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(1898.2.28 - 1993.4.4)

FIKE

YU Cheng-Yao

1898

1899

1909

1910

1911

1915

1917

RERNK » BWE ; B 245 > EREEEKERFLBRANE > % 52 »F KF » LB
55 2% HHT%E 8

Born Yu Shun (courtesy name Cheng-Yao) in Banneicuo, Yangshang Township, Yongchun
County, Fujian Province, in the twenty-fourth year of the Guangxu reign. His father was Yu
Youlai and his mother was née Zheng. The youngest of eight children, he had five elder

brothers and two elder sisters.

S5

His mother died.

kit (5(19104F) - HESHES
His father died (possibly in 1910), and he was raised by his grandmother.

ERH—AEXESE > PEST « RTHEMT
Apprenticed to a carpenter in his hometown, learning decorative painting, lacquering, and

woodcarving.

HPEES 0 AFLNE

Determined to pursue an education, he enrolled at Yangshang Primary School.

EARERIDKE T ZHEmHE

Enrolled at Fujian Provincial No. 12 Middle School in Yongchun.

KEWNTL > MARSERTY > B8
Left his studies to enlist, joining campaigns against regional warlords and distinguishing

himself in combat.
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SAERR

Returned home in triumph.

RYE > BMERLERE
Married Zheng Zhi.

REMEERRE FRNKEE BB REEFISRIER
With the support of fellow townsman Lee Choon Seng, a prominent leader of Singapore’ s

Chinese community, lived for a time on Gulangyu Island, Xiamen.

B 5 1REMREET A4S > W —RIZRE2EHEE > AHI4ER
Became acquainted with Takino, a Japanese lawyer, and travelled with him to Taiwan, where

he studied Japanese for four months.

RERZR » RFEEER > REBAARYKELEERR2—F > HHEMUEREXERINGE » #1556
With Lee Choon Seng’ s sponsorship, travelled to Japan and studied economics at Waseda

University for one year. During this period, he earned fees from writing to support his family.

BABXRRREFELESRS ZHRE » EBREEEHM
Transferred to the infantry program at the Imperial Japanese Army Academy in Tokyo,

specializing in military tactics.

BARHNEESHTEHARIER B TREREEETENET
Learned by chance that Nanguan music was highly regarded in Japan, an experience that

inspired his lifelong commitment to its preservation and promotion.

AARRREELTESRD &8 20 BARE
Graduated as a member of the 20th class of the infantry program at the Imperial Japanese

Army Academy.

REESENEHER  BEPREBWNHE » *EFHEFITHE
Upon returning to China, was appointed a lieutenant colonel and instructor in tactics at

Whampoa Military Academy, where he trained military cadets.

RERBALEREMSRIE

His eldest son, Yu Boxiang, was born on Gulangyu Island, Xiamen.
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BAEE LR - FHMEEEN AR EEE » #EER
Promoted to colonel and appointed commander of the newly established Training Regiment of
the 49th Division.

BEE -+ EEFIGRAER - MIERRE > EFFHIREERHE
Appointed commander of the Officer Training Corps newly established by the 49th Division,

with responsibility for training officers.

HEHABERRISEE

Appointed interim commander of the Western Fujian Theater of Operations.

RURBXHERKE

His eldest daughter, Yu Shuwen, was born in Yongchun.

BAEEMR > BFRKEEEEHESHER

Promoted to major general and appointed chief of staff of the Fujian Provincial Defense Forces.

REFMXHERKE

His second daughter, Yu Xiangwen, was born in Yongchun.

FRRBBREMRRIERD » MEEERMFE+NBREETEEEMNEDN TFRLE
Played a key role in persuading Brigade Commander Weng Zhaoyuan to defect to the
Nationalist side, contributing to the suppression of the Fujian Rebellion launched in

Zhangzhou by the 19th Route Army under Cai Tingkai.

FREERTHERRKNEETS
By order of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, appointed commander of the

Xinghua-Quanzhou-Yongchun Punitive Expeditionary Army.

ZRREXHERXE

His third daughter, Yu Qiwen, was born in Yongchun.

RERBBHERKXE

His second son, Yu Bohong, was born in Yongchun.
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P RBFRE - FRKRFE « TEMEIR > EREMHLC
Following the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War, assigned to inspect forces in the

Beiping-Tianjin and Beiping-Hankou regions and review military discipline and conduct.

FRAEEREEEE IE=BEFEMLRRES
Appointed a member of the Military Affairs Commission and special inspector for military

discipline and conduct in the Third War Area.

REFEEEERLC > BEF ~ BER #5301 iIEE
Inspected military discipline across the southwestern theater, travelling through Guangxi,

Guangdong, Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi, and Zhejiang.

R EERA 5 B~ Bl - 28 &8« KhHEE
Continued inspections across the southwestern theater, travelling through Shaanxi, Gansu,

Ningxia, Suiyuan, and Mongolia.

BEREKT > FREESRIBKEBETEAERE
Following a major defeat at Luoyang, dispatched by Chiang Kai-shek to Tongguan to oversee

military operations.

BEFEERR

Promoted to lieutenant general.

MEHE > UBRESE2ERTH2EBARRE
Following victory in the War of Resistance against Japan, retired from military service with
approval while serving as a lieutenant general and councilor of the Military Advisory Council of

the National Government.

BEBRE (EaEE) (31945F)
Completed an independent reading of the Zizhi Tongjian (Comprehensive Mirror in Aid of

Governance), possibly in 1945,
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RS EERAT > BESEMER > EREM - SEEMMKZMAE
Returned to his hometown and operated a transport company before entering the Chinese

medicinal herb trade, travelling regularly between Xiamen, Taiwan, and Singapore.

REHR

Travelled to Taiwan to visit friends.

HEBRBTES > RERFRHERAZHEE - tERESIL » KEEMER > WEE -« (FEFEE
When the Nationalist government relocated to Taiwan, he was unable to bring his family over
in time. Thereafter, he lived alone in Taipei, running a Chinese medicinal herb business and

devoting his leisure to reading and poetry.

AEIKERMEMIL HLEE)

Established an Ancient Music Group within the Taipei Yongchun Association.

Ry 0 BEREEE - BhX 155 BFENRELE
Withdrew from business and led a reclusive life devoted to the study and appreciation of

Nanguan, classical Chinese literature, poetry, and calligraphy.

EREE—RE (31955 F)
Made his first attempt at painting (possibly in 1955).

6 B > E=IREEE > FETH  SEERHEER TAERG « AEm3a) » B2 ERER
In June, exhibited paintings in Taipei; the scale of the exhibition is unknown. Huang Chun-Pi
described his style as “innocent and unworldly, meticulous yet understated,” and the two

exchanged works.

REEMEBRFEEERERRAETTHELRTEEERFAREN » LHRARETFERFNRE
Art historian Chu-Tsing Li, then based in the United States, first encountered YU’ s paintings at
the Taipei home of musician Liang Tsai-Ping; Liang later accompanied him on a visittoYu’ s

residence.
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EFEZEEST (Thomas Lawton) Z& - IREF@SMEEER MHELKEER BE
ZERSAREHPESGEE) » KEBEWHBLH > EXRESMNKEELE 2 F - ARZEERET
T8 REE - 2B - HEEES > H6A - RAZRHI0HERBE > ER 4 H¥E - 6 K
=

At the invitation of Chu-Tsing Li and Thomas Lawton, participated in the travelling group
exhibition The New Chinese Landscape: Six Contemporary Chinese Artistsin the United States.
Supported by the JDR 3rd Fund and circulated by the American Federation of Arts, the
exhibition toured nationally for two years. The participating artists were C. C. Wang, Chen
Chi-Kwan, Liu Kuo-Sung, Chuang Che, Fong Chung-Ray, and Yu. Yu contributed ten works: four

in colour and ink and six in ink.

1 B E SRR TS OSIRR (RN SR —3 - BRI (BEE) B
Published “Ancient Music of Quanzhou,” presenting his research on the history and theory

of Nanguan, in the monthly journal Fujian Wenxian (Fujian Documents).

FESEEBREMEERES MMEEENHAME) - RIEERASENETN > BHEGRER
AEEAHIOAN BEIE2F

Chu-Tsing Li curated New Directions in Chinese Painting: An Exhibition of Nine Contemporary
Chinese Artists for the University of Kansas Museum of Art (now the Spencer Museum of Art);

the exhibition toured for two years.

128258 » 2EFXRERIFE - RFH—174 AZIBRALESRES - EEEHE (WKLE
B > EFBESRT—M4/\FLLK

On December 25, Liang Tsai-Ping and his wife, C. C. Wang, and Wu Zidan visited Yu at
Yangmingshan. Yu showed them a Four-Panel Landscape Screen, and Wang immediately

commissioned an eight-panel landscape screen.

BR (MPAEEBAZRRE/NG) » &8t (EEXER) 4561~ 3 488 - wE=ICRAERAME ML
TehEER BT L

Published “Short Epistolary Writings by Eminent Fujian Figures of the Late Ming” in Fujian

Wenxian, vol. 4, nos. 1, 3, and 4. Also founded the Chinese Nanguan Research Society within

the Taipei Southern Fujian Association.
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FESHEREMEMEERERE  NBA PRESENHMARI - TFHEERASEMET N
BRHEREASR > BEREAZEZFHIIA > BRE2FZA

Chu-Tsing Li organized a second exhibition under the title New Directions in Chinese Painting,
again presented by the University of Kansas Museum of Art. Featuring eleven artists from

Taiwan and Hong Kong, including Yu, it toured for another two years.

2 A 12 BiFE&RsER (WKNERY - BR®ER (LKmER)Y —HEHE > BEFBIE
Completed Eight-Panel Landscape Screen late on February 12. Several days later, he sold it

together with Four-Panel Landscape Screento C. C. Wang.

BREBAFINE (FETEME) 1 (PELT) 3548 (BEEF (AEZE (B8 WHER
%) ~ (AEERLER - (RMEE - (REEFR) =& (KE=EAR) —5F - 58
B (XER) Ma - (EmAE BFEXR ) ~ (FRUFEHRIN) ~ (B8 - (BEH
F) ~ (O+Z15E - shhg4RaE) FEIF - w2 A > WEFZRIIENRFE )

Published the introductory essay “Questions and Answers on Nanguan Music” in Chinese
Music Journal, vol. 3, no. 4. His other writings include “A Study of the Origins of Wuyin
Xianguan (Nanguan),”  “Southern Min and Ancient Chinese Phonology,” “Quanzhou
Southern Drama,” Draft Poems from the Chenghua Studio (3 vols.), and Draft Ci Lyrics from
the Chenghua Studio (1 vol.). He also left a number of plays and theoretical writings, including
the zaju play Yutangchun, Koxinga (Burning the Scholar’ s Robe), Li Yaxian: Poetry and Wine at
Qujiang Pond, The Lute, Xuemei Instructs Her Son, and Forty-Two Zhi Suites: A Compendium

of Qupai Texts. Precise dates for these works are unknown.

AR ESER OB B AR IE SRR B FEIHER
In March, received a letter from Gene Loh I-Cheng, director of the Chinese Cultural Center in

New York, inviting him to hold a solo exhibition.

AR EXEROBRINEIMEE - BB 9 HEERHA3 A
Presented an overseas solo exhibition at the Chinese Cultural Center in New York, opening

September 9 and continuing for three weeks.
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EAREMHANE 0 REIEEMEBNEEESERELEZME > ZRETHIERTH » BINREHRS
RY
Met Chen Mei-O, whom he mentored in the theory and history of Nanguan and instructed in its

musical system and historiography. He later accepted her as his sworn daughter.

FFERSFPHERE > /R ~ AIEE - RER - TEBEARRTETWE - EREEEFFEFS
During C. C. Wang’ s visit to Taiwan for a solo exhibition, Joan Stanley-Baker, Ho Huai-Shuo,

Chen Chi-Kwan, and Wang visited Yu at his residence, accompanied by Liang Tsai-Ping.

RIECEKBIFREGMIL DEELER) - HEERTEER
Encouraged Chen Mei-O to establish the Han-Tang Yuefu Music Ensemble to promote and

research Nanguan music.

B2 EERESHER BE > iR - ZERS
Invited to participate in New Currents in Traditional Chinese Painting, shown in France and the

United States.

B ERERNEBLHEESRITERE

In spring, the Han-Tang Yuefu Music Ensemble was invited to perform in the United States.

2 AE 8 A » REEE2M RAPELKE] BE > REBNERZMNANANEY
From February to August, participated in Modern Chinese Landscape Painting, shown in

Colorado and New York.

5 B5% (Free China Review (BHFE:FT:#) ) HEBNEEX (REAZENAEHER) - FAAM
(EAME) AITSE > NIBERR (AT#HNESR) (BREAEMNLILE) B #FNARKEF

The May issue of Free China Review published Joan Stanley-Baker’ sessay “ ‘Old Mr.Yu’ :

Talent & Vision.” The inaugural issue of Contemporary Monthly, published the same month,

featured Shih Shou-Chien’ sessay “Visions of Iron Armour and Stone Teeth,” written under

the pen name Dong Sibai and devoted to Yu' s paintings.
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10 B > RigMEmEPHMER - LHIREM - BREXBH EELNERRE %
In October, held a solo exhibition at Hsiung Shih Gallery, accompanied by a catalogue; the

Han-Tang Yuefu Music Ensemble performed Nanguan at the opening.

10 B > E@miXXERORT THEGERSARBRTIHRWER) » BRBH4REKEENEES
Emm

In October, the Tainan Municipal Cultural Center presented Grand Exhibition of Ancient
Chinese Musical Instruments and the Liang Tsai-Ping Collection, including four works of

calligraphy and painting by Yu.

11 A5 (R BTN FEERERTINHES

The November issue of Hsiung Shih Art Monthly devoted a special feature to his art.

mEBRREGERE (RIBEE) @ FRRREEEZH
The Government Information Office requested the loan of Ten Thousand Miles of the Yangtze

Riverfor filming as part of an international publicity project.

EEENERREEAAREER

Appointed honorary president for life of the Han-Tang Yuefu Music Ensemble.

3R BASIHEMER NEFERN) HELMEGERARGE
In March, moved into the Han-Tang Yuefu premises on Keelung Road in Taipei to live with his

sworn daughter Chen Mei-O.

3 A% (MaxX2) HEFn (A —X @ N REFEREFREAERANENT R
The March issue of Unitas published Li YU’ sessay “TheLamp,” discussingYu’ sworkin

relation to that of his contemporaries.

7R > 2MBABMEMGREN TEAKEER) » EEIHIAASAEEL  BREY (RIEBE
&)

In July, participated in Contemporary Ink Painting Exhibition, organized by Hsiung Shih Art
Books and held at the Shin Kong Life Building in Taipei; Ten Thousand Miles of the Yangtze

Riverwas exhibited for the first time.
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98 REMEMBNMER - WHEEEXLTER
In September, held a solo exhibition at Hsiung Shih Gallery, accompanied by a performance by

the Han-Tang Yuefu Music Ensemble.

10 A5k (dm) BRIUERHEFE - ERAEX > sHIRKSEEF
The October issue of Hsiung Shih Art Monthly published essays by Li Yu and Shih Shou-Chien,

writing under the pen name Dong Sibai, assessing Yu’ s paintings.

10 B > REBAGERIMER » HXXEM (The Art of Yu Chengyao) - {Magic Mountains: The
Art of Yu Chengyao) [EIRFHAR » RECHREEBER

In October, held a solo exhibition at Hong Kong City Hall. The English-language catalogues The
Art of Yu Cheng-Yao and Magic Mountains: The Art of Yu Cheng-Yao were published

concurrently; Yu travelled to Hong Kong for the opening.

12 B AfRKIEEEE TS  BHASHBEERTLE TRIE2MHEE)
In December, received the Ministry of Education’ s Heritage Award in the Traditional Music

category for his research and promotion of Nanguan.

18 wWMEELR (REENHER) EE
In January, Hsiung Shih Art Books published the monograph The World of Yu Cheng-Yao.

Bl EEEYEER 12 A 10 BE 31 HE# IREAZEATEERE]
The National Museum of History presented Yu Cheng-Yao at Ninety: A Retrospective, December

10-31.

SICEHE R 12 B 10 HE 25 HEM TREAELIFER > HENESEELTHRIER (TEHES
—REZNTORERE) LSEMET

Hanart Gallery, Taipei, presented Recent Works by Yu Cheng-Yao, December 10-25. Art
historian Shih Shou-Chien edited the commemorative catalogue Majestic Mountains: Yu

Cheng-Yao at Ninety.
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10 A 31 HERPERBEXCEEEESGRESGS
On October 31, appointed an honorary member of the ROC Cultural Heritage Preservation

Society.

(KEMES) EET 7 B 8 BUREATE » LHE (B2MR - BIFHE—FRAZLKE
FEimfEE)
The July and August issues of Tatung Monthly featured Yu’ s paintings on their covers and
published the article “A Self-Taught Master and Model of Innovation: The Legendary

Landscapes of Yu Cheng-Yao.”

REIEFT ~ XEER

Returned to Xiamen and Yongchun for a family visit.

RARFRABRER > REEFIEEHBEREE
Accompanied by his second son, Yu Bohong, returned to Xiamen, where he lived for several

months before returning to Taiwan.

I

128 % NEBRNMERERMASE) EEESRNEERE > DHINENMEMmESIOERE
EWEEERE

In December, held charity exhibitions and sales of his calligraphy at Hsiung Shih Gallery and
Hanart Gallery, Taipei, to raise funds for the Han-Tang Yuefu Society for the Study of Nanguan

Music and Liyuan Opera.

BREBEMECHNEZRER » ZERE BRENBEZRALHE
Returned to Xiamen and settled at Lingzhi House in Meiren New Village, where he spent his
final years and was widely esteemed by scholars and members of the arts and cultural

community.

KERE LR KAEEEER - KENE - RBERR
The restored Yu ancestral hall in Yangshang Township, Yongchun County, was completed. Yu

returned to his hometown to pay homage to his ancestors and fulfill a long-held vow.
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SR 3 B 25 HE 4 B 12 B8 TRESE  BKRES RS RE,
Hsiung Shih Gallery presented Two Venerable Masters: Yu Cheng-Yao and Yen Shui-long, March
25-April 12.

WILBRE2ENE  BRRE TREAZEZEEHMR) EE > 12 AEPIEREHRBELRR > AK
NEEKA » WM ERE > KLBERABERET

Hubei Television filmed Yu extensively for a proposed feature, The World of Yu Cheng-Yao’ s
Calligraphy and Painting. In December, Xiamen Television filmed a documentary at his home.
Late that month, he suffered a fall and a minor vascular embolism, but recovered satisfactorily

under medical care.

3B 27T BEHER > 4 B 4 HER 5 B 15 SRS el - U5 mle Tt ERT - 13 Hil
BIREXBRF LML

On March 27, gradually lapsed into a coma. He died peacefully in his sleep at 5:15 a.m. on April
4 in Xiamen, aged 95. On April 13, his ashes were returned to Yangshang Township, Yongchun

County, for burial.

(HEBISEAMT) 7 BSRRUE (REFLSHRE)

The July issue of Hsiung Shih Art Monthly featured a major commemorative section devoted to

Yu Cheng-Yao.

ERERN 7T A 31 HE 8 B 8 HEM TRARLETREI
Hsiung Shih Gallery presented Yu Cheng-Yao Memorial Exhibition, July 31-August 8.

e EEZER 10 A 16 BE 31 B8 £ ENEE—REAE - RERFRMEE]
Metaphysical Art Gallery presented A Revelation in Art History: Works by Yu Cheng-Yao and
Chen Chi-Kwan, October 16-31.

EELEFEXERFERN 4B 2HESA 1 BE N TRAZEWERE
Han-Tang Yuefu and Jia Art Gallery concurrently presented Yu Cheng-Yao Collection Exhibition,

April 2-May 1.
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10 B » RkBXHORE NUKES - RESE

In October, Tamsui Arts and Cultural Center organized its anniversary special exhibition

DEFERE) REM

Resonances of Landscape: Yu Cheng-Yao, accompanied by a catalogue.

MEFREROSIEEmEIR 5 B 12 HE 6 A 23 BRI e 1Ik—FREZEZER)
The Taipei Gallery at the Chinese Information and Culture Center (Republic of China) in New

York presented Yu Cheng-Yao: The Musical Landscape, May 12-June 23.

XEMN 48 7THE30 BRI TREAENNERESLCTR]
Jia Art Gallery presented Yu Cheng-Yao: A Memorial Exhibition of Calligraphy and Painting

Commemorating the Ninety-Ninth Anniversary of His Birth, April 7-30.

FEEER FEIbdt 8 TREREESR
The Taipei Cultural Center in Paris presented Calligraphy and Paintings by Yu Cheng-Yao.

EMEE SR (BRL - 718 - REFE)
Hsiung Shih Art Books published The Recluse and His Innate Genius: Yu Cheng-Yao.

38 EREIENERN TRAZERLCER > THRERE
In March, the Taiwan Museum of Art (now the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts) presented

Yu Cheng-Yao Centenary Retrospective and published an accompanying catalogue.

Sfif K bRt AR (FRIARAKBERR—FRERE)

Artist Magazine published Modern and Contemporary Ink Painting in Taiwan: Yu Cheng-Yao.

12820H%E2014%2 A 23 B > FIUEEBYESN TREZR—REKE TR - BEEEE
Rl o HhiREEFEmE

From December 20, 2013, to February 23, 2014, the National Museum of History presented
Three Masters of Art: Calligraphy and Ink Paintings by Yu Cheng-Yao, Shen Yao-Chu, and Cheng

Shan-Hsi, accompanied by a catalogue.



2015

2025

N

1989

1995

1999

2002

2003

[==)
It

Z N

hlE

4A9HETHA19R BuERIEMERN ELEEE—REEEER) » HtRBIERBER
> WinkRESFmE

From April 9 to July 19, the National Museum of History presented A Heart-warming Glance:
Calligraphy and Paintings by Yu Cheng-Yao, featuring more than 100 works and accompanied

by a catalogue.

HEEEREM HEES — REAZEME
YIYUN ART presented Graceful Peaks Rise: The Art of Yu Cheng-Yao.

& Permanent Public Collections

(LEZRRIE) > EIETHILEAME > 236> EE

Precipitous Mountains, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan

EEFERIT) > SEHIEME > S =8

Wei Wu Emperor Short Song, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

(RERAZEELSETER) > BUREEYR > =16 =4

Seven-character Truncated Verse in Cursive Script, National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan

(BFIEMZIERER) > BIUIZEEME > 2 =&
The Sword-like Summit Snap and Disperse the Cloud, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts,

Taichung, Taiwan

GEUD - HEETAREMEE - HEdN > ZE

A Song in the Clear River, Spencer Museum of Art - The University of Kansas, Kansas, USA

(lizk#zmg) - EERTASSEAMEE - HEdTM > K&

Horizontal Landscape, Spencer Museum of Art - The University of Kansas, Kansas, USA

CRATHY > EISTERETE > Eoh > 208

A Red Tree in the Green Mountains, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan

CLEHSTE) - B SR - o 5

Plum Flowers along the Bank, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan
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2005

2013

2016

2021

2021

(Luzk) > PR REASEMIEE - MRFESEZN » X

Landscape, Harvard Art Museums, Massachusetts, USA

(EBFR - IGHREBEMEE > FMEEEMN > K&

Deep Ravine, Rushing Torrent, Harvard Art Museums, Massachusetts, USA

CRIZKRR) » W ARBENEE » MEZEEMN > EE
Flying Waterfall, Harvard Art Museums, Massachusetts, USA

Wokz—) » EIEEEiE - B 59

Landscape I, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan

Wkz=) - B EEEiE - B> 54

Landscape Il, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan
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