
stars turned pop girlies (Ariana Grande at Barclays Center; July 12-13, 16, and 18-19, and Hilary Duff at

Madison Square Garden; Aug. 5-6) in addition to trailblazers in Spanish-language pop (Rosalía at M.S.G.;
June 16-17, and Shakira at Barclays Center; July 20-21). The summer goes full bore when one of the rap

goats, Jay-Z, takes over Yankee Stadium ( July 10-12) to celebrate the anniversaries of two home-town
classics—“Reasonable Doubt” and “The Blueprint.”—Sheldon Pearce

Classical Music

Illustration by Nicholas Stevenson

Summer Festivals, Beautiful America

ADVERT I SEMENT

5/22/26, 5:19 PM Summer Culture Preview | The New Yorker

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/goings-on/summer-culture-preview-2026?_sp=99d762bb-16dc-4599-937c-2c5961e85ebe.1779463111883#classical-music 14/19

https://www.barclayscenter.com/events/detail/ariana-grande-2026
https://www.msg.com/events-tickets/hilary-duff-la-roux-jade-lemac-madison-square-garden-august-2026/3B00644B95D7366C
https://www.msg.com/events-tickets/rosala-madison-square-garden-june-2026/3B00636EFA11748C
https://www.barclayscenter.com/events/detail/shakira-2026
https://www.mlb.com/yankees/press-release/yankee-stadium-to-host-jay-z-on-july-10-11-2026?t=yankees-press-releases
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=PCus_7jf6soXfrBx-mid4IH8VU8M_okMiItw_KrG2AKZSIRqpvnPIpve95XmhoeYG8OUEX0K5nKVpjuy7P0gik43G-VrOGbkjWsDK9iMBm7r1dPtiDosiHFvXPw-qv0P5Or7uVS3rtA8YY1mdIK9w_8K8xl5fgeIsagT22Javd0rvyMfYK1O5aJGPw1olBfnlxdqFTJnI-d2z9SgRG59yf8FA9WD_b4gywy3LHyY_Jd-7vmQfXJ-rzoeWPTJm8k81E4pm1jWfYFRe3iKFD9IsLEvm54X37DmAx5K0v5jt4yzWAnsBTHbp9vMg6DrlY_gCzNjx7gTzOTQDsa4sPFytUNwCKNTQHidjUc0mvIwV9dXQXXoG63XIWoOVCMwCrxw4KooTA_gajStL1uCTq2H1wZQp2rWqRAQDUAdIyLKg5UJ87zZwfpsfxGgBz-zraP3o9nLZzAvFB9Ys4DMMqG2pMeVGHtt-v8C0OPBbGc7jFp57tBxNpCm_M8fZEKVuWgZNZjZ1jz7_4UOOhTWfGocSgfAStG2gygo3h0jP4mK9kyDfXSCIy5PP2cWe7OjC1jMO9gC_iSbRRYaFuHJA3rQUdK9smBdF2Y20H08sA3_5jXTNV1Sm1eKtK2sxPU6t_I1aGPJs9Y7vsSvw42fZRxbjy0z_X7g69wYWBLax2CHOrYXNiM6&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grimaldi-lines.com%2Fde%2Fangebote%2Feasy-trip%2F%3Futm_source%3DCriteo%26utm_medium%3DDisplay%26utm_campaign%3D2026_DE_EASY_TRIP_ACQUISITION%26utm_id%3D648859%26cto_pld%3D4AFzMRjOAQCpAPnaPGkKWg
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=PCus_7jf6soXfrBx-mid4IH8VU8M_okMiItw_KrG2AKZSIRqpvnPIpve95XmhoeYG8OUEX0K5nKVpjuy7P0gik43G-VrOGbkjWsDK9iMBm7r1dPtiDosiHFvXPw-qv0P5Or7uVS3rtA8YY1mdIK9w_8K8xl5fgeIsagT22Javd0rvyMfYK1O5aJGPw1olBfnlxdqFTJnI-d2z9SgRG59yf8FA9WD_b4gywy3LHyY_Jd-7vmQfXJ-rzoeWPTJm8k81E4pm1jWfYFRe3iKFD9IsLEvm54X37DmAx5K0v5jt4yzWAnsBTHbp9vMg6DrlY_gCzNjx7gTzOTQDsa4sPFytUNwCKNTQHidjUc0mvIwV9dXQXXoG63XIWoOVCMwCrxw4KooTA_gajStL1uCTq2H1wZQp2rWqRAQDUAdIyLKg5UJ87zZwfpsfxGgBz-zraP3o9nLZzAvFB9Ys4DMMqG2pMeVGHtt-v8C0OPBbGc7jFp57tBxNpCm_M8fZEKVuWgZNZjZ1jz7_4UOOhTWfGocSgfAStG2gygo3h0jP4mK9kyDfXSCIy5PP2cWe7OjC1jMO9gC_iSbRRYaFuHJA3rQUdK9smBdF2Y20H08sA3_5jXTNV1Sm1eKtK2sxPU6t_I1aGPJs9Y7vsSvw42fZRxbjy0z_X7g69wYWBLax2CHOrYXNiM6&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grimaldi-lines.com%2Fde%2Fangebote%2Feasy-trip%2F%3Futm_source%3DCriteo%26utm_medium%3DDisplay%26utm_campaign%3D2026_DE_EASY_TRIP_ACQUISITION%26utm_id%3D648859%26cto_pld%3D4AFzMRjOAQCpAPnaPGkKWg
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=PCus_7jf6soXfrBx-mid4IH8VU8M_okMiItw_KrG2AKZSIRqpvnPIpve95XmhoeYG8OUEX0K5nKVpjuy7P0gik43G-VrOGbkjWsDK9iMBm7r1dPtiDosiHFvXPw-qv0P5Or7uVS3rtA8YY1mdIK9w_8K8xl5fgeIsagT22Javd0rvyMfYK1O5aJGPw1olBfnlxdqFTJnI-d2z9SgRG59yf8FA9WD_b4gywy3LHyY_Jd-7vmQfXJ-rzoeWPTJm8k81E4pm1jWfYFRe3iKFD9IsLEvm54X37DmAx5K0v5jt4yzWAnsBTHbp9vMg6DrlY_gCzNjx7gTzOTQDsa4sPFytUNwCKNTQHidjUc0mvIwV9dXQXXoG63XIWoOVCMwCrxw4KooTA_gajStL1uCTq2H1wZQp2rWqRAQDUAdIyLKg5UJ87zZwfpsfxGgBz-zraP3o9nLZzAvFB9Ys4DMMqG2pMeVGHtt-v8C0OPBbGc7jFp57tBxNpCm_M8fZEKVuWgZNZjZ1jz7_4UOOhTWfGocSgfAStG2gygo3h0jP4mK9kyDfXSCIy5PP2cWe7OjC1jMO9gC_iSbRRYaFuHJA3rQUdK9smBdF2Y20H08sA3_5jXTNV1Sm1eKtK2sxPU6t_I1aGPJs9Y7vsSvw42fZRxbjy0z_X7g69wYWBLax2CHOrYXNiM6&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grimaldi-lines.com%2Fde%2Fangebote%2Feasy-trip%2F%3Futm_source%3DCriteo%26utm_medium%3DDisplay%26utm_campaign%3D2026_DE_EASY_TRIP_ACQUISITION%26utm_id%3D648859%26cto_pld%3D4AFzMRjOAQCpAPnaPGkKWg
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=PP7tILjf6soXfrBx-mid4IH8VU8M_okMiItw_KrG2AKZSIRqpvnPIpve95XmhoeYG8OUEX0K5nKVpjuy7P0gik43G-VrOGbkjWsDK9iMBm7r1dPtiDosiHFvXPw-qv0P5Or7uVS3rtA8YY1mdIK9w_8K8xl5fgeIsagT22Javd0rvyMfYK1O5aJGPw1olBfnlxdqFTJnI-d2z9SgRG59yf8FA9WD_b4gywy3LHyY_Jd-7vmQfXJ-rzoeWPTJm8k81E4pm1jWfYFRe3iKFD9IsLEvm54X37DmAx5K0v5jt4yzWAnsBTHbp9vMg6DrlY_gCzNjx7gTzOTQDsa4sPFytUNwCKNTQHidjUc0mvIwV9dXQXXoG63XIWoOVCMwCrxw4KooTA_gajStL1uCTq2H1wZQp2rWqRAQDUAdIyLKg5UJ87zZwfpsfxGgBz-zraP3o9nLZzAvFB9Ys4DMMqG2pMeVGHtt-v8C0OPBbGc7jFp57tBxNpCm_M8fZEKVuWgZNZjZ1m3LAMKzkj5yMi5_EkP9KE0vZ0KvjL3Kf3gc2WKcWBqRpcPXH0RvEEIvkhkUWEPX263AEBZqZxx-XZJPwdlYFz0X0_TTuonNwoM4D_4gsdP5dK5OmsMRsuU6rKGvb1MBNN06oAPvvXmmoHhTPcRY_Fh1PM1vPAFOnp5_JsfDD4Q9&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grimaldi-lines.com%2Fde%2Fangebote%2Feasy-trip%2F%3Futm_source%3DCriteo%26utm_medium%3DDisplay%26utm_campaign%3D2026_DE_EASY_TRIP_ACQUISITION%26utm_id%3D648859%26cto_pld%3Da83A9xjOAQDQgOBnkJMw3g
https://privacy.eu.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=eahcwEfjXs8JZrKYjGHFDTBK4pqXaDfuVyAwTrujbDRAluSERO2C2yGJ9LIvUE79aiMozCPijzWicXpskqxHWUTPni4r7A9uAdZdd6OrsgyViSajL6raOAJ1u4WIPzNl_vo34e-ApcgThI2wRcuj0M0C3J4


If you need a break from un-air-conditioned subway platforms this summer, there’s a multitude of classical

events to stop by. The contemporary Time:Spans Festival kicks off, on Aug. 8, with the New York première
of Wolfgang Rihm’s “Jagden und Formen,” an orchestral piece that begins with hand claps—listen up! The

series also includes a world première by Suzanne Farrin, honoring the Hungarian composer György Kurtág
(Aug. 10); the International Contemporary Ensemble, performing “I did not paint the war. I lived the war,”

by the Iranian composer Farzia Fallah (Aug. 17); and the Grammy-winning chamber group Alarm Will
Sound, with Georg Friedrich Haas’s “in vain,” hopefully not in vain (Aug. 21).

Lincoln Center holds its third annual Festival Orchestra, the successor of the Mostly Mozart Festival.
Jonathon Heyward, the director, will once again lead us in a “Symphony of Choice,” where the audience can

vote for pieces on their phones ( July 8). “A Mother’s Love” ( July 31, Aug. 1) features Brahms’s “Lullaby.” Frau
Brahms, for her part, wrote her son dozens of heartfelt letters, including one saying that he was always her

“first thought” in the morning. (He had two other siblings. A mother’s love!)

The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center’s “Summer Evenings” series returns to Alice Tully Hall,

with performances that include Gershwin’s Three Preludes for Violin and Piano ( July 11), Bernstein’s
Meditations for Cello and Piano, from “Mass” ( July 14), and Beethoven’s Quintet Op. 29 ( July 18). At the

Rose Theatre, Teatro Nuovo will put on Mozart’s beloved “Don Giovanni” ( July 15) and Rossini’s less-loved
“Il Turco in Italia” ( July 16). Strauss’s “The Egyptian Helen,” set after the Trojan War, will make an

appearance at Bard Summerscape (Fisher Center, Annandale-on-Hudson; July 24-Aug. 2)—move over,
Christopher Nolan’s “Odyssey.”

In Brooklyn, on June 3, National Sawdust honors Felipe Lara, the Brazilian American composer and, as of
2024, Pulitzer finalist. Lara’s special interest in mosaics and mazes will be reflected in his winding,

labyrinthine piece called, neatly enough, “Mosaic Maze.” At Green-Wood Cemetery, Death of Classical digs
into what it means to celebrate the country’s two-hundred-and-fiftieth birthday. Its program spotlights

compositions that reinvent the song “America the Beautiful,” performed by the pianist Min Kwon ( June 18-
20); tickets include a walking tour of the catacombs. Also embracing the outdoors, the New York
Philharmonic goes borough to borough for its “Concerts in the Park” series. Otherwise, this summer
promises music from A.C. to shining A.C.—Jane Bua

P.S. Good stuff on the internet:

John Waters doesn’t think so, honey

Cy Twombly, up close
A visit to the Marfa Lights

Published in the print edition of the June 1, 2026, issue, with the headline “Goings On: Summer Preview.”
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