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2 Jun 8.00am Breakfast meeting, View Cafe Hinze Dam. 

         Followed by a ride of 250k approx. 
 

14 Jun 12 noon Ladies Who Lunch - Fish Bowl– The Kitchens, Robina Town Centre 
 

19 Jun 8.00am  Club Ride See Facebook for ride details 
 

7 July 8.00am Breakfast meeting, View Cafe Hinze Dam. 

         Followed by a ride of 250k approx. 
 

21 July 8.00am  Club Ride See Facebook for ride details 

 

27 July 8.00am Christmas in July - Café Metz Canungra finishing at Tranquil Park      

          Maleny. See Facebook for additional details 
 

4 Aug 8.00am Breakfast meeting, View Cafe Hinze Dam. 

         Followed by a ride of 250k approx. 
 

18 Aug 8.00am  Club Ride See Facebook for ride details 
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 The Month of May is closing fast and it’s been a busy time with family for 
me.  

I did manage to get away to the Ruptured Budgie Rally and enjoyed the ride 
and events. A couple of riders managed to go off road unintentionally and 
destroyed their bikes in the process. Forty ks out from Tenterfield I came 
across Graham walking around his bike in a ditch at a 45 k bend. He had   
also taken out a steel arrow support post, so very lucky to avoid injury.  

We managed to put his bike together enough to make it to Tenterfield.    
Grahams ride ended there and a tow truck organised.  

I am attending a service day at Jimboomba this Saturday- weather           
permitting. I hope to see everyone for breakfast on Sunday at Hinze Dam 

 

Stay safe 

Steve Bryant # 318 
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Service Day 
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Christmas in July 

 

Saturday 27th July 

Tranquil Park, Maleny 

Leaving 8am from Café Metz 

Canungra 

 

 

Contact Tranquil Park direct on 07 5494 

2544  to book a room at the special rate. See 

Facebook Event for Full pricing details. 
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I am only writing this as tradition dictates that we have an “Editors Report”, trouble is I 
have nothing to report from the last month as I have not been able to attend any of the 
club rides, although as usual they looked great on the various feeds that I could moni-
tor. 
 
If I can take credit for doing anything within the club, it will be the upcoming Christmas 
in July event up in Malaney. Its shaping up as something that the real Santa would 
want to wake up for, except he is busy at the North Pole making sure the elves aren’t 
slacking off. 
 
For those that like to do things “last minute” , time is quickly closing to secure a room. 
As I write this, we have 21 attending and the males are being outnumbered by the       
females which is a great sign and can only bode well for the vitality of the club. 
 
I continue to cram a months work into 2 weeks so I can fit in an upcoming GS Tour 
starting in Orange May 2nd. Out to Camerons Corner and back a different route, may 
get a tad chilly, but fortunately this one does not involve camping, just the best            
accommodation they can find in out of the way places, so not expecting it to offer the 
thread count in the sheets as the recent Safari did. 
 
Kirsty is making sure that I understand that she wants to do another GS Safari as she 
gets seat time in on the 1200. She looks really solid when its moving, but I can see 
even with the lowered seat etc, she is going to have to learn every trick in the book to 
be confident in all starting conditions, hence she is off to Off Road training on the     
Rhino in hilly Kenilworth late June. I plan to make sure only the short instructors teach 
her as they have obviously mastered the same problem…..the refrain “eyes up” only 
covers so many situations. 
 
I will be away for the club meeting, but look forward to catching up for one of Gordon’s 
rides 3rd week. As always stay safe and shiny side up. 
 

 

Ken 
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BMW GS SAFARI 
Blue Mountains to Sanctuary Cove April 2024 

Supplied by Ken Madsen 

The natural rhythm of the calendar is once again in steady motion, late April, early 
May is the usual time for the BMW GS Safari and this time my daughter, Kirsty, came 
along. This was her first time on a multiday ride and I could tell as the event ap-
proached she was excited, but also a bit apprehensive about what was about to oc-
cur. All up 220 customers on bikes and a further 41 in support roles or riding through 
the pack during the day. 

 

Everyone made her feel very included and 
of course meeting Keri-Anne from Tasmania 
over an espresso martini or two didn’t hurt. 
She also found the quality of accommoda-
tion very much to her liking.  

 

 

 

The view from the dining area on 
the morning of the start  
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This year we formed a little group of riders, Carol (from Gympie), brothers Olivier and 
Pierre (from  NSW) and two from England although they also live in Spain, Ian and 
Richard (not in the photo) and we pretty much rode together most of the time. Seeing 
the country through the eyes of overseas visitors was a reminder of how fortunate we 
are to be able to ride in magnificent surroundings and also on parts of history. The first 
days ride north of Wisemans Ferry was of course an early settlers route hand made by 
convicts. Every day was a different feel, but the dirt sections through the scrub were so 
different to what Ian and Richard are used to, explains why they travelled so far to just 
do the Safari and then headed back home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a back story to this photo of a late 
night Gelato, but what happens on Safari 
stays on Safari, suffice to say it involves us 
emptying a Chinese restaurant out of patrons 
as we started to sing songs, so we decided we 
had enough food and should head home, but 
there is always room for desert 
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Some days were dusty and full 
of gravel, other days we were 
desperately looking for trac-
tion as the previous rain made 
the red clay sections more like 
riding over ball bearings on an 
ice rink.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kirsty got to experience what 
its like to want to go straight 
but the front wheel of the bike 
has other ideas and decides to 
have a nap. Apparently my 
share of the bike is the part of 
the bike that needs to be re-
paired  

 

 

 

 

 

Almost back into Queensland 
and that week has gone fast. 
Our last night was at the Inter-
continental Hotel at Sanctuary 
Cove, if we had known John 
Eacott’s address we could 
have gone past and said hi. I 
am sure his neighbours would 
have loved it.  
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And that’s what 261 very happy people look like after a great Safari, some lucky bugger 
won the R1300 GS, but wasn’t me so I won’t talk anymore about that. You may notice 
Adrian and Cherie were able to smuggle themselves in, they are front table right hand 
side, they stayed for two nights so that we could discuss club ride ideas over a very 
nice lunch at Georges Sanctuary Cove  
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And that’s what a tired but accomplished support crew looks like. Many have become 
regulars and slotting back into a Safari just feels like coming home to family.  

 

All up 3431km from Oxley to the start and then back from Sanctuary Cove. Kirsty and I 
were one of the few Father/ Daughter combos that they have had on Safari and her age 
of 23 (plus some of the other younger ones) helped lower the average age to 55 years 
old. Once home, the bike got a quick wash to remove the worst of the dirt, but it heads 
south to Orange at the end of May to start the Orange to Camerons Corner and back to 
Orange GS Tour, so no sense getting to fussy about the dirt. Hoping the conditions 
have dried up as I believe there is not much bitumen in this ride although we will be 
coming back via Hillston (near Hay) so may even get close to Condobolin, early June 
out there, may take some thermals just in case  
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BMW Presents the BMW R20 concept 
 
On 25th May In front of the picturesque background of Villa d-Este at Lake 
Como, Italy, BMW Motorrad unveiled its latest design masterpiece - the 
BMW R20 concept, the legendary air-cooled Big Boxer engine with a dis-
placement of 2,000 cc.  
 
The chassis has been completely redeveloped with a double-loop main 
frame made of chrome-molybdenum steel tubes which forms the back-
bone. 
The back wheel at 17x6.25 inches is mounted with a 200/55 tyre and the 
front 17" spoke wheel has a tyre dimension of 120/70. 
 The BMW R20 concept takes the Big Boxer to a new level. 
 
[The Villa d-Este is famous for its elegance and historical significance for 
extraordinary vehicles]. 
 
In 2023 the BMW Group  sold over 2.55 million passenger vehicles and 
more than 209,000 motorcycles worldwide. 
 
BMW Motorrad USA announces BMW Motorrad Days Americas 2024. 
 
The host will be the Barber Village Festival at the Barber Motorsports Park 
on 11-13 October. 
 
 BMWMOCGC Newsletters - Members can look up previous electronic 
Club Newsletters from February 2016 onwards at the State Library site at: 
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3079126033 
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CLUB NAME BADGES 
Available to all financial members. They will be available for collection from 
the VP  at each Club Breakfast Meeting at the View Cafe, Hinze Dam on the 
1st Sunday of each month from 8am. 
 
EVENTS/RALLIES: 
 
7-10th June - 55th Alpine Rally at Yarrangobilly Camp ground, Snowy Moun-
tains Highway 
 
27th July - Christmas in July at Tranquil Park, Maleny leaving 8am from Cafe 
Metz, Canungra organised by Ken Madsen - 0417 100 850 
ken@madsenproperty.com.au 
Booking: 07 5494 254 
 
3/4th  August - Border Run  SA/WA Border Village, S.A. 
 
10th August -  Espresso Twenty5 presents: 
Caffeine, Banter & Bikes  at 1 Boatworks Drive, Coomera, Gold Coast from 
7.00am to 11.00am. 
All bikes & clubs welcome! 
 
10/11 August - Off Centre Rally (OCR), Arkaroola, South Australia.  The 
OCR is in a remote part of Australia with limited support of any kind and is 
for the serious adventure rider. It is not a BMW event. 
For bookings at Arkaroola ph. +61 8  8648 4848 
E: res@arkaroola.com.au 
[ BMWMC Club Members: There will be a group ride leaving Canberra late 
July for the Border Run @ Eucla 3/4 August followed by the OCR]. 
 
31 Aug - 10 Sept -  Postie Bike Challenge  - 
Brisbane to Adelaide, 3,000+km. 
$5,850 includes use of their bike, accom, meals, mechanics, spares, sup-
port vehicles. 
Ph. 0411 090 891  www.postiebikechallenge.org 
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The Way We Were - 
 
Back in the day, in October 1991 the club, then known as BMW Motorcycle 
Owners Club (Brisbane) Inc held the meetings in the evenings on the 1st 
Tuesday of the month. Over time as the club grew and more members were 
joining from the Gold Coast and other areas, it was decided to move to the 
Gem Hotel at Alberton, east of Beenleigh which was more central to all.  
There, we had people come in from as far as Toowoomba, Ipswich, 
Beaudesert, Canungra  Brisbane and also northern NSW. 
 
Eventually with the majority being from the Gold Coast, the move was 
made to the Nerang Bi-Centennial Community Centre at Nerang. 
 On 11th December 2007 we became The BMW Motorcycle Owners Club 
(Gold Coast) Inc. 
 
 Over time with fewer attending, the next move was to a cafe, 'Cucina Mia' 
at Mudgeeraba but as a breakfast meet which proved a popular choice. 
Outgrowing that venue we met at ' Finger Buns'  bakery at Tugun on tables 
set up on the veranda. Unfortunately we had to compete with the noise of 
planes coming in overhead to land. 
 
And since July 2016 we have enjoyed the facilities at 
 the 'View Cafe' Hinze Dam which has proven very successful.  The Council 
are in the process of providing a function room with a bar which will be suit-
able for any future events where we can continue to enjoy Sophie's fine 
foods.                         009 
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Ladies Who Lunch 

Friday 14th June 

12noon 

Fish Bowl , The Kitchens 

Robina Town Centre 

RSVP: Jill  
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The views expressed herein are those of the writer or contributors and 

not necessarily reflect on official Club policy. Contributions should be ad-

dress to the secretary at the email shown on this page. All other corre-

spondence should be addressed to:                     

The Secretary   

14 Longview Court                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Nerang,  QLD 4211                                                                                                

Member of the International Council of BMW Clubs 

Contact Us 
 
President (C) 
Steve Bryant 
E: bryantsteve55@gmail.com 
P: 0411 201 646 
 
Vice President © 
Lyn Dyne 
E: kenlyn5@bigpond.com 
 
Secretary © 
John Vanzino 
Mob: 0414 988 619 
E: secretary@bmwmocgc.org.au 
 
Treasurer © 
Gordon McLister 
E: treasurer@bmwmocgc.org.au 
 
Event Coordinator 
Adrian Headan 
E: acheadon12@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor/ Ride  co-
Ordinator 
Ken Madsen 
Mob: 0417 100 850 
E: ken@madsenproperty.com.au 
 
Club Delegate 
John Eacott 
E: johneacott@me.com 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information about our club 
Click Here: 
BMW Motorcycle Owners Club 
( Gold Coast) INC 

 

Photos Front page courtesy: https://www.visitnsw.com/articles/four-

breathtaking-rainforest-experiences-in-nsw 
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