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes. Lisa Levi 
and Chase Jackson bring their 
artistry to the Art 

Market, while Micah Hart, who 
is of Chickasaw and Cheyenne 
heritage, adds their unique per-
spective as a multi-tribal artist. 
Their work reflects the diversi-
ty and resilience of Native cul-
tures.

The day-long celebration 
includes a schedule filled with 
activities for all ages. Dancer 
registration will open at 9 a.m. 
and close at 11:30 a.m. The Art 
Market and food trucks will 
open at 10:00 a.m. Guests are 
invited to enjoy family games 
on the lawn from 10 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m., open to all ages. 
The Grand Entry will begin at 
12 p.m., followed immediately 
by the Tiny Tots Contest. The 
Red Dress MMIW/MMIP Spe-
cial Contest, open to all ages, 
will begin at 1 p.m. Junior and 

Cheyenne and Arapaho artists 
and dancers featured at 2025 
Red Earth FallFest

Braydon Whiteman Joran FingernailRED EARTH  pg. 4
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(CONCHO, Okla.) The 
Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes Dept. of Education 
was selected to receive 
funding for a Native Youth 
Community Project (NYCP) 
five-year grant from the U.S. 
Dept. of Education.  The 
grant is entitled, Increasing 
Literacy and College and 
Career Readiness Opportu-
nities to Support Success for 
Native Students.  The goal of 
the project is to strengthen 
Native student achievement 
by providing evidence-based 
out-of-school time and col-
lege/career readiness oppor-
tunities, empowering Native 
parent involvement and edu-
cational choice, and building 
tribal capacity to develop 

and support charter school 
academic infrastructure.

The NYCP Grant will 
improve children’s literacy 
skills by providing a cultur-
ally relevant Summer Bridg-
es Literacy Camp and will 
work directly with the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Head Start 
and Child Care Programs to 
recruit students. The grant 
will also provide career de-
velopment and workforce 
experiences for 10th-11th 
grade students who are inter-
ested in potentially pursuing 
a career in teaching.  Lastly, 
the grant will provide a fam-
ily engagement program that 
increase parents’ capacity to 
support their children’s read-
ing development and em-

powers them to make edu-
cational choices that support 
their children’s success.

“We look forward to cre-
ating a sustainable and rep-
licable approach to enhanc-
ing American Indian/Alaska 
Native student opportunities 

and achievement. Thank you 
to our partners Academic 
Development Institute (ADI) 
and ImaginED for collabo-
rating with the Dept. of Ed-
ucation on this grant.” Dept. 
of Education Executive Di-
rector Carrie Whitlow, M.Ed.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
Dept. of Education receives 
$4.8 million grant from U.S. Dept. 
of Education

(CONCHO, Okla.) The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
Dept. of Education partnered with the University of Kansas 
and Haskell Indian Nations University on The Southern Plains 
American Indian Teaching Pathway Project grant submission.  
The professional development program was selected for fund-
ing for a five-year grant from the U.S. Dept. of Education.  

	 The project partners with several Native Nations 
and LEAs across Kansas, Nebraska, and Oklahoma to train 
15 teachers in elementary and middle/secondary education. 
There are over 90% of American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/
AN) students who are in pub-
lic school education. Oklaho-
ma has 8% AI/AN teachers in 
their workforce compared to 
Kansas who only has .01%.  

This project will work to build capacities to advance tribal sovereignty through collaborative 
teacher training programming that works across IHE, TCU, and LEA contexts.

	 This project will begin by recruiting 15 individuals with an associate’s degree (or 
currently finishing an AA) and are seeking teaching certification through an additional two 
years to complete a bachelor’s program that leads to certification at HINU or KU.  The grant 
will provide tuition, fees, monthly living stipends, as well as money for laptops, tablets, and 
books.

	 “We look forward to the partnership with KU and HINU and implementing The 
Southern Plains American Indian Teacher Pathways Project to recruit students with associate’s 
degrees who are looking to transition into certified teaching positions in the communities.  
Thank you to Dr. Alex RedCorn and the Office of Sovereign Partnerships and Indigenous 
Initiatives for partnering the Dept. of Education on this grant.” Dept. of Education Executive 
Director Carrie Whitlow, M.Ed.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Dept. 
of Education Partners with University 
of Kansas and Haskell Indian Nations 
University, receiving $1.5 million
Professional Development Grant 
from U.S. Dept. of Education

Teen contests will follow at 2 p.m., 
the Men’s Fancy Dance Special 
Contest, open to all ages, will take 
place at 4 p.m., and the award cer-
emony will conclude the day at 5 
p.m. Admission is free for all.

Community members can sup-
port FallFest by attending with 
family and friends, becoming a 
sponsor, or helping spread the 
word. Together, we can keep this 
celebration thriving for genera-
tions to come.

Red Earth FallFest is present-
ed by Red Earth, Inc., a 501(c)3 
nonprofit, and is made possible 
through the generous support of 
Allied Arts, Chickasaw Nation, 
KFOR News4, Kirkpatrick Family 
Fund, National Endowment for the 
Arts, Oklahoma Arts Council and 
Tinker Federal Credit Union. Spe-
cial thanks also go to our Dance 
Category Sponsors, whose support 
makes it possible to award Native 
youth in the Powwow: Virginia 
Treadway, Les and Pat Berryhill, 
Jay Laxton, Yonavea Hawkins, 
Oklahoma City Indian Clinic, 
Gregg Standridge, and Winton 
Law. Additional sponsorship op-
portunities remain open. For more 
information, please visit the offi-
cial website at www.redearth.org 
or contact (405) 427-5228.

RED EARTH
continued from pg. 3
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CARLISLE
continued from pg. 1

Opened in 1879 by 
the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, the Carlisle In-
dian Industrial School 
was the first off-reser-
vation boarding school 
established in the Unit-
ed States. The school 
became a model for a 
federal system that sep-
arated Native Ameri-
can children from their 
families and cultures 
under the motto “Kill 
the Indian, Save the 
Man.” Between 1879 and 1918, more 
than 7,800 children from 140 Tribal 
Nations were sent to Carlisle. At least 
180 Native American children were 
buried at the school’s cemetery.

This repatriation marks an import-
ant step toward justice and healing 

for the families and Tribal Nations 
impacted by the boarding school era.

Out of deep respect for the chil-
dren, their families, and the spiritual 
significance of this process, this will 
be the only press release issued by 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes re-
garding the Carlisle return.

Photos / Latoya Lonelodge

It has been a busy and 
meaningful season for our 
tribe. September and ear-
ly October were marked 
by important discussions, 
community gatherings, and 
preparations for the 2025 an-
nual Tribal Council meeting. 
I want to thank each of you 
who participated in meet-
ings, asked questions, and 
took part in shaping the fu-
ture of our government. 

Annual Tribal Council 
Meeting

On October 4, we gath-
ered for one of the most im-
portant events of our year, 
the annual Tribal Council 
meeting. For the first time, 
members were able to join 
remotely, allowing voices 
from across the world to be 
heard. I want to thank every-
one who registered and par-
ticipated, both in person and 
online.

Our office worked tire-
lessly to prepare for this day, 
printing budget books, orga-
nizing resolution paperwork, 
and even making sure masks 
were available for adults and 
children. While the path to-
ward remote voting was not 
easy, it represents a major 
step forward in expanding 
participation and transparen-
cy for all our people.

Legislative and Budget 
Updates

In the weeks leading up 
to the meeting, several sig-
nificant legislative sessions 

were held. On October 1, the 
legislature passed six resolu-
tions unanimously, including 
appropriations for the Dept. 
of Transportation, Elder 
Care, HOPE Program, and 
the Brownfields Boys Dorm 
demolition project. These 
actions help strengthen es-
sential tribal programs and 
services.

Earlier in September, our 
office sought a modest bud-
get increase to support the 
growing needs of the Tribal 
Council. While that request 
was tabled, we continued to 
move forward with deter-
mination. I appreciate the 
efforts of Speaker Kend-
ricks Sleeper, who ensured 
that funding was available 
to provide electronic voting 
devices for the annual meet-
ing, fulfilling the people’s 
decision that our meetings 
be conducted fairly and se-
curely.

Community Meetings and 
Engagement

Throughout September, 
we held community meet-
ings in Clinton, Hammon, 
Concho, Watonga, Oklaho-
ma City, and Canton. These 
gatherings allowed mem-
bers to review resolutions 
and discuss the 2026 Tribal 
Budget ahead of the annu-
al meeting. I value the open 
dialogue and fellowship that 
these sessions bring.

We also participated in 
several program and region-

al meetings, including the 
EPA Water Program meeting 
in Clinton and the Health 
Board meeting in Hammon. 
These discussions help keep 
vital topics like water quality 
and community health at the 
forefront of our planning.

Financials
The cost of the annual 

Tribal Council meeting were 
as follows:

Voting devices-Option 
Technologies $ 8,986.05

Meal-Golden Corral	
$11,297.50

Transit $1,707.00
Budget books $3,712.76
Looking Forward
This year’s annual Tribal 

Council meeting marks an 
important milestone for our 
self-governance. We proved 
that innovation and tradition 
can coexist, and that when 
we work together, the peo-
ple’s voice is stronger than 
ever.

As we move forward, my 
office remains focused on 
accountability, transparen-
cy, and service. Thank you 
for continuing to take part 
in your government. Every 
conversation, every ques-
tion, and every vote makes a 
difference.

For questions or more in-
formation contact Albert Old 
Crow by email, aoldcrow@
cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.
gov, or by calling 405-422-
7430 or 405-437-5269.

Reflecting on the annual Tribal 
Council meeting and the road 
ahead Submitted by Tribal Council Coordinator Albert Old Crow



PAGE 6 Tsistsistas & HinonoeiCheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

When it comes to sports, 
there are no limitations to 
what Marcella Sankey, 18, 
can accomplish on the court. 
Despite having a disability, 
Sankey continues to shine in 
her capabilities on and off the 
volleyball court and is a bea-
con to the meaning of perse-
verance, no matter the barri-
ers ahead. 

Standing 5’9, Sankey 
plays middle blocker for the 
volleyball team at the Okla-
homa School for the Deaf, 
based out of Sulphur, Okla. 

Born in Yukon, Okla., 
Sankey was raised between 
the communities of El Reno, 
Okla., and Sulphur, where she 
had attended school for most 
of her life. 

In her first year playing 
volleyball as a senior, Sankey 
was motivated by family and 
coaches to participate more 
in sports. Sankey had already 
been playing basketball since 
she was younger. 

“I started playing basket-
ball in the fifth grade, this is my first year playing volley-
ball. At first I did not want to play basketball, but my mother 
and coaches pushed me to play and then I started to love the 
game. It has taken me so many places all over the U.S., now I 
love the game, I dont know what I would do without sports,” 
Sankey said.

And what motivated Sankey the most was her connection 
and support she received from teammates and family who 
gave her feelings of belonging. 

“At the end of the day it gives me joy and that is my moti-
vation,” Sankey said. 

Giving volleyball a try for the first time, it had become a 

season of learning the sport for Sankey, however she loves 
the competitiveness with sports. 

“Volleyball has been a new year for me. Basketball is the 
sport I love most, in all it’s the competitiveness and team-
work. I also love traveling to all the Deaf schools and seeing 
all the friends I have made over the years,” Sankey said. 

What Sankey looked forward to the most in the season 
was the excitement and joy of the games, the moments on the 
court where she’s in the zone. 

Goals that Sankey had set for herself included focusing on 
enjoying every game and practice in her senior year, includ-
ing the tough ones and celebrating the small wins along the 
way. And as a senior, Sankey had felt all the emotions going 
through the season.

“I have a mixed of emotions. I feel proud and excited for 
everything I have accomplished so far, but also a little bit nos-
talgic knowing this is my last year with OSD. I have grown 
up here. I became the person I am here. I want to make the 
most of every moment on off the court in the classroom and 
with my friends. So that I can leave with the best memories,” 
Sankey said. 

Maintaining an estimated 2.8 GPA, Sankey was also se-
lected as the Student of the Year for the Oklahoma School for 
Deaf and will receive an award in March 2026 for the People 
with Disabilities Awareness Day. 

“It makes me feel truly honored and grateful. It shows me 
that all my hard work and dedication and the way I carry my-
self has been noticed. It has motivated me even more to keep 
striving for my goals and to be a positive example for not only 
others but my younger siblings,” Sankey said. 

While having accomplished so much already playing 
sports in high school, Sankey had built friendships with team-
mates while improving her skills in practice. 

“Since I have first started playing volleyball I have learned 
so much about what I can put my body through. Its a tough 
sport diving, running and not only learning my moves but my 
teammates as well,” Sankey said. 

Sankey had continued to focus on improving her skills and 
understanding the game, but most importantly, learning dis-
cipline and teamwork and what it meant to have confidence. 

“One thing I think is important to have would have to be 
sportsmanship. It takes a lot to respect an opponent but it takes 

more to respect an opponent 
after a meet, whether you win 
or lose. Another thing import-
ant to me is to be as proficient 
as I can be for myself and my 
teammates,” Sankey said. 

Sankey hopes to be re-
membered as a player and 
teammate who gave every-
thing for her team, someone 
who worked hard and stayed 
positive and encouraged her 
teammates, leaving behind a 
lasting impression. 

“Playing sports has taught 
me a lot about discipline. It 
has also taught me to be re-
spectful to myself, my team, 
my coach and my opponents,” 
Sankey said. 

Being a part of the team 
and continuing to play the 
sports she’s come to love, 

Sankey felt a sense of pride every time she sets foot on the 
court, knowing that she’s been a part of something bigger 
than herself. 

“There is nothing like being a part of a team, its like a sec-
ond family while away from my actual family,” Sankey said. 

Overcoming barriers associated with having a disability, 
what Sankey had learned the most is resilience and patience, 
as there were times when she felt limited or frustrated, but 
had to learn to focus on what she can do rather than what she 
can’t. 

“I’ve had to adapt, work harder and stay mentally strong 
even when things got tough. My love for sports and my de-
termination to keep improving pushed me to keep going, no 
matter the challenge,” Sankey said. 

After graduation in the spring of 2026, Sankey plans to 
further her education. With an interest in art, she plans to 
attend the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma in 
Chickasha, Okla. 

Marcella’s parents are Nina  Woods  and her stepfather 
Father Fritz  Woods.  Her father is Chase Sankey. Maternal 
Grandmother is Virginia Reyes and her grandfather is Bruce 
Whiteman, Jr., paternal grandmother is Laquita (Keetz) Lone-
bear and the late Marcel Sankey. Marcella’s grandmother is 
Agnes and Frank Woods of Alaska. Siblings include Marcus 
Sankey, Silas Woods, Ophelia Woods and Shyann Whiteman

Marcella Sankey, Oklahoma School for the Deaf 
By Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

(Concho, Okla.) Un-
der clear skies and warm 
sunshine, the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes’ 
Tribal Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
hosted representatives 
from the American Geo-
physical Union (AGU) 
Tribal TAB Program 
and the OSU Extension 
Master Gardener for an 
in-person site visit to the 
future site of the Educa-
tional Medicine Wheel 
Garden Project.

The collaborative ini-
tiative aims to promote 
sustainable agriculture, 
youth engagement, and 
community-based edu-
cation through hands-on 
learning opportunities.

The visit began with a 
guided tour of the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Trib-
al lands, where guests 

were introduced to the 
tribe’s buffalo herd, a liv-
ing symbol of the tribes’ 
enduring connection to 
the land and the cultural 
values that guide their 
stewardship efforts. The 
group then traveled to the 
designated site of the gar-
den, allowing partners to 
connect with the land that 
will soon host the project.

Representatives from 
the Cultural Program, 
Diabetes Wellness Pro-
gram, and EPA Program 
provided an overview of 
ongoing initiatives and 
discussed how each will 
contribute to the suc-
cess of the garden proj-
ect. Once completed, the 
Educational Medicine 
Wheel Garden will serve 
as an interactive learning 
space, blending tradition-
al ecological knowledge 

with horticultural and 
environmental education 
for students and commu-
nity members alike.

The project under-
scores the tribes’ com-
mitment to place-based 
learning and inter-orga-
nizational collaboration. 
With continued support 
from local partners and 
the wider community, 
the garden is expected to 
grow into a vibrant center 
for environmental educa-
tion, wellness, and cul-
tural connection.

The visit concluded 
with a blessing of the 
grounds by Cheyenne 
Chief Gordon Yellow-
man, a moment that left 
participants with a re-
newed sense of purpose 
and unity, and a reminder 
of the power of shared vi-
sion and partnership.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes EPA hosts 
site visit for Educational Garden Project

(Left to Right)- Marsha Smith, OSU Master Gardener, Michaela Shirley, Tribal TAB 
Program Manager, KSU Center for Hazardous Substances Research, Chieko Buffalo, EPA 
Director for Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Shari Rose, Program Manager for Community 
Leader Engagement, AGU Thriving Earth Exchange, Cuauhtemoc Landeros, Tribal Pro-
gram Manager, KSU Center for Hazardous Substance Research, Marcos Baros, Diabetes 
Wellness Director for Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Nathaniel Charley, Environmental 
Specialist for Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes EPA, Andrew Sonnier, Water Coordinator 
for Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes EPA, Gordon Yellowman, Cheyenne Chief and Tribal 
Historian for Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Language and Culture Resource Program. 
(Submitted photo)



PAGE 7Tsistsistas & Hinonoei Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal Tribune

mission was issued that all 
absentee ballots had to be 
notarized when signing and 
mailing. According to the 
AES Activity Report, 80 ab-
sentee ballots were purged 
due to no notary, and a total 
of 489 absentee ballots were 
returned by the United State 
Postal Service marked “un-
deliverable.”

Polling sites were open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 10 
locations within the tribes’ 
jurisdiction.

As the election unfolded, 
several social media posts 
surfaced from individuals 
claiming they were unable 
to vote at polling sites or that 
they never received their ab-
sentee ballots.

According to the  2006 
Constitution, Section 12 
(“Certification of Election 
Results”) states:

“The Election Commis-
sion shall certify all election 

results within twenty-four 
hours of the election. A tie 
vote in a General Election 
shall be decided in a Special 
Election.”

Section 13 (“Election 
Challenges”) further states:

“All protests and chal-
lenges to the results of an 
election shall be initially 
filed with the Election Com-
mission… The Election 
Commission shall render a 
final determination within 
forty-eight hours… An ap-
peal… may be filed direct-
ly with the Supreme Court, 
which shall hear and decide 
all election appeals within 
twenty days…”

As of press time, no one 
had challenged the results of 
the primary election.

The top two candidates 
from each race will advance 
to the  Run-Off Election 
scheduled for Nov. 4, 2025.

ELECTION
continued from pg. 1

The Cause For
Indigenous
People’s Day

By David Kaw
I would like to believe 

that Indigenous People's 
Day came about because of 
the event of Native Amer-
icans occupying Alcatraz 
Island in 1959 to proclaim 
their grievances against "the 
Great White Father and All 
His People" and give all the 
Native American tribes rea-
son to celebrate their cultural 
identity. Further, in 1972 in 
what was known as the Trail 
of Broken Treaties, a group 
of Native American activists 
occupied the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs in Washington 
D. C. to force the country to 
notice the broken promises 
made to the Native tribes. 
Then in 1973 came the 
American Indian Movement 
which brought Indian peo-
ple into public conscious-
ness to support their cause 
during the occupation of 
Wounded Knee in the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation. 
These were causes by Indi-
ans who thought in the way 
of Indians. Thanks to them 
these social movements have 

brought change to the pover-
ty and despair of reservation 
life. It was by those struggles 
that brought about cultural 
preservation, political justifi-
cation in dealing with treaty 
obligations as well as other 
social and economic issues; 
r€asons to be thankful on

lndigenous People's Day
I fail to see the white 

man's reason to celebrate 
Columbus Day. Columbus 
stumbling onto this New 
World almost caused the an-
nihilation of the native peo-
ple through disease, forced 
relocation to reservations, 
and what looks, from a mo-
dem perspective, remarkably 
like genocide by Euro Amer-
ican invaders.

But today the Native 
American people survive 
and are redefining them-
selves, not as white washed 
survivors of a holocaust but 
as heirs to an extraordinary 
cultural tradition that justly 
deserves a day to celebrate 
their heritage on Indigenous 
People's Day.
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Bull Elk and his second 
wife No-chu-va were massa-
cre victims at Sappa Creek. 
Their daughter Walking 
Woman survived. It is un-
known if she escaped or was 
elsewhere at the time of the 
massacre. Bull Elk’s son, 
Bull Elk Jr., was also killed 
in the massacre. Black Hairy 
Dog and his wife escaped; 
however, his stepson White 
Bear was killed. Chief Lit-
tle Bear, who had signed the 
1867 Medicine Lodge peace 
treaty, was killed. He may 
have been one of the chiefs 
described by Henely in 1875. 
Poor Woman and her son 
Neck were killed. The true 
number of massacre victims 
is unknown. The Henely re-
port does not include any 
information indicating there 
were any Cheyenne survi-
vors or prisoners of war - 
men, women, or children. 

In 1878, three years after 
the massacre, the land on 
the Middle Fork of Sappa 
Creek was homesteaded by 
a Mr. Koontz. An artifact 
found by Mr. Koontz was a 
full box of rifle cartridges. 
Mr. Koontz moved from the 
homestead and his son Leslie 
occupied the land. Over the 
years Leslie Koontz found 
items described as Indian 
artifacts, including an Indi-
an skull found in a cave. In 
1922 Mr. Adolph Roenigk 
visited Leslie Koontz, who 
gave him a tour of the area. 
Roenigk wrote about the vis-
it in his book “Pioneer Histo-
ry of Kansas,” self-published 
in 1933. Roenigk wrote: 
“The site of this former Indi-
an camp is now enclosed in 
a pasture. Near it is a cattle 
yard, within a short distance 
of the farmhouse.” Koontz 
took Roenigk to the Indian 
village site, where Roenigk 
“saw some bones sticking 
out of the ground, and with 
a spade I unearthed the thigh 
bones and other parts of an 
Indian’s skeleton.” At a sec-
ond location Roenigk was 
shown a cave where the 
remains of an unidentified 
“chief” had been placed, 
likely in 1875. This skele-
ton had been discovered by 
Mr. Koontz Sr., the original 
homesteader. Later, an un-
identified neighbor took pos-
session of the skeleton of the 
chief. Roenigk’s story did 
not provide any information 

about the disposition of the 
skull, or the two skeletons 
found at Sappa Creek when 
it was occupied by Koontz 
and his son. Cheyenne and 
Arapaho tribal historian Gor-
don Yellowman is not aware 
of a Cheyenne chief who 
was buried in a cave at Sap-
pa Creek. Yellowman does 
have knowledge of Chey-
enne chiefs who were buried 
in caves elsewhere. 

In 1912 human remains 
were donated by R. K. Farrar 
to the Kansas State Histori-
cal Society. He identified the 
skeleton as a Cheyenne re-
moved from the 1875 Sappa 
Creek massacre site. A doc-
ument written by the Kansas 
Historical Society in 2020 
indicated that the remains 
donated by Farrar were repa-
triated in 1999 to the Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes of 
Oklahoma. The document 
was a National Register of 
Historic Places Form. 

Also, in 1912 artifacts 
from the Sappa Creek site 
were donated to the Kan-
sas State Historical Society. 
It is unclear if the artifacts 
were donated by Farrar. 
Those artifacts included 
“small, sand-tempered pot-
tery sherds, and stone tools.” 
Archeologists have consid-
ered those sherds and tools 
to have been located at a 
separate habitation near the 
massacre site. The current 
Kansas State Archeologist 
described the inhabitants of 
the separate habitation site 
as “people ancestral to the 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
of today.” The massacre site 
and the separate habitation 
site were visited in 1980 by 
state archeologists. They 
described the separate hab-
itation site as a “pre-con-
tact habitation site dating 
to the Great Bend Aspect.” 
Pre-contact artifacts may 
have been created prior to 
the Protohistoric Period. It is 
unclear if the archeologists 
in 1980 recovered and kept 
any pre-contact artifacts. 

Other artifacts have been 
found within six miles of the 
massacre site on the North 
Fork and Middle Fork of 
Sappa Creek. These sites are 
on private land owned today 
by ranching families. Bison 
skulls found on the North 
Fork, one northwest and one 
northeast of the massacre 

site, may be Bison Antiquus. 
A member of a ranching 
family found an artifact a 
few yards downstream from 
the massacre site, possibly 
below the pre-contact habi-
tation site. The artifact is an 
arrowhead possibly associ-
ated with the Protohistoric 
Period or the Historic Period. 
Bull Elk’s father was born in 
the Protohistoric Period and 
died during the Historic Peri-
od. Additional artifacts have 
been found at two sites on 
the Middle Fork, northeast 
of the massacre site. State 
archeologists of the Kansas 
Historical Society have des-
ignated these unidentified 
artifacts as dating from the 
Ceramic Period. 

The current landowner 
of the Sappa Creek massa-
cre site and the pre-contact 
habitation site began living 
there with her husband in 
the 1960’s. Her father-in-law 
lived there in the 1950’s. He 
found and collected Indian 
artifacts such as beads on the 
property. In the 1960’s the 
Middle Fork of Sappa Creek 
was full of running water 
fed by several deep springs 
within walking distance of 
the massacre and habita-
tion sites. One spring is still 
producing water today. The 
current landowner fished and 
swam in Sappa Creek in the 
1960’s. She and her husband 
found and collected items 
such as arrowheads over 
the years. She has allowed 
friends and visitors, who 
asked permission, to visit 
the massacre and habitation 
sites. She has allowed some 
of them to use metal detec-
tors, and items such as shell 
casings have been found. 
She gave Northern Cheyenne 
permission to visit the sites. 
On other occasions trespass-
ers have accessed the sites 
without her permission. One 
time, a movie production 
company was preparing to 
film a movie about the mas-
sacre at the massacre site. 
She had granted them per-
mission, however she with-
drew permission and kicked 
them out when they brought 
in heavy equipment to dig 
a large hole directly on the 
massacre site. 

In early 2020 the land-
owner cooperated with Kan-
sas state officials who were 
interested in the massacre 

site, including State Archeol-
ogist Robert J. Hoard. Hoard 
contacted a local non-pro-
fessional archeologist who 
had received training from 
the Kansas Anthropologi-
cal Society. She and Hoard 
and an archeologist from 
Kansas University visited 
the landowner and the mas-
sacre site. They developed 
a plan that included placing 
the non-professional arche-
ologist in charge of a team 
of volunteers to conduct a 
survey using metal detec-
tors. Their field work was 
very detailed and included 
the use of GPS technology to 
precisely locate where each 
artifact was found. The sur-
vey results were provided to 
Hoard. 

On Oct. 6, 2020, Robert 
Hoard, with the coopera-
tion of the landowner, ap-
plied to place the massacre 
site on the Nation Register 
of Historic Places. The site 
boundaries were described 
as “the Cheyenne camp, the 
ridge around the camp from 
which the soldiers fired into 
the camp, the marshy bot-
tomland of the Middle Sappa 
creek through which the sol-
diers approached, and the ar-
eas where herds of Cheyenne 
ponies were kept.” 

The application summary 
does mention the prehistoric 
aspect of the massacre site: 
“While there is no evidence 
of intensive use of the Site in 
prehistoric times, people cer-
tainly would have used the 
resources of Sappa Creek on 
an intermittent basis. Arche-
ological evidence of prehis-
toric people in the site area 
includes a chipped stone ar-
row point that is a type used 
during the Early Ceramic pe-
riod.” And “highly nomad-
ic forager tribes including 
the Plains Apache, Kiowa 
Apache, Kiowa, Comanche, 
Cheyenne, Arapaho used the 
area to hunt bison.” Locating 
pre-contact artifacts at Sappa 
Creek might require further 
investigation. 

In fact, there is no physical 
separation of the massacre 
site and the pre-contact hab-
itation site. Pre-contact arti-
facts such as pottery sherds 
have been found only a few 
steps away from shooting 
positions of the US army 
during the 1875 massa-
cre. Artifacts from both the 

Ceramic Period, and from 
the 1875 massacre, have 
been found up on the ridge 
and down below the ridge 
near the creek. Referring 
to the massacre site and the 
pre-contact habitation site as 
separate places could be un-
necessarily confusing when 
placed in context with Indig-
enous oral history. It was not 
an accident that Bull Elk and 
Black Hairy Dog led their 
people to the resource rich 
Sappa Creek valley. They 
were exactly where they be-
longed. Under the terms of 
the 1867 Medicine Lodge 
treaty (signed by Chief Lit-
tle Bear), the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho were permitted to 
hunt buffalo above the Ar-
kansas River. The 1867 trea-
ty was still in effect in 1875. 

 The stone arrow point 
from the Early Ceramic peri-
od found at the massacre site 
may be consistent with the 
Ceramic period unidentified 
artifacts found at two sites 
downstream on the Middle 
Fork. Ceramic period In-
digenous people continued 
the nomadic buffalo hunting 
life of their ancestors. Bison 
skulls found on the North 
Fork may be the skulls of 
Bison Antiquus, hunted with 
spears by Indigenous peoples 
of the Paleo-indian Period. 
Bison kill sites from the Pa-
leo-indian Period are also lo-
cated thirty miles northwest 
at Burntwood Creek; one 
hundred miles west at the 
Olsen-Chubbuck bison kill 
site; and seventy miles south 
of Sappa Creek at the Twelve 
Mile Creek site. The artifacts 
at these sites are evidence 
of bison hunting by Indige-
nous people for thousands of 
years. 

Numerous arrowheads 
have been found at the 
pre-contact habitation/mas-
sacre site. When Bull Elk 
and Hairy Black Dog ar-
rived at Sappa Creek, they 
were literally in the center 
of a buffalo range hunted 
by their ancestors. Just as 
Cheyenne oral history pro-
claims. Shirley Williams is 
the great-great granddaugh-
ter of Bull Elk. He was the 
son of a Cheyenne man born 
in the Protohistoric Period, 
a horseback nomadic bison 
hunter. The artifacts of the 
North Fork and Middle Fork 
of Sappa Creek authenticate 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
oral history. And the Chey-
enne and Arapaho oral histo-
ry authenticates the artifacts. 

Shirley Williams de-
scribed the emotional trauma 
of Sappa Creek in this way, 
“I feel a deep sadness know-
ing they were taken in such a 
violent and merciless way. I 
can only imagine the fear and 
pain they must have faced in 
their final moments, and it 
breaks my heart. I grieve not 
only for their deaths but also 
for the life, wisdom and tra-
ditions that were stolen from 
us when they fell. Their loss 
represents more than two 
lives, it represents the silenc-
ing of stories, teachings, and 
love that should have been 
passed down through the 
generations. Maheo’ have 
pity on us.” Shirley is the 
daughter of Irene Hamilton 
(1926 - 2014) and John Wil-
liams, and the granddaugh-
ter of Dora White Antelope 
(1903 - 1936) and Ralph 
Drunkard. Dora was the 
daughter of Henry “Skunk-
neck” White Antelope and 
Arrival Howling Crane 
(Chief Howling Crane’s 
daughter). Henry was the son 
of White Antelope, Jr. (Sand 
Creek survivor, also known 
as Young Eagle) and Walk-
ing Woman (1858 - 1908), 
the daughter of Bull Elk. 
These descendants of Bull 
Elk directly represent the 
generations who were denied 
the Cheyenne wisdom and 
tradition that was silenced at 
Sappa Creek. 

Sappa Creek is much, 
much more than the loca-
tion of an 1875 massacre of 
Cheyenne men, women, and 
children. Indigenous people 
who hunted bison to sur-
vive had lived and hunted 
there for thousands of years. 
Walking Woman, Bull Elk’s 
daughter and a Cheyenne 
medicine woman, was18 
years old at the time of the 
massacre. Perhaps her medi-
cine lives there now with the 
archeological artifacts. On a 
quiet country road in north-
west Kansas the location to-
day is marked with a simple 
roadside sign painted red 
that reads, “Cheyenne Hole 
1875.” 

Special thank you to Shir-
ley Williams for her support 
and contributions to this sto-
ry.

SAPPA CREEK
continued from pg. 3

Wash feet with warm 
water EVERY day

Dry feet well, espe-
cially between toes

Keep skin soft with 
lotion (do not apply be-
tween toes)

Cut toenails straight 
across to avoid ingrown 
toenails

Inspect your feet EV-
ERY day for cuts, bruis-
es, blisters, sores, and/or 
swelling.  See a doctor 
as soon as possible if 
you notice anything un-
usual.

Wear clean, soft 
socks that fit you (espe-
cially to bed, if your feet 
get cold)

Never walk barefoot, 
even indoors

Always wear shoes 
that fit very well

Examine your shoes 
EVERY day for any-
thing that could hurt 
your feet (pebbles, nails, 
etc)

If you have questions 
about foot care, call 
Kathy with the Diabetes 
Wellness Program 405-
422-7867.

Diabetic
Foot Care 

Tips

Happy 2nd Birthday
Keanu Durfee

October 20, 2023
Dad, Granddad, 

Gammie & Auntie J love 
you so much!

Happy 17th birthday 
Marley Gamboa! 

We love you!

Happy Birthday my sweet 
girl! Happy sweet 16 on the 

25th of October. Momma 
loves you. Much hugs and 
kisses. Love, Leah Breuer

Scan QR 
Code to 

download 
Oct. 15 Tribal 

Tribune on 
any mobile 

device
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OBITUARIES OBITUARIES
Sophie Cruzita Panana Burgess
Sophie Cruzita Panana 

Burgess passed away Sept. 
24, 2025, surrounded by 
family and loved ones in 
hospice care in Oklahoma 
City. She was born to Rosita 
Panana on Feb. 25, 1941, in 
Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico. 
She lost her mother when she 
was still a young child and 
was raised by her grandpar-
ents, Lousia and Christino 
Panana.

She attended the Jemez 
day school until the age of 
8 when she started attending 
the local Catholic school, 
although she was not Cath-
olic and going to a Baptist 
church. Following Catholic 
school, Sophie attended Je-
mez Springs High School 
where she graduated May 
28, 1963.

Her family was always 
a cherished priority.  She 
learned the value of hard 
work at an early age. Sophie 
had a full life taking care of 
children, her family, cleaning 
houses, and picking fruits 
and veggies as her family 
grew.

On April 11, 1970, Sophie 
married Jonathan Burgess 

in Los Angeles, Calif. They 
stayed there about a year 
and eventually moved back 
to New Mexico to be with 
their oldest son, Matthew.  
Not long afte, their daughter 
Joan was born. In 1975 they 
moved to Kingfisher, Okla. 
Sophie had never been to 
Oklahoma and was in awe 
how empty the area was 
when they first arrived, not 
even a neighbor for miles.

She started working for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Head Start Program 
with little children, and in 
1991, she found her sec-
ond home at the Emergency 
Youth Shelter in Concho. 
She became “grandma” to 
all the kids she cared for and 
loved that, as adults, they 
still thought of her and would 
stop to visit. Her passion was 
caring for children and all 
that came her way. Sophie 
overcame many obstacles in 
her long life and will live on 
through all her loved ones.

Sophie was preceded in 
death by her loving husband 
Jonathan Burgess, mother 
Rosita Panana, grandparents 
Lousia and Christino Panana, 

grandson Brandon Matthew 
Panana and son-in-law Vin-
cent Edward Scott.

She is survived by her sis-
ter Cresencia Gachupin, chil-
dren, Joan Scott and Matthew 
Allen Panana, nieces, Mar-
cella Gachupin and Audrey 
Gachupin, nephew Bob E. 
C. Gachupin, grandchildren, 
Ryan Panana, Janelle Bur-
gess, Cheyenne Scott, and 
Antonio Scott, great-grand-
children, Kyran Panana, 
Alexia Panana, Mairen 
Arms, Opal Sheridan, Onyx 
Sheridan, Christino Burgess 
and many cousins, including 
Gerald Panana whom she 
considered her brother.

Ida Elaine Hoffman
Ida Elaine Hoffman, age 

72, long time Hammon resi-
dent, was born Feb. 3, 1953, 
in Clinton, Okla., to Fred and 
Katherine (Youngbull) Hoff-
man, and passed away Oct. 4, 
2025, in Oklahoma City.

Ida was raised in Ham-
mon and graduated from 
Fort Sill Indian School in 
1972. Following graduation, 
she attended Southwestern 
State College in Weather-
ford, where she took busi-
ness courses. She dedicated 
much of her career to serving 
her community, working for 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes in various positions, 
including many years as 
housing director.

Ida was a proud mem-
ber of the Red Moon Bap-
tist Church in Hammon 
and the Red Moon Service 
Club. She enjoyed going to 
church, cooking, playing 
hand games, attending pow-
wows and benefit dances, 

and traveling. Above all, she 
loved spending time with 
her grandchildren. Ida was 
known for her warm smile 
and kind heart that made ev-
eryone feel welcome.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Fred and 
Katherine Hoffman, her son 
Amos Beaver Jr., and her sib-
lings, John Tyler Hoffman, 
Archie Hoffman, Fredrick 
Hoffman, Lucy Snyder and 
Pat Hoffman.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Kimberly Bea-
ver of Hammon and Amelia 
Waters and husband Ma-
tias of Hammon, her sisters, 
Thelma Kauahquo of Moore, 
and Shelia Arlene Chapman 
of Pawnee, grandchildren, 
Elijah Beaver, Michael Bea-
ver, Joshua Beaver, Amariah 
Beaver, Prince Ray Bea-
ver, Laura Beaver, Ayonna 
Dutchie, Mariona Dutchie, 
Jeffery Dutchie, and Mariya 
Waters and great-grandchil-

dren, Winter Beaver, Journie 
Beaver, Ember Beaver and 
Elijah Beaver Jr.

A traditional all-night 
wake service was held Oct. 
8 at the Hammon Emergency 
Response Center at the Ham-
mon, Okla. Funeral services 
were held Oct. 9, with Rev. 
Gerald Panana officiating, 
followed by an interment 
at the Hammon Mennonite 
Cemetery under the direction 
of Lee’s Hometown Funeral 
Home.

Reta Louise Mata
Reta Louise Mata was 

born Sept. 5, 1958 in Mem-
phis, Tenn. She passed away 
Oct. 3, 2025, at Integris Hos-
pice House in Oklahoma 
City.  

Reta worked as a produc-
tion worker for a carpet man-
ufacturing company.  

She is survived by her 
daughter Juanita Loneman 
of El Reno, brothers, Ce-
cil Haurey and Christopher 
Haury, both of El Reno, 
sisters, Donna Libertus of 
De Queen, Ark., and Sara 

Loneman of Ft. Smith, Ark., 
grandchildren, Jionni Esca-
milla, Greyson Loneman, 
Tra’Chele Richard, Timothy 
Richard Jr; Alexander Lopez 
Loneman, Leonardo Lopez 
Loneman, Anthony Swallow 
Jr; and Kaeli Swallow and 
five great-grandchildren.

Reta was preceded in 
death by her mother Frances 
(Madewell) Willis, father 
Donald Loneman Sr; broth-
ers, James Haury and John 
Haury, sisters, Leta Smith, 
who was her twin, and Ev-

elyn Castrejon, and a son 
James Loneman.

Ernest L. “Ernie” Stevens 
Jr. — who led the powerful 
Indian Gaming Associa-
tion for more than 20 years 
while working to help others 
through community activism 
— died suddenly on Friday, 
Sept. 26. He was 66.

His family issued a state-
ment late Friday acknowl-
edging his death.

“It is with heavy hearts 
that we announce the passing 
of our Dad and Papa, Ernie 
Stevens Jr.,” they said in a 
statement. “We ask for priva-
cy at this time as our family 
navigates this profound loss. 
More information and an-
nouncements will be shared 
in the coming days. Thank 
you for your prayers and 
support.”

Jason Giles, executive di-
rector of the Indian Gaming 
Association, also released a 
statement late Friday to ICT.

“Our IGA Board and staff 
are stunned and saddened by 
Chairman Stevens passing,” 
the statement said. “Out of 
respect for his wife Cheryl, 
his lovely family and the 
Oneida Nation, we will issue 
a full tribute at the appropri-
ate time. Please send your 
prayers to the Stevens fami-
ly.”

Giles later stated in a 
press release that Stevens 
was “more than a chairman 
… he was a warrior, a states-
man, and a champion for all 
of Indian Country.” 

Stevens did his best to 
protect the integrity of the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act, Giles said. A historic 
win for tribal nations in 1988 
and a federal law that estab-
lished the gaming framework 
in Indian Country. 

“His vision and commit-
ment built bridges across 

tribal nations, Congress, and 
federal agencies, ensuring 
that tribal gaming remained a 
cornerstone of tribal self-de-
termination and economic 
growth,” Giles stated in the 
news release. “His legacy 
will be unmatched, and his 
voice will echo for genera-
tions to come.”

In many ways, Stevens 
was larger than life, yet he 
was humble in his strong 
and effective advocacy for 
tribal nations and their mem-
bers, said Willie Hardacker, 
longtime legal counsel for 
the Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community, who met 
Stevens through work over 
25 years ago and came to 
count him as a friend.

“He always treated me 
with the utmost respect, and 
I feel confident that’s how 
he treated everybody,” Har-
dacker said. “He was a tire-
less advocate, just constantly 
working. His loss to Indian 
Country is enormous, and he 
will be greatly missed.”

Stevens’ death came just 
weeks after he was recog-
nized in Milwaukee for lead-
ing the association during a 
time when tribal gaming op-
erations nationwide reached 
record revenues of more than 
$43 billion in 2024. A growth 
from $11 billion in 2000 
which made “Tribal Gov-
ernment Gaming the largest 
segment of the U.S. gaming 
industry, according to the as-
sociation’s press release. 

“Ernie Stevens Jr. has 
dedicated his life to Indian 
Country with unwavering 
commitment and passion,” 
Mark Powless, chairman of 
the Oneida Gaming Com-
mission, said in honoring 
Stevens on Aug. 12 in Mil-
waukee.

“From the boxing ring 
to the boardroom, in his ca-
reer, he has demonstrated 
strength, vision, and resil-
ience that uplift tribal com-
munities nationwide,” Pow-
less said. “His leadership has 
advanced tribal gaming and 
empowered tribal govern-
ments, and we are proud to 
honor his achievements and 
lasting legacy.”

Stevens, a citizen of the 
Oneida Nation of Wisconsin, 
was re-elected in April to his 
13th term as chairman of the 
IGA on the final day of the 
Indian Gaming Tradeshow 
and Convention in San Di-
ego, California. The IGA is 
based in Washington, D.C., 
and works with the federal 
government and Congress to 
develop policies and advo-
cate for tribal gaming issues.

He told the crowd gath-
ered in San Diego in April 
that he was proud to continue 
serving.

“Together, we will vigor-
ously advance our proactive 
agenda and stand ready to 
unite Indian Country to de-
fend tribal sovereignty at all 
costs,” he said. “I promised 
each of you that I would ded-
icate myself fully — morn-
ing, noon, and night — to 
champion our interests in 
tribal government gaming.”

He told the gathering in 
August in Wisconsin that 
he would redouble efforts to 
work with the Washington 
leadership.

Stevens served as an 
elected councilman of the 
Oneida Nation in Wisconsin 
from 1993-1999, and also 
served as first vice president 
of the National Congress of 
American Indians, according 
to the Oneida Gaming Com-
mission’s announcement 

when he was honored in Au-
gust.

He was inducted into the 
American Gaming Associa-
tion’s Gaming Hall of Fame 
in 2015, and served on the 
boards with the Center for 
American Indian Enterprise 
Development and the Nike 
N7 Foundation, the execu-
tive board for the Center of 
Native American Youth and 
on the Native American ad-
visory board for the Boys 
and Girls Club of America.

Stevens was also an ath-
lete, starting as a boxer in his 
teens. He was inducted into 
the National Indian Athletic 
Association Hall of Fame 
in 2008 and into the North 
American Indigenous Ath-
letics Hall of Fame in 2022.

In 1975, at age 16, he 
joined with renowned boxer 
Louie Askinette in co-found-
ing the Soaring Eagle Box-
ing Club in Oneida. He was 
a four-time consecutive state 
heavyweight champion from 
1976-1979, and was a two-
time National Heavyweight 
Champion out of Carson 
City, Nevada, in 1977 and 
1978, according to the North 
American Indigenous Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame website.

He received an associate’s 
degree from Haskell Indian 
Junior College in 1983 and a 
bachelor’s in criminal justice 
from Mount Senario College 
in 1996, the North American 
Indigenous Athletics Hall of 
Fame reported. He obtained 
a master’s in management 
from the University of Phoe-
nix in 2021.

Even with a long list of 
accomplishments, “Chair-
man Stevens always believed 
his greatest accomplishment 
and legacy was his family,” 
the association stated in the 

news release. 
He and his wife, Cheryl, 

were married for more than 
45 years. He leaves behind 
his five children: Brandon, 
Ernest III, Margaret, Maria 
and Lois; and his 20 grand-
children, according to the as-
sociation. 

Stevens was born July 5, 
1959, and based in Oneida, 
Wisconsin. 

The news of Stevens’ 
sudden death sent waves of 
shock across Indian Country. 

“At a time when the In-
dian Gaming Industry was 
experiencing exponential 
growth and challenges, it 
needed a dynamic and vi-
sionary leader,” said Phil 
Hogen, former longtime Na-
tional Indian Gaming Com-
missioner. “They found one 
in Ernie Stevens, and Tribes 
and Indian communities are 
so much better off on ac-
count of Ernie’s leadership. 
He will be sorely missed.”

Deb Parker, chief exec-
utive officer of the National 
Native American Boarding 
School Coalition, said on so-
cial media, “We will always 

remember the time and en-
ergy you spent uplifting our 
lives. Ernie Stevens Jr., may 
you rest in peace.” Stevens 
sat in the crowd and partic-
ipated in the organization’s 
Day of Remembrance event 
on Sept. 16 at IGA’s confer-
ence center in Washington, 
D.C. 

Gila River Indian Com-
munity Gov. Stephen Roe 
Lewis said at a symposium 
in Arizona that Stevens was 
“an incredible person, a 
brother to me.” 

“He was a friend to the 
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity, deeply admired for his 
leadership and unwavering 
advocacy to protect tribal 
sovereignty,” Lewis wrote 
in a statement. “Stevens was 
the face of tribal gaming and 
one of our strongest sup-
porters. He led with heart, 
integrity, and devotion, and 
he will be remembered as a 
wise and faithful servant of 
his people.”

The Oneida Nation of 
Wisconsin flew their flags at 
half-staff until funeral ser-
vices were completed.

Gaming icon Ernie Stevens Jr.
oversaw record-breaking growth in tribal 
gaming, dies unexpectedly September 26
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