
 
III. RELATIONAL CONFLICT 

“And how dare you take each other to court! When you think you 
have been wronged, does it make any sense to go before a court that 
knows nothing of God’s ways instead of a family of Christians? The 
day is coming when the world is going to stand before a jury made up 
of followers of Jesus. If someday you are going to rule on the world’s 
fate, wouldn’t it be a good idea to practice on some of these smaller 
cases? Why, we’re even going to judge angels! So why not these 
everyday affairs? As these disagreements and wrongs surface, why 
would you ever entrust them to the judgment of people you don’t trust 
in any other way? I say this as bluntly as I can to wake you up to the 
stupidity of what you’re doing. Is it possible that there isn’t one 
levelheaded person among you who can make fair decisions when 
disagreements and disputes come up? I don’t believe it. And here you 
are taking each other to court before people who don’t even believe in 
God! How can they render justice if they don’t believe in the God of 
justice? These court cases are an ugly blot on your community. 
Wouldn’t it be far better to just take it, to let yourselves be wronged 
and forget it? All you’re doing is providing fuel for more wrong, more 
injustice, bringing more hurt to the people of your own spiritual 
family.”          1 Corinthians 6:1-8 (Msg) 
 
 
 

IV. PAUL’S RESPONSE 
 
 
 Relational Conflicts Should Be Resolved In The Church          
 
 
 

V. PAUL’S RATIONALE 
 
 
A.  Courts Don’t Soley Operate On Jesus’ Principles & Precepts   
 
 
B.  The Church Is To Deal With Things Like A Family             

 

C.  The Church Will Make Far Weighter Judgements In Heaven   
 
 
D.  If The Madness Doesn’t Stop They’ll See More Of It            
 
“If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the 
offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that 
person back. But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with 
you and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by 
two or three witnesses. If the person still refuses to listen, take your 
case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s 
decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.”  

 Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT) 
 
“Don’t you realize that this is not the way to live? Unjust people who 
don’t care about God will not be joining in his kingdom. Those who 
use and abuse each other, use and abuse sex... don’t qualify as citizens 
in God’s kingdom. A number of you know from experience what I’m 
talking about, for not so long ago you were on that list. Since then, 
you’ve been cleaned up and given a fresh start by Jesus, our Master, 
our Messiah, and by our God present in us, the Spirit.” 

       1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (Msg) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I. SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 
“I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality going on 
among you - something that even pagans don’t do. I am told that a man 
in your church is living in sin with his stepmother. You are so proud of 
yourselves, but you should be mourning in sorrow and shame. And you 
should remove this man from your fellowship. Even though I am not 
with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit. And as though I were 
there, I have already passed judgment on this man in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. You must call a meeting of the church. I will be present 
with you in spirit, and so will the power of our Lord Jesus. Then you 
must throw this man out.... Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t 
you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads through the 
whole batch of dough? ...When I wrote to you before, I told you not to 
associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. But I wasn’t talking 
about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat 
people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid 
people like that. I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who 
claims to be a believer yet indulges in [such sins].... Don’t even eat 
with such people. It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it 
certainly is your responsibility to judge those inside the church who are 
sinning. God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, 
‘You must remove the evil person from among you.’” 

  1 Corinthians 5:1-6, 9-13 (NLT) 
 
 
 

II. PAUL’S RESPONSE 
 
 
 He Passed Judgment On The Man and The Church                
“Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads through 
the whole batch of dough?”    1 Corinthians  5:6 (NLT) 
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