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ICE Expansion Reopens Oid
Wounds for Native Nations

Rosemary Stephens, Editor-in-Chief

People gather Januaryll at Scissortail Park in Oklahoma City for an anti-ICE protest following the shooting death of
Renee Good. Good, a U.S. citizen, was fatally shot by an ICE agent in Minneapolis, Minn., on January 7. (Photo Nathan
J. Fish/The Oklahoman)

shot and killed two U.S. citi-

Across Indian Country,
history is not something we
read about, it is something
we remember, carry, and
continue to survive.

As U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
expands its presence across
the country, Native commu-
nities are once again feeling
the weight of fear, surveil-
lance, and trauma imposed
by government action. Re-
ports have emerged nation-
wide of Native Americans
being stopped, detained, and
in some cases held in deten-
tion centers for days before

zens, even as more than 800
ICE agents reportedly patrol
city streets, stopping peo-
ple they deem “suspicious”
without warrants or probable
cause. Similar reports have
surfaced in California, New
York, and Washington, D.C.

President Donald Trump
campaigned on immigration
enforcement, claiming ICE
would target “criminals, rap-
ists and murderers” living
in the United States illegal-
ly. What many communi-
ties are witnessing instead
are masked, militarized ICE

ping working people, elders,
business owners, and chil-
dren with no criminal histo-
ry. Families describe loved
ones being taken off the
streets and forced into un-
marked vehicles, with no ex-
planation of where they are
being held. Parents, spouses,
and children are left search-
ing for answers, reliving a
nightmare Indigenous peo-
ples know all too well.

For Native Americans,
this moment is hauntingly
familiar.

Our ancestors endured the
forced removal of children

process, and imprisonment
in facilities like Fort Marion
based on false accusations
and racial profiling. The fear
being inflicted today reopens
those generational wounds.

Oklahoma Developments
Raise Alarms

In Oklahoma, ICE has
opened a detention facility in
Watonga, just outside Chey-
enne and Arapaho Country,
using a long-dormant pris-
on. In Oklahoma City, fed-
eral officials are reportedly
planning a second detention
center that would house up
to 1,500 people in an emp-

district made up primarily of
Hispanic students.

The proposed facility is
located near Interstate 40
and Council Road, and re-
ports indicate that neither
state nor city leaders were
notified beforehand. Feder-
al officials have reportedly
stated that federal law does
not require them to consult
local governments.

State lawmakers have
raised serious concerns
about the lack of transpar-
ency, public safety, and the
suitability of a warehouse
for long-term human con-
finement. Community mem-
bers worry about public
health risks, emergency re-
sponse strain, and the lasting
impact such a facility would
have on surrounding neigh-
borhoods.

Tribal Leadership Re-
sponds

Many Cheyenne and
Arapaho citizens live and
work in and around the
Oklahoma City area. In re-
sponse to growing concern,
Cheyenne and Arapaho
Governor Reggic Wassa-
na issued guidance to tribal
citizens, emphasizing safety,
vigilance, and awareness of
legal rights.

His statement is published
below in its entirety, as is-
sued.

“I have been keeping up
to date on the many posts
and articles that have been
circulating regarding the ac-
tions of the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agents and of how they are
illegally stopping individuals
of color, abusing them and/or
wrongfully detaining them.
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responses to illegal immi-
gration in this country which
has resulted in citizens being
detained, beaten, and even
killed. The presence of ICE
in Oklahoma has caused con-
cern to many tribal members
and other minorities. As of
today, there has been an in-
creasing number of ICE inci-
dents or improper detentions
in our surrounding area. De-
spite the chaos that has been
ensuing, my top priority is to
ensure the safety of all of our
tribal members.

To be safe, I encour-
age tribal members to:
* Always carry identification
with you. This includes your
Tribal ID and at least one (1)
other form of identification
such as a driver’s license.
* If ICE agents approach you,
remain calm and polite, and
request identification to ver-
ify that the individual stop-
ping you is actually an en-
forcement officer with ICE.
* Do not physically resist
or flee. Continue to remain
calm and polite, and pres-
ent your identification.
» Keep personal contact in-
formation readily available.
This way you can notify
friends and family of your
location.

being released. In Minneap-
olis, Minn., ICE has recently

units operating in predom-
inantly “blue” states, stop-

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Dept.

to boarding schools, mass
incarceration without due

ty warchouse near Western
Heights Public Schools, a

The Trump administration

is continuing to take drastic ICE pg. 4

of Transportation

Safety Program wins second place in combating
human trafficking in Transportation Impact Awards

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S. Department of
Transportation (USDOT) today announced the full list of
recipients for the Department’s annual Combating Human
Trafficking in Transportation Impact Award as part of
National Human Trafficking Prevention Month.

This award incentivizes innovative and shareable solutions
to combat human trafficking in the transportation industry.
The winners of the 2025 DOT Combating Human Trafficking
in Transportation Impact Award include:

Ist Place: New Jersey Transit for its “NJ TRANSIT’s
Continued Commitment to Combatting Human Trafficking:
A Multi-Faceted Approach” proposal to prepare for the 2026
FIFA World Cup by expanding partnerships, training 12,000
employees, launching a public awareness campaign for its
225 million annual passengers, and providing direct support
to potentially trafficked individuals.

2nd Place: The Cheyenne and Arapaho Department of
Transportation’s Transportation Safety Program for its “Safe
Roads, Save Lives: Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Campaign
Against Human Trafficking in Transportation” proposal to
develop training, toolkits, survivor support resources, and an
awareness campaign tailored for tribal transportation stake-
holders, law enforcement, and travelers through roadway bill-
boards and public transit buses in Oklahoma.

3rd Place: 3Strands Global Foundation for its “Railway
Agents Combating Exploitation Program” proposal to train
and raise awareness of human trafficking among 7,000 rail-
way professionals across the state of California.

“The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Dept. of Transpor-
tation (CADOT), in collaboration with the Cheyenne and
Arapaho MMIP Chapter, strives to ensure national messages
regarding human trafficking is a shared message and that the
tribes do their part to safeguard the public across the tribes

service area. CADOT’s goals this year are to amp up efforts
regarding human trafficking across the tribes service area that
include activities such as 1) develop posters to be posted with-
in our Transit buses, 2) develop stickers with campaign mes-
sages to be displayed in tribal casinos and facilities (pending
approval); and install ITS message boards on tribal lands to
display campaign messages including the human trafficking
message,” CADOT Executive Director Angela Plumley said.

DOT’s Transportation Leaders Against Human Trafficking
(TLAHT) initiative, with over 600 transportation and travel
industry partners, continues to maximize its collective impact
in combating human trafficking across all modes of transpor-
tation in every state. Transportation-related organizations can
join the multimodal, nationwide effort by:

Signing the TLAHT pledge,

Accessing mode-specific counter-trafficking resources,

Developing comprehensive programs and policies,

Training their employees, and

Raising awareness about human trafficking and its inter-
section with transportation.

Additionally, the joint DOT and Department of Homeland
Security Blue Lightning Initiative (BLI) trains aviation indus-
try personnel to identify potential traffickers and human traf-
ficking victims, and to report their suspicions to Federal law
enforcement through in-flight and on-the-ground reporting
methods. To date, over 150 aviation industry partners have
trained more than 400,000 employees through BLI.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s “Your
Roads, Their Freedom” public awareness campaign educates
the commercial motor vehicle industry on recognizing and
reporting suspected instances of human trafficking. The cam-
paign includes indicator cards for frontline workers and post-
ers to be displayed in rest areas, travel centers, bus stations,

and other places where human trafficking may occur.

Learn more about the Department’s efforts to combat hu-
man trafficking. To report suspected instances of human traf-
ficking, tips can be reported to the National Human Traffick-
ing Hotline by calling 1-888-373-7888 or texting “HELP” to
233733 (BEFREE).

USDOT TRANSPORTATION
LEADERS AGAINST
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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Building Readers, Growing
Teachers: NYCP Grant Invests In
Cheyenne and Arapaho Youth

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

A five-year grant awarded
to the Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes Department of
Education for $4.8 million
addresses needs from the
communities in early literacy
struggles, to lack of out of
school learning options, low
college attendance rates and
shortage of native educator
options for tribal youth.

The Native Youth Com-
munity Project (NYCP)
grant is offering the oppor-
tunity for 20 tribal students
to participate in the upcom-
ing Summer Bridge Camp
from May 26 to June 12,
allowing students to take on
internships to work along-
side classroom teachers and
gain hands-on knowledge in
teaching literacy and of the
overall goal of producing
indigenous teachers and ed-
ucators.

With the long-term goal of
someday building a charter
school for the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes, the NYCP
aims to target objectives of
building a foundation for a
charter school in the future.
The objectives of the proj-
ect incorporate early literacy
for head start children and
college and career readiness
for high school students and
young adults in college.

Quin Elkshoulder, NYCP
college and career readiness
specialist will be targeting
10" through 12" grade stu-
dents in the service area.
Throughout the school year,
Elkshoulder will be working
alongside students on events,
trips and resources, targeting
college career readiness with
the main focus leading to-
ward education.

As part of the summer
bridges camp, an internship
for high school and college
students will give an oppor-
tunity for 20 tribal students
of any tribal background, to
help with the camp.

“They would be assisting
the teachers on the literacy
instructions that they’re giv-
ing and then they’ll be pro-
viding different things for
professional  development
and guidance throughout the
internship program,” Elk-
shoulder said.

Elkshoulder will be plan-
ning to visit schools to give
presentations and an over-
view of the project.

Jamie Rishel, family en-
gagement specialist will be
helping bridge the gap be-
tween the families and stu-
dents, ensuring both are stay-
ing involved with school and
activities. Rishel said they
are still in the review process
of activities for families to
stay involved at home.

“We’re trying to come
up with activities that they
can do to take home, pro-
vide books to take home to
reach other kids and just be
there for whenever they need
anything, questions, resourc-
es, look into anything they
may have questions about or
anything they might need to
know,” Rishel said.

Amanda  Goljenbooms’
role as student engagement
specialist for NYCP is to
support the family engage-
ment specialist and college
and career readiness spe-
cialist, but also ensuring the
implementation of all of the
components for the project.

“Making sure that the
students are getting a good
experience whether its from
a high school intern, the col-
lege and career or it’s the
students going back home
to the family and their view
point, a big focus of mine is
designing the curriculum and
materials that support all of
that,” Goljenboom said.

Jordan Tippeconnic, proj-
ect director for NYCP will be
overseeing the grant while
Elkshoulder, Rishel and
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Staff of the Native Youth Community Project pictured l-r: Quin Elkshoulder, college and career readiness spe-
cialist, Amanda Goljenboom, student engagement specialist, Jordan Tippeconnic, NYCP project director and Jamie
Rishel, family engagement specialist. (Photo / Latoya Lonelodge)

Goljenboom are the com-
ponents in carrying out the
grant amongst communities.
Tippeconnic said the schools
the grant will target are the
three head start centers lo-
cated in Concho, Clinton and
Canton, Okla.

With the incorporation
of NYCP, Goljenboom said
the overall big picture and
the next step from the for-
mer Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes STEP grant, is learn-
ing about charter schools.

“We’re hoping to work
with our head starts and fig-
uring out what that process
looks like, so that hopefully
in five years when we want to
open up our charter school,
we have the education and
the capacity to know how to
do that,” Goljenboom said.

The summer bridges camp
will be held at each head
start site in Concho, Clinton
and Canton where students
will do internships alongside
teachers. The camps would
focus on reading, early liter-

acy as well as incorporating
field trips.

“We’ll have a program
that’s called “real aunties and
uncles read,” getting com-
munity members to come in
and read for the children, but
we’re still in the stages of
figuring out the curriculum
and the day to day and what
that looks like,” Goljenboom
said.

Goljenboom said the cur-
riculum would incorporate
Cheyenne and Arapaho lan-
guage and culture.

As part of the project’s
objective of developing a
college and career readiness
internship program to help
Native high school students
explore teaching professions,
high school students and any
college student interested
will have the opportunity to
take part in the internship
as well as take part in work-
shops and educational field
trips. Elkshoulder said the
workshops would be aimed
at professional development

and hope to begin around
March or April.

“It’ll be throughout the
year, so it’s not really just
for the camp, throughout the
year I’ll still be working with
the interns that will have
worked with the camp and
students who want to be part
of the program,” Elkshoulder
said.

Interns will also get to
participate in college career
fairs, one on one meetings
and take part in college trips
during the year, allowing stu-
dents to visit education pro-
grams at universities or col-
leges. Elkshoulder plans to
take students on trips to visit
Haskell Indian Nations Uni-
versity, University of Kansas
and Kansas State University
to tour their college of edu-
cation schools. Interns will
also be awarded a monetary
stipend for their participation
in the internship.

The internship application
is open to 10" through 12
grade students as well as col-

lege students from any feder-
al tribe, students are required
to have a 2.5 GPA along with
good attendance and have
to provide a transcript along
with a personal essay over
goals and what they hope to
accomplish. The deadline for
the application is February
13.

“The goal is to target
students who are interested
in teaching and want to be-
come teachers so that when
the charter school opens up,
then we would have students
interested in teaching at the
charter schools, so the main
focus is just getting students
interested that will hopefully
want to become a teacher,”
Elkshoulder said.

Outreaches are planned
for Elkshoulder to visit El
Reno, Clinton and Canton
public schools to give brief
presentations to  students
who may be interested in the
program.
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First special session for 11th
Legislature called by Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes Governor

Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

(CONCHO, Okla.) On
January 12, 2026 a special
session of the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes 11" Legisla-
ture was called by Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes Gov.
Reggie Wassana in Concho,
Okla.

The public hearing was
called to order at 10:05 a.m.,
with invocation given by
Mariah Youngbull. Present at
roll call was A1l Pamela Sut-
ton, A2 Kendricks Sleeper,
A4 Rector Candy, C1 Bruce
Whiteman, C2 Milan Roman
Nose, Jr.,, C3 Thomas Trout
and C4 Mariah Youngbull.
Absent for the special ses-
sion was A3 Travis Ruiz.

On the agenda, three items
were discussed and voted on:

A resolution to amend
resolution 10L-SS-2025-
1030-012 — a resolution to
approve a submission for the
Indian Housing Block Grant
(IHGB) — FY 2025 Compet-

itive Grant Program (FR-
6700-N-48).

Damon Dunbar, Depart-
ment of Housing executive
director presented the res-
olution as having to make
amendments to the initial
resolution to submit for the
Indian Housing Block Grant
for 2025 because of the costs.

“The funding is going to
be $7.5 million but that’s for
tribes with 50,000 or more
people and we don’t average
that so we’re going to apply
for the $6 million grant,”
Dunbar said.

Dunbar said the resolution
needed to state a commit-
ment from the tribes to state
they will commit $642,740
in tribal funds for infrastruc-
ture and direct costs to roads,
driveways, curbing, septic
and water wells for the pro-
posed construction of du-
plexes in Concho, Okla.

“We need the commit-

ment from the tribe in the
resolution so we can resub-
mit this to HUD, when we
got the $6 million grant we
had the resolution saying we
was going to build the nine
duplexes over where we had
the homes, we changed the
sites next to the food pantry
to the north side of the O&M
building,” Dunbar said.
With two sites arranged
for the proposed duplexes,
Dunbar said an amendment
had to be made to the United
States Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
(HUD) to get their approval.
The Cheyenne and Arap-
aho Tribes Department of
Housing was awarded $6
million by the Indian Hous-
ing Block Grant (IHBG)
for FY 2024, which marked
phase I of a long-term vision
project of constructing nine
duplexes. If awarded the
grant again, it would fall un-

der FY 2025, being awarded
in 2026, moving the project
to phase II.

Item number one passed
unanimously with a vote of
7 yes.

A resolution to amend the
General Taxation Act.

Oil and Gas officer for
the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes, Robert Bolton,
presented the resolution
explaining the tax law was
originally initiated in the late
1980s and had provisions on
stripper well status, meaning
if an oil and gas well had
minimal production, then the
tribes had the option to not
tax the well.

“When we amended the
tax code in 2022, we kept
that same provision in there,
numerous wells were being
drilled, taxes were still on the
increase, well into the last
year, right now we’ve gone
from 76 rigs to 40 wells not

being drilled like they were,”
Bolton said.

Bolton continued to say
production had gone down
and that’s a natural aspect of
oil and gas wells. Bolton said
he believed it would benefit
the tribes to get rid of the
stripper well status alloca-
tion.

“It’s not a big monetary
value but it could become of
some significant amount of
money if you allow all these
wells to become stripper well
status,” Bolton said.

As an example, Bolton
said some stripper wells that
current people have would
generate $30 to $50 a month
and isn’t a big bottom dollar
issue but if accumulated to
more wells, it could become
significant.

“All we’re trying to do
here is protect the future fi-
nancial basis for the tribe,
this is a minor issue, we just

need to get off the books in
comparison to other tribes,
I’ve looked at the Coman-
che, Apache, Kiowas, Citi-
zen Potawatomi’s, they do
not have it in their tax code,
I just feel like it’ll be a good
move for the tribe to let’s just
get rid of it, not mess with it,
so that’s what this is for,”
Bolton said.

As stated in the resolu-
tion, as of February 1, 2026
the section of “Stripper Well
Exemption” would be strick-
en from the General Taxation
Act.

Item number two passed
unanimously with a vote of
7 yes.

A resolution to amend
resolution No. 10L-SS-2024-
0208-005 — a resolution to
authorize Governor Wassana
to execute certain contracts.

Gov. Reggie Wassana
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IF YOU HAVE AN OUTSTANDING INVOICE, WE WILL NOT ACCEPT YOUR BID. 5. The successful bidder will be required to fumish a satisfactory surety bond. Cash bonds will no
longer be accepted but other acceptable forms of bonding are: 1) Letter of Credit, 2) Corporate
NOTICE Surety issued by recognized insurance/surety companies, 3) Certificate of Deposit (written with

SALE OF DRY LAND FARMING AND/OR GRAZING LEASES Burcau of Indian Affairs as co-depositor).
CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO ALLOTTED AND TRIBAL INDIAN LANDS 6. Leases will be approved and granted by the Concho A Superintendent or designee in

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS m:lnﬁ with applicable rules and regulations. Single landowners and tribes must consent to the
CONCHO AGENCY, EL RENO, OKLAHOMA '

UNDER SEALED BIDS AND ORAL AUCTIONS, Wednesday, February 25, 2026 7. The successful bidder may be required to provide insurance in an amount adequate to protect any

improvements on the leased premises,
TOBE HELD IN THE R.E.5.P.E.C.T. GYMNASIUM

8 Pror to submitting a bid for any tract, all bidders should contact the respective S.M.C. Unit
I E. ELEE&YIEmLi g:g;iéﬂﬂ:g::{l;:m 73022 Conservati mru.:st in t.]u District where the tract 1s bcated fnr add:lmn:l legse @u.irmmts [gevlaed
INVITATION TO BID (both will be executed and made part of the lease). Frur items mw.a.s];'ula., Cauad:am Rugl:r I'-l[ﬂls
. . : . . Custer, and Southem Blaine counties, call the Weatherford Unit at (405) 8506772, For Dewey,
pbirhre ?Jﬂ:?ﬂﬁmﬁf;‘ﬁ;?ﬁ;";‘f;ﬂmﬂ;mm to autharity Kingfisher, and Northem Blaine counties, call the Watonga Unit at (405) 323-0266. They arc
! . . T . . available Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., for appointments and information. NOTE:
SEALED BIDS, for Farming and Grazing Leases on the following described tracts of restricted Indian Some tracts may have USDA, Enviranmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)cost-sharing
lands will be received by the Office of the Superintendent, Concho Agency, until Wednesday, February funds for required conservation work, The prospective lessee will be required to enter into a
25, 2026, 9:00 A.M., Central Daylight Savings Time, Oklahoma, and opened at 10:00 a.m. for leases to be EQIP contract for the required conservation work. Please check with the appropriate SMC
awarded to qualified bidders offering the highest annual consideration, if such bids are deemed adequate Unit Conservationist for these requirements.
and are acceptable. On tracts receiving only one bid, the bidder will be given one opportunity to improve i . .
the bid. Tracts receiving more than one bid will be subject to ORAL AUCTION. All bids opened at the 9. A lease fee of 3% of the annual rental is required on all leases prior to approval
time of the sale will be taken under advisement and reviewed by agency staff with successful bidders to be

- ! . . 10. Bids shall be submitted on the attached form, Additional copies may be duplicated using the
notified of the lease award by mail. Participants in the oral auction may be required to posta 25% good Adtached form.

faith deposit at the conclusion of the sale,

11. Mo depaosit will be required with bids unless your bid
The Superintendent reserves the right to withdraw, add or correct a legal deseription or item, and i
reject any bid and to disapprove any lease submitied on an accepted bid. 12. The successful bidder shall complete and retum the computer-generated. lease form and all

Bids must be enclosed in separate envelopes, and each plainly marked, “SEALED BID ON FARMING supporting papers within 10 days from being nofified of the lease award, together with the filing

AND GRAZING LEASE SALE, ITEM NO# - TOBE OPENED AT 10:00 A M. February 15, o,
2026.™ Mail bids to the Concho Agency, P.O. Box 68, El Reno, Oklahoma 73036, in order for us to receive 13. Rental payments are due by Jamuary | of each year and payable to the address shown on your
by mail the day before Bid Opening, ALL BIDS WILL BE OPENED BEGINNING AT 10 AM. invoice(s) received in the mail, unbess otherwise provided in the lease,
IMPORTANT TERMS:
1. Leases may be made fora term of one to five years with the first year beginning January 1, 2027, ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE THE DAY OF THE SALE WILL SUPERSEDE ANY
wnless otherwise specified. INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT.
2. All lands are being offered for the highest annual consideration. Minor improvement proposals will For a complete tract listing of the sale items and a bid sheet visit the Department of Interior websile at
nod be considered as part of the bid. Only major improvements which have been reviewed by the www.bis.gov or email Concho_Agency Realiyvibia.gov. If you have any questions, please contact Jamie
§.M.C. Conservationist can be considered part of the bid. Paddlety, Realty Specialist, at (405) 422-7018 and (405) 342-2457, or by email at Jamie. Paddlety@hbia.gov.

3. On those tracts in which an undivided restricted interest is offered for lease, bids will be accepted,
and interests considered for leases on the undivided restricted interest only, The praspective lessee

will he responsible for arranging for payment to those owners (non-Indian) of undivided fee %%/

interest.
Acting/Superintendent
4. All leases will convey farming and grazing rights, subject to the reserved rights of the lessor to grant

business leases, oil and gas leases, rights-of-way, and other legal grants provided in the prescribed
lease forms. HUNTING AND FISHING RIGHTS ARE RESERVED BY THE
LANDOWNERS, (ie., LESSEES ARE NOT PERMITTED AND CANNOT ALLOW
OTHERS TO HUNT OR FISH ON THE LEASED PREMISES WITHOUT 100%
LANDOWNERS' WRITTEN CONSENT).
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If ICE comes to your home:

Do not open the door unless ICE presents a valid judicial
warrant signed by a judge. Most ICE warrants are adminis-
trative and do not allow them to enter your home without
permission.

*A valid judicial warrant: 1. Names a person in your res-
idence and/or what specific areas are to be searched at your
residence and 2. Is signed by a judge (must be a judge that is
not an immigration judge)

* An administrative warrant is: signed by an ICE officer

* (If you need help determining what is a valid judicial
warrant you can review this resource: https://www.nilc.org/
resources/know-your-rights-warrants/)

*» Ask ICE to slide the warrant under the door for you to
review. Do not open the door to receive the warrant.

« If an ICE agent enters your home without your permis-
sion or a valid judicial warrant, do not physically resist as
that could subject you to potential criminal charges. But
make it clear that you did not provide consent.

* If ICE begins to search your home, make it clear that
you do not consent to the search.

* You do have a right to remain silent or state clearly: “I
am exercising my right to remain silent.”

* If you do not remain silent, do not lie to ICE agents as
that may impact you in the future.

* Record the interaction if it is safe to do so or ask some-
one else to record it. If you record, do not interfere with the
ICE operation.

If Detained or Arrested:

Remain silent. Clearly state, “I am exercising my right to
remain silent. I want to speak with an attorney.”

* You can tell ICE you have medical issues or need to
arrange for childcare.

* If you are being detained, you must show a form of iden-
tification.

* You should say: “I am a U.S. Citizen” and ask why you
are being detained.

* You can use your non-expired state-issued ID or Tribal
ID to show your United States citizenship.

« If an ICE agent does not accept your Tribal ID, request
to speak with their supervisor. Not all ICE agents are aware
that a Tribal ID is a legal form of identification in the United
States.

* Do not say anything, sign anything, or make any deci-
sions without consulting a lawyer.

* Once detained, you have the right to make phone calls to
family, friends, or a lawyer.

* If you are in detention, you can receive visitors includ-
ing family, friends, and lawyers, depending on specific de-

Oglala Sioux citizen Chase Iron Eyes visits ICE detention center attempting to locate four tribal citizens who were de-
tained by ICE and transported to a detention facility. (Courtesy photo)

tention facility rules.

* You can request a list of free or low-cost legal service
providers to seek representation.

* Tribal members who believe ICE violated their rights,
please contact the Office of Tribal Attorney at 405-422-7618
or you can also contact the Native American Rights Fund.

Find more information at www.narf.org/ice-resourc-
es-2026 .

If you believe you are at risk for Detainment:

If you believe you may be at risk for an ICE detainment it
may be helpful to create a safety plan. A safety plan should
include:

* Identifying your emergency contacts and memorizing
their phone numbers.

* Providing your child’s school or day care with an emer-
gency contact to pick up your child.

» Keeping your important papers, like birth certificates,
medical records, children’s medical records, in a safe place
and telling a loved one where you put those papers. (It may
be helpful to keep a copy/photo of your birth certificate or
proof of citizenship with you.)

» Written authorization for an emergency contact to make

medical and legal decisions for your child.

The growing presence of ICE in the country and our sur-
rounding area has created a lot of concern and fear, but I
assure you that my administration is intent on finding the
best solutions for our tribal government and for all tribal
members.

If you have lost or misplaced your tribal ID then please
contact the Department of Enrollment at 405-422-7600 so
that you are able to replace it as soon as possible. Enrollment
provides free tribal IDs to all enrolled minors to prevent any
misidentification.”

Our Responsibility Moving Forward

This moment demands awareness, unity, and advocacy.
Tribal citizens are urged to know their rights, support one
another, and remain informed. Tribal sovereignty does not
end at reservation boundaries, and Native people must not be
treated as collateral damage in federal enforcement actions.

Indian Country has endured centuries of forced removals,
broken promises, and government overreach. We know what
it means to survive, and we know the importance of standing
together when history threatens to repeat itself.

Muscogee Nation Gaming Enterprises
launches mobile gaming app

(TULSA, Okla.) — Leaders of the Muscogee Nation
and Muscogee Nation Gaming Enterprises (MNGE) an-
nounced the launch of a Class II mobile gaming applica-
tion, allowing eligible players to participate in electronic
bingo-style games from any location within the historic
boundaries of the Muscogee Nation Reservation. The app
is now available in the Apple App Store for iPhone users
and in the Google Play Store for Android phone users.

The Muscogee Nation’s mobile Class Il gaming app
marks a new era of access, innovation and technological
advancement for the Nation and sets a precedent for mo-
bile gaming across Indian Lands.

“This launch represents a major step forward for the
Muscogee Nation,” said Principal Chief David Hill. “We
are investing in technology that strengthens sovereignty
and expands opportunity for our citizens. Leading the na-
tion with the first reservation-wide Class II mobile gam-
ing platform reflects our commitment to innovation and
responsible governance.”

Class II gaming, defined under federal law, includes
bingo and bingo-style electronic games where outcomes
are generated by a central bingo system. These differ from
Class III games such as traditional slot machines, table
games and sports betting, which require a separate state
compact. The Muscogee Nation mobile app offers only
Class II games and does not include sports betting or any
Class III gaming features.

“Our organization is committed to meeting the needs of
modern players while  upholding the highest standards
of security,” said Pat Crofts, CEO of Muscogee Nation
Gaming Enterprises. “There is a growing audience that
prefers mobile entertainment, and this app allows us to
meet that demand with a secure, modern experience based
entirely on Class II gaming. Our offering includes 20
electronic bingo-style games that mirror the familiar titles
available at our nine casino locations, and we are excited
to make this technology accessible on personal devices.”

The Muscogee Nation’s Class II Mobile Gaming App
was developed by Everi, an IGT brand and global leader
in financial technology, gaming content and compliance
solutions for the casino industry.

“Our collaboration with the Muscogee Nation brings
together cutting-edge mobile technology and a shared
commitment to integrity, security and player trust,” said
Hector Fernandez, IGT Incoming CEO. “We are proud to
support this first-of-its-kind launch in Indian Lands and to
deliver a platform that reflects the future of digital Class
IT gaming.”

The platform includes encrypted data protection, se-
cure identity verification and continuous monitoring to
prevent unauthorized activity. If the app becomes inactive
for a period of time, the session automatically suspends
and requires the player to reenter their credentials. A lost

or stolen device cannot be used to access a player’s
account without proper authentication.

Players must be at least 21 years old and phys-

ically located within the Muscogee Nation
Reservation to participate. New players and
individuals with an active Muscogee Na-
tion Player’s Card may sign up remotely.
To create an account, players complete a
secure digital enrollment process that re-
quires capturing a real-time facial image
and scanning a government-issued photo
identification. This verification step con-
firms identity, activates the mobile gam-
ing account and ensures compliance with
federal and tribal regulations.

The app’s identity verification tools
prevent underage use and support strong
responsible gaming practices. Players
who are banned statewide, banned from
MNGE properties or who self-exclude
cannot access the platform.

The app uses advanced geolocation
technology to ensure gaming occurs only
within the Muscogee Nation

Reservation. This territory includes

parts or all of 11 counties: Creek,
Hughes, Mayes, McIntosh, Muskogee,
Okfuskee, Okmulgee, Rogers, Seminole,
Tulsa and Wagoner. If a player moves
outside the authorized area or disables
location services, gaming features will
not function. This requirement ensures
full compliance with the Indian Gaming
Regulatory Act.

“Security and compliance guided ev-
ery step of this project,” said MNGE
COO Andy Langston. “From geofencing
and identity verification to payout proce-
dures and responsible gaming safeguards,
this platform meets or exceeds all federal
and tribal requirements with the most rig-
orous standards in the industry.”

Players may deposit funds and with-
draw verified winnings through secure dig-
ital methods, and all financial transactions
are encrypted. Players can also view their
win history within the app. For a first jack-
pot, an in-person verification is required at
one of the 10 Muscogee Nation casino lo-
cations. After that initial verification, jack-
pot winnings are processed automatically,
although larger jackpots may require an ad-
ditional in-person verification.
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Congratulations to Darlington Lady Chiefs
- The Great 8 Conference Champs for the
ORES AII West Division
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This is your chance
this s

Summer Youth
Employment Program

Join us for an open conversation about
our Summer Youth Employment Program,
learn how to apply, what to expect, and
get all your questions answered.

Meet usin the Library @
Weatherford High School

dreamsgroup@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov

https//dreamsprogram my.canvasite/syep

PROGRAMS BT .:v- {,’iii

to see what's possible
ummer!

Visit our website
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said the resolution is for cer-
tain small purchases made by
the tribes and is part of a re-
newal process brought forth
every year.

“The legislators have the
right to waive up to $100,000
of sovereign immunity, any-
thing beyond that would
have to go to Tribal Council
and get a sovereign immuni-
ty waiver, I can’t enter into a
contract, where we’re waiv-

FLY'NE n“T ing sovereign immunity over
$100,000 and it’s basically

contracts and all we ever
waive is the right for a ven-
dor to sue us in court outside
of the tribal courts,” Wassana
said.

Because of sovereign im-
munity, waivers would give
entities the right to sue out-
side of the tribal court.

“If you take us to tribal
court our judges might say no
they’re sovereign you can’t
take it, that’s basically all it’s
ever been about, giving that
vendor the right to collect
their equipment, judgement
against us to make those pay-

mwns— ments,” Wassana said.
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SPECIAL SESSION

As stated in the resolu-
tion, the tribes operating
numerous enterprises in ad-
dition to carrying out gov-
ernment functions, the gov-
ernor is required to negotiate
contracts for routine goods
and services and litigation
settlements that are benefi-
cial to the tribes.

The resolution authoriz-
es the governor to execute
certain classes of contracts
without further interven-
tion of the legislature. The
amendment stated in the res-
olution authorizes the gover-
nor full authority to execu-
tive contracts or agreements
that comply with restrictions,
including an agreement of
products and services incor-
porated within the approved
annual budget, provided the
agreement does not exceed
the budgeted amount or
$250,000.

Item number three passed
unanimously with a vote of 7
yes.

The meeting adjourned at
11:11 am.

| | |
Fa m I I S I r I t Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
Family Spirit Program

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes’ Dept. of Health Program is excited to
announce that we will be implementing a new program called Family Spirit.

We will work with pregnant mothers and caregivers with children up un-
til the age of 3. Our goal is to promote Indigenous traditions in parenting
and childrearing, increase parenting knowledge and skills, link families to
community services, promote optimal physical, cognitive, social/emotional
development for children from 0 to 3 and so much more.

We are starting with group classes, we will take the first 20 families who
sign up. The classes will be held at the Cheyenne and Arapaho Department
of Health building, 1950 S. Shepard Avenue in El Reno, Okla., on the third

Wednesday of each month from 6-8 p.m. The first class will be held on Feb-
ruary 18. Scan the QR code to sign up. Group classes are f_':'r pregnant
For more information or if you have any questions, please cmail FSP@ mothers and caregivers with children

cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov up to 3 years of age.

Classes will be held on the third /\

Wednesday of each month from 6 pm
to 8 pm.

The first class will start on February
18"
*Maximum of 20 families

".Ifr i o
- ..ﬁlur.l.'lti“ﬁ

Family Spirit
Family Spirit is an evidence-based hame visiting
program developed for and with Native American
communities. Developed by the Johns Hopkins
Center for Indigenous Health in partnership with

Location:

Department of Health Building
1950 S. Shepard Ave.

El Reno, OK 73036

curriculum is being expanded to serve up to age 5.

A mesiage from the SORNA Office
For the upooming event (lunch and jear | Hf you are a registerad sex offender
plineing to artend IFade events, comact the Cheyenne and Arspaho Tritss
SOANA Dffice at (405] 422-M456 or in person at the Cheyenne and Amapaho
Tritses. Justice Camer located on 100 Black Kettls Bivd, Conche, 0% TICZ2

E-mail Address: FSP@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov

tribal communities, Family Cultural - How to
Sﬂmmﬁiﬁmmm =»n connect culture with
Family Spirit effectively promotes child 7 ;“"w‘ you and your baby,
mmp;?xﬁmﬁmmmm heaith, \ follo_w_wng family
Participants traditions
Family Spirit serves Mative American caregivers
and children from pregnancy through age 3. Tha Amessage from the SORNA Office

For the upcoming event (group classes). If you are a
registered sex offender planning to attend these
events, contact the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
SORMA Office at (405) 422-7456 or in person at the

o~ . . Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes Justice Center located
FSP@JChEFEHﬂEEHdEpr&hU I'ISI'I.QO'II’ on 100 Black Kettle Blvd. Conche, OK 73022,

Group Classes

Goal Setting - Working
towards a better you,
define goals and set
goals for the future

Budgeting - Track
your expenses, set
goals, prioritize
expenses

Immunization - How
immunizations work,
records and
resources

Home Safety - Baby
proofing and safety
inside and outside the
home

Nutrition - Feeding
your baby, create
new habits and
healthy routines for
your family
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Native federal judges
to headline Sovereignty

Symposium

OKLAHO-
MA CITY - A
historic  assem-
bly of five Native
American U.S.
District ~ Court
judges will head-
line the Sover-
eignty  Sympo-
sium, convening
in Oklahoma
City in June for
a groundbreak-
ing examination
of ethical leader-
ship and the protection of sover-
eignty through the federal bench.

The Oklahoma City Universi-
ty School of Law is hosting the
38th annual symposium under
the theme “250 Years Later: Sov-
ereignty, Survival, and Self-De-
termination” on June 15 and 16
at the OKANA Resort.

This year’s event will be
highlighted by a keynote panel
discussion titled “Ethical Lead-
ership: Honoring Sovereignty
from the Bench.” The session
will bring together a distinguished group of Native American
federal judges to discuss the intersection of judicial ethics,
leadership and tribal sovereignty.

“The Sovereignty Symposium was founded to bridge the
gaps between tribal, state and federal legal systems, and this
year’s keynote embodies that mission perfectly,” said Emily
Eleftherakis, executive director of OCU’s Tribal Sovereignty
Institute. “By exploring ethical leadership through the lens of
these distinguished jurists, we are offering attendees a rare
glimpse into how sovereignty is not just debated, but also
honored and upheld from the bench.”

The panelists will include:

Sara E. Hill (Cherokee), U.S. District Court judge for the
Northern District of Oklahoma

Ada Brown

Sara Hill

Armor David Brown Il

Armor David Brown II, beloved husband, father, and grandfather, entered into God's eter-
nal care on Dec. 8, 2025, at the age of 72. It is with profound love and deep sadness that
we honor the life of Armor, whose distinguished military career and generous spirit left an
indelible mark on soldiers, students,
colleagues, and friends. He was also
deeply proud of his Arapaho heritage,
carrying it with him throughout his life
with honor and gratitude.

Armor was born on Aug. 5, 1953,
in Colorado Springs, Colo., to Armor
J. and Erma Jean Brown. Armor grew
up with a strong sense of purpose that
would guide his life of service. After
graduating from the University of Kansas, he enlisted in the United
States Army and began his career with the Military Police. Following
Officer Candidate School, Armor was commissioned as a second lieu-
tenant Armor officer, serving faithfully for 23 years and retiring as a
Lieutenant Colonel. Achieving Ranger was a highlight of his career,
and he shared many stories from his challenging training course. His
leadership, integrity, and dedication were evident in every duty station
and role he held.

Among his many assignments, one of Armor's most cherished was

Diane Humetewa

Ada  Brown
(Choctaw), U.S.
District ~ Court
judge for the
Northern District
of Texas

Lauren King
(Muscogee
(Creek)), U.S.
District ~ Court
judge for the
Western District
of Washington

Diane J. Hu-
metewa (Hopi),
U.S. District Court judge for
the District of Arizona
. Sunshine S. Sykes (Nava-
. jo), U.S. District Court judge
for the Central District of
California

Founded in 1988 by Okla-
homa Supreme Court Justice
Yvonne Kauger and hosted
by OCU Law since 2023,
the Sovereignty Symposium
serves as a scholarly, non-ad-
versarial setting for the con-
sideration of legal and policy
issues facing tribal communities. It acts as a vital platform for
the celebration of tribal sovereignty in all its forms — legal,
artistic, cultural and economic.

In addition to the keynote panel, the two-day event will
feature discussions between tribal leaders, state officials, le-
gal experts and policymakers. Topics will cover the landscape
of Indian Country, including economic development, health
care, cultural preservation, environmental policy, self-deter-
mination and jurisdictional challenges.

The symposium is also accepting proposals for panel pre-
sentations through Jan. 31 and submissions to its academic
competitions through March 27. Guidelines, submission
forms and event details are available online at thesovereign-
tysymposium.com.

Lauren King

Sunshine Sykes

serving as the Professor of Military Science at Stephen F. Austin State
University. He delighted in mentoring students, helping shape their character, and preparing future leaders for service. After
retiring from active duty, he continued his commitment to developing young people as an ROTC instructor at Edison High
School in Alexandria, VA. Armor later continued to support national defense through government contracts and eventually

through civilian service with the Department of Defense at the
Pentagon.

In retirement, Armor continued to live a life of service, vol-
unteering as a Meals on Wheels driver for the Hood County
Senior Center. He found great fulfillment in helping others and
giving back to his community in meaningful, personal ways.

Armor's greatest joy, however, was his family. In 1996,
he married the love of his life, Janet. Their union created a
beautiful
and blend-
ed family
of seven
children,
Courtney
(Clayton)
Vanlan-

gendonck, Gwendolyn (Christian) Fricke, Sarah (Zach) Brown, Drew
(Magdalena) Loertcher, Armor David III (Olive) Brown, Alexander (Mau-
reen) Brown, and Catherine (Mena Patrone) Brown. He is survived by his
beloved mother, Erma Jean Brown, brothers Robert Brown, Mark Brown,
sister Sonja Frye, his children, and 19 cherished grandchildren, each of
whom brought him immense pride and happiness.

Funeral services were held Dec. 30, 2025 at the Wiley Funeral Home in
Granbury, Texas. May he rest in peace, remembered always for his quick
wit, kindness, and the legacy of leadership he leaves behind.
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Allie’s Baking Boutique
T1AS Rock Island vse. Bl Reso, (K 73036
Desserts served daily | Walk-Ins Welcomed!

Made-to-order custom cakes for weddings.
birthdoys and celebrations.

cake come frue
e Ak b0ok for =
mext event )

LR
s

PO S=H2H=2F 25
Allieshakinghoutgoedd gmuil.com
wn, Allieshakinghoutugue, con

o Tants. Py
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is your chance to see what's possible
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Dean S Dnve-Thru Pawn Shnp
2617 S Robinson-0KC, OK

www.deans pawn.com

405.239.2774

“OK(C’s Oldest Pawn Sh op .

February
24 & 25,2026

Workshop
Tuesday: 11:00 AM - 7:30 PM
Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sponsored by: Post 401&
Cheyenne & Arapaho Health Board

NATIVE AMERICAN

» WORKSHOP =
Hosted at
ucky Star Casino & Conference Center
Watonga Oklahoma

brandlogixwatonga.com/2025M12/30traumasorkshop
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a Mince, a8 Sliows, to wit; from N.PS. o NP5, and Sat the same will be heaed by the Cheyenne and
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ihe LB duy of FERRUARY I8, ¢ 1080 M, in the courtrocms, 100 Black Kotk Boulrewd, Conche,
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YOU ARE HERERY NOTIFIED TO APPEAR. on the above date and Gme indicated for presenitation
of your case befiore the above-entitled Trial Court. You have the sption to appear in perion or through
Zosm. To appenr vau Zoom, you will aoed & mmact devies wech @i @ Sallep computes, ligiop, mblel, of
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TAKE NOTICE that DAMON DUNBAR, has flled in this Court for Petition For Name Change
for a Minoe, s follows, o wi; from CP. to DUNB. [IL and Bt the sae will be heard by the Cheyenne
and Arapabo Trial Comt of Concho, Ohlahoma in the Coamrthouse located at 100 West Black Kettle
Bouevand, 0, Bow 102, Concho, Ckdahoma, THZ, oo the 5 day of MARCH, 2038 at 1090 AM. and
any wrisien protist may be o in the case, prinr ko the dake set foc the hearing,

Issed this 20® day of JANUARY, 2026,

10 JASOMN VERNON CARTER
UNEROIWN ADDRESS

W ARE TIERERY SUMMONED TO FILE A FORMAL WRITTEN ANSWER w the Peiiton which »
kel i et o o the sbwrwe-parmed Cownt, A oogry ol the Petition b herewiths served wpom vou mnd o ik your
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thet L1* iy of Fubrasary 2026, at BOAM. is the courtrom, 100 Black Ketthe Boskevad, Concho, Oklshoma.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED TO APFEAR, on the sbove dute and time indicated for presentation
of your ¢ belone the above-entithed Trial Court. You have the option i appear in person or throagh
Zoom, To appow via Zoom, you will seed & sman device fuch & & deskiop compater, laptop, ablet, or
amurtphose. Your smart device will need o camens, microphone, and a sable insemct conmoction. I you do moy
v acoess 10 & smart device, you can i & soa-smarphoae or aditional ielephons.

Parties i wor Bhe following i onder 10 kg in or jein the mocting.
= Wideo conforonsing for s device meri
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Dimbed it thee Trial Court this 20 duy of Janmary, 226

OMelency

Tawny Melendizz, Deputy Court Clark
Cheyenne and Mrapabo Trial Court

cmrang g s
I THE TRIAL COURT "i.‘[m 21

CHEYENNE AND mmmaFWF
P.0. BOX 102 PAGE

CONCHO, DKLAHOMA 1ME ; TIE':_[ oS

s the Maser of the Guardianship of

I
1
QCT. 1 Case Mo, PO-2026-0001
LAT i

Miner Childres,

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

The Cheyesne-Arapabio Trbes e DYLAN SWEEZY
UNKNOWN ADDRESS

You are hereby notified that Kares Macs has filed in this Court a Petition for Geardianship of
GOT. & LAT, Mimor Childsen, on e 20® day of JANUARY, 2026, and that said Petition is hereby set
for a Hearing fo be heard i the Courtroom of s Trial Coust of the Cheyenns and Arspabo Tribes, 100
W, Black Kete fioulevand, Concho, Oklshoma, on the £* dsy of MARCH, 2036 2t 100 AM., a
which time you shall appear on the ahove date and time indicated for presentstion of your case before the
shove-enstled Trial Court.

Dhated this 21" day of JANUARY, 2006,

Tameny Mickendez, Depety Court Clesk
Cheyemne end Asepaho Trial Cout
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JOHN TSOODLE
Owner

1313 Van Kirk
Mtn. View, OK
73062

tel. (580) 375-9602

tel. (580) 375-9766
redtipiplumbing@yahoo.com
www.redtipiplumbing.com

RED TIPI
PLUMBING

\eteran Owned

v v W v W
vebruar
(ED) (CLASS & L

What We will work on Location &
Contact Info
NAC buiiding
GEDCLASS g
= m#;::—_mm b, |
: m#ﬂi . nckors =
|,
Class Dates
Pre-Testing, Scheduting Official
Test & Tularing as wed » FEBRUARY 23 - 26
* J0AM =3 PM
WORK EXPERIENCE
» CLASSES WILL BE Mon=Thurs
= Rasuma Wiiting
» Applications
* Intanview skills
» Job Searching
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Happy 6th Birthday my beautiful, sweet, strong lil independent babygirl

LaRayne Sara-Gene Warledo!! Love, Nalkyria, Caiden and momma Love

you g0 go much!

I Fix your thought on what is
True and Honorable and
Right. Tlhink about things
that are Pure and Lovely and
Admirable. Thinlk of things
that are Excellent and
worthy of Praise.

3 P #5

- Philippians 4:8 =

NYCP PROGRAM

continued from pg. 2

“Let them know it’s about
what they will receive, the
benefits and the opportuni-
ties that they have, not just
with the internship program
but with NYCP too,” Elk-
shoulder said.

As part of the goals
for the upcoming summer
bridge camp, strong early
literacy is essential for late
academic success, Goljen-
boom said.

“Our literacy camp will
provide that 90 hours of
support out of the school
which is something that a lot
of our children don’t see and
this will help children build
foundational reading skills
before they fall behind,”
Goljenboom said.

While focusing on early
literacy, Goljenboom said
across the service area more
than half of K-3" grade stu-
dents require remediation. If
the pattern continues as they
go into older grades, the
project will aim to intervene
before students fall behind.

“We want to get them ex-
cited about reading, wanting
to read and I’11l always come
back to learning a language,
if you’re learning a lan-
guage you need to also do it
when you’re at home too,”
Goljenboom said.

The project will also
aim to provide reading kits
for students to take home
for parents to help assist in
reading.

As a Tribal Education
Department (TED), Goljen-
boom said they are striving
to build the capacity for a
charter school, to know what
it looks like and whether the
school needs support. With
the need for indigenous
representation to teach the
curriculum,  Goljenboom
said the school would need
indigenous teachers instead
of having other people teach
the children.

“We need teachers so
that’s why this grant came
along, we wrote about that,
we can get college students
interested in teaching, create

(:}r'na Aranda

(580)302-0752

that pipeline for native stu-
dents but also creating that
Cheyenne and Arapaho cur-
riculum that we can have in
our schools,” Goljenboom
said.

With the goals of in-
creasing literacy for pre-k
through fifth grade students,
empowering families and
providing college and ca-
reer readiness, the long term
goal and hope of the project
is preparing to open a char-
ter school for Cheyenne and
Arapaho children.

In working with the stu-
dents and preparing for the
summer bridges camp in the
summer, what Elkshoulder
looks forward to the most is
encouraging the youth and
high school students.

“Just letting them know
that there’s more opportu-
nities than just in El Reno,
or just at the tribe, that they
can go anywhere and even
go out of state to college,
whether it’s being a teacher
or just getting out of their
comfort zone,” Elkshoulder
said.

Looking forward to see-
ing more representation,
Goljenboom said when the
charter school does open
up, it will be Cheyenne and
Arapaho people teaching the
children.

“It’s us that’s teaching
our children it’s not some-
one you have to teach them
what that means, hopefully
they’ll already have an un-
derstanding because they’re
Cheyenne and Arapaho,”
Goljenboom said.

With a combined num-
ber of 133 students at all
three head start locations of
Concho, Clinton and Can-
ton, what Rishel looks for-
ward to is seeing confidence
bloom in the children.

“I think just helping the
kids getting a jump start
before they start going to
school and having that con-
fidence, building that confi-
dence in them already with
reading and what area they
start at,” Rishel said.

Email

Ink4hire2424@gmail.com

Weatherford,
Oklahoma

In Loving Memory Shannon Duke Blackwolf
December 26, 1982 - January 23, 2007 b
—
Dear Son, I missed your birthday tribute in December. I just
want to acknowledge your day. I am so thankful Grandpa
is there with you these past two years to celebrate you Son.
When I lost you, it was hard then there was your daughter and
then daddy. But I wanted to let you know I did remember you
on the day God blessed me with your Precious Soul Son. |
remember all of your nicknames puts a smile on my face. My
little Athletic who was gifted in soccer, and football and had
that arm in Baseball. The tears flow for you Son, from all of us
that you left behind. You were 24 when you were taken and you
would have turned 43 last month. We miss you, watch over us
and give dad and sister Jessica and baby girl Keira a hug for
us. Love mom Vida, dad Donovan, Rachel, Joe, Kevin, Jarrod,
Derrick, Mel, Rumel

Notice of
Holiday Closure

Scan AII_tribaI offices
QR Code will be closed
to down- on Monday Feb.
16, 2026 in ob-
load Feb. 1, servance of the
2026 Tribal President’s Day
Tribune on holiday.
any mobile Offices will reopen
device 8 a.m. Tuesday

Feb. 17, 2026.

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes

PUBLIC NOTICE
EPA Brownfield Cleanup Fundin
ABCA Filed: ABCA for Asbestos Contamination at the Concho School Boys Dormitory
Building 138
Grantee: Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes

100 Red Moon Circle
PO. Box 169
Concho, OK 73022

Property/Facility Information:

Name:  Concho School Boys Dormitory Building 138

Street Address: 451 North White Antelope Road, Concho, Oklahoma

Latitude & Longitude: 35611605, -97 990960

Proposed Remedial option: Wet-Demolition

Location where the ABCA and any amendments can be reviewed during normal business hours:

1. Locally at: 100 Red Moon Circle Concho, Oklahoma 73022

2. DEQ’s Central Records office:  DEQ’s Central Records office 707 N. Robinson, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,

73102

Review and Comment Period:  The public comment period dates will be included with the publication.
{30 working days from the date of publication — speak with the project

manager for the date)

A brownficld is an abandoned, idled or underused industrial or commercial facility or other real property at which
the expansion or redevelopment of the real property is complicated by environmental contamination caused by
pollution.

The purpose of this notice is to inform the public that through EPA funding, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes have
performed site characterization, risk evaluation and will perform remediation on the site as follows:

The site is owned by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes and is the former boy 5 dormitory, constructed
in 1967 and used until approximated 1981, During the demolition planning for the project, ashestos-
comtaining materials were identified throughout the structure. A wet demolition will be performed to
abate the ashestos associated with the building materials. The property will be available for Tribal
retise once the building is removed,

This project was funded by EPA, but the content does not necessarily reflect EPA's views or policies and EPA does
not endorse specific products or commercial services selected for this project. The public may review and submit
comments rezarding the ABCA and any amendments to the Grantee contact listed below and may request a public
forum during the above specified public comment period. Written comments should be submitted to Kasie
Stambaugh at the address below.

For more information contact:

For Grantee:  Chicko Buffalo

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes

100 Red Moon Circle

P.O. Box 169

Concho, OK 73022

405,422 7469
cbuffalog@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov
For DEQ): Kasie Stambaugh

707 M. Robinson, P. O. Box 1677
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1677
(405) 702-5123
Kasie.Stambaugh(@deq.ok.gov
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Alberta Addison

Alberta  Addison, 76,
passed away on Jan. 14,
2026. She was born on Oct.
31, 1948, to Herman and Ag-
nes (Hoof) Addison.

Alberta was born and
raised in Eagle City and grew
up alongside her many broth-
ers and sisters. She attended
school in Fay, Okla., and lat-
er continued her education at
Concho Boarding School.

At a very young age, Al-
berta survived a remarkable
event that became a part of
her family’s story, a tornado
struck Canton, Okla., and she
was found the next morning
in a tree without any injuries,
a testament to the resilience
that would characterize her

life.

She later married Buck
Twobabies, and together they
had one son, Troy Twoba-
bies, who brought great joy
to her life. Alberta eventually
moved to Kingfisher, Okla.,
where she became a resident
of Cimarron Nursing Home.
She was known by all who
met her for her cheerful spirit
and warm personality. Al-
berta loved visiting with ev-
eryone and brought light and
kindness wherever she went.
She will be lovingly remem-
bered for her strength, her
kindness and her ever present
smile.

A visitation was held Jan-
uary 21 at Sanders Funeral

Home in Kingfisher. Funeral
services were held January
22 at the Concho Emergency
Response Center in Concho,
Okla., followed by an inter-
ment at the Concho Indian
Cemetery under the direction
of Sanders Funeral Home.

Eleanor Lefthand Bianchi

Eleanor Lefthand Bianchi
was born to Pearl Lefthand,
on November 28, 1944 in
Clinton, Okla. She was raised
by her grandparents Rudolph
and Lizzie Lefthand from an
early age. I recall her talking
about being in the cotton
fields with them. She was a
very loving matriarch and
life mate. Her faith in Christ
was her anchor. She was
amazing with the little chil-
dren. She will be so missed
by all her loved ones. Aftera
long battle with cancer Elea-
nor passed away October 26,
2025 at her granddaughter’s
house in Henderson, Nev., at
80 years of age.

Eleanor owned and oper-
ated “ A Gallery of Nations
“ online store, selling Native

American art, jewelry, fetish
carvings all by Native art-
ists. Eleanor loved to sit by a
stream watching it flow with
the smell of lilacs in the air.
Her favorite thing to do was
sitting drawing and coloring
with her 6 year old grandson

Mason. Eleanor’s grand-
daughter Brittany,  grea-
granddaughters , Isablla,

Sophia , Kallie Mae and
grandson Mason, were S0
much a part of granny’s life
for many years , her passing
has left a huge void in their
young lives.

Eleanor’s son, Messian
Windfield Bianchi preceded
her in death.

Eleanor is survived by her
daughter Marie Prewitt , her
two sons, Jesse and Dami-

on Bianchi, her two grand-
daughters, Brittany Sever-
son and Charlene Bianchi,
her four grandsons, Joseph,
Dylan and Mason Bianchi
and David Prewitt. Plus, six
great-grandkids and her hus-
band Christopher Bianchi.
“Rest in Peace my love.”

Wilma Ruth Antelope Jackson

Wilma Ruth Antelope
Jackson was born on Sept.
17, 1947 in Concho, Okla.
She passed away Jan. 2,
2026, in Oklahoma City at
78 years of age.

Wilma resided in El Reno
and was a member of the
Church of Christ. Wilma’s
passion in life was helping
others.

Wilma is survived by her
sons, David Wayne Deere
of Glenpool, Carson Ante-
lope of Denver, Colo., and
Edmond Antelope of Lex-
ington, three grandchildren,

Chad Deere, Brandee Beaver
and Katrina Beaver and nine
great-grandchildren.

Her parents, William An-
telope and Amanda Ruby
(Hail) Antelope, brother Ter-
ry Antelope and grandson
Derrick Craig Deere, preced-
ed her in death.

Wake services were held
January 9 at the Huber Ben-
son Funeral Home in El
Reno. Funeral services were
held January 10 at the Geary
Emergency Response Center
in Geary, Okla., followed by
an interment at the Green-

field Indian Cemetery under
the direction of Huber Ben-
son Funeral Home.

Gordon Nelson Lamebull

Gordon Nelson Lamebull
was born on April 23, 1989,
in Kingfisher Okla., to Ella
Lamebull and Thomas Jack-
son. He departed this life on
Jan. 20, 2026, in Oklahoma
City.

Gordon grew up and
lived all his life in Northwest
Oklahoma City. Gordon at-
tended Northwest Classen
and graduated from there in
2008. He also attended the
Tulsa Welding school earn-
ing his welding license.

Gordon worked security
all through Oklahoma City
where he developed many
friendships. Gordon enjoyed
playing basketball, football,
shooting darts and pool. He
also loved attending Hard-
Core shows with his little
brothers, and friends where

he developed deep friend-
ships that turned into a large
supportive family. The fam-
ily is thankful for them and
their support at this time.

Gordon is survived by
his mother Ella Lamebull,
sister Jennifer RedBird and
brothers, Ethan RedBird,
Brandon Walker and Marce-
lo Baldeon, great-uncle Gor-
don Lamebull, nephew Snow
RedBird, uncle Michael and
aunt Sara Lamebull, cous-
ins, Virgil, Sage, Thomas,
Markus, Blake and Serena
Lamebull.

He is preceded in death
by his brother Phillip Keith
RedBird, uncle Gilbert “Son-
ny” Lamebull III, grand-
parents Gilbert and Sandra
Lamebull and father Thomas
Jackson.

Wake services were held
January 26 at the Concho
Emergency Response Cen-
ter in Concho, Okla. Funeral
services were held January
27, at the same venue, fol-
lowed by an interment at the
Concho Indian Cemetery
under the direction of Huber
Benson Funeral Home.

deepest sympathies

during this hard time of loss
may memories give strength
may the love of your dear ones

help you through the days ahead

Clarence Dale Akeen

Clarence Dale Akeen was
born Nov. 20, 1968, to Jo-
sephine Black and George
Akeen Jr in Clinton, Okla.
He passed away Jan. 7, 2026,
at the age of 57. He grew up
in Gracemont, Okla., but he
resided in El Reno, Okla.,
most of his adult life. He
went to school at Gracemont
and Riverside Indian School.
Clarence was a proud citizen
of the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes and also a descen-
dent of the Wichita Tribe.

He loved all sports. Espe-
cially Softball and OU foot-
ball. He was a huge OU Fan.
He enjoyed cooking, going to
powwows, and gourd dances.
He loved his family dearly,
especially all his nieces and
nephews. He was never short

on his love and affection
for them. He liked to have
a good laugh. He made the
best burgers. He was a man
of many talents. Some of us
he helped raise, and he will
always be remembered by
what he taught us.

He is survived by his sib-
lings Jeannie Black, Anthony
Akeen, Ella (Click) Akeen,
Alan Akeen, all of El Reno,
Samantha  (Creek  Britt)
Akeen of Shawnee, Okla.,
Joanna (Martinez) Akeen of
Tama, Iowa and one adopt-
ed sister, Jody Rivera of El
Reno.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, Josephine and
George, his grandparents,
Ella and George Sr, and sis-
ter Patricia.

Wake services were held
January 13 at the Wilson Fu-
neral Home in El Reno. Fu-
neral services were held Jan-
uary 14, at the same venue,
followed by an interment at
the Concho Indian Cemetery
under the direction of Wilson
Funeral Home.

Monica Leigh Curtis

Monica Leigh Curtis was
born July 1, 1980, to Gilbert
Richard Curtis and Inez Ma-
rie Curtis (White Buffalo) in
Clinton, Okla.

Monica grew up in Clin-
ton, Ardmore, El Reno,
Oklahoma City and Lame
Deer, Mont.

Monica was the best at
everything she did. She had
a heart of gold. She was the
most positive, thoughtful,
loving, caring, person to
everyone she met. She was
the most creative person in
our family. Monica accom-
plished so much in her time
here on earth. She enjoyed
beading, cooking and spend-
ing time with her family and
friends.

Monica was a loving
mother, sister, aunt, and
grandma. Monica had many
beautiful children, Alicia
Curtis, Bridgette Curtis,

Breanna Buffalomeat, Fred
Washee Jr., Patrick Washee,
Christopher Washee, Regina,
Kylee, Dylan, Daryl, Duyen
and Kingston Curtis.

Monica was preceded
in death by her parents, her
grandparents, John White
Buffalo, Phoebe White Buf-
falo (White Horse) Richard
Curtis, Lena Belle Tenorio
(Gould), her baby sister Re-
gina Marie Curtis, her son
Patrick Washee and daughter
Bridgette Curtis.

She is survived by her
siblings, Andrea Curtis,
Cameron  Curtis, Virgil
Curtis, Guss Curtis, Erica
Curtis, Gilbert Curtis Jr., and
her aunts, LaFreda White
Buffalo and Samie Curtis.
She also leaves behind many
cousins/sisters and brothers;
nieces and nephews; aunts
and uncles and extended
family, along with many

friends who will cherish her
beautiful soul and spirit.
Wake service was held
January 21 at the Seiling
Emergency Response Center
in Seiling, Okla. Funeral ser-
vices were held January 22 at
the Redinger Funeral Home
Chapel, followed by an in-
terment at the Cantonment
Cemetery under the direction
of Redinger Funeral Home.

Murray Whiteshield

Murray Whiteshield
passed from this life on
Jan.19, 2026, at the age of
73 years, 11 months, and 23
days. His earthly walk be-
gan on Jan. 27, 1952, when
his parents, Harry and Ma-
rie (White Horse) Whitesh-
ield welcomed him into this
world. Murray was born in
Clinton, Okla., and spent his
younger years in the Clin-
ton area attending Clinton
Public School during his
grade school years. During
his freshman and sopho-
more years, he attended the
Chilocco Indian Agricultural
School, he then attended the
Santa Fe, New Mexico Insti-
tute of American Indian Arts
for his junior year. Murray
then attended Seiling High
School and graduated with
the class of 1971.

Murray began his ser-
vice to his country in July of
1972. He was a member of
the U.S. Navy where he at-

tained the rank of E-II while
serving during the Vietnam
conflict. He was awarded the
National Defense Service
Medal for his service during
this time.A fter his discharge
from the Navy, Murray went
on to further his education
by attending Southwestern
Oklahoma University for
two years and then he attend-
ed Wright Business College
in Oklahoma City where he
graduated in 1988. Murray
was employed by Oilab form
1989 till 1999. Growing up,
Murry attended the Indian
Mennonite Church. Murray
was a member of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints. He held a deep love
for his Lord and Savior, and
his faith was a guiding light
for him.

Murray was preceded in
death by his parents, Harry
and Marie, brother Harry R.
Whiteshield, and sister Arde-
na Whiteshield.

He is survived by two
sisters, Rosa and Leona, as
well as numerous nieces,
nephews, other relatives, and
friends.

Wake service was held
January 25 at the Seiling
Emergency Response Cen-
ter in Seiling, Okla. Funeral
services were held January
26 at the Redinger Funeral
Home Chapel, followed by
an interment the Cantonment
Cemetery under the direction
of Redinger Funeral Home.

Georgia (Rossiter) Lynch

Our Dbeloved mother,
Georgia (Rossiter) Lynch, of
Bosque, N.M., passed away
peacefully on Jan. 11, 2026,
at the age of 92. She was a
force of nature, a source of
endless laughter, and the
heart of our family.

Born June 12, 1933, she
was raised in Dalhart, Texas.
Georgia was a free spirit, and
natural-born artist. She found
joy in the simple things, a
good Stephen King book,
a quiet afternoon with her
loving husband, Temple, in
the barn with their horses, or
watching her children, grand-
children and great grand-
children compete in their
many sports and activities.
She was a dedicated horse
lover, enjoyed researching

her Cheyenne heritage, and
lobbying for political issues
she strongly believed in. Her
home was always filled with
the warmth of her kindness
and the sound of children
running amuck.

She will be profoundly
missed by her children, Tony
Lynch (Terri), Rhonda Law
(Bruce) and Patrick Lynch
(Barbie); her granddaugh-
ter, Tarla Hill (Lincoln); her
great grandchildren, Mi-
chelle, Madison, Makenzie,
Lincoln, Lilyana, and Nicho-
las, her great great-grandson,
Liam; her sister, Mary Faye
Malone, and a wide circle of
family and friends who loved
her dearly.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, George and

Lucille Rossiter; her sisters,
Lola Maier, Josephine Buck-
master, and Wanda Bleiker;
her husband, Temple Lynch
and her grandson Justin Law.

Funeral services were
held January 24 at the Noblin
Funeral Service Belen Chap-
el in Belen, N.M.
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By Latoya Lonelodge, Senior Reporter

Edward Roman Nose, Lawrence High School

Knowing first hand what it means to have bad days and
good days on the basketball court, Edward Roman Nose, 18,
takes no days off in his senior year of high school basketball
season.

Standing 6°3 tall, Roman Nose plays as a point guard and
shooting guard for Lawrence High School in Lawrence, Kan-
sas.

Born in Watonga, Okla., and raised in Lawrence, Roman
Nose had always grew up around the sport of basketball from
watching Kevin Durant play on the big screen to watching his
dad play at open gym.

“As a kid I always seen KD on the Thunder, used to have
his jersey and watch him and then my dad played at Haskell
so I always used to see him play,” Roman Nose said.

And from watching and replicating his own style on the
basketball court, what Roman Nose enjoys the most in play-
ing basketball is how the sport has shaped him into a better
person.

“How it shapes you I think, mentally from playing basket-

ball it’s making me a better person it makes me strong men-
tally,” Roman Nose said.

Roman Nose’s biggest motivation for continuing to play
the sport he’s grown to love is playing at the next level.

“To play collegiate basketball, just the fact my family on
my dad’s side has always played college basketball and just
want to follow their steps,” Roman Nose said.

In his senior year, what Roman Nose looked forward to
the most in his last season in high school basketball was per-
forming at his level.

“Having a standard set and just finishing it, finishing the
season out strong and coming off my best senior year in high
school,” Roman Nose said.

Roman Nose’s goals for the season include averaging 18
points a game and four steals and assists per game.

“Time went fast but I’'m also very grateful for it,”
Nose said looking back over his high school career.

Academically, Roman Nose has an estimated 3.5 GPA
and thanks his older sister, Emma Roman Nose for setting a
positive example for him to follow when juggling sports and
academics.

“Growing up around my sister she always was really good
in school and had sports so I managed it because of her, just
looking at her, she helped me a lot and still does,” Roman
Nose said.

Throughout the years playing basketball, Roman Nose felt
he’s grown the most on the court since his freshman year, as
he didn’t expect to take basketball very seriously.

“I just didn’t expect to take this type of journey,” Roman
Nose said.

And with basketball leading him into his final year of play-
ing his high school season, Roman Nose prioritizes being in
the gym or weight room.

“I’m in the weight room Monday, Wednesday, Friday, we
have practice Monday through Saturday and I wake up and
go to the gym in the morning or after school twice a week and
over the weekend I workout by myself,” Roman Nose said.

What Roman Nose hoped to improve on the most this sea-
son is his three-pointer and believes the best way to improve
his game is staying consistent in the gym.

Having a good mindset and not giving up is what has be-
come important to Roman Nose in his basketball journey.

“To have a really mental strong mentality when you’re
playing basketball because it can affect you very easily just
from the slightest things and then not giving up, you join the

Roman

Tsistsistas & Hinonoei

team, you’re playing you just
can’t do that to your team, it’s
everybody instead of your-
self,” Roman Nose said.
What  basketball  has
taught Roman Nose the most
throughout his journey is that
there will be good and bad
days.
“You’re going to have a
really good day and you’re
going to have a really bad
day but you just got to keep
on going no matter the day,”
Roman Nose said.
Roman Nose hopes to be
remembered as the person
who set the tone for games,
who always tried and always
competed on the court.
“Playing makes me feel
good, it’s always been my
life, it’s always been a routine
and just thankful to have basketball,” Roman Nose said.
After graduation in the spring, Roman Nose plans to at-
tend college and continue playing basketball, as he already
has two college offers to play collegiate basketball.
Edward’s parents are Milan Roman Nose and Christie
Cooke, and his sister is Emma Roman Nose.
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